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PROPERTY TA

WE GOT

Bleeding Venice got stuck real good this
time, People here are usually on the short
end of the stick when it comes to govern-
ment services or protection, and now most
of the commmity's land and buildings have
been re-assessed at 607 to 115% higher
values, for property taxes, by Los Angeles
County Tax Assessor Philip K, Watson., It
isn't just a big property tax increase,
it's the second biggest increase anywhere
in Los Angeles County this year,

Venice property valuations have been
doubled like this, not because a construc-
tion industry fairy in a hard hat flew over
Us one summer day and built twice as much
valunable stuff. No, ir's because Philip
Watson thinks this is what should happen
in Venice, His tax assessor's office
does not value property ed on how the
property is used at the present, Instead,
tax men figure property values at what
they think would be the property's so-
called "begt use" in the future.

In other words, if a piece of land has

By Chuck Gross

1 coctage on it now, or a funky old building

“or a small howe, but some day the land

covld, theoretically, have s high=rige hotel

#itting on it, or a luxury home or g free-
way, then the tax assessor's office pre-
cends such lavish development has already
happened on the land. So they say the
land is worth twice as much right now.

In fact, they say this even the Imag-
ined development would be next door or
down the street from the property in
question This 18 a very speculative
approzck ro waluing property, but -this is
how rthe "best use" theory works for de-
ciding how much a piece of property is
‘Teally" worth for taxes.

~ Why the county tak assessor applies
this kind of concept is a good question.
“hat it means, though, is that renters and
gimall homgownezs in Venice have another
giant tax incr®ase on their hands. It
probably won't hurt big landlords much,
because most likely they'll just pass the
€tost on to their tenants by raising

rents -- a lot,

Besides the "best use" theory, the tax
nen have another explanation that they be-
lieve dictates raising our taxes. 1It's
a bit contradictory,

In 1973, Venice got a huge property
tnn increase like this year's because

'

|

|

4

THE PRIZE

tax assessor thought Venice looked
t for develepers., Nearly undiluted
~est uge' theory explained the 1973

increase, 'This time, however, they say
that propertv is also worth more in
Venice even rhough there will not be
develnpment as fast as it seemed in 1973,
For instance, the Nixon/Marina Freeway
extension has been stopped, and the Coast-
al Commission =lows things down somewhat .
According to the "best use" theory then,

this year you wouldn't expect Venice prop-?ﬁﬁ?ﬁéff

erty values to be much higher,

But Mr, Watson has this other reason
for upping property values here, 1It's *
"the popularity of the Venice lifestyle "
Except a lot of the residents of Venice
who are involved in the "informal 1ife-
style" that tax men admire so much, a lot
0f these people won't be living he:e much
longer when they can't pay the new: rent
increase,

Moreover, the bigzest increases in
all of Venice, the increases of 115% in
property valuation, were in the Qslwood

comumity, Wha "D‘?& allsi “oop-
ukar,"” "infdfhif*Ven;czs!igifm e" got
ro do with life in the carefree Oakwood
commmity? It isn't even at the beach,
but Mr, Watson stomped people there the
worst, with 115%, :
If this isn't too far out, maybe it's
because Oskwood voted more strongly for
Ma¥or Bradley than other parts of Venice.
it's interesting to speculate this way,
since most of the other property valuation
increases were on the liberal west side of
Los Angeles, where among other things
white people voted for a black mayor more
than in most other areas, Just like Oak-
wood stands out in Venice, the west side
stands out compared with most other parts
of Los Angeles, According to one news
item, after the tax assessor took care of
the west side, he "ran out of staff" and
didn't have anyone left to raise valuations
in much of the rest of the county,

Why else does Venice get a special
prize, though, of the second highest prop-
erty tax increase in the county? 1Is it
because "that slement" is so disgusting
anyway? Look at how they live, They
probably just deserve whatever they get,
They ‘re always asking for it,

GET OFF YOUR
ASSESSMENT

By Peter Galbraith

People concerned ahout effects the
recent hike 1n the L.A. County property
tax assessments will have on rents in
Venice should know such tax information
is part of the public record and easv to
obtaln if you know where to go and what
to ask for.

This article will enable you to
estimate a raise in rent by comparing
. the 1974 and 13975 property taxes your
landlord is required to pay.

The process for making the rent in-
crease estimate involves some basic
arithmetic and spending a couple of
hours going downtown to the L.A. County

Hall of Administration to obtain a few
- fax figures. You are entitled to prop-
erty tax information and the civil
servants willl readily assist citizens,

especially those who know what to ask
for. The remainder of this article
will supply you with those questions.

The Hall of Administration is located
at 500 W. Temple St. Entering the
bullding through the Temple Street en-
trance you find yourself on the third
floor. Take the escalators on the right
down te the first floor. At Room 130 =~
Tax Collector's Office, Real Estate ==
inform one of the clerks behind the long
desk on the right you want to know the
1974 taxed pald on the property where
you are living. They will need your
address.

The clerk, after using a microfilm
machine for a few minutes, will return
with several numbers which you should

Continued on Page 2
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~ Venice "rem féa_gue

By Edwin Pearl

=

Over the past few years rents in
Venice and Ocean Fark have been raised
between 25% and 3007%, Many people who
had been paying $85 for singles a year
or two ago are now spending $165 for
the same, ever more run down place, now,
often with a room mate, Only small,
though brave protest actions have diverted
the landlord-developer-governmental
sweep of poor people from their homes in
the beach area,

These rent raises were put on us
without any significant raises in the
landlords property taxes, But now,
Phillip Watson the tax assessor has just
raised the taxes on our homes up to 300%,
with some of the highest raises landing
on the poorest, black and chicano resi-
dents,

The Venice Town Council, together with
the homeowners, the renters and some
small landlords, has begun a struggle
against this latest assault by the as-
sessor and developers, We applaud and
support is fight, But we must also
understand that it is we the renters
who will ultimately pay those tax bills
through higher rents - or we will move
over for those willing and able to pay,

HOW WILL THIS HAPPEN? You've seen it
before. Your next-door neighbor moves
because his rent is upped, Across street
@ nice landlady has to sell because she
can't make the taxes., The new owner im-
mediately doubles the rent for the four
tenants, three of whom are forced to move.
You, yourself, begin choosing between
rent and food, Soon, people are also
moving because the newer, wealthier te-
nants don't like them, call the police on
"strange' types, etc,, etc, This scen-
ario has been happening more and more
lately, and could be an everyday reality
when the tax bills come due in December
and February,

CAN WE DO ANYTHING TO PROTECT OURSELVES?
The only honest answer is "'perhaps.' But_
it is certain that most of us will be out
very soon unless we begin working intel-
ligently, together, and right away’

Continued on page 2
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AsSssessment..
Continued from Page 1

take down: the Map Book, Page and
Parcel numbers which locate the property
in the county records. Yoéu will also be
given the 1974 value of the property and
the value of the "improvements:" improve-
ments meaning the building. Together
the total of these numbers the assessed
value on which the landlord was taxed

in 1974. B

The c¢lerk will also give you the
amount pald in taxes in 1974. Be sure to
get the tax rate which is in dollars of
tax per hundred dollars of property value.
and get the number of the Tax Rate Area,
which you will need later.

You now have the taxes pald by your
landlord on the property in 1974. 1In
order to determine the 'tax increase, you
need to compare the 1974 figures with the
new assessment figures which you will
find in the basement of the same bullding,
one floor down.

Go to Boom B-4 -~ Aggessment Appeals
Boards, directly across the hall from the
As you walk into the room
there are bookshelves along the walls
and tables and chalrs in the cenfter. On
the end of each bookshelfl there 13 an
index. Using the Map Book, Page, and
Parcel numbers you can find the volume
in which the property is listed. Select
the appropriate volume and take it to one
of the tables in the center of the room.
The pages of the volume consist of
vertical columns of information corres=.
ponding to parcels of property listed on
the left. The Map Book, Page, and Parcel
numbers are listed down one of the center
colums. If you have trouble finding the
correct volume or page, or have any
questions concerning the meaning of any
of the figures, alk one of the clerks in
the room for help.

In other columns you will find the
newly assessed propertiy value, and the
new value of the improvements. Noting
these two figures you now have all the
information needed to estimate you rent
increases.

