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Those who presided over the maintenance of law
andg orderin 17th-cantury Parie really knew how to
deal with poversy. Thev ereated g special police force.
known as the "Archers of the Poor,” whose job it was
to round up the indigent and decide which of those
Unfortunate folk were deserving (Read, "truly needy.")
and which were simply idle. The deserving poor were
shipped of { 1o/ Inetitutions, where the fruits of their
unpaid labor fattened government coffers: the idle,
concidered-unwerthy of such gencrous treatment, were
pranded and exiled, "

France has advanced some since then in its dealings
with the poor. But last September, on the block where
I live in sunny, late 20th-century Venice, California,
the spectre of 17th-century Paris raised its head at
a Neighborhood Watch meoting ealled to deal with
the homeless in our area,

My block is Park Avenue, 4 pleasant beachside
walk streel with manv of its original structures still
standing and well=maintained. [ts pepulation 15 relatively
stable; only a small amount of gentrification has occured
over Lhe last few yvears. Some of the neighbors know
one another well: most have a nodding acquaintance.

Several vears ago, two women were raped within
the same six-month period. This prompted some Neigh-
borhood Watch meetings (which the police, although
invited, never managed to attend). The outcome of
Lhe meelings was reassuring, Carpenters made house-to-
-house security checksineighbors committed to keep
{rant and back poreh lights burning all night; we all
¢XChanged telephone numbers and agreed to respond
quicklv to any calls for help. And, about a vear or
50 later, o few of us did indeed help detain a man caught
oreaking inte a neighbor's house - - holding him the
[arty minutes it took Lhe police to arrive.
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Things quieted down. The main Neighborhood Watch
arganizer moved away. There were no more Watch
meetings, but also, apparently, little need for them.
The only disturbance I noticed in all this relative calm
was a growing profusion of car alarms - - answering
each other's cries throughout the lonely Venice nights
like horny, high-ltech creatures eaper to get on with
the delightful business of creating new generations
of Exotic Car Security Systems.

Then came the summer of '84. Remember it? They
say that once it's over pain is the hardest sensation
to recall. The mind says "Why bother?" and simply
dilutes the experience. So vou may not remember
precisely how close you came 1o killing the cat during
those long, suffocating days last summer. The heat
was relentless, bringing to mind semething Raymond
Chandler once wrote about the Santa Ana winds causing
meek housewives to rub their thumbs lightly down
the blades of sharp knives while eveing the vulnerable
backs of their husbands' necks.

No question, the heat wave put many of us on edge.
But for some it was a minor boen, in a world that's
not offering them much in the way of boons these
davs: homeless people were able to live outdoors in
rclative comiort, Let's stress "relative." because
we're Lalking weather here - - not food, baths, clothing,
work, housing, health, sufaty, ete. Everywhere along
the beach where a person might curl up and make
g nest there seemed to be a 'pile of ragged blankels,
worn sleeping bags, plastic water containers, and small
collections of the kinds of personal belongings that
make a "place” a home, Besch residents anid weekend
Hoardwalk strollers were treated to scenes of survivai
At a very basic level.

Then, one day in September, signs appeared on the
lampposts on my block: "ATTENTION! they read,

"TO ALL CONCERNLED RESIDENTS. COME TO A
NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH MEETING, MONDAY AT
6:30, CRIME, OVERNIGHT NOISE, AND HOMELESS
BUMS WHLL BE DISCUSSED." 1 registered Lhe reference
to "homeless bums,” and noted the time, dav and place
of the meeting., The next day & woman came te my
door to drum up attendance for the meeting. | asked
her what she felt the problems were and what the
solution might be. She spoke of increased crime and
noise al right and indicated we should get the police
to "do more," and that we had tc "get those people

out of there." | proposed that il we were going to
become involved in dealing with the problems of home-
less people we'd have to take 4 longer view -- and
iook at the source, which had a lot to do with poverty
and cutbacks in social programs, particularly those
Lhat dealt with people who were often only marginally
functional. |

She suggested thal I come to the meeting and express
my point of view, [ called u friend who lives on the
block and told her it might be important for us to
go to this meeting.

" " —_—

We arrived at the appointed time, 6:30 p.m. The
day was still hot. About 20 people were gathered
in a carport facing an alley behind the block. There
was no order, no one chairing the meeting. People
were just standing around yelling their indignation
in angry little clusters. One particularly thick knot
of people - largely men - was gathered around a police-
man. It was difficult to hear much of what was being
said because sc many people were talking at once.
But it soon became clear that the homeless people
along the beach were being blamed for noise, vandalism,
car theits, you name it - - just about everything
bad or unpleasant that had happened in the area during
the course of the summer.

An angry tone was beginning to prevail. That is,
gs in the case of a lvnch meb (to choose a rather drama-
tic example, but one that came to mind) people were
doing more than expressing their anger - they were
getting ready to act onit. The cop suggested making
citizens' arrests of those who made noise at night.
The cop seemed to like that solution, the angry people
seemed o like il too. And it was kind of frightening.

Alarmed at this tone, my friend and 1 began talking
quietly and individually to people who were standing
around at the group's edge waiting for the meeting
to come Lo order. We began by asking if there had
been any attempts to talk to the streel people. After
some minutes of thiz it became ¢lear that no one had
heard of such an effort. The people we talked to formed
into a small group, ene that was willing to act as a
delegation and begin the process of discussion with
aur neighbering boardwalk dwellers, We spoke up
and got the attention of the meeting. We asked if
the meeling's organizers had tried talking with the
street people. No one had. We said we'd be willing
to go down to the boardwalk and express the block's
concerns - - begin & kind of dialogue. (I have to say
here that the cop did look a little disappointed at this
new turn of events.)

A ecouple of men responded angrily to our suggestion.
They insisted il was dangerous to attempt to talk to
"those people.”

It was actually sugpested that it was dangerous
lo talk.

Others chimed in: there was no sense in talking
to the people who lived in the pagoda at the end of
the block - - they should simply be removed. One
woman volunteered the information that there were
"human feces" down there and one could catch diseases
[rom the very benches on which the homeless sat!
A young man complained that for the two weeks of
the year that his parents visited they felt "uncomfort-
able” sitting at the pagoda because of the kinds of
peaple living there. Another woman cried out that
the presence of the homeless people was "ruining"
her life. Mind vou, we all live at the beach in safe,
comfortable homes. Anyway, they were ruining her
life. {Continued on page 10)
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' KPFK Stavin’ Alive

By Corcl Fondiller

How many people know what & KPFK  is? A

Pacifica?

KPFE, personed by mostly volunteer labor,
has been on 90,7 on 'your M dial for 25 years.

KPFK, sister station to five other radio
stations across the country are broadcasting
alternative radio. That is, an alternative to
Rock 'n PRoll elevator nusic and itsy bitsy
headlines that are squeezed 5 betwean
commercials.

KPFE  has
Communists,

commentaries by atheists,
Unitarians. Several years ago, it

broadcast in-total Ron [Cellum's sub-committee
hearinge on the ams race. It
broadcasts speeches and seminars on, and on~the-
spot news fram Central Mmerica, the Mid East and
the homeless before the mass madia disovers those

issues. It broadcasts programs about gardening,
health, peetry, women's issues and labor. It was
talking and interviewing people about the
invasion of Grenada about a year before it

happened.

consistently

_ Scmetimnes  paranaid, sel f-rightecus,
shrill and sometimes brilliantly right on
target, KPFK receives no grants from corporations
such as [Dow, Exxon or Richfield. KPFK is
listener—supported, which keerg it pure but

Eoor.

KFFK is listener-sponsored, which differs
from the listener-supported philcsophy of KCET
television.

In addition to its public affairs, KPFK's
musical offerings go from Salsa to Space Age to
pre-Earoque to Folk to Jazz and songs of social
significance. KPFK has programs about cars,
motorcycles and stereos.

several mmths ago, it had to go off the
air for ten days because of financial difficul-
ties.

Ever since I've been a listener-sponsor
of the station, because it has no sponsors except
its listeners and a rather camplicated, small
government allotment because it shares its sat-
telite with KCRW, KPFK has been on the brink of
financial disaster.

And every year they have had furd-raising
faires which have been a good opportunity to
shop For holiday presents, eat ethnic foods,
listen to all kinds of music and meet the people
who work at totslly eclectic KPFK.

The Faire will run from Lecember 7th to
lecember 16th, from 11:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m.,
closed Monday and Tuesday.

Each day will have a thame. Saturday,
Lecember 8th, will be "M@y of the Child" from
11:00 a.n. to 6:00 p.m. and "Many Worlds of
Music" from 6:00 p.am. to 11:00 p.m., featuring
the Dance Troupe AVAS.

On Friday, [ecember 7th, the Celebrity-
Press Opening will have Paul Krassner to M.C.
and Jazz greats Vinnie Golia and Wayne Deet,
Johnnie Otis and dramatic readings by Roscoe lee
Bromn.

Other themes will be "lesbain-Gay
Night", "New Age [ay" featuring holistic medicine
and "Central American lLiberation" with Mike

‘Farrell, Fobert Foxworth and Margo Kidder and hot

Latin American music.

Crafts ranging from hand-picked herbal
teas from Alaska to wall hangings to fine arts
and pottery and clothes and jewelry from all
over the world will be available.

