A USEFUL CRISIS
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Profits are the barometer of the
country and thehigher the better,
There is NO WAY profits can be
too high. .
- » ==Allen P, Stults, President,

American Bankers Assoclation

-

(Inlese otherwise designated,

the ideas and statistics upon

which this article is based

come from "Energy and Power™ by

Frank Ackerman and Axthur MacEwan,
. Haryard economists, in the Jan,

1975 issue of MONTHLY REVIEW.)
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And on and on, It is the same

“old story; when there is a prcb-
lem in this countxry, it is the

people who are at fault, Increas-
ingly, however, many people are-

" n't buying it. The “energy cri-
gls®”, though real enough in the
sense that it presages the fate

of the world in coming decades
with respect to energy supply
and consumption, at present has
a bit of a fishy tinge to it. The
present "erisiz", if not active-
1y created by the actions of the
o1l companles and the govern-
ment, was at least anticipated
and allowed to develop, But it
reguires some delving beyond

the news releases of the White
House and the oll giants and
headlines in the daily papers to
undexrstand how and why this cris-

45 came into being,

The government and thecompan-
1es would have us belleve that
the Arab oill embargo is a basic
gause of present shortages. In
fact, the US imports most of its
oil from Venezuelz, Nigeria, Ind-
onesia and other non-Middle East-
ern nations., And these sources
not only are willing and able to
increase their oil exports to
the U,3,., they have in fact done
s0, At the same time, it should
be remembered that the U.S5. is
the developed industrial nation
in the world least dependent
upon Arab oll to keep its econ-

Comy running. Arab imports ac-
eount for less than 12% of total
U,S. consumption,

In any case, the difflculties
facing the U.S. are not a crude
oil shortage, but rather a short-
age of refining capacity., 0il

company and government predic-

tions of the rate of growth of
the demand for oil have been ex-

tremely accurate, and the comp-
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anies and the government are like-
wise well aware of the fact that
it takes between three and four
years to build a new refinery. So
why didn't they do something ab-
out the Increasing gap between
demand for oil products and re-
finery capacity?
At Tirst glance, it would

seem that the oll conglomerates

would have every incentive to
keep up their refining capacity
so that they could sell more fuel
and make more money, The simple
logic of supply and demand, how-
ever, falls apart in a monopoly
(or for purist economists, an
oligopoly) industry such as oil.

The monopoly structure of the
industry means that if all of the
companies act in concert(whether
by overt comblned decislion-making
or by each company separately com-
ing to realize thelr shared int-
erests) to raise prices and hold
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back supply, the price increases
wlll more than make up for the
losses from selling a smaller
quantity, This fact has led to a
whopping 45% increase in after-
tax profits for the nine largest
oil companies during the first
three quarters of 1973--compared
to the first three quarters of
1972,

Why didn't the government blow
the whistle on the companies'
shenanigans? One reason might be
contained in the information re-
leased last week by Rep. Les
Aspin (D.Wis). Contributions to
Nixon's re-election campaign fund
by oil interests totalled more
than $5,700,000--that is more
than any other industry in the
nation, exceeding the contribut-
lons of even the defense contrac-
tors,

There were othéer reasons as well.
companies were running 1in-

The oll
to some very stubborn problems in
the late 1960'§, discussed below.
Their common reactim led them to
a strategy of allowing prediot-
able shortages to develop. This
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strategy not only raised their
profits in the short run, it also
greatly enhanced their long-run
power position.

The first problem was the
growing influence of the ecology
movement. Not just the oil com-
panles were worried about the en-
vironmentalists. So were Big
Business and its representatives
in Washington. Had the "enexgy
crisis” not fortuitously “dev-
eloped”, ©il companies would very
probably have had to accept var-
ious restrictions aimed at pro-
tecting the environment on both
thelr exdsting production facili-
ties and on any new refineries
and other investments. The coast-
line off Santa Barbara might not
be cpened for more drilling, The
Alaska pipeline might be in ser-
ious trouble, This would mean
higher costs for them and, more
crucially, it would set a dang-
erous precedent for publlec inter-
ference with the “free enter-
prise" of the oll menopolies.
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If, on the other hand, they did
nothing about expanding refin-
ery capacity, shortages would
develop and the environmentalist
would be in trouble, And in
fact, as it has turned out, the
ecology movement is on the
ropesSe