The 1975 tax rate has not yet been set;
it will be announced sometime in ‘
September. You can use the 1974 tax rate:
in figuring the taxes for 1975, although
this willl make fhe estimate less than
in all
; reagéd.

In figuring our rent increase estimate
you may find the form provided here
helpful. By the time you leave the Hall
of Administration you should have filled
in lines (a) through (d). Adding lines
(e) and (d) you will obtain the 1975
texable property value based on the new
assessment

Next you use the 1974 tax rate (b)
to find the projected 1975 taxes. The
1974 tax rate will be a number like
14.0401. This means that for each $100
of assessed property value the owner pay
pays $14.04 in taxes. For you calcula-s
tions you should round off the 1974 tax
rate (b) to two decimal places, re=
membering to increase the last remalning
number by 1 if the dropped number next
to 1t 18 5 or more. Thus 14.0447 1s
rounded off to 14.04, and 15.0352 becomes
15.04.

By taking the taxable value (f) and
moving the decimal point two places to
the left, you obtain the number of $100
units of property value té&xed at the
given rate. If the property value (f)
is §7525, moving the decimal point two
places to the left makes (g) $75.25.

Now multiply (g) times ?b) to obtain
the minimal taxes expected for 1975 (h).
To find the incresase in tases (1),
subtract the 1974 tazew (a) from the
projected 1975 taxes (h).

Assuming the landlord passes all the
tax increase on to the renters equally,
the. estimated tax increase will be split
by tue number of units in the building.
Dividing the projected taxes (h) by the
number of units in the bullding glves
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Beyond Baroque - A Happening
By Lerrie Kazan .

Linked Poems happened August 16 at
Beyond Baroque. Poets met earlier that
-day in groups of three #nd composed
poems which, byulunociatioq,?Eanod.
attended the firet part of
They were spirited and supportive of
one snotlier, Somie of the poetry was good,
some I found pretentious, I particularly
1iked one woman's poem which started out
saying something to the effeet "I wish I
had @ regular job"; continuing, she wanted
a house that someone would rip off while
ghe was in Las Vegas, She wanted some-
thing someone would want to steal,
I hoped to talk with this lady and
persuede her to submit _poems to the
I take the liberty of pars-
phrasing, realizing as I d8 8o that she
did have someting someone wanted to steal.

the rent lncrease possible on each unit.
One way of getting downtown without
fighting traffic and parking is to park
ouBside the area of downtown and ride
one of the mini-busses to within a few
blocks of the Hall of Administration.
Take the Santa Monica Freeway to the
Harbor Freeway, and immediately bear

left so as to avoid exiting traffic for
downtown. Follow-the signs for the Pasa-
dena Freeway. Take the Pasadena Freewsy

_but get off at the first exit, Hill
Street, following signs for Chinatown.
The exit puts you on Hill Street in the

direction of downtown. Turn right either
at the first or second light, College

or Alpine Streets. Within a block you
Will uvsually find parkiag on a resi-
dentisl street with no t rastric-
tions, and no meters,

walk pack vo Hill Street and go one
block farther to Broadway. There you
can plck up a mini-bus to downtown.

Cost 1is only 10 cents, the bus runs
often and the satops are convenient and
distinctive. |

Take the bug just past Temple -
Street. Two blocks west on Temple 18 the
Hall of Adminlstration Building.

When leaving the building from the
basement room, return to the third floor.
and leave by the Temple exit. Walk east
on Temple f§qumi§8treet, where the
mini-bus will
After you are again ensconced in your
vahicle, drove towards downtowm or
Broadway. There will be a freeway on-'¢
ramp on the left before Temple Street.e
Take it for the Harbor Freeway,

kasler, cheaper and dirferent i1s to
take the RTD's Line 75 bus. The yellow
one that stops (among other places) in
fromt of Juergen's restaurant and |
the health food store at Windward and
Pacific wlll take you to the very heart
of the Civie Center. Cost 18 a quarter,
takes an hour (bring a book) and you can
ask the friendly driver for the best

stop to reach the Hall of Administration.
If you get off at City Hall, welk north
to Temple (you'll be on Main). The
Hall of Administration &8 four blocks
west of Main on Temple

10 return to Venice catch the bus

m

ALL SUBMISSIONS FOR THE OCTOBER BEACHHEAD
MUST BE RECIEVED BY SEPTEMBER 20, 1975,

The FSEE VENICE BEACMMEAD is published
once a nenth by the Beachhead Collective as

4 cotmunity information service, It is dis-
tributsd free, but if you wish to be piaced

on thz malling 1ist for a vear, please make

a cantribution of $5.00 or more. The volunteer
staff reserves the right to make decisions
collectively on material published and is
independent of all political and community
organizations. The printing s financed by

the ad donations. The Beachhead encourages

j anyone Co submit news stories, articles,
letters, pnotos, poetry, artwork, short fic-
tion, or other contributions of interest to

the Venice community (send them to P.0. Box
504, Free Venice, California 90201). If return
of the material is desired, a stamped, self-
addressed envelop must accompany it. No pay-
ment 1s made for material used. The Beachhead
collective subscribes to Liberation iew Service
(LNS) and.is a member of the Alternative
Press Syndicate (APS). For information on
ageadlines, call TANK-YUK, 296-9325, 396-1921,
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P.O Box 5’37 CHECKS PAYABLE T0O
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eilr reading.

return you to Chinatown.,

Renters..

Continuad from Page 1

*Legal committees mugst be formed to
fight each individual assault every step
of the waz, to make it as expensive as
possgible for the evictors,

*Legislative committees must coentact
sympathetic legislators, propose general
and specific temant laws, etc,, much as
a few have tried through the Coastal Com-
mission,

*Research must be done into property
ownership in Venice so we can use that in-
formation in our fight,

*We, ourselves must develop an inspec-
tion system to check on health and safety
violations,

*And we must publicige what's happening
both within the community as well as to
renters similarly oppressed, as in Echo
Park, Chatsworth, etc,

. Qur short range goal must be to make

it as difficult as possible for landlords
to raise the rent to unpayable heights,
while struggling for the long range goals
of rent ceilings for the poor and changing
the current method of taxing without any
consideration for who lives on the prop-
erty, and how much money she/he/they can
afford to pay for rent,

The Venice Renters League has just been
formed by over 100 people as a response to
this crisis, The committees, the block to
block organizing; in short, the flesh and
blood of the structure has yet to come into
being. A temporary address (1102 W. Wash-
ington Blvd,) snd phone 399-9553 await
the community's response,

on Spring Street across from City

Hall, Lime 75 boeund for Santa Meaica.
You can eat cheaper In the cafeteria

in the county building or on the tenth

#loer of City Hall than e down-

town, 1t you don't mind institutional

food. Or you can brown bag it and picnic

at some pleasant cilvic parking garsge or
helistop.
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- TREATY TRAMPLED

By Red Bird

For over 100 years, the Homestead
Mine Co, of San Francisco has been leasing
the Black Hills of South Dakota from the
U.S. government to mine gold, But how
many of us know that the Black Hills
belong to the Sioux Nation? Recently,
the U,S, government has effered 17.4
million for the Black Hills but the
Indians have turned it down, Some
traditional Indians say that land is
sacred and must not be sold, Others
say it is a rip-off,

There is a treaty amongst many which
the W.S, government has broken umpteen
times, e treaty aigned at Fort Laramie,
Wyoming, in April 1868 by two independent
nations, the Sioux and the U,S, iz a le-
gal document, The first paragraph of that
treaty says that the two nations shall
not make war on each other, The second
garagraph defines the boundaries of the

ioux Nation and that includes much of
land of Montana, Wyoming, North Dakota
and South Dakota, Today, only a fraction
of the original tract of this land is
left to the Sioux Indian tribes and the
D:gt. of Interior means to rip even this
off.

Very "subtly," the U.S, government
appointed its own Dept. of Interior to
deal with the leasing of mineral rights
on the Indian reservations, Peabody Coal
Co, 18 strip-mining the Black Mesa and
destroying the land belonging to the Na-
vajos, Westmoreland Coal Co,, Kewanee
0il Co,, Pennsylvania-Virginia Co,, 'Mor-
rison-Knudson Co,, are all out to covet
Indian land with the assistance of the
Dept. of Interior, land that belongs to
the Cheyennes and the Crows. The alarm
of "energy shortage" is raised as a cam-
cuflage in the search for enormous profite
at the expense of the Indian people,

The siege at Wounded Knee, 1973 raised
the question of rip-offs, Before the war-
riors laid down their weapons, an aggree-
ment was reached that the Federal govern-~
ment consider the following:

1, The formation of a commission to
examine the 371 broken treaties made with
the Indian people, .
2, The repeal of the Indian Re-organi-
zation Act of 1934 which helped make the
rip~off of Indian lands easier for the U.S,
government, 1t set up puppet governments,
the Bureau of Indian Affairs, to help
steal the land and pac¢ify the Indian
people, An election free from violence and
frayd on Pine Ridge was also demanded,

...and gﬁggi_dﬁ%i!