The Faire fees are Adults 55.00 after
6:00 pum., Early Bird (before 6:00 p.m.) is $3.00,
and Children and Seniors $2.00. A Winterfaire
unlimited admission pass is $20.00.

The KPFK Faire will be at the Santa
Monica Civice Auditorium at Pico and Main. For
more informatiaon, call 1-818-985-2711. 2
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|Letters

Dear Beachhead,

0ld Mr. Fear has been ruaning loose all summer.
Novernber went by and nothing changed.

Vour articles on the widening income gsp give a
terrifying reason.

The weight of our good planet now devolves on a

FREE YENICE

TS ATad

Jenny Pirie,Carcl Fordiller,Kathy
Henderson,Diane Nickerson,Cheryl Beau-
champ, Kate Keeling,Sandy Blixton,Moe
Gtavnezer,mamphis slim,Pat McCartney,
Bob Rivkin.

despondent kid: be that rich xid or poor : e |
5 3 is science, there THURSDAY , _E.C_E’%Bﬁ_-. 1964 ?—3—%-—-‘ 0 ‘i The FREE VENICE BEACHHEAD is published
Out there left of Satumn there is o’ Beyond Baroque 081 No. Venice Blvd. onthiv by’ the Beachhead Collective as o
g obs and tech training for it A . :
e nﬁustty, Gaerd EE ]ab 3 hold of it e de vehicle for the people of Venice to communi-
thie kids. Just got C L . Proposed Agenda cate their ideas and opinions to the com-
' rainbow that can see the shades munity at large. We welcome and take respon-
qut-ﬂ.nere s Announcements, minutes, Treas. report. sibility for publishing contributions exactly
S Barrs Discussion of 'garage sale' fundralser, as the contributors submit them, although the
That party won. And out there '}fg giaf:akElﬂ é? Commi ttee Progress Reporis: Eharter_-é“d opinions expressed by the coptributors are
@Ere 11.:'5 s St - By-laws; Beach 31]1-: R:;:-e;ﬁnn;HP:;ir :2& not necessarily endorsed by the Collective
it, It is there. s '*l i Arts and Malticultur 'S RS e T staff. The Beachhead encourages anyone to
sincerely YOUrs, Planning and Development. submit news stories, articles, letters,

HEH Bﬂﬁin&s.!-
Social hour and refreshments.

photos, poetry, graphics or other material of
interest to the Venice community. We ask that
writing be limited to 1200-1500 words. The
volunteer staff reserves the right to make
all decisions collectively on material pub-
lished. There is no editor of the Beaehhead.
The Collective is an open group and welcomes

Phillip W. &reag

DO YOUR XMAS SHOPPING EARLX: Comm ttee reports will include info. on
plans to use pavilion for services for home-

Prices have skyrocketed! The "Indie" you are ::.m-::rking less: By-law proposals on committees and
is usually too green (greedily harvested too early in membership; and Damson bid to drill for oil,

order to compete with the year 'round crop of "Sfati_ef"} December's meeting is on the first Thur. Sitetented Vestos Bengiets nuct ici e o
i wers know that after the indie 's will be on the second e : : : s
However, we salle gro : of the monthe.dJanuary Printing is financed by ad donations. To sub-
runs out we will be over-loaded with our excellent Thursday, as usual, Date: January 10 mit material, include your name & phone no.
smoke . . . so here is a once-in—a-lifetime offer: Buy Anonymous material will not be published, but

your name will be withheld on request, If
rerurn of material is desired, & stamped,
self-addressed envelope is required. No pay-
ment is made for material used.

now with our Special Smoker's Lay-Away (not smoke- _
away) Plan, A fow buecks down and a couple of dollars _
per week, will insure you ol having our precious commo= , : h 'l
dity waiting in our special cellars at XMAS time . 0 d Myr Eprded s ®
.« OF . . » put 8 emall deposit down now, pay for it
at Xmas and receive an extra bonus of 3¢ grams for

The Hreoc Wenice Beachhead is not Tree,

everv * ohzee purchased. This offer includes a frge Paper and printing cost plent;g-,r_ PLI_;EE anc :
pass to the Fex International or Vista theatre. This donations pay for them, $§ this BlZe, CLASSICAL FLUTE LESSONS
special Xmas bonus is not being offered by KPFK, = i Call 392-6503

PFP, or the CPUSA!N!! Buy now . . . smoke later! (Offer

valid until Easter, 1985.) Ten percent of al‘l sales
will be donated to NORML to gid the lobbying for

de-criminalization of marijuana.
The League of Revolutionary Dope Dealers

=

Eva M. Soltyuk
General
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' W Coemetic Care
Daar Beacnnead Collectiwve, f - e Care
What a fantastic job you are doima with the / =Hu1mhw |
"new" Beachhead, We (our family) swopped reading  Root Cansl Treatment .
it until recently...since you have gorten oET 302.8411
your complacent arses and pecome political ana iy

Veruce

grass roots againl ,
s usual Ms. Pondiller keeps us on our toes. YOUTL

mer writer-membor Sandy Blixton writes same really
gnod stuff and we look forward to more of her
ecellent and timely magerlal. all of you are do- y
ing a dammed good job. Keep it up!

Akt & R = f . Want to gamble
B. Holstein 7, ' > with your deadline?

{long—time resident .
& senior citizen) in

ctaff Note: Sandy Blixton was male,when he
lfrf ﬁ;ﬁf PoRALR “Damn it Jenkins! Here’s another batch
demanding conscientious objector status.”
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Don’t miss the KPFR 25th Anniversary Party ADBRESS

WINTERFAIRE # DEC 716 # DAILY Ham:11pm % Closed Mon 0 Toes. % Santa Monica Civie Auditorium, Pico 20 Main Streets # call (818) 9852711
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return to: THE BOOKWORKS, 3517 Centineta Av,, LA., CA 90066

5&&5‘T¢Mr‘1ﬁﬁm&ﬁm\.ﬁ - *ﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%‘wxmxw‘ @ | «Stripping « Bine l},m“
Fe el e » Flaies
;B KPFW 2 / eyt oz mers oot
Fe , a price list,

/ ﬁ P F ENTERTAINMENT THEMES 7 ~ 826-5305
f 90.7 ‘FM g ; _!‘.ﬁ WH

f_"': Friday, December 7. 7 pm Z -_.

ﬁ &#‘ o Celabrity Preview Party, Jazz and drama ﬁ G s

i e I = -]

A 1- v - Saturday, Decomber 8, to € pm . 12138 Santa Monica Bivd
; d .b.' i p - Pay of the Child, Uncle Ruthie and lots of g

AR Yl SUrPriscs. i

427 \We're having a party! :

?_ - -,*‘- 4 . Saturday, December B, to 11 pm 7

ﬂ APREN R Many Workds of Music Pan | 7

;’4 L ' DecembIBf 7' 1 6 Sunday, December Bth, to 7 pm g

£ LA - ) MeCabe s Country. The best of McCabe's

; We've got something to make everybody happy: Asharinmsdic. / B 0 o Kwo RKS
7 LY ‘ Sunday, December 9th, 7 to 11 pm g

4 %Y % Over 90 artists offering the finest handcrafted pottery. clothing. woodwork, — Gey/esbian Liberation Night. Comedy, song 7

g . etchings. jewelry, weavings. and dance. g e NEW & USED BOOKS -

7% : - ] A _ Wednesday, December 12th, to 8 pm « Periodicals » Posters = Buttons *

Z * Hundreds of ptf.r'rﬂnntr; including Gospel, Folk, Caribbean, Jazz, Rhythm Many Worlds of Msic Part 11 - Bumperstickers * Cards » Special Events *
7 %  and Blues. Latin American, New Wave, Comedy, Songs of the Season, Wedasaday, Décember 13th, € £511 g

s African, International Dance, Mimes, Minstrels, Magic and more. New Minse Fosrihe i s i i, # specializing in: .
/ * Stars galore. . like Johnny Otis Review, Clara Ward Si Thuraday, December 13 5 | <y thsanie- Bl Socs A oMU TS0
7 tars galore. . .like dohnny Otis Review, Clara Ward Singers, Betty Thomas, ¥, th, to 6 pm . Labor » Ethnic Studies » Women * Media, Art & Culture
::; _ Roscoe Lee Brown, Charles Haid, The Minutemen, The Brat, Ivan Roth, New Age ‘@ Holistic Healing Day. g « Ecology * Third World + Special Orders *

/ dackson Browne, Mike Farrell, Susan Anspach, Margot Kidder, Vonetta T';'“:jﬁh ﬂthhar lﬁﬂ; *:_ to 11 pn. 7

70 | Fs : _ 2 entral American Liberation ‘@ Committes _

?, | "*11: iee, Howard He&senmn, Chambers Bros. Band, and many others. e Dt sanilys mmaaki, it 3517 CENTINELA AV.

g __ - % Good food and drink from around the world. Friday, December 14th, 11 am to 11 pm g LOS ANGELES

7 Women's Celebration. %4

& Adults Z (i black §. of Palms Bv.—across

? Early Bird (belore 6 pm) x 535,00 ht“r#r' thbﬂ: 15, to 7 pm g from Mrs. Gooch's)

¢ After6 pm = 85 00 Black Gulture Day. We're sampling the z OPEN TUES.-SUN.—CLOSED MON.

g After 6 pm Thursday, December [53th : $6.00 prcioymiaavi:ol e ool gt day ol g —\ % t;_ 39?2 T_EE N ) et e
= [Special Committee of Concern Concert) Saturday December 15, 7 to 11 pm ! Tl ilirvg dist.