A second problem was the
growing power the Middle East-
ern oll-exporting nations which
had banded together to form the
Organization of Petroleum Ex-
porting Countries (OPEC). Crude
oil prices charged by the OFPEC
rose rapidly (though not near-
ly enough to justify the prices
now belng paid by American
consumers at their loeal gas
stations). Even more important-
ly, the Arab exporters made
some substantial demands con-
cerning the ownership and op~
erations of the production fac-
ilites in their countries. They
were becoming a real pain in
the neck., The energy scare,
however, has created an atmos-
phere (very ‘much enjoyed by Mr.
Kissinger) in which the govern-
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ment does not meet the domestic
opposition which Vietnam had
brought into being for'strong
actions in the Middle East, In
fact, the energy scare is just
about as good as the red scare,
Whether this atmosphere will be
used to excuse future American
intervention overseas remains
to be seen,

At the same time, what 1little
competition existed in the oil
industry could be neatly smo-
thered., During the last year
some ten thousand independent
gasoline dealers have been forced
out of business. And the future
appears even bleaker for those
who remain, Dr, Fred Allvine, a
specialist on gas marketing at
Georgia Tech, stated bluntly
that "Price competition is deag"
for the major gasoline dealers
(Guardian, Jan.16, 1974, )

Furthermore, the shortages,
llke some brands of gasoline, .
have been blended to suit local
conditlons, While there was a
shortage in this country last
summer, American oll companies

they pay for petrel, co
t0 urge more pleasure outings
in the family auto, Last Summer
Colorado was the state hit hard-
est by the gas shortage. It was
alse a state with an extremely
strong ecology movenment, one
which threatened to interfere
with future attempts by the oil
companies to develop the rich

oll shale deposits in the Rocky
Mountains.,

The two states experiencing
the greatest shortages this fall
and winter have been Massachu-
setts, the only state that went
for MeGovern in 1972, and Oregon,

a state with an extremely strong
environmental movement and a

large ‘number of independent gas
stations,

Simultanecusly, gas prices
jump and profits skyrocket (Exxon
up 59.4% from 1972, Gulf up
60.1%). Profits continue upward
at a time when unemployment has
risen to 5%, It is predicted by
most economists to go to 7-8.5%
later this year, And as Business
Week (Jan, 19, 1974) observed:
"In bargaining, high unemploy-
ment traditionzally has meant low

militancy by workers." The rise
continued On page 2

THE FREE VENICE BEACHHEAD IS A
COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER AND 1S CON—
TINUALLY SEEKING ARTICLES, POEMS,
PHOTOS, GRAPHICS, ETC., FOR POS-
SIBLE PUBLICATION, RIGHT NOW WE AR
PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN AC—
COUNTS OF WORK EXPERIENCES
WHAT'S IT LIKE TO BE A WAGE SLAVE

IN THE U.S.of A.? SO, IF YOU EVER
WANTED TO GIVE IT BACK TO THE BOSS,
THIS IS YOUR CHANCE. DEADLINES

ARE THE SECOND SATURDAY OF EACH
MONTH. PLEASE INCLUDE A STAMPED
SELF—ADDRESSED ENVELOPE. AND

LET US KNOW IF YOU WANT ANONYM-—
ITY. WHAT THEY DON'T KNOW WON'T
HURT THEM.
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VENICE VVAW FIGHTS BUM RAPS

Over a half million “Vietnam
era’’ veterans have been given
bad discharges from the military
services. While many of these
discharges were given as a result
of courts martial, themselves
often unjust, a great number
were the result of administrative
procedures,

Over 28,000 bad discharges
were directly related to involve-
ment with “dangerous drugs”
and narcotics, including mari-
juana, Of these 28,000 plus
persons not one Is legally entitled
to treatment by the Veterans
Administration for his drug
or drug related problems. Since
a bad discharge results in the loss
of ALL VA benefits only thase
who were lucky enough or smart
enough not to get caught are eli-
gible for treatment if they want
it. Truly, in America, nothing
succeds like success. Even if it
can be proved that a person got
hooked while in the service,
thus making a Prima facie case
for the service connected origin
of his disability, the drug addicted
veteran with a bad discharge is
out of luck. The government
treats only the people it wants
to treat--need is secondary and
justice often fails to enter the
picture at all.

Under administrative procedures,
persons believed unfit or unsuitable
can be given bad discharges very
easily, frequently without re-
ceiving any legal advice whatso-
ever. Service persons have been
soparated for such things as
bed wetting, inability to speak
English{after having been taken
into the service on the basis of
an examination in Spanish),

. homosexugl beliefs and a host

bad discharge. In this latter

case a board isn't even appointed
and a good adjutant or personnel
NCO can complete almost the
entire process at his desk. Young,
unhappy, confused, and angry

of their rights {(because nobody
tells them anything and they
usually don‘t know where to
look) are thus manipulated into
helping those arrayed against
them. They leave the service
branded unfit or unsuitabie to
enter a corporation dominated
America in which business person-
nel departments know all about
military discharges. The rest qf
the story is too familiar to bear
repitition.