3. A demand to deal with the whole
matter of the Bureau of Indian Affairs
the auditing of the books (corruption is
rife on Pine Ridge) and the whole question
of corporate interests versus Indian
peoglea' rights mist be raised,

t 18 two years since these demands were
made and presented to the U,S, goverument
and they have been ignored. Instead the
government takes the tactic of harassment
of those who speak to their rights.

The traditional chiefs of the Sioux Na-
tion, Chief Frank Fools Crow, Chief David
Flying Hawk, Chief Luke Weasel Bear, Chief
Charles Red Cloud, Chief Frank Kills Enemy,
and Chief Matthew Bear Shield have unified
the Sious Nation, They will be faci the
Uu.S, iovernncnt in Washington to ask for a
redefinition of the Treatys.of 1868, And
just as the FBI could not invade Canada,
80 could it not harass and intimidate
the independent nation of the Sioux,

The Oglala-Sioux Lakota Nation with
sacred pipe sends a prayer and a call for
help to all directions, to the Grandfather
Great Spirit. to the Grandmother Earth and
to all 1life in between, to stand in sup-
port of the Sioux Nation which has formed
its own council, the Lakota Treaty Council,

‘Funds .and information to:
Lakota Tresty Council

—~ Box 2337

Rapid Citcy
(605) 348-5846

ToqQ Poor to Live Here

Here is the song '"Too Poor to Live Here'.
I'd like to preface the song by saying at
the Renters League Rally, Aug. 17, it was
referred to ag the "Venice Anthem'". While
I like the flattery, the song is not done
yet, because the story of Freeing Venice

1s not done yet. I wrote the song in 1971.
It appeared in the June 1971 1issue of the
Free Venice Beachhead. It was stolen by
Horst Schmidt-Brummer for his $6.95 paper
back book, VENICE, AN URBAN FANTASY, pub-
lished in 1973. I stole the melody from
Woody Guthrie, but I stole only to add my
own words to a melody that Woody improvised
on somewhere. And what I stole I gave aw-
ay for free with my words. Mr. Brummer, on
the olher hand, stole my words and sold
them for $6.95. The whole book, by the way,
18 derivative and he took the lmages cre-
ated by other people and sold them, end-
ing with a crocodile tear for Venice--typ-
ical affiuhlp! The plaglarist didn't even
send me & book! The trailer park that I
referred to stood on the place where J.
Allan Radford's tower now looms. There was
nothing more low-inoome than that trailer
court. Mr. Radford, liberal Mr. Radford,
young Mr. Radford, hip Mr. Radford evicted
those people to make room for his bullding
that now squats indecently on Washington
St. Mr. Radford went bankrupt on his build-
ing. He got rid of that tacky sleazy trail-
er court and now the new owners of the

Ra Iford Wreck want to crown that monstros-
i1ty with a Heliport, which as everyone

knows, is much more appealing than the small

trailers that used to park there. These
were trallers--not those huge "mobile homes
that need a truck to move them from place
to place.

-=Carol Fondiller

(To be played for free, but if ya make any
money, send 1t to mel!) --C.F.

o POOR TO LIVE HERE

< by Carol Fondiller
(To the tune of Woody Guthrie's:
“So long, it's been good to know you.")

Chorus:

Too poor, too poor to live here

Too poor, too poortolive heré'

Too poor, too poortolive here

The land speculators are grabbin, my home
. So | got to leave Venice and roam,

| used to live in the traller court

With friends and buddies | used to consort
The rent was cheap and the air was free

But they say that sunshine is too good for me.
Cause I'm .. chorus

| had a pad on the Howland Canal
The place was good for my morale

As | was feedin' the ducks one day
A big bulldozer tried to chase me away.

| used to live in a house by the sea

But the Master Plan had no plans for me
Gold over people - the master's choice
Our counciimen heed the master's voice.

Cause I'm . . . chorus.

They're gonna have a parking lot

And where you live there'll be a yacht
I'm too poor to live by the sea

That's what the system is tryin' to tell me.

Cause I'm . . . chorus

" But hell no, we're gonna stay here

Hell no, we're gonna stay here
Hell no, we're gonna stay here
We're gonna stay here and we're gonna fight

For a Free Venice that Is our right.
1975 ©C. Rupnixn,

South Dakota, 57701

a man’s man

By Lorrie Kazan

The Gallery Theatre and Art Gallery

is open complete with the Gallery Players
performing in Patrick Kearny's . :
Delightful and still timely play "A
Man's Man",

The play opens into the living room
and the lives of a young couple preparing
to celebrate their first wedding anniver-
erg. They live in a 5th fleor walk-up
cold water flat that rolls and quakes
mercilessly each time the "L" thunders
past., The Tuttle's living room is 1920's
right down to the white crocheted doilies
protecting the full-cushioned red velve-
teen couch and easy chair, On the end
table stands a gold-framed picture of
Mary Pickford, the pronounced whites of
her eyes, the long curls, Some people
think Edie Tuttle locks like Mary Pick-
ford; Edie thinks she doesj.,..if only
Edie could get into the Movies-like
Mary Pickford, Pirst she'd make lots
of money, then she'd tell Mel,

The couple’s life centered in Mel, in
his aspirations, His dreams of success
would be partly realized if he could
Join the Elks, a fraternal organization
Mel describes with all the radiance
of a little boy describ ing the boy
scouts.

Mel buys all the ri
reads them too.

ght books. He

Edie times him 15 min.

a night, Mel says it feels more like 3
hours. Sometimes he doesn't understand

a word but he's sure that

21l this education is bound to make

him a success in business. Ain't he
already doin better than his father?

It was a man's world, one in which a
regular guy like WMel could succeed

Jjust by working hard and doing all the
"right® things. It was also a harsh

world as represented by Mel's "friend" :
Charlie Goff, deftly portrayed by Ian Tanza,
Charlie was a real Man's Man; slicked back
hair, fancy tweeds, big, brash, fast-talk
ing; a real con man, Charlie assumed the
classic role as trickster, To gain
Edie's favors he pretended that he would
make her a movie star; he siphoned Mel :

for money which was to pave Mel's
the Elks.

Both Charlie and Edie's friend,
Hazel were catalytic characters. Kathy
Easterling was slightly too brashj the yel-
low dress, bracelet, hair, and seemed a
little uncomfortable, not quite sure how
to play Hazel, Hazel was a successful
character. Ms, Esterling may have been
only opening night tense,

The Players had been denied their stage
lights by the electrical inspectore who
had visited earlier that day. This was
announced in a tongue and cheek manner
before the performance. The company per-
formed under the work lights and performed
well., Karen Knotts who started out speak-
ing a bit too quickly soon become more
than convincing ag Edie, She added a naive
but ironic inflection to her lines. Her
performance was totally enjoyable. Gary

Socol’s entrance as Mel was a highlight in
the play. It was timed beautifully, Wheth-
er Mr. Socol's Brooklynese is his own or

an affect it fuses splendidly with Mel's
character., For me however, Mel became &

bit tiresome later in the play. This may

be a script problem, i.e. how to convey

a character as insecure, as wrapped up in
himself as Mel without becoming obnoxious.

I felt that the party scene might be short-
ened and still impart the same message,
Otherwise I thought the play and the charac-
ters revealed a fine sense of timing,

I wholeheartedly recommend the flay.
The actors, the audience were in fine spirits
the night I attended. Refreshments were
served without charge., The tickets sell
for $3.50 each which is not a lot &6f money
for live theatre, theatre in Venice for the
price of a first run movie. There is also
a2 history to the building which houses the
Gallery. I would have liked to include the
history but I was unable to reach the

right people.

has a2 new home:
1334 Westwood Bivd.
Westwood, Calif. 90024

Phone (213) 473-9549

One block south of the Crest S e
theater in Westwood
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In the Slammer

By Ron Guenther

I was one of the three arrested on May
27 in the old Monterey Cypress tree on No.
Venice Blvd. at Mildred, along with six
other Venlice people who were arrested on
the ground.