5 Children (! 'nder 121 and Seniors “$2.00 Saturday Night Blues. Music, music, music. ? E f;::j ;m:l;ulrmh:mn::ﬂ ;gh;;m in the follnwing subjects.
? i l:‘lil'!hrH!; “fl":':- W i;llﬂr.'l.ll'- - $r:-._"}ﬂ iH] m}'l mﬂm ln-th.' ll amto 11 pm

g 2 Winterfaire. Pass {Linlimited Admission) 2000 Christmas, Chanukah 2 World Peace Sunday NAME
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l:ry Patrlck McCartney

The Damson Oil Co. of Houston received per-
mission fran the Coastal Comnission in Novenber
to drill three new wells at the finmm's drill site
an Venice Beach. At the hearing, L.A. City
Zoning Administrator Frank Eberhart indicated
that public hearings would "probably" be held
before the city grants Damson the necessary
permits.

"New drilling on the beach is outrageous and
irresponsible," the Coastal Comission's Marshall
Grossman announced before the vote for Damson's
claim of "wested right" to drill as many as 27
new wells. "But if the client has a legal right
to drill, then we should respect it."

The Commission voted unanimously to fol low
their staff recommendaticon to grant a vested
right for Damson to drill three wells. Along
with the 11 wells already sunk from the site,
the three new wells will fill cut the cellars
puilt in 1965.

An amendment was offered by a [Ceukmejian
appointee, Commissicner McMurray. to approve a
vested right to 24 more wells, but the amend=
ment failed seven to three,

.H re resentative of Mel levine's read a

- T - e
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Metro Rall Roads Tenants

e P I I ey Syt T I o e

The following 1s part of a8 letter
written by former Venice resident Samuel
Sehiffer to the Urban Mass Tramsport-
fon Administratisn, Sehiffer informad
them of his concermns with the Seuthern
California Repid Tramsit District's pro-
pesed $3.3 billlon MetroRail, and passed
the letter on to us==The Collective,

Dear UMTA,

1 have rteviewed the Rapid Transit
District's application for Federal Ass-
istance for the Metro Rall Project.

This was signed by John Dyer, General
Manager., on August 14, 1984 certifying
that thé "data...are true and correct."

Conmtrary to the cartificate, the
application 1s neither true nor correct.
I urge you to withhold fedetral money
until the application Is revised as fols=
lows .

1. Wumher of Beneflctaries
The application claims seven mil-
lion peraons will benefit from the pro-
ject, This i85 a mis-statement. RTD
meetings were dlrected Lo property own-
€ers; renters were ilgnored although they
comprise a majority of Los Angeles resi=
dents, Many rtenters willl see their homes
destroyed. The only beneficiaries of
the preject are speculators owning pro-
perty on or adjacent to the station
slrtasg.
2. Motro Ratl Deficit iz Omitted
Table 1 of the application shows

#ntal Capital Costs of $1.175 billion
and Annual Operating Costg of $15,.4 mil-
llon. This omits the cost of financing.

Interest charges would add another $117
million a year.

The deficit incurred by the propesed
Metro Rail should he shown together with
the deficit of the bus system, Such a
comparison will show a Metro Rail yearly
loss of some $150 million greater than
the buses. Soch massive loscesgs will he
a fiscal disaster te Los aAngeles.

3. Destruction of Low=Income
Huusing-Ts Ignored
According to the application,
"The project could support the housing
supply increase..."

Actually, Metro Rail
luxury housing when there
of $100,000 condominiums

will subsidize
ls no shortages

= It will de-

COmmlssmn - wes Damson 3 Wells

= . . | L | L L] L]
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opposed the drilling, citing CﬂTplalntE resi-
dents have made over noxious fumes from the
cne-acre site.

"We are also concerned that off-shore
drilling in Santa Monica Bay may be impacted
if Damson drains the resource from the Bay,"
Levine said in his letter.

Moe Stavreper, speaking on behalf of the
Venice Town Council, expressed his oconcern
over the drilling's effect on the existing
state sanctuary and federal maratorium from
drilling in Santa Monica Bay.

Stavnezer told the Camnission "If drill-
ing threatened existing sanctuaries, then
nothing should preclude the City from denying
Lamsaon's drilling.”

The No Cil growp from Pacific Palisades—
who organized to prevent Oocidental Petroleum
from drilling in a sensitive coastal zone—sent
Barbara Cohen to the hearing. Cohen pointed
out in her testimay that the City's general
plan (pagsed since Mobil's 1965 drilling in
Venice) prohibits drilling for oil or gas an
level g‘l:tl]lﬂ on city beaches.

Pamson's representative at the hearing,
lawyer Charles Greenberg, told the Commission

stroy low-income houses now in critical
short supply.
44 Employnent Incrcase Will
Injure Adjacent Communities
Metro Rall will stimulate con-
struction of unneeded offices, condos
and shops in downtown Los Angeles.
Downtdéwn can only grow -at the expense
of existing services in the San Fern-
ando Valley or other outlying areas.
o ¥ Competitive Bidding Not
Specified
The application says "The Disk-
rlct has selected a consultant to per=-
form construction management services."
The Proposed Budget lists this at $31.9
million.

There 15 no mention of competitive
bidding, allowing room for faveritlism,
A simllar comment holds for the $125
million for “Prufeasiunal..Engineering
and Design."

6. Annual Report is net Eﬁpcified
The application makes no mention
of an Annuval Report to normal corporate
standards. Such HReporlis are necessary
to account to the publlic for the bil-
lions RTD hopes to spend.

Lack of an Annual Report is an iavi-
tation teo sloppy management and corrupt-
ion.

On behalf of the Califormnia
Aesociation of Tenants,
Sincerely yours,

Samuel Schiffer..

R W - B RF
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same of the 27 new wells once envisiconed by
Mobil for the site.

Additionally, Creenberg told the Commis-—
sion, the City of Los Angeles had limited re—
view power. BHe cited landscaping and “"protect-
ion to adjacent residences" as the only two
conditions the City could control.

"Can the City tum it dgwn? It is clear
that it can't," Greenberg asserted, gucting
a city report that "the 2oning administrator
is given broad power, short of disapproval.”

When asked directly if it was possible the
City would turn down the project, Zoning Admini-
strator Eberhart said "The chance is remote.”

But Frerhart insisted that "approval is dis=
cretionary and not routine. They still have to
come to us for a plan approval even faor the
first three wells."

Fherhart also indicated that public hearings,
although not mandatory, were "prcbable" in this
case. "Is it a political decision,” Commissioner
Grossman asked, "or a technical matter?™

"To hald public hearings is an admninistrative
decision," Eberhart replied, eliciting a romnd of
laughter .from camissioners and audience.

- =t for a hearing®

= Bzlinzls =

THE COMEBACK INN

SEASONS  GREETINGS !
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One Hundred Thousand refugees, main-
ly Maya Indians are living in Chiapas
‘State. Mexico. They are from Guatemala.
They are casualties from the war that
pirts Ehe dencrals againast the pdpulation.
fﬂaturally, the Reagan redime supports the
l Janaerals.
Aany of these refugees are former
| laborers. Workers for el patron, they
'left the plantations in tne early 60's
logking for el baldio, land without owner,
| the only way a poor Maya can hope to own
lland in today's Guatemala.
The plioneers of the 1980's cleared
lland in the Nerthern Guatemala jungle.
Tney were qlven verbal agreement by
J:fficials in Guatsmala City to inhabit
the land, but no title. Tney settled in
the jungle areas around Rio Ixcan, just
soutnn of Chiapas, Mexico and eventually
Jrew into four villages, all named for
.ﬁh& new life they had.
Eventually their success came to the
They were

ittantion-of the generals.
‘JI&EEHtEd with "official title"

| i g i and were '
-pld the free land (el haldic) was furthe: fﬂﬂﬁ%—mﬁwpﬂﬁ—qﬁﬂ
\. . . 4
|

]
l The U.S8. War Against Nicaragua

iShe had run to the shelter for bat- l

| teyred women. i

Iﬂe pursues her,
Beaieges the place, |

|He throws rocks at the windows.

He threatens

'He Curses, '

He fills his mind with imaginings
i of her new partners. I

He tries to prevent the delivery of |
| food and correspondence courses
"You cannot be on {

'wnile he shouts

YOUr own, you need me,"
e yisits evervone he knows, demand=-

|
ing tnat they not offer her work, [
Angd shouts to ner "You won't be able ‘

\

ltﬁ support yourself,

"You nead meé, you can't, you need. . "

Joe Malzllsh
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into the jungle. With the help ©f an
American priest, Bill Woods, they railscuy
S80,800 and brought their land. But t.e
suecess of Mayalan (Maya land) and the
other villages proved to be their undoin
The American priest was killed in
Tne army burned materials set
In: LS773

1976 .
aslde for school construction.

the army e€stablished a base 1in eacn c©f taeg

Ixcan villages. Village le¢aders starced
disappearing and bodies started turning
up in the Rio Jxkcan and the Rio Xaclbal.