My crime was protesting the destruc-
tion of the tree - to the two developers
Willliam E. Keenan and Michael Epstein,
both of Marina Del Rey, and to the con-
tractor, Robert Weiss, of the Marina Con-
struction Company - from the old tree 1it-
self, instead of from the sidewalk like
a good, normal citizen. Children had been
playing in this friendly old tree for at
least 25 years, and the house next to it
had provided shelter for the same family
for 20. The tree was 80 to 100 years old,
and in good, healthy condition.

The family was removed, and the house

.and tree bulldozed by Epsteln, Keenan, amnd
 Weiss
- Eype épartment house, which could have

to make room for 'a Securlty-CaCa

been designed around the tree, had the
developers wished.

Venice Town Council people determlined
the exact species of the tree from a
beautiful and gracious woman, Dr. Mildred
Mathias, of the UCLA botany department.
The Monterey Cypress grows naturally in

only two places on earth - at Point
Cypress on the Monterey Penlinsula 17-mile
drive, and at Point Lobos in the Poilnt
Lobos botanical preserve. Dr. Mathlas also
emphasized the fremendous regenerative
powers of the tree. If the root system
and stump are left intact, they wilill usual-
ly sprout, and grow again into a full size
tree.

We placed a message on the Marina Con-
struction Co. phone-recorder pleading that
the stump and root system of the tree be
spared, to regenerate into a new tree. The
stump was bulldozed a few days lafer, and

hauled off to the dump. The bulldozer oper-
ator told us fthat he had recelved sfrict
orders to not release so much as one acom
of this magnificent, rare o0ld tree to any-
one from the community who wished to have
3 P
Protesting this act of environmental
and s8ocial madness almost resulted in
serious injury to those in the tree, as
the tree was dismembered and ripped apart
by chainsaw with the three still clinging
to 16s trunk and branches. Acecording to
what passes for Justice in these times, in
due course we were charged with "Trespass
J," which means that in the eyes of those
responsible for upholding law and order,
we had interfered with the right, of the
two speculators and their hired tree
killers, to use their newly acquired pro-
perty as they absolutely saw i, in other
words, with their right to murder this
rare, beautiful old tree and to bulldoze
the low=rent house f{or thelr own private
gain.

So af'ter the usual routine rapport with
the developer's point of view by the West
Los Angeles City Attorney's refusael to
listen to community wiltnesses, fo investi-
gate the serious crimes committed against
those in the tree, or to respond in any
other way to the legal needs of the Venice
community, and after legal maneuverlings
(handled beautifully by attorney Marge
Buckley) which resulted in a completely
matter-of-fact gullty plea on my part to
Trespass J, the sentence was handed down
by the court: $100 or 5 days, no suspen-
sion of sentence, and 1 year of summary
probation - obey all laws. The probation
part was easlest for me to understand.It
meant forget your environmental and soclal
conscience, and quit getting in the way of
the Venlce real esfate speculation and
development money, or else.

Since the system's impacted money-greed
was the very reason for the tree's destruc-
tion in the first place, paying the $100
fine was Just as Cclearly unscceptable to
me. SO0 in another due course of time, I
appeared on July 17 to begin three days
(two credited for Venice Jjall dead time)
in the Los Angeles CounfCy Central Slams.
Richard Clark went to.jail directly from
the courtroom on July 10, Dennis Gunter,
whose plcture is on the tree poster, paid

the fine. Charges against the Venlce Town
Council people and others on the ground
were dlsmissed

The place was unbellevable. You Just
can't believe 1t unless you've been there.

For starters, the computer broke down,
which I understand happens regularly. The
Jall can handle a few thousand people wlth-
out the computer, but with 1t, the sky's
the limit. When the thing broke down, the
result was chaos. Busloads of newly ar-
rived prisoners Jjust sftacked up in holding

cells for interminable hours, with new bus

loads arriving regularly. The guards nat-

urally rip off and trash can anything
dangerous like magazines or books, so

that for 6-8 hours, hundreds of people
Just sat there on stainless steel ben-
ches (everything in the place 1s either
stainless steel, painted steel, or grey
concrete) getting blood circulation
problems, flat asses, and very hungrey.

~Standing up for a few minutes to strech

i1s forbidden, naturally, as this might

make the suffering less intense, and

presents a threat to "jail discipline.”
At the booking window, I reported
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that T had a long=time allergy to tobac-
co smoke, and wished to be placed in the
"No Smoking" section of this County fac-
11ity. Affter a moment of stunned silence
the computer's brain almost blew out
agaln on this request, the guards did a
Ho,Ho,Ho and refused to enter "tobacco
smoke allergy" as a medical problem;
can't fight City Hall you know, and be-
sides there isn't room on the form.
There Just ain't a "No Smoking" section
in fhis jail, and since jall is a place

to suffer in anyway, if you're allergic
to tobacco smoke, then all the better.

Cigarettes are sold in the Jall by the
carton, and are a traditional means of
Jall exchange and money. There are many
heavy smokers 1in most jails, and no relief
at all for non-smokers.

Af ter more hours of processing, insec-
ticide treatment, plctures, VD tests,
chest X-rays (two in a row for the guy
ahead of me because the techniclan screw-
ed the first one, so sorry, happy cancer)
and blood test, you get your Jjail "blues')
mattress, and blanket, and at last home-
sweet-home, your very own bunk in a 10x
12 cell shared by five other people who

_to the rescue, etc.

Jpen Everyday Noon Til 2 am
1717 Lincoln Bl,, Venice"323-9010
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have learned to be very careful in talk-
o newly arrived strangers. On the way to
your cage, 'Aw right, assholes, right
shoulder to the wall, march, no talking,

-hands In your pockets, eyes straight ahead,

if you don't bother the deputies, they
won't bother you!l"

You are warned to sleep away from the
electric power gate which opens and closes
the cell. It turns out that once the gate
is set in motion from the remote control
center, it 1s extremely powerful, and
according to the guard, a few people have
awoken from deep sleep to dlscover their
arms, hands, or feet flopping on the
concrete corridor outside the cell. Any-
thing sticking through both the fixed
bars and the bars of the gate 1is crushed
and severed by the moving bars as the gate
1s opened or closed, sometimes wlthout
warning. It 1s Just part of the brutal
force-mystique of the place not to put a
simple clutch release in the mechanlsm
somewhere to prevent this.

Intense cigarette smoke all night.
Revellle arrives dramatically at Sam with
an announcement on the public address
gystem, and then starts one of fhe most
mind-boggling devices of torture that the
ingenious mind of man has ever dreamed up.
For 18 solid hours the most excruclatingly
loud disc Jockey prattle, rock and roll,
music of other kinds, and noise of all

kinds 1s blared through the P.A. system
until the speakers distort, the walls

rattle, and the victums go slowly mad. I
had my ears stuffed full of chewed up
tollet paper and paper towels, but there
was no way of escaping thls premedltated
and deliberate torture. If 1s 1lmpossible
to think, talk or read a book (although
books are avallable from a very dedicated
and gentle County librarian). The level
of noise pollution is 1llegal under fed-
eral, state, county and city law, and
would be prohibltfed anywhere but in the
man's Jailhouse.

The reason for this constant high
noise level on the P.A. system is fiend-
ishly clever; when the nolse 1s cut sud-
denly, the silence hits you llke a thun-
derclap, and in the midst of the silence
comes fhe volce of man-god booming down
with an announcement: Gafes opening
freeway-time, chow, someone wanted (ar
bout every hour someone turns up missing
in this giant building), prowler squad
And do you ever
notice that announcement. You can't help
but notice 1it. And then comes the nolse
again. 18 hours of it. It goes off from
m%dnight until 6am; six hours sllence out
of 24.

I missed eating my first breakfast be-
cause 1 took time to pour four cups of
coffee for brothers at the table. You have
barely time enough to sit down with your
food tray before 1it's time to move out. A
person could use both hands to shovel food
into one's mouth, and still not have
enough time to finish eating what you are
gilven to eat. The garbage can 1s the best
fed thing in the place. Hungry people are
forced to throw good edible frult, cereal,
bread, eggs, pancakes, milk, meat, and

vegetables into the garbage. My guess (and
that of one or two of the long-timers) is
that one of the guards operates a hog bus-
iness on the side, and that the hogs
thrive for free on what hungry people are
not allowed to eat.

The place 1is Iinstitutionslized, lile-

less, ugliness; a place of ¢old grey con-
crete and clangling steel gates, and &
place of brutallty, mostly mental, unless
you incur the attention of the “"prowlers)
g8 squad of extra-heavy-duly guards who
roam the corridors, "maintaining Jall dis-
cipline” in their own inimitable way, re-
flecting the concrefe and steel.
The Jail 1is run by a Mickey-Macho
mas ter race, and fed by the courts for the

beneflt of us folks who don't know to stay

out of other people's newly acquired old
trees when there's profit in chopping them
down, or who otherwise are unsble fo cope
with this soclety, i1t's money-oriented
greed, it's machine madness, and it's
mindless destruction of the life-support
system that all life on this planet
depends on.

Right now, the emphasis is on spencing
huge amounts of ftax money to expand the
Jall into the surrounding area. One can
see the scars of new construction all
around.

But someday the time will come for this
stupid, ugly, lifeless, health and mind

destroying, antiquated human storage heap,

brutal excuse for the existence of the
present court and punishment system, and
just all-around plece of intolerable shit,
to go the way of the dinosaurs.

I'l1l be there with my sledgehammer and
dustpan to help this place along into its
well-earned final resting place in the
dustbin of history.



SOCIAL

By Martin Dudziak

In the coming weeks or months, the U.S.
Soclal Security Administration will be op-
ening a new office on the West Side, to be
located within Venlce. Re§idents of this
communlity and others may wonder at the mar-
vel of bureaucratic speed in the accom=-
plishment; within internal Social Security
circles 1t is acknowledged that the prop-
osal for a Venice branch office was in the
offing for several years. However, we may
also wonder at the purposes behing the
opening of yet another such office; 1i.e.,
whether the intention 18 to provide bet~
ter service to the public or simply to
increase and fatten the buresucratic
beast.

The planned location of the new Social
office will, I believe, provide & strong
indication of thwere thaf administration's
true interestes lie, if that 18 not al~-
ready evident to the hundreds of people
in this area who have had interminable
problems with SSA or SSI. The new office
wWilll be located not in the heart of Ven-
ice, but rather at the very outskirts, and
pracpically inside Marine Del Rey. It will
not be placed in any of the several buil-
dings along Malin St. or Pacific Ave. which
could be rehabilisated for that purpose,
and which would be within easy reach of
the people of Venice, but instead it will
be in Washington Square. If it is in wal-
king distance for anybody, it is so for
the residents of Marina and "redeveloped"
Venice. Even a cursory geographical sur-
vey of previous and current claimants for
SSA and/or SSI benefits will show that

the forementioned areas account for a
very miniscule portion of claims activ-
ity, whereas a greal volume of claims (now
being handled by the Santa Monica office)
comes from areas other tha n South Beach,
and in particular from the North Beach and
OQakwood districts.

Is there any likelilhood that the open-
ing of, K this new office will have beneficil
effects for the processing of claims? So
one would hope, but I Chink Chat the posl-
tlve results will not be In proportion to
the added public cost, over and beyond the
fact that an office will be somewhat clos-
er to the Venice people than that in Santa
Monica. As a former employee of SSA, I can
strongly strongly attest that the true
interests of fthat buresucracy, and parti-
cularly that of the Santa Monica District
Office (which will govern the Venice
Branch), are hardly in the interests of
"serving the people," and that the primary
goal 1is the cultivaflion and expansion of
the bureaucratic system and none other. To
the extent that this 1= and remains the
cage, no radical improvement 1is likely bto
be seen with regard to the common prob-
lems faced by the public: i.e., recelv-
ing a timely decision of award or disal-
lowance, and if an award is made, then
receiving the checks at the right time.

In the course of the seven months that
I served a8 a clalms representative at the
Santa Monica office, I witnessed and was
instructed to participate in what I and
many others conslder gross inequities and
abuses of the Soclal Seturity Act and the
codes of civil Service action. A few ex-
amples may serve to illustrate this point
of accusation.

For instance, at an emplopee meeting in
March of this year, office management offi-
¢cials advised us thatbecause of a decrease
in the number of claims during the past 3
menth period, the office might lose staff-
ing; a8 a solution, we were advised to take
as many claims as posslble, even when it
seemed clear that no benefits would be pay-
able. This was especlally the practice with
disabllity cases, and I came under fire
from my supervisor, Mr. Boland, for criti-
¢izing this gross inefficiency.

On ssveral occasions, claimants who nee-
ded to presenf proof of age had extreme
difficulties in obtalming such proof be-
cause of the state or country of birth and

1326 Wl WASHINGTON E1VD.
VENCE , CAUFORNIA %0291 _
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of records, and they requested our assis=-
tance. Efforta to help these people get
their due share of beneflits were criti-
cized by management personnel; my super-
visor advised tath the public was not to
be trusted and that they were all imbued
with self-serving interests, implying that
the public was dishonest or at least in-
clined to dishonesty. On at least two
occasions claims were taken from my jur-
isdiction and disallowed because, accor-
ding to management, they were old and
looked bad on the office statistics, and
if the people could get the necessary
proofs, then the cases could be reopened
at that time. Clearly there was no re-
gard for ¥Whether or not the peeple had a
need for those benefits to meet daily live
Ing expenses, and all indications pointed
to the existence of such needs.

In another case, that of a student ben-
eficiary, I was told to set aside the
calim, even though 1t was very old, since
1t was not being counted in the office sta-
tistics game, and advised to work on other
claims which were used in the tallies and
statistics. Obviously no concern was given
to the expressed need of the claimant for
bemefits so that he could pay for school
and living cosés.

On several occasions claims would be
lost, in entirety, and this would necess-
itate an entirely new process of filing,
but without any possibility of retroactive
beneflits. Early in my employment I had a
man apply for a reconsideration of his
clailm which had been denied. His file had
been lost during interoffice transit and
there. was no record of his application av-
aillable. His new claim was eventually ap-
proved, but he could receive no benefits
at all for the time between his firat and
second applications, which amounted to ap=
proximately one full year.

Not too long ago I received a case where

a couple on SSI had received a small amount'

of money in excess of their allowance. One

INSECURITY

such persons can have great effects on the
awarding of benefits, much less the time
required before any checks arrive. Then an
individual has obviously misanthropic at-
titudes towards the people he is paid to
serve, I think 1t is also obvious that his
her service will be less than the best pos-
sible.

On numerous occasions people will come
into the office with problems arising from
not having received their check(s). Here
agains red tapes works to keep people hum-
gry, for there are , even with easy
phone connections to the offices which dis~,
burse checks, a plethora of paperwork requ-
irementx which prevent employees and claim- C
ants from getting quick gnswers and quick .-
checks. Use of the most expeditious methods b
to solve such problems is, to my experience, =
heavily frowned upon and criticized. P

All things considered, 1t appears that
the management of the Santa Monica District
Office 1s not oriented towards service to
the public as much as 1t is towards service
towards its own ends, which appear to con-
sist of success in the statistical games
and the mainlenare and incrdase of the dis-
trict bureaucracy. Such has been the con-
clusion drawn by one employee, namely my~
self, after seven months in that office; I
am certaln that many past and present claim-
ants have similar opinions, and the exampé es
cited in this article save to substantiate
these 1ideas.

The Venice office will be a branch of
the Santa Monica District Office, and if
there 18 to be an improvement. in pablic
Service, pressure towards that goal must
begin now. The people are not without
recourse, since insistent complaints and
criticisms, directed particularly to the
attention of local news media (especially
KNX TV Action Reporter) and local political
representatives ?especially Sen. Alan Cran~-
ston, an SSA critical observer), can have
constructive effects.

Rumor has 1t that the most recent Dis-

of the supervisOF¥$, Ms. Dean, overheard that trict Manager, in Santa Monica, Walter Star-

my opinion was to walve collection 1if it

cher, has been reassigned, perhaps due to

turped out that the fault was not the claim- Previous complaints about the manner of his

ants' and that they could not easily affoXd
to repay ¢ :
thinking 1t was due to |
that"this office takes a strict, hard-

line policy on all over-payments," even

though the laws allow for considerable len-

lency, and the case was subsequently taken
from my Jurisdiction and given to an empl-
oyee who from all indications thinks along
the same narrow, bourgecls lines. It should

be noted fhat ¢this same supervisor recently

given a high-level promotion, no doubt in
recognition of her anti-soclal practices
and obedient ®ehavior!