Massacres of thne villagers them-
selves begain in 1931, The helicopters
that brought the soldiers were American.
The lucky ones now live in the camps in
Mexico's jungle.

These traditional Mayas had left
thely farm luber 36bs in Quetzal tenango,
San Marcos and Hushuetenango to clear
land in the jungle and live peacefully
acecording to ancient Mayan way. Their
Cooperative prosperity brought them
attention. That attention and American
military might made hundreds of thousands

refugees and thousands more corpses.s
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Divorce
Custody
_ﬂhﬂd Support

Susan Milimann
HE-4011

Adoptions

Juvenile Law 12077 Venme Bivd

Restraining Orders Los Angeles Ca, Q0066
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FADED OR STRINED CARPET?
"DONTBUYIT...

DYE€ IT'"

The Same Color or
Something New for a
Fraction of the Cost of
New Carpeting.

COLOR FRST » PEAMRBMNENT

GURRANTEED
FOR.THE LiFE OF YOUR CRAPET

DVG—TGCH o|= VENICE 396-1316

Poetry Deview

1TThe Unsumng
Angell Sings
@@E% By Lynne Bronstein

review: Under the Ladder to Heaven.
Julia Stein, West End Press, 19284, §4.00

She was a strange one, this angel. Not the image

of American ideal femaleness. She cameto America
by steerage; her name gol mangled at Ellis Island,
and her granddaughers might get their nosés bobbed
but she didn't. She learned English at night, sewed
shirts by day in a factorv with no gisles or fire exits,
ate potatoes, sang about gating potatoes, got angry
and went on strike for & living wage. Almost forgotten|
now, her spirit diluted to a bellicosity , made fun
of by stand-up comics, she never gets to be sung
about lovingly in soda pop commercials or rock videos.
"l wish they all could be American Jewish girls.”
Would it play? Except as the slightly grotesque comedy
figure this angel, the Shanch maydeleh, has become
nowdays?

The Jewish woman is however, heroine, in Julia Stein's
poetry collection Under the Ladder to Heaven. The
book is both Julia's autobiography of Jewish American
womenhood, and the remembered biographies of other
Jewish women, her relatives and ancestors. the first
of these is that Biblical renegade, Lilith, whose rebellign
against @ male establishment of Adam, angels, and
God is described by Stein with humor and gusto:
Orders!
1 cut out.
I split,
I flew away....
"Adam wants you back"
"No Never.....
"If you don't go back to Adam
"auyou will birth demons
better demons..."

This is the uppity attitude of & Surviver who also
sceks pleasure and a sense of self-the much overanalyzed
goals of the "post-liberated” woman of the 1980's!
And how did she eveolve? Stein, guided by her special
angel, "Shirley" (the stiking factory worker) takes

us on a journey through three generations (at least)
irom the immigrant women of her family, to herself.
In "knotted String" she connects the history to her
own life by recalling times spent with her grandmother:

"One day you found me

untying knotted string.

'ves,' you said. "you'll make a good Jewish wife.
so patient. *Shaneh mavdeleh.

Il mgke vou a *Shidduch just like in *Shidrin."”

But for the newer generation of Meyddekeh, it took
more patience. It took the same kind of survival
courage projected now into the era of the nuclear
threat and the changing possibilities for women. The
pain of "shortpay!" the immigrant factory girls' outery
is supplanted by the pain (physical and emotional)

of "When the Cloek was Smashed” a real-life horror
tale about the authors' adoration. There are other
forms of pain, the identification Stein found in the
story of Anne Frank's last days in concentration camps,
in the loneliness framing love affairs, in the bitter |
realization that life sometimes has to be lived through
without the solice of love, wealth, or justice.

"l want more
than bits and snatches of you, want
a person who does morg
than graze the edee of my life.
I want a lover
not encased in stone walls
but 'one who opens himself
up with archways
beckoning me in."
{("From You | Want")

To survive war, poverty, harassment, rape, abortion,
loneliness, prejudice, and hard work leaves sears,
Would that more people could see the beauty in poems
like these, a beauty that does not hide the scars but
which cannot be achieved with any amount of makeup.
Angels begin and end this book-the last is Julia Stein's
angel of guilt whieh she, like Lilith, kicks back at,

in order to climb "the ladder to hesven." Her hope,
strung through the carefully ordered syllables of

nher poems, the way to that heaven.

*Shaneh maydeleh-pretty girl
*Shidduch-marriage mateh
Shidrin-a Russian town, home of the

ancestors. -

All quotes are from Under the Ladder to Heaven

by Julia Stein, copyright (c) 1984, by Julia Stein

authors
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SOMETHING NEW AT
THE VENICE VILLAGE

THE PIRATES OF VENICE

205 Ocean Front Walk, 396-7007

Garden area seating in a Pirate Hide-away decor, you will be
served by a costumed Pirate Waiter or a Wenche Waitress

STOCKADE LIST.

PIZZA, Opening Regular
S; E‘Fl} Price
SQUIRE. Mozzaralla, Toamato, Basil PO 25 9. 60

MATTEYS SPECIAL. Anchovies, Black Olives, Tomato, Provolone $1.35 3.90

VOLCANQ., Peppercni, Red Peppers, Tomaio, Garlic, Mozzarella. 31.55 3.90
MUTINIER . Bay Strimp. Mushrooms., Tomato., Mozzarclla 2,50 5,00
SHIP'S WRECK. Clams, Basil, Tomats. Mozzarella, Provolone $2.50 5.00
TREASURE CHEST. Beef, Pepperoni, Mushrooms, Olives, Mozza-

rella, Provolone $£3.00 h.00
PIG'S EYE. Ham, Bacon, Tomato, Spinach, Mozzarella ¢3.00 6.00
Our PIZZAS are 8" and ara either mgsn of whale . =23t or plain.

We zlen serve spaghettl, stews, chicken, santiwiches, salads, omeletles,
hamburgers, desseris an<d all the fun you can handle. We will have
a NONE SMOKING SECTION and have plenty of room for parties.

SAVE MONEY AND DO YOUR
XMAS SHOPPING AT THE
VENICE VILLAGE

. 7 Califorma
FE St

CLOTHING €0,

All Gift Items are at

Non-Gender, forward fashion Wholesale Prices

Wholesale prices. Travel Bags

Open 7 days 10 am/8 pm Clocks, Radios, Toys,
(213) 396-2338 Watches and Much More

PARKINGLOT =~ ° : ] St
205 Ocean Front Walk, Nﬂrth of Ftase Avenue s
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— Venetian In Venice. ..

Jeff Cohen

The train was no longer on the mainland. It was
barrelling into the lagoon. I was pacing between the
sides of the train trying to get the best view out the
dirty windows., The Italians eved me strangely -
gafter all, I had this huge smile on my face and the
only thing visible was a smelly refinery bellowing smoke

out of the water. Yet | couldn't control mvself. Venezia,

Italv - what we know as Venice - was just [ive minutes
ahead.

[ can't remember such & rush of anticipation since
aboul six o'elock on the first night 1 knew I'd spentd
totallv alone with mv girlfriend. That was fifteen
vears ago.

And Venice hasn't disappointed. In fact, stumbling
around here for a week will put vou in the same blissed
out consciousness that a guru asks months and thousands
of dollars for.

On day one 1 viewed the panorama of Venice from
atop the Camponile {tower) and went into a trance,
nearly weeping in Joy at the centuries-accumulation
of beautv, art and civilization: the palaces, churches,
bridges, sculptings, spires, arches, and domes that
adorn Lthe other-wordlv canal grid. It was one of those
"ALL ONE LIFE/UNITY" experiences vou read so
mueh about on Dr Bronner's Soap bottles. Pure jov
and then a bit of despair. I'm marvelling at the centuries
of inspiration and labor il took to create Venice, and
the thought creeps in that it will take only seconds
te obliterate it, (Although unpopular, the NATO missiles
are now being installed in [taly.) Then I hear myself
sav: "If only Reagan would spend one hour on this
tower, seeing Venice exactlv as 1 am - not a movie,
not a posteard, not a brieling book - then he'd have
to wake up to what it means to threaten the extermina-
tion of civilization, of accumulated history.”

It was pure zixties in 118 naivete, like the acid-indue-
ed fantasy of fitteen vears ago that if onlv Nixon would
turn on, he'd so understand his unity with all life that
he's stop staughlering Vietnamese. Bul up on the tower,
I was totally saber. Which is precisely the point: if
ever a place could render the use of psvchedelics totally

*superfluous, It's Venazia.

Best "Buzzes” in Venice
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This cily on water takes some getting used to.
When yvou jl:lmp on the #1 bus here, it's a boat. Whep
vou eross Rialto, vou've crossed a wide, sculpted bridge
on which there's a market place. You don't g0 two
blocks up and turn left, you go two canals up. I've
seen ambulance-boats, taxi-boats, police patrol~boals,

a "just married" boat in the form of a gondola. 1 thought

[ saw a hearse-boat. 1 have not Seen one Car.

The bus-boats ("vaporetti") are a real treat, the
best way to see the facings of the historic palaces

and churches that line the canals, especially treasure-fil-

led Grand Canal, No front yards. The water laps

at the front steps, green With moss, cl_f each building.
(Some of the palaces of old, and quasi-palaces, are
now mere apartment buildings.) The #1 bus lumbers
up the crowded Grand Canal, switching lanes to get

around gondolas. [t's typically [talian that the slower
ol the two bus lines is called the "Accelerated.”

The tourists stick mostlv to the lines that ply the
Grand Canal and go on to the beuch island, the Lido.
For the locals, the vaporetto is nothing more than
a faol of evervday life. Friends will time their arrivals
ta meet on the same boat, getting on at different
points along the canal route. You'll see a local glance
nervously nt her watch as a result of a behind-schedule
boat, The tourlets are obliviou:.

Caffeine Junkies Unite

Py I'ssie la Fresseur de [a Yenta

Perhaps it was the unfortumate influx and in-
Floernce oof the beansprout crowd, but has anyone
noticed how hard it is too find a good aup of
caffee 1n Venice?

Essie's criteria for a good cup of ooffee i3
this: strong, fresh, gharp, with enough caffeine
tn start the ol' heart.

The .1 on PaciFic Ave. and Windward has
teen mentionad before as having good coffee—
good news, they're expanding their sit-down
space.

Now Fseie ie goina to deo battle with the
gstablishiment, that hang-out of what is thought
bt e Ehe truly hip, ane of the oldest surviving
restaruants on the Ooean Front Walk, the Tafays-
ette Cafe, Itg heen a year since Fseie has been
dragaed kicking and screaming into the place of
flabby frozen potatoes. Ah, perhaps they've
mistaken the Beatnik definition of cool for below
body temperature food. And the coffee was weak
and just as overpriced as any other restaurant
in this tourist trap Essie calls hare. An
impeachable scurce tells Essie that a good treat
is the waffle with a2 scocp of vanilla ice cream
and topped with maple syny (the Iafayette's
special artificially flavored maple syrup). It
sounds like an unforgettable experience and Fssie
doesn't even want to begin to remamber.

Another problem Essie has rin into is that
coffee and Ffood vary with the weather,
astrological placements of Venus and Uranus, and
the chemical imbalance of the cock.

That is not the problen at the Fig Trees an
Paloma and Ccean Front Walk. Their coffees are
the most reascnably priced iteams on an overpriced
menu. Sametimes one has to play Food Gestapo
with the waiter/waitress—"Fxcuse me, this Cappu-
cino's lukewarm". "Well," sniffs the waiter, "the

finiculas i1s set at boiling, it can't be
lukewarm.” "It is lukewarm.” replies Essie. "It
can't be." “Well, maybe it was hot half-an-hour

ago when you were too busy discussing husiness
with vour break dance guru to deliver it..." The
waiter/waitress gives Essie an I-wouldn't-drink-
caf feine—that 's-what-makes-you-so-grumpy look and
says "They drink it that way in Italy." "I don't

care if 'they' drink it that way in Italy--I say

e B S, e

And then a

its lukewarm and to hell with it."

good, hot, steaming Cappucino is delivered. All
the ooffecc at the Fig Trees are superb. A
they ehould be for the prices they charge. The
food is overpriced alsos Essie advises you to

ignore the food. It's one of those places where
everything locks better on sameone else's plate.

Avoid the Croissant Place on Tudley Ave. on
Ccean Front Walki Essie dressed up in her oracle
rcbe for this onel The service is at best surly.
When Essie Arank her coffee, waak, hitter, old,
¢he felt like a character 1n a Huysman story—
weak, bitter and cld. 'The croissants, well,
they're just as puffed @p, soggy and microwaved
ag anyae else's.

The Caromss l=—-gh, there's a findl On Fose
Bve. and Ocean Front Walk, fresh strong good
poans for 65 cents—you can't go wrong. When I
think of the Carousal, I think of its yearning
to ke all things to all people. French chicken,
salad in croissants, so excellent roasted chick-
en for $4.00, a salad for $1.65. But its the
pizza at $1.20 a slice that holds me. Thick=
cristed but not doughy, not for the effete,
Spago lover, this pizza betrays its prole
origins with every tomato and cregano-laced bite,
its a oood Noo Yawk pizza and the family who runs
the business is friendly! Coutecus! No sesting
ineide, take-out only.

And there's the Fose Cafe on Rose and Main.
S0 many People Essie Knows
tum p their noses
at the Rose

» but Essie like them big, high ~hairs
. for itty bitty derrieres..

.« Their food is fregh,
clean and it lodks a lot mare innovative than it
tastes. The Fose caters to Yuppies and Ladies-
who~1lunch, sc you'll be hearing a lot of deal-
making and conversations about relationashiuvps as
you stand in line—but the coffees are gaod and
worth the price. Of course they have croissants.
They used to be big ol guiche. What does that
tell you?

And Essie hopes everyone will keep search-
ing for a good, hot cup of coffee. @
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1 hope for the sake of the walls here, that whn_ever
serawls "Vallevs Go Home! in our Venice never witnesses
the tourist invasion of Venezia. It is frightful to be_ehnld.
Ravmond Chandler would sav the place is "filthy with
tourists." The worst offenders are the tour groups
- usually German, American, or French - obnoxiously
loud and oversized . .. ludierous in their attempts
to navigate a narrow bridge or walkway. The groups
lollow behind their flag-waving tour guides like sheep
behind a bellwether, narrowly avoiding collisions with
each other. Luckily for the rest of Venice, they rarely
venture away from the central Rialto-San Marco corrid-

or. It's amazing how few tourists of any kind can be
l'ound on back-ways or outer islands.

So when Mary MeCarthy wrote that the tourist
Venice is Venice, she was only half-right. She's on
target with respect to the gondola scene. Each evening
hefore opening for business, the gondoliers can be
seen spit-polishing their tackily ornate, narrow, black
vessels. And some actually do serenade their passengers.
Most customers seem to pay for the ride - about
$25 per hour - for the right to photograph it. I saw
three voung, Japanese men on their gondola ride:
one was filming his two friends, each of whom was
busy photographing scenes on the side of the canal.

There is so much more to Venice than the tourists.
The loecsls are dazzling, Their apartment buildings
- even pocrer ones - are brightly decorated by colorful
shutters, flowers, and of course, clothes flapping in
the wind - sometimes hung across a canal. One day
I was walking along a tiny canal when 1 heard a woman's
yoice - from inside a bar - sweetly humming "Young
Girls Just Want To Have Fun." 1 looked inside. It
was the 60-vear-old bartender. The non-tourist Venice
comes alive at night in the back neighborhoods. Young
gnd old mingle in groups outside in the piazza. Two
teenagers play cards on the bridge. A group of ten
vounger kids - loud cnes - are playing "off the steps"
with a ball, In thit egse, the steps are ol a phenomenal
churech, ornate with statues and masks and columns,
probably worked on for a decade by hundreds of men
five centuries ago. To the kids, it's just their steps
and they're having a ball. Just like last night and the
night before.

It is mostly Ttalians that [requent the Lido's public
beaches on the Adriatic. Here, if you bus to the beach,
it's a boat-bus, for the Lido is an island. Crowded
like our beach. No boardwalk carnival, though.

The dead of Venice are buried on the island of
San Michele. That's all the island is: a cemetary.
But a vast and beautiful one, each grave adorned -
almost daily it seems — by fresh flowers. When I
hopped a vaporetto to the island, I counted way more
Venetians bearing flowers than tourists bearing cameras.
(On San Michele 1t dawned on me how pictures of Venice
actually de-glamorize the place.

Even tourist Venice has its nice quirks. On the
tourist strips where merchants hawk their cheesy souven-
irs and flags, one of the most prominent banners for
sale is a big, red one of Che" HASTA LA VICTORIA
SIEMPRE." On many a tour group's itinerary is the
glass-making demonstration on renowned Murano island.
Tourists ooh and ah at the workers going about their
craft. Peering in through a back window (I'm traveling
cheap), | ~ould see something the tourists couldn't:
in the workers' snack room, a big hammer and sickle
is painted on the wall.

l.ike our Venice, Venezia is politically progressive.

The independant, democratic P.C.L (talian Communist

Party) is the strongest partyv in Venice -~ 35% of the
vote - as it is in most Italian cities. The PCI's presence
is everwhere. Its coloful posters against the NATO
missiles are plastered around town, and it has neighbor-
hood offices - often on quiet side canals (as in "side
streets'") = throughout Venice. 1 got escorted around
one: the "Che Guevara Workers Cirele" office. The
PCI of Venice just hosted a 10-day national conference
on ecology and peace, featuring films and discussions
on the West German Green Party. I did not find a
tenants' union office here, as 1 had in Florence. (The
Florence office had a sign strikingly similar to the
insignia of our own Tenant Action Center.)

iIf Venice, California does not vet have a sister
city arrangement with Venezia, Italy, | propose that
the Venice Town COuncil hold a special meeting just
for that purpose. Since | know there's nobody worse
than a movement persen who makes proposals without
doing the "shitwork" to carry them out, l've got another
motion: | hereby volunteer myselfl to accompany the
delegation to Venezia for that tough task of hammering
out the ddetails of the arrangement. @

(Jelf, & Venice, California, resident for eight years,

is louring Europe as a result of settlement money
received in the lawsuit against LAPD's political spying.
"Thanks Chief.")
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'CIRCLES' STRAIGHTENS OUT

eracle onh Ocean Front

by Patrick McCartney

Walk

This is a Christmas and Chanmukuh story far
anyone who has wondered what happened to Tony
"oircles" and deoesn't know. If you remember, I
reported that Tony, after polishing the asphalt
in a progressively tighter circle for menths in
a driven, haunting pace, was removed from the
Boardwalk only a day before the start of the Los
Angeles Olympic Games.