The abnormal attention paid to tallies
and statistical games by the Santa Monica
office management may provide a plausible
explanation for at least part of the rea-
sons why people must wait for months be-
fore they receive nbtice of an wward decis-
ion and often get the wrong amounts or evan
nothing at all. Claims which still require
various documents and forms are often sent
out of the office to the appropriate reg~
lonal processing center simply because they
are''getting old on the tally", while a walt
of several days mights result in actual
completion. This happened with me on a few
occasions, one involving a mother with
eight children, the file was '"forced" out
with only a partiil award of benefits be-
ing made; papers received later had to be
Sent separately as they arrived, leaving
the regional office to make continual ad-
ditions and corrections and probably many
errors and delays in the process. _

On another occasion payments to another
widow with four chilldren were held up and
split up because my supervisor wasn't sat-
isfled with certain proofs, even though the
papers 1n the flle fulfillled the legal re-
quirements. Much of the claims process in-
volves decision-making by the interviewer
and/or supervisor, and the attitudes of
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operations. Action by the people of Venice

the sum of money the& had rggei,v,ed' now can help insure a better office for
*h{en., I was lectured their community than they could hope to - -

have without taking any action in that dir-
e@tlon. Volce your protest and your concern-
inttia¥e Community Action to curtall and
overcome Bureaucratic Reaction!

It may be added here that the Community
Economic Rights Center at 1102 W. Washington
Blvd. 1s ready to assist people of Venice
and other communities in the procedures for
obfaining various social service benefits,
including food stamps, unemployment, Social
Security, and SSI. People who desire assis-
tance and information should come to the Cen-
ter in person or call 399- 9553. NOTE: New
hours for the Center are as follows: Mondays
& Wednesdays, 10-1 and 6-8; Tuesdays, 6-8;
Saturdays, 10-4,
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ALCOHOLISM SERVICE CENTER

VENICE ALCOMHOLISM SERVICE CENTER

HOT LINE 3965940

BENJAMIN RUSH CENTER
HeTp Tor your head - 392-4905

Tues, 4-8 p.m.
Wed. 10-4
399-9553

JOB_INFORMATION CENTER
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316 Lincoln Blvd, 2392-4811
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Venice Legal Aid

" ATTENTION TENANTS

the CHURCH IN OCEAN PARK
235 Hil1l Street;
Santa Monica/90405 399-1631

CONTINUING CLASSES

Improvisational Theater Workshop
Mondays/8 $2 with directors
and players of PUBLIC WORKS

Modern Dance with Liz Oberstein
Tuesdays/8 $5/4 sessions

Women's Self-Defense with Ed Pearl
T/Th 5:30-7; Sun 10 a.m. no cost

Transsexual Rap Group with Lily Sabina
Weds/8 p.m. no cost

MarxiSm: theory/history by IISM
T/Th at 8 call 392-7412 no cost

Yoga by Integral Yoga Institute
Wednesdays/6-8 donation :

Touch for Health, acupressure methods
with Rubin Branfman (396-0405)
Thurs/8-10; Sat 10-12 cost

Kundalini Yoga by 3 HO
Men/Fri 6-7:30 =

TAI CHI--beginning and advanced by
Inner Research Institute of SF;
Sat/9-12 Call Joe Roeth 396-7060

Intermediate level Belly Dance
with Raksat Shira troupe
Sun/B:30~11 a.m. 60¢
Also: drum instruction cost

Tai Chi Chuan with William Wirth
Sun/noon cost

Men's Gay Rap Sessions .
Tues_/ 7:30

DO IT GOOD

POLICE/COMMUNITY RELATIONS MEETING, SEPT. 8

The North Beach Area Council has ar-

ranged for open meetings between the North
and South Beach Commmities of Venice and
representatives of the Police Department
to discuss Ocean Front problems and means
for improvement of relations between the

Police and the community,

The initial meeting will be held at the
Israel Levin Center at 7:30 P M, K Monday,

8 September, If there are questions,
%gase call: 396-0267, 821-2923, or 396~
5.

HOIIYWOOD BLACKLIST . 4n evening

df films and speakers on movieland's

Red Scare ers,
FILMS: "The Hollywood Ten" (1950) "The

House Un-Americen Activities Committee’
(1962) Plus, clips from anti-communist
clasaics of the period
SPEAKERS : Will Geer, actor,
gscreenwriter and others
Saturday September 6, 8 p.m,
The Oakwood School Auditorium
11600 Magnolia Blvd,
North Hollywood

donation $2,

$1 for unemployed
Sponsored by the New American Movement Media

Group

| - 1639 W. Washington
{BEYON D_BA MQUEJ Boulevard, Venice :

Free and open to the public,

"rhe Hand Decorations of Arnold Schifrin”
on exhibition September 5, 1975 (reception

8 to 10 p.m.) through September 27.

Showing will be acrylic murals on the theme
inted

directly on the gallery walls for, this show,
a8 well aes 8 selection of Ulysses etchings

of Ulygses, the Eternal Wanderer, pa

and decorated plates,

Magter Class in Fiction Writing - Directed

by Joseph Hansen; novelist, recipieat of a
{ Endowment for the Arts Fellowhip
Monday, October 6,

1975, at 8 p.m., and continuing fbr six

Nationa

for 1974, Beginn

weekly three hour sessions.

25 pages of typewritten work must be

. gubmitted to Mr. Hamson in order to
qualify for the class.

Non-refundable cleaning

deposits are

for info sen
card to:
TENANTS REFUND

BOX 31042

SAN FRANCISCO CA.

illegal.

a post

WHATEVER YOU DO

i
City of /’

—

Venice

b R

Venice, California

TOWN COUNCIL

The full JOWN COUNCIL includes all
areas and meets the 1st Wed. at Venice
City Hall, 681 N. Venice Bl, 7:30 -
(Aug 6th)

VENICE NEICHBORMOOD MEETINGS
Area 1: South Beach~West of Pacific,

South of Venice Blvd, Meets every last
Weds, Anchorage Schopl, 7:30 - 392.2113
or 392~1594 . st ST ARSI

Area II: North Beach « West of Main,

Venice Bl, to Santa Monica, Meets every
1st Monday at Levin Center 201 Ocean
Front Wk, 7:30 - 396-0167 or 392-7956

Area IlI: Canals - South of Venice Bl,

Fast of Pacific, west of Washington Bl.
Meets every lst & 3rd Tuesday at Anchor-
age school, 8:00 - 821-5931 or 923-1753

Area IV: Oakwood = North of California,
West of Lincoln, to Washington Bl, Meets
every 3rd Wed, at Broadway school bung-
alow 7:00 « 396-2801

Area V:- East Venice - So. of California,

Wi of Lincoln to Washington Bl, meets
every 4th Wed, at Couer D'Alene School,
7:30 - 821-1430

Area VI: Central - No. of Venice Bl, east
of Main, west of Washington Bl, meets every
2nd Thursday 328 Market St. 7:30, 821-1774
or 821-5438 .

Penmar - east of Lincoln Bl, No. of Venice
Bl., meets every 4th Wed. at Penmar Rec-
reation Center, 1341 Lake St., 7:30
3966303 or 396-8160

Paul Jarrico,

Tel.

P g

e

ALCOHOLISM SERVICE CENTERS

Hours: 8 a.m. to 10 pa. Hours: 10 am. to 6 pm. Hours: 8 am, to 6 pm.
avery day

4568 Centinela Blvd.
Mar Vista, 90066

1338 Washington Blvd.
Venice, 90291

Mon. thru Fri
PHONE (ALIL LOCATIONS) 396-5840

COOKING CLASS

Mon. thru Fri

The Venice Community Adult School will

be starti
September
Included will be whole grain bread-nkinﬁ,
vegetarian meals, and international dishes,
with recipes  and nutritional information,

The class will be actually cooking,
time will be Tuesdays
Call the Venice Community Adult School for

information en registration, phone 391-0411,

Course number is 2807-01,

n§6a.speci¢1 cooki

class
called the "Healthy Courmet”

Class
from 6:30 -~ 9:30 P M,

The Gallery Theater and Art Gallery 1is
located at 1621 West Washington Blvd.