Tony spent 45 days at Metropolitan State
Hospital in Norwalk. U[uring that time, Tony was
de—loused, cleaned p, fed, and given a camm
anti-psychotic drug, Prolixin.

When Tony returned to Venice in Septenker,

I found it hard to believe that the clean-shaven
face belongad to the Tony I remamnbered,
thrilled to see how lucid and witty he was.
rid he still hear voices, I asked him.
my mother's voice telling me to get off my ass.”

In the time since, Tony has had his ups and
downs, but it's been mostly up. He's worked at
small jobs for the boardwalk vendars; he's per-
severe] with a claim of disability and has be-
gun to receive a Social Security check. That
alorie will make this Christmas warmer for Tony.

Tony told me that the Social Security psy-
chiatrist had a hard time believing how low he

Tony 'Circles’

on a recent day

I was

“Et‘ll}"

25% to 35% Off
N.Y. Times Best Seller List

Located in the Marina Paciflc Hotel
Qffering a unique menu of natural high quality
cortinsntal olyls food!

Open T days for breakiast and lunch,

Mongay thry Frigay, 7 10 2; Saturaay and Sunoay B 10 3.

Up to 70% off on more than 30,000 other books.
Free special order service » Free gift wrap
We ship anywhere in USA = Courteous helpful staff
We are the only book store (st offess full service snd full discounts.

THE DISCOUNT LIBRARY BOOK STORE

The Optginul — Serving L. A. since 1974.

Qutdoor gar-:len patln'Fra-a indoor parhlng
1897 Paciflic Ave. (across from Venice Posl Office), Venice 3887770

12200 Venice Bivd. {1 mile east o Lincoln)
Visa ® Mastercard @ 7 days and evenings

PALRIS o
CLEANING & TAILORINE

¢aislom E esigninge

Los

Angeles
Childbirth
Center

HOME BIRTH - WOMEN'S HEALTH CARE

Exppert Alterations
el Youry Exact specificaticns
B estvling for Men & Woumen

Bestlricesin Fown

430 Lincoln Dival.

/57 Fier Avenue Ir1:.,_,:»-:_.:.
(Bust North of Rose Ave) 30 =138€ eny o
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had sunk. Was it the care he received that male
the difference, I wondered, the clinical effects
of Prolixin? Tony's not taking any medication
now, but you wouldn't know it, except for a hint
of agitation as he works his jaw talking.

Or did Tony's "remission" speak to something
mare mysterious than a mere chemical effect? Had
Tony somehow decided to live?

"It's easier now," Tony tells me. When I
asked him what it was like, walking in circles,
he describes it. "I was in control of walking,
but ocut of control too. 1 saw faces; if I slowed
down at night 1'd see colors. When I walked I
was in a trance. I saw millions of faces—same
with pilgrim hats, some with cowboy hats, modern
faces and prehistoric faces."

Tony's plight touched the lives of many in
Venice. He reminded me of the Melville charac—
ter, Barnalby the Scrivener, who haunted the
offices of his employer until he lived there.
When asked to do anything, and finally when
even asked to leave the office, Barnalby
always replied, "I'd prefer not to."

Tony was like that. When strangers tried
to give him food or maoney, Tony shied away. He
preferred not to receive help, it seened.

His passivity became a polished surface that
reflected our own humanity.

Like many of the penniless who call the
ragadas, the beach and alleys their hames,

Tony has a handicap. For many of the others

the problems aren't so visible as Tony's, but
the need for our canpassion and help is as great.
In Tony's case, help worked miracles.®
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oto Bob Rivkin

Tony cut a lonely figure on the Ocean Front Walk.
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FEMINIST THERAPY DROP-IN GROUP

CHURCH IN OCEAN PARK, CHILDREN"S PLACE
ROOM. 243 HILL ST., SANTA MONICA. 7 to 10 pm
every Thursday.

This is a drop-in group where women can learn to
empower themselves in a concrete way. Come meet
other women and network.

INFO: Bond Wright 393-3779. $6 donation

abnut the C.PUS.A

ma(frwd/mék’

Watte tos Vemice-Sarta. Moviea. Club,
Communis Pofy. 8.6, R0 Boy 250,
180 Luncobwwd:, Vemice. Co,90291
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Sl | [LMM . (213) 392-3937
M MON.-SAT. 9:00-6:30

VENICE-OCEAN PARK

| . SUN 10:00-5:00
1 600 Pacific Avenue at Windward Prescription Dept. MON.-SAT., 9:00-6:30

FULL LINE OF CHRISTMAS CARDS
AND GIFTS

Generics Happy Holidays

FREE DELIVERY L o es)
$2.00 off 1st prescription s PP et

with mention of ad while they last

e -—

A friendly, community oriented store
- good food, good prices -

7N
The

839 Lincoln Blvd. in Venice

(enter on Brooks Ave.)

now delivers!

pizza

This coupon good for one shopping
spree ai member prices.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Hours: Mon-Fri 10 -8, Sat-Sun 10-7
(213) 399-5623

S-11 pm. 392-4687

Wendy Aft

TYPING

392-3169
Polar bears~
A COMPLETE GROCERY STORE, B$§I*;R'SGERNIC€:N i \ g
R $15 Service Ca
COME AND VISIT US IN EANTA MONICA! 5116 lngIEWODd Blvd‘\k j
T S

: n"':"‘ ";“.“t::::f I-l:m Flants B EEEE RS EEEE SN EEEEE
Eorer Vertiy ot High Gueiis ieamin Naturaily ' OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK :
: nm“:r‘itrnn | ] :::. :‘! aEhies H : HII]‘_ : IJITl -
by ey g e i o A 301 i St: # El Camino Real Restaurant =
: Whele Grain Grinder Oeneg Tionica, Gl goges B 1519 Lincoln Blvd. Venice, CA B
: ;":r a !;‘:ttﬁ:'in:'!:# cmade Vegetarian dﬂZ"fSQI ' . COM ‘ ' -
¢ sturing Homem ) PLETE MEXICAN MENU n

Specialty Dishes 'OPEN 9 A.M. to 9 P.M,

BALL HOMEMADE FRESH SEAFOODS
FRESH MENUDO ON WEEKENDS =

8 Food to go Call 823-5606 Catering™®
LIIIIIIIIII_II“IIIIII

e E ™
.‘wg_gg_gide “Early Abortion
= WWH’S 'gi rth Control
b A ‘Pregnancy Tests
& clinic s
*Colposcopy
NEED MONEY? a0l i
=4 Blgod Tests
“Menopause Progra
$$ CASH IN YOUR GOLD, SILVER & JEWELRY $$ & G IO =

7

836-6563

(State Licensed Buyers)

Counseling
Roland Saher, MFCC

Poly-Gems Plus 1% Blocks East of

11162 Washington Blvd. Sepulveda on
Culver City, CA 90230 Washington Blvd.

Specializing in Support to (Single!) Parents

10% of proceeds to Venice Beachhead

Shding Scale Fee, Insurance Welcome

399-6285
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MOE STAVNEZER

This is the Beachhead's 16th year of publishing.
Yet, it seems, there are many of vou out there without
the vaguest notion of how it's done. So, into the breach
| come trotting with this publie interest story about
the way we, the Collective, operate (subtitled, Every-
thing You Always Wanted To Know About the Beachhead
But Didn't Care Enough About To Ask.).

An excellent example of Beachhead policy was
on display in our Special Election lssue last month.
There, on one page, you could find Sandv Blixton urging
a vote for the Peace & Freedom Party candidate for
Congress while, on ancther page, [ urged a vote for
Mel Levine! Moral: rarelv dees the Beachhead take
& collective editorial position. The basic instinet of
this, and the provious, collactive ig to air the many
and diverse views of people in the communily who
take the time Lo write grticles, We are unabachedly
a bit left of center as a group (The right has plenty
oI money to get its views known.). Bul that does not
mean that we have the same politics - = far [roem
it. We may lean in the same direction but quite different
winds have bent us. Collectives, past and present,
nhave generally agreed to disagree on any number of
subjects and to refrain from shoving one position down
the throat of other collective members. That sometimes
mesans hefty arguments, hurt feelings, and bruised
egos -~ but all of that comes with the territory.

Anyone can join this madness, The Beachhead
meels Lhree Saturdays a month == omitling Lhe first
Saturday of the month -~ in a spacious room above
the Fox Theater, penarously given us by Rel Murrow.
We begin at 11 am and go until the tasks for cach
meeting have been completed, sometimes in the late
afternoon. In order to bring a measure of sanity and
consistency into the organized chaos that typifies
the collective, we met some vears ago to establish
a regular routine for each of the meetings. During
the first and second meetings we read articles and
poetry and accept (the vast majority) or reject them.
On the second Saturday, our most gruelling meeting
in my opinion, we aieo aseign accepted gariicles 1o
pages in Lhe paper and also invent the headlines for
the articles. (Generally, if an author wants a particular
headline we accept it, unless, of course, we all think
it's unacceptable for one reason or anather.) Also.
generglly speaking, we do not accept articles that
are racist, sexist, or just plain very poorly written.
Neither, generally, do we publish right-wing stuff.