8379317
tinue through Sept. 7 Th~Sun 8:30 pim.

"A Man's Man" will con-

“Free Lunch for Seniors every Saturday from'
9 A.M. to 5 P.M, at the N.A.P.P, Center,

528 Westminster.
phone 398-7737.

For more information

. L
Venice Food Coop meets every Tuesday.“’m w

at the Short Walk Community Center
1102 W. Washinaton Bivd., 8:00 p.m.

A VENICE BICENTENNIAL group is working to
restore Westminster Auditorium as a com-
munity. arts center. All creative Venetlans
gre encouraged to Join this community ef-
fort to serve the people. For information

call Lance at 396-6343. Keep Crying.

ABORTION REFERRAL 2 i
e i .936-6707 & ENICE LIBRARY '

HEALTH RIGHTS Eg MBIUF C?Tifornia Av. B821-1769 v l oS v

399-7737 (Vera Davis) (E¥Go ot -Fy 1-9 pm, Sat. 9:30 am-1 pm NIOR-CITIZENS 3¢

392-4177 sAlan Emking L TN <o) re. lliITERARY wom<snop§r ;mlggzﬂ %ewg Se?l or g\gult Center

d B < A an rront Walk.,,399-9584
YOUTH CLINIC AND g 3 RS Sargug, = 90000 :
Ea I T 5 2 [ cosonry mooesron £, Ozt Park Conundt cater

infections, abort%on cbunse]ing - > Fidnight Special Bookstore v

birth control: 4 | Al : E\D 1335% W. Washington B1, CHILDCARE INFORMATION

for other l'l‘lgd%calﬂ:e;pd'é:??"érst 2§ tu-Th 129, F-Sun 12-6 nestminster ChiTdrens

8271-3387 3 Closed Mon. 392-7412 Center - 396-6846
t .
~ CARPENTRY COLLECTIVE CHILD COUNSELING CENTER

g_(z)rgntj?rlw% E%quggéhm CENTER WELFARE g § / Venice Builders & Carpentry | 392-799

M-F 6 pm - 10 5m' 125 T. 17330 W. Olympic B1. 478-5511 :i 32 Collective: Karen (397-7142) ‘BLACKS

- 2. Welfare Rights 731-5095 3§ Steve (821-0216), Eleanor & NAPP,528 Westminster
| FAMILY PLANNING CENTER 3. NAPP 399-7737 Bob 392-8136 399-7737 s

acific Av, (at Market St) 5 &' ASTANS £
392-4147 SERVICES REFERRAL g Tnvolve Together Asian o
'UCLA DENTAL CLINIC o asne TOrfoud; (clatig; 99128 93 z“'* lo 477-0357 ks |
o T TR S 2 Miniscy neous...) GAY_LIBERATION

VENICE DRUG COALITION ~§ PEACE & FREEDOM PARTY ‘ay Community Services Center

392-415] FOOD STAMPS ONLY 3 396 J995 1614 Wilshire B1, 482-3062

DRUG HELP T096T W. Pico BT. 479-442) 3 WOMENS SWITHCBOARD |

, e FREE VENICE T :

T. Venice Drug Clinic 392-4114 NAM S 226 San Juan, 396-6876 \ATIVE AMER _
2. Drug Hotline 392-2873 food stamp/unemployment counseling 3 = HEL ICOPTER ICANS

. [_)rug Emergency 393-0636 Mon. ]O-HOOT\. 6-8 DM, § E m1 COMPLAINTS, F.A.A, 381-606

J

PET_PRIDE (for Cats)

392~4177

Westside Women’s Clinic

A joint project of the Church in.0Ocean Park
and the Los Angeles Women's Center, .

Pregnancy counseling, Abortion up to 10 weeks
— L.M.P. $65 - $100. Complete outpatient
=t aynecological care including contraception,
screening and treatment for V.D. and minor
o~ vaginal infections, pregnancy testing, Pap

f tests, Low fees.

Phone 450:2191 after 1pm
0 p‘ -

' oh, Braille, quiiting?
Do you want to learn somathing? Plumbing, tennis, magic?
How about exchanging information on stampa, judo, cooking?
We have files of people who want 10 teach, to lsarn, or exchange

Phone us 1o get In our files .., no charge end no educational
. requiraments, :
l‘. nda Martin

Nency Jacobs
3054022

RUNAWAYS!

YOUS BXSIAGES BULAYED TO FASNMLY
(Compiweteiy Confidentiat’

Call. *Peace of Mind"
(FREE_NO CHARGE)

In Texas ... .. 18003923352

\uaeme omisusjflease Recycle
, the Beachhead

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN OUR EXTENDED FAMILY A7
THE VENICE CHILDRENS COMMUNITY

GROUP AGES 4-8
call Marilyn 392-0105 Barbara 396-0360

Woman over 35 interested in forming

a CR GROUP
call 392-8992

"OUR BLOOD SWEAT & TEARS"
Light moving & Hauling = cheerful-careful

complete
396-1428 476-4948

T
AF'QF*”‘-” \_#hL

WHY NOT RUN?

"T asked a man in prison once how he
happened to be there, and he said he had
stolen a palir of shoes. I told him iT he
he had stolen a railroad he would be a
United States Senator,” == Mother Jones,
a labor organizer, circa 1900.

TRANCENDENTAL MEDITATI
An introductory lecture on % will be held
7:30 P.M,

in VENICE on September 17,
at the Venice Public Library.

MARXISM AND FEMINISM STUDY GROUP
beginning Tues., Sept. 9 at the West-S8lde
Women's Center. 7:30 p.m. Marvena Kennedy

and Terry Vestal, facilitators. Call
821=1774 for more info.

1 43 b < M
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Vietnamese Scabhs

(LNS) -- A three-month-o0ld wildcat
strike at the world's largest egg ranch,
Egg City in California, 1s threatened by
the use of strikebreakers, many of them
Vietnamese refugees, charged United Farm
Workers President Cesar Chavez on July 30.

Egg City is technically under a Team-
ster contract, but 300 of the ranch's 350
employees walked ouf on strike April 10,
protesting the firing of a worker who was
organlizing for the UFW. The Teamsters have
since been recrulting other workers to
replace the strikers.

John Rogers, vice president of Egg Cilty
told the Los Angeles Times that the ranch
would hire "people who will work--Amer-
lcans, Vietnamese, 1t doesn't matter. We

don't anticipate hiring (more than) 200,"
:Q Rogers sald.

The refugees are apparently being re-

- ferred to Egg Clty by Food for the Hungry,

a '"refugee rellef organization,' based in
Glendale, California. A spokesperson for
the group refused to comment on the re-
ports, but the UFW maintains that there
are now 50 Vietnamese strikebreakers Iin
Egg City.

At a press conference in Ventura, Cal-
ifornia, where the strlke 1s taking place,
Eliseo Medina, county organizer for the
UFW, sald the union 1s not opposed to hav-
Ing Vietnamese refugees doing farm work.
However, they have become'a captive labor
force for both Julius Goldman (owner of
the ranch) and the Teamsters to exploit,"
Medina sald.

Medina sald the union plans to seek a
state sponsored union electlon at Egg City
when the new Cglifornia Farm Labor Bill,
providing for union elections, goes into
effect on August 28. But by hiring large
numbers of refugees, Medina explained, the
company Is EPrying to rig the elsciion.

'‘As politlcal refugees 1n a strange
country under government sponsorshilp,
there is neo Way they can be approached
about voting for a union," Medina charged.
"And the Teamsters will take dues from any-
thing that walks or talks, regardless of
nationality."

T.V, COPS FOUND TO BE CONSISTENT LAW BREAKERS

(LNS) Two lawyers recently spent three
months viewing randomly selected television

dramas To debtermine whether television po-

lice violate the law. Their findings,
which appeared in the Wall Street Journal,
were that "almost every episodé of every
television police show contains one or
more violabions of the Fourth, Fifth or
Slxth Amendments' guarantees of freedom
from 1llegal searches and seizures, the
right of due process of law and the right
of counsel."”

"Unlike the situation in the real world,"

noted the two lawyers Ethan Katsh and

Stephen Arons, '"these violations were al-
ways fruitful-~-the illegal search turned
up heroin and the coerced confession came
froma child molester and husband killer."

Crime stoppers fextbook

"Is your agency prepared to cope with
political violence and terrorism?” If not,
the International Assocl!atisn of Chiefs of
Police (IACP) has a "Clandestine Tactice
and Technology" (CTT information service
to Keep you inflormed.

Currently in its
tion,
mainly for police and security agencles
and corporations, largely through the inlt-
1ative of Ron Newhnouser. Newhouser had
previously worked on the International
Assoclallion of Chiefs of Police National
Bomb Data Center until It was turned over
to the FBI in 1973.

"We felt there was a need for this king
of service," Newhouser told a Liberation
ews Service reporter who posed over the
elephone as a representative of a security
agency interested in subscribing. "We're
going through some pronlems of terrorism
now and we're going to have to expect even
more."

Available for $300 s year, the service
provides subscribers yearly wlth ten "ma-
Jor documents" about terrorism, six"up-
date special reports) a two day "terror-
ism sewminar" and a "telephone inquiry
response service," allowing people to make
telephone calls to CTT staff concerning
"terrorist related subjects."

This year's documents include one
called "organizing urban guerrilla units—
an actual terrorist document with CTT anal=
ysis of content." A CTT spokesman explained
that Lt was "an actual Black Liberation
Army document obtalned through police
sources, "

Other tentative titles are "What the
Terrorist Reads--a Bibliography," "terror—
Ilst tachlcs or propaganda,” and "The Bi=-
centenn al Terrorist Threat."

second year of opera-

the CTT informatlon service was {'ommed

CONGRESS APPROVES
BUILDUP IN INDIAN OCEAN

A five-year debate in Conngress appar-
ently ended July 29 with a Senate vote re-
jecting a resolution by Senate majority
leader Mike Mansfild that would have block-
ed funds for expansion of US naval facilit-
ies on Diego Garcia, the first US military
base in the Indian Ocean, The Navy is now
free to proceed with construction of port
facilities to handle an aircraft carrier
task force and nuclear submarines, and a
12,000-foot runway that could handle B-52s,

The Pentagon contends that the Diego
Garcia expansion is necessary to main-
tain a military balance in the Indian Ocean
with the Soviet Union. Senate Armed Ser-
vices Committess chairman John Stennis
termed the base an "absolute necessity,”
and the New York Times said it was "worth
the relatively modest expenditure."

Critics maintain, however, that the 30
million in planned construction on the is-
land is only the top of a $10billion Pent-
agon iceberg which will be requested to
build a permanent Indian Ocean fleet, They
also warn that a US build-up in the highly
volatile and unstable Indian Ocean region
could lead to Vietnam-type interventions.
This was given credence by the Pentagon
itself, whith told Congress last year that
the US has wvital interest in 0il and other
raw materials in that area, adding that the
US role would be "just like the policeman
on the beat who deters. crime just by being
there." The “crimes" to be deterred ap-
parently include unfriendly changes of gov-
ernment in any of the African, Middle East-
ern, South or Southeas Asian nations board-

ering on the. Indian Ocean. .
Win Magazine

A PLAN TO MAKE
ELECTRICITY WITH H-
| BOMBS IS DROPPED
The Federal Gov't has given up a plan to
create electricity by exploding hydrogen

bombs in abandoned sa2lt mines in Mississippi,

Louisiana, Texas and the Gulf of Mexico be-
cause the program would be too expensive,
according to representative Frederick W,
Rickmond,

The Brooklyn Democrat, who announced the
plans by the Energy Research and Develop-
ment Administration last April 17, said
that the agency had informed him by letter
of its intention to drop the plan,

He said that Maj. Ernest Graves, director

of military application for the agency,

said "due to funding limitations, we have

no plans at this time to continue the

study of the Pacer Fusion Energy Concept."
Win Magazine

Nuke Germ Spreads

(LNS) U.S. corporations have sold
South Africa enriched uranium and nuclear
technology used for building nuclear wea-
pons, Representative Les Aspin (D-Wis.)
charged recently.

Aspin noted bthat "South Africa has the
fear to want to build a bomb, and it has
the technical skill. All it needs ls wea~-
pons-grade uranium, and the U.S. govern-
ment 1s now supplying that."

The U.S. Nuclear Corporation, a private
company from Osk Ridge, Tennessee closely
associated with the Nuclear Regulatory Caom-
misslon of the U.S. government (formerly
Che Atomic Energy Commission) has been the
supplier of the enriched uranium. In addi-
tion, two other U.S. corporations, IBM and
Foxboro Corporation, have provided mach of
the technological equipment and know-how
to build the South African uranium enrich-
ment plant at Pelinda, South Africa, out-
side Pretoria.

Besides & nuclear weapons capability,
South Africa has strong interests in dev-
eloping an enriched uranium export business
to meet an expected world wide demand for
fuel for atomic reactors. South Africa
has one of the largest uranium reserves in
the world, but until recently lacked the
capabllity to enrich raw unranium.

A.J.A. Roux, president of South Africa's
Agomic Energy Board, estimates the country
will net $375 million annually in Uranium
exports by 1988.

|UD Loses Suit

In the first case to be decided in the
U.S. involving the Dalkon Shield, an
intra uterine device (IUD), Cormie L.
Deemer has won her sult against the A.H.
Rebbin Comapanu. The suit was filed in
the Sedgwick County, Kansas district
court.,

Connie Deemer found she was pregnant
in November, 1971, Lthree months after her
physician had inserted a small size Dgl-
kon Shield. After dellvery the shield was
was found to have adhered to Deemer's
uterus and required surgical removal.

Deemer brought sult against her
physician, Dr. O0'Ruth Sisk Patterson of
Wichita, claiming departure from standard
mlidical practice in inserting the shield
and lack of informed consent regarding the
the Information she was glven about pos-
sible compllcations. She also sued A.H.
Robbins Comapny, manufacturer of the
Dalkon Shleld, for punitive damages,
clalming gross and wanton negligence,

breach of implied warranty, willful
misrepresentation and fraud.

Al ter deliberating for a day and a
half, the jury found the doctor not at
fault, but ruled against A.H. Robbins
Company. Deemer was awarded $10,000 in
compensation and $75,000 punitive damages.
The drug company intends to appeal the
decision.

WHITE COLLAR CRIMINALS

While alleged Presldent Ford rants
and raves sbout mandetoery Jjall sentences
for street criminals, Justice Department
records reveal that in less than one year
Ford has pardoned and released from jail
145 white collar c¢riminals.

Convictions for which he pardoned them
them include counterfeiting U.S. currency,
income tax evasion, brlbery, embezzlement,
theft, narcobtics, the illegal possession
and manuif'ac ture of flirearms, armed rob-
bery and assault with a dangerous weapon.

==Dave Folvin

How about s
grasshopper  steaks?

(ZNS) Are you ready for antburgers, grass-
hopper stew or caterpillar cake?

Two L.A. entymologists, Roy Snelling add
C.L. Hogue, say bthat insects are the ideal
answer to the world's food c¢risis. Both
men, who work for the L.A. Museum of Nat-
ural History, report tasting various tLypes
of Insects; they say the bugs are not only
high In protein byt that they actually
taste betler than many foods now on the map-
ket.

Grasshoppers, pound-for-pound, for ex- -
a mple, have triple the protein value of
steak. The two bug experts say that some
species of ants are especlally sweet-tast-
ing and can be eaten uncooked. They both
insist that beatle eggs, roasted in coco-
nut oil, are a culinary dellight.

Anyone for a second helping of potato

/ ll\'-;? ‘o§

-+ VENICE CANAL FESTIVAL = ™

Despite the objections of a few outside
agitators, l1.e. the ‘Venice Chamber of Com=
merce, who wished to move the Canal Festi-
val from the Canals to the Pavilion at
North Beach, the Venice Canals Festival will
be held on Sunday, September 14.

This 18 a community festival to cele=-
brate that the non=affiluhip are still
alive 1n Venice and enjoying it.

It is also a reminder that the bull do-
zers of the "Squeeze 'em out!" .speculators
and Realtors, and thelr serfs the L.A.
City Council are always ready to run us
out and putf us down.

Be cool, enjoy.If any one makes any
unpleasantness, they will be branded as
pald agents provocateurs of Silver Strand
realtors or the Venice Chamber of Com-

merce ! PAGE 8 :