A couple ol years ago we began to have the headlines
done prolessionally, instead of press-typing them the
day of paste-up - - the ritual that takes place on the
third Saturday. This has freed us from the tedium
of press-typing each headline the day of paste-up,
but also robs us of a vertain amount of creative sponta-
neity (another compromise). The creation of headlines
in this manner illustrates another ongoing debate -

- the Punky vs. neat argument. The last few collect=
ives have made room for both extremes in this debate
- = people who insist that the way the paper looks
("Se wheat if the headline is erooked!") is unimportant,
to those who leel that the way it looks ("The god-
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damned Leadlines are all crooked!") is all important.
For the most pert, the centrists have carried the day
in this debate - - we try to make the paper look 8s
good as we can, realizing thal each of us has varying
talents concerning lavout and different eyes where
art is concerned.

‘The same is true In typing Lhe articles, Contrary
to popular myth, the Beachhead does not have a quota
of typos for each article. About 90% of all the articles
are typed by members of the Collective who, as vou
may have noticed, have different levels of skill at
the keyboard. We have discovered that a good typewri-
ter (IBM Selectrics are wonderful.) makes a whole
bunch of difference as far as reproduction is concerned.
Manual typewriters are especially bad, mamhr because
the type is uneven and seems to "break up" during
the printing process. If you want to write an article
and don't have a gnud tvpewriter, don't be discouraged
.. .if the article is accepted we'd rather type it than
have it come out unreadable in the [J.E[}EI 3

We've been going to Lhe same DI"IH'[EI‘ for about
as long as anvone can remember - - Glendale Precision
Rotary Press. It's not a union press (for which we-
gre sometimes criticized) but they print a number
of alternative papers, and have resisted police harrass-
ment over the Beachhead and other publications.
We like our printer and our printer likes us,

Collective members do a lot more than put the
paper together.
tion each month -- we get lots of help from the
community with this job, thank goodness. We are
also responsible for getting the ads that keep the paper
going, & job that none of us likes & whoele lot bul one
that is absolutely essentigl - since there don't seem
to be any sugar daddies or moemmies willing to support
us. When we do a fund raiser (usually once a vear)
all of us also share the responsibility for that as well.
Needless to say, the Collective i3 a busy bunch and
appreciates all the help we can get in any aspect of
"doing" the Beachhead.

We are all responsible for some distribu-
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submitted Lo us.

Oh yes, an important point not yel mentioned con-
cerns editing articles. We do NOT edit original articles
If an grticle needs editing we return
it to the author for revision. We do edit press releases
or canned articles (those that are xeroxed and have
obviously been sent to a number of publications).
There are good and bad consequences of this policy
and the Beachhead has felt that the good outweighs
the bad both in terms of work involved in editing and,
more important, in allowing people to say their piece
the way they'd like to have it said, without the imposi-
tion of our writing skills or values. 1 think that the
policy has served the paper and the community quite

well.,

So there you are, the skinny about the Beachhead.
But vou're not going to get away without a pitch. If
you can afford a few pieces of gold, please toss them
our way. The Beachhead operates from month to month
with very little cushion in our bank account, 1If you'd
like to write, draw, take photos (one of our weakest
areas), help distribute the paper, or join the Collective
all we can say is DO IT. Our number and address are
on the masthead and we'd just lave to hear from you

@

At Vsssce Beach

QUALITY CHARBROIL

10am-Spm
Qecean Front Walk

Winter Hours:
1301




by mempilis siim

The Reagan administration is asxing
for S2Z5 billion through- 1989 for research
and develapment 0of their "5tar Wars"
tecunology. Actual firoduction costs are
vresently considered between 5100 billion
and $500 billion to put these weapons 1n
Space.

Here's what yvou're gonna get: An
glectron beam that's a Frankenstein orig-
inally known as the cathode ray tube.
They've got one of thesge at the Lawreancea
Livermore Lab. This particle beam ac-
caelarator destroys the targets structur-
ally but only at close range. Then,
we've got your basic high energy laser.
Just point at the foendLng missle and
you burn a hole in the rocket, 1f you
don't miss. They're also dusting oOrff
Lne “1dea of interceptor rockets. Remem-
per Nixon's ABM (anti-ballistic missle
syatem) , well 1it's alive again., MY
tavorite is the X-ray' laser technolmqy.
This converts small nuclear nlosions
into: such massive x-rays that the ICBM
is destroved in the boost stage when 1t's
nottest and slowest. It'll also give the
neighbors complete dental x-rays at no
extra cost. One ¢f the most
nidepus sounding is the hypervelocity
clectromaghetic rail gun. This uses tna
princliple of a magpnetic field accelera-
tinrg an armature to fire a projectile at
the speed of 3 miles a second. They'
taken James Watt's basic electricity
and made 3 gun oat of it. There are
id2sas being tozegod around but thesge
aologies are the ones most often ussed as
axambles 'of tHe "Star wars" concept.
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The proponents of these tachnologies

are such divecrsc people as Edward Teller
father 0of the H=-Bomb, James Fletcher,
former head of NASA, and Lt. General
James Abrahamson, head of the project
presently.

Voices of the sane include the Con-
gressignal Office of Technology Assess-
ment, which says the feasibility of any
of this working 1s so remote that it
should «not be cublic policy. The Union
of Concerned Scientists states that a
total ballistic-missle defense 1s unat-
tainable. Dr. Kosta Tsipis, a phvsicist
at MIT, says that the system has to
work perfectly Lhe fiyrst Eie a2t usacd
and it bas to complete it's gperation in
lgg=2 than 200 secondz. Plus,
measures that would knock out the system

i

are much cheaper,
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main defense against this ultra-
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killer satellite

expensive technology is
which the Russians have already.
them space mines Another

call

will bring peace with the Russians is
that the Russians can simply build and
launch more missles than the system can
destroy.

SO even though it can't work, com-
panies are already working on some of
the projects.,
lasers. Lockheed is working on the
mirror prototype needed by the chemical
laser, Haclr one of these projects is in
the magnitude of the Manhattan Project.
General Dynanics, the largest single
defense contractor and a company Lhat
pald no income tax last yvear is working
on the hyper-velocity rail gun.

This, ladies and gentlemen, ig the
réeal "Star Wars." e
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ARCHERS cont

The general (enor seemed to be that these people
were dangerous, there was no point in negotiating
with them. and they should just be moved out,

. Dur smull proup disagreed. We said we would go

to the pagnda, hegin Lhe negotiation process, and anyone
who wanted to come was welcome to join us. And

we starled down toward the boardwalk.

We were about & third of the way down when one
of the meeting's organizers came running after us,
bearing the message that those who had remained
behind had taken a vote that we shouldn't go - that
we couldn't go. We pointed out that since we hadn't
parficipated in the vate, we didn't have Lo abide by
it, and continued on down to the pagods.

There were some very real concerns among the
people in our group. One woman's young son hacl witnes-
sed # couple having sex behind the pagoda, in full view
of the beach. He'd come home and described it same-
what graphieally to his mother. She said she didn't
warit Il to learn sboul love in this way. But, she'd
bean through hard times hersell and certainly wasn't
about lo comndemn anybody for living out on the street.
She just wanted to express her concern.
not personally bothered or awakened by the late night
fights, revels and conversations of the street people

were nontheless sympathetic to their neighbors' aggrava-

Lion and wanted to find a peaceful solution to the
praolem.

: think most of us were a little nervous. But we
approgched the pagoda dnd began talking quielly to
anvone who'd listen. Soon spokespeople for the pagoda
dwellers began to emerge. And a dialogue was started.

At first it was tentative — on both sides. Then
we introduced ourselves and several conversations
started. They indicated that this was more or less
the end of the line for them and they didn't want any
trouble. A man named "Beep” told me that in the
twenty years he'd been living off and on at the beach
he'd never known snyone wheo lived east ol Speedway.
In twenty years. "It seems as though we all do hive
in the same neighborhood,” he said, "and we ought
Lo know each other."

Small World Books

1407 Ocaan Front Walk
Venice, CA 90291

(213} 399-2360)

Others, although

The pagoda dwellers agreed to Keep their own noise
down. But they pointed out that they weren't responsible
for all the noise -~ = anybodv can walk down the board-
walk and throw over garbage cuns, yvell, seream, break
bottles, You don't have to reside in a pagoda to do
that, or live on one of the neighboring walk streets.
Anyone, they pointed out, can do that. Nevertheless,
they said that since they lived here, and had no alterna-
tive to living here, they would do what they could
te accomuodatle our need [or quiet.

We returned Lo the meeting and reportied what
had happened to those who had remained in the safety
of the carport, 1 think it was at this point that the
policeman pointed out, rather gratuitously, that the
eroup seemed somewhat divided as to what it wanted
10 do., It was clear that the idega of making citizen's
arrests had met its appropriate end.

There was one more Neighborhood Watch meeling
- the following week. This one was & good deal more
sparsely attended. The heat had broken during the
past few days and we stood around in the darkening
chill of early evening. A couple of the louder men
from the previous meeting scknowledged that the
street noise had indeed subsided considerably. Others
still wanted to express their anger and indignation
about the various goings on down at the boardwalk.
Some of us pleaded for understanding, and a more

Al

MILO PRODUCTIONS

MARK FURCICK
(213) 396 - 1778

Photography
Writing Consujtation

Harguerite M. Buckley

Buckley & Webb

enlightened involvement than just calling the police
on those who slept outside.

We talked about getting together with other Neigh-
borhood Watches and jointly pressuring the county
or city to provide {ood and shelter for the homeless,
The woman who'd lirst come to my door volunteered
lo arrange the next meeting - to include other Neigh-
borhood Watch representatives. 1 offered my house
for the meeting, since the days were getting short
and cool. Anpd that's where it was left - that we'd
be notified of another meeting.

That was months ago. There hasn't been another
meeting as lar us 1 know. If there has been, | certainly
haven't been notified of it. 1 suspect that people just
wanted to express their rage and really didn't want
to do anything - - didn't have the energy or interest

in doing anything about the root causes of their problem.
And the very least that the small group of eight of

us was able to do was stop direct action against the
street people - - or at least slow it down. But we

haven't come up with a selution. Although recently
a neighbor has begun trying to generate interest in

the idea of surplus restaurant food distribution.

| think two things put an end to the angry Watch
meetings: one was th&t the noise did actually abate;
and the other was that the weather got cooler. We
were able to close our windows at night against what
noise remained. Street people huddled earlier under
blankets to escape the cold. Maybe some found other
kinds of shelter, away from the evening winds. So,
for the time being, the problem itself has been reduced.
Not the causes of the problem - the numbers of home-
less = but the manifestations, particularly the noise.
Perhaps there are fewer car thefts; | certainly hear
fewer car alarms in the evenings. As if they'd gone
into hibernation for the winter.

What worries me, | suppose, is what happens next
summer - if we have another hot spell. Under another
four years of a Reagan presidency there surely won't
be fewer homeless people on the streets. What's going
to happen then? In the face of more homeless people,
and quite likely more noise and aggravation, how is
my block going to behave? Will we look for solutions?
Or eall in the Archers of the Poor. @

SHOP CO-OP

Open to the public

1530 Broadway
Santa Monica » 451-8902

Attorneys at Law

1448 Fifteenth Street#107

Santa Monica, CA 90404
(213) 451-1729
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commMuUAity r:LGion ART

evenu lst Unitarian Church of Los Angeles, 2936 ice Bl, Artists Amalia Mesa-Bains,Akemi

west 8th St.,LA.(213)389-1356. Ucniyama,Linda Vallejo and Terry Wolver-
CHRISTMAS BAZARAR:Dec. 1 and 2. S5at.,Dec. ton. Sat.,Dec. 1lst at 8:00 PM. $5 Admis-

l1st,1PM=8Pm.Italian dinner at 6;30for $5. sien.
Julia Stein,Poet. Readings from her new

50.Dbec. 2nd 12:30-2PM. No admission.
poetry on Central America. BOOKWORKS,

"This is our revolution" Dr. Farley
Wheelwright,Sun.,Dec. 9th at 11AM.

3517 Centinela,Friday,Dec. 7th at 7:30.

F-REE .

Music by Lennie and Cricket Potash.

"THE NEED FOR AN INTERNATIONAL PEACE
MOVEMENT" Trina Cornwell,Sun.,Dec.l6th
at 11aM. Music by THE MISSIONARY CHRIS =
TIAN CCLLEAGUES. o BRI
"WAS JESUS A COMMUNIST?" Rev. Philip ZWEI-FJ":
ling.Sun, ,Dec. 23 at 11 aM. Music by the 3
lst Unitarian Choir.

ATHETISTS UNITELD: Moenthly meetings at ]
Chace Park in Marina fdel Rey.(Bl3)9B6-525¢ &8
Public Invited. |

ALCOHOLISM CENTER FOR WOMEN:0pen Mike nite &8 ‘ C TN PR
Sat.,Dec. Btn at BPM.2880 Rowena Ave., (o Ul WEES
Silver Lake.Tickets $2.Info: (213)381-780¢ k&

"I DON'T KNOW WHAT I WANT TO 0O WHEN I
GROWN UP" Life and Career Planning Workshop
sat,. ,Dec, B8th,9:30 AM-3:30 PM.S10 a4d.
1147 8. Alvarado S5t.,LA. (213) 381-7805.
"PERSONAL SPIRITUALITY" Sat.,Dec. 15th

10:00 Am-3;00 PM,1147 S5, Alwvarado St.,
LA.510 admission. (213) 381-7805.

LGOS ANGELES MEN'S COLLECTIVE: Sun. ,Dec. L
JND, 1440 8. Harvard,Santa Monica.Potlucks

7-8 PM and raps from 8-10 PM. $4 donation
(213) 396-3655.

[ OLI [ ICS FRIENDS OF VENICE LIBRARY Christmas Pro-

PEACE AND PREEDOM PARTY MEETINGS gram.Venice Branch Library,610 California

The santaﬂ!‘h"[u?lcnﬁcg]ﬁ: Peace and lsreedum Pﬂrtj.r ave., ,Weds.,Dec. 12 at 7:00 PM. o charge.
meeis on the first and third Sundsy of each month Tl - x

_ &t 7:30 p.m. at 1354 West Washington Boulevard in LNEQ B2 i~1rCd.
Yenice. For information call 399~ 3533 or 387-L113

EVERYONE IS AN ARTIST Workshop. Dec. 28th
8:00 to 11:00.225 Santa Monica B;vd.,ﬁtn
Floor,Santa Monica. Info:Bond Wright,

333=3778.
Fl Satvador: Backgrownd to the Crisie, 148 pages with maps.
Send $6.95 (includes handling) ro RECON, P,0, Box 14602

Philadelphia, PA 19134,

SANTAL MONICA DEMOCRERATIC CLUB:
Sunday.Dec.,2nd,1:30 PM at RetAil Clerks
Hall, 1410 3nd St.,Santa Menica. Selecting
delegates to the State Central Commlittees
and State Deme., Convention. All 44th

A.D. Democrats welcome.

Thurs.,Dec. 27 th at 7:30 PM.Regular Meet-
ing,Senior Recreation Center, 1450 Ocean A popIN FLOWER BAND:Sat.,Dec. 1lst at 8:00FM
i Church in Ocean Park,235 Hill St. Santa

Monica, (213) 399-1631.57 admission,
Post Office Snafu

IVt ilee

SANTA MONICA CHAMBER MUSIC ORCHESTRA:
Sun.,Dec. 2nd at 44+00 PM.; Sattta Monica's
School Auditoripm, 1030 Lincoln Blwvd.,
Santa Mopica.FREE.Info:394-3701.
CHILDREN'S CONCERT at 2:00 PM.

Sociall

SINGLETARIANG :Unitarian Community CHUYEH
1260 18th 3t.,Santa Monica.Inio:-394- 4318.
MYTHS & TRUTHS OF TRANSSEXUALITY-A PER-
SOMAL STORY. Forbes Hall, 1721 Arizona,
behind the Church. Donation $3.Dec.2 at 8
ALICE EDLRED-'ANGER' WORKSHOP.Forbes Hall
Dec, 9th at 8:00 PM.53.

PAST LIVES THERAPY.Forbes Hall, bec. 16th
at 8:00 PM. Donation %3.

A CR

A CHRISTHMAS PARTY WIlsm ALL THE FIXINGS.
23rd at 8:00PM. Forbes Hall.

ke *L Sunday . Dec.
jkjhbﬁhtr Of course it's §3. e
5 s NEW DEVELOPMENT IN ADOPTION,CHILD CUSTODY
F.o P > CU & CHILD ABUSE.Sunday,Dec. 3lst at 8:00 PM
Al W b= Porbes Hall,$:
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O"" s S g 5 * Tenant Counseling
Where is thies theatrezHollywood?Downtown? ® Eviction Defense
No. This is the Indoor Venice Pavilion, * Organizing Assistance
MmOBtlY inactive since the city built a °
e rmation
roof over the original open-air structure o cn"fml i
26 years ago. The grass-roots Revitaliza- ’ y '
tion Organization is presenting COLONY ﬂﬁi’ﬁ'ro Us.. @ 442 Lincoln Bl. Venice 90291
a4 play by Glenn Hopkins depicting the lst k esday J!P \
international group to live on the moon. wed like tohear ﬂ"“”'f 4 T“ﬁ“gvf:;:"] - zp: Jop 5
2:30 PM Sat. and Sun. beginning dov. 24th s g i :
Info:399-0011. ; 9929255 i
A .
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a remarkable THEATER EVENT by Glenn Hopkins

and The Venic they Co.
a{ Windward Avenue

Live! Afternoons at THE INDOOR VENICE PAUEL]E}H
al the Boardwal

tickels — 52.50
students & :
seniors — $1.00

Dec. 1 — Dec -
information: 299-0011

Saturdays &

Sundays at 2:30 pm
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THOMAS’

extraordinary

WORLD FAMOUS

Chili DogseChili Fries

FABULOUS
©O¢ BREAKFAST
'LOWEST PRICES

3 Eggs, Potatoes, Toast & Jelly

§ 108 Washington St. Marina del Rey ® 90291 24 Hrs.
249 Lincoln Blvd. at Rose ¢ Venice ® 7 AM-3 AM