Then there is the more subtle
case of the veteran who has a
“good" discharge but who was
separated for a reason that could
adversely affect his or her job
possibilities, if it became known,
It always does thanks to a little
device cailed a Separation Program
Number or SPN. This item appears
ofiall “Armed Forces of the
United States Report of Transfer
or Discharge” forms, better
known as DD form 214, issued to
all discharged vets (and demanded
by all prospective employers.)

There are several hundred of these

SPN’s. Some are good , like

SPN 201 (expiration of term of
service or “ETS" as it is better
known); some are bad like SPN

257 (unfitness, homosexual acts--

this one also gets you a bad dis-
charge),; some are more unjust

and crueler than most like SPN
362 (unsuitability, homosexual
tendencies, desires or interests
but without overt homosexual
acts in service); and some biat-
antly racist like number 749
(early release of Puerto Rican
personnel who fail to qualify
for training.)

Most small companies and all
big ones know all about these
numbers and since they all
demand to see discharge papers
considerably moge than the
half million vets with bad dis-
charges are cut out of the
most lucrative part of the job
market,

There appears to be a simple
solution to this whole problem.
The Armed Forces should issue
only one type of discharge, if
any, and stop using numbers and
devices to tag people. Anyone
who gives up part of his life to
the government for any reason

should not be repaid with a
“mark of Cain” regardless of his
sins. Let employers do their
own snooping, the givernment
needn’t do it for them.

Subjecting young people to
the stress of military life and
then jailing them and cutting
them off from benefits they earned
because they react to that stress
in “unapproved” fashions is
unjust and horrible in the extreme.

The Venice Chapter of Vietnam
Veterans Against the War/Winter
Soldier Organization is fighting
this evil. One of the things we can
all do is to get people with bad
discharges to come together for
the purpose of upgrading their
own discharges while working
towards the goal of a single
type discharge for all, to be awar-
ded retroactively. We welcome
anyone, vet or non vet, man or
woman to join us in this, and
especially those with bad dis-
charges. VV AW Discharge Upgrad
ing Project can be contacted at:
(213) 395--0073, (213) 472-3597
(213 396-6876, (213) 391-1598.

_of gther g‘g‘gadx gnfanr "reasons

to get out of the semee that

he or she cooperates in order to
speed the process. Thus he will
often waive the right to counsel
and even waive the right to appear
before the board of officers who
make the decision to grant the
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cantinued from front page

for more money,

to work for less!

I'"11 get a woman

Rather than give
you more money,
pPut a man on your
machine!

('

in unemployment hits recently
hired women and blacks hardest
(having considerably more nega-
tive impact in one fell swoop
than all of the Title VII 1iti-
gation since 1964 put together
has had in a positive direction),

At the same time, inflation
squeezes pocketbooks relentless-
1y« The wholesale price index
leapt a record 18,2% last year.
All of wlich amounts to the work-
ing majority of this country
footing the bill for the oil com-
panies and their corporate bre-
thren )

Strange how it is a crisis for
us and not for them.
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ADVERTISING RATES

$5 per column inch (3%” column)

% page ad: $50; % page ad: $90;
Full page ad, a bargain at $175.

The FREE VENICE BEACHHEAD is pub-
lished once a month by the Beach-
head Collective as a community
Information service. It is distri-
buted free, but if you wish to be
placed on the mailing list for a
year, please make a contribution
of $3.00 or more., The volunteer
staff reserves the right as wor-
kers to make declslons collect-
ively on material published and
is independent of all political
and community organizations, The
printing is financed by the ad
donations. The Beachhead encour-
ages anyone to submit news stor-
ies, articles, letters, photos,
poetry, artwork, short fiction,
or other contribution of inter-
est to the Venice community

(send them to P.0.Box 504, Free
Venite 90291 ), If return of the
material is desired, a stamped,
self-addressed envelope must
accompany it, No payment is made
for material used. The Beachhead

Collective subscribes to Libera-
tion News Service (ILNS) and is a

member of the Alternative Press
Syndicate(APS). For information
on deadlines, call TANK-YUK, 396-
9325, or 392-8969.

CORRECTION AND ADDENDA

In the article "Canine Con-
troversy" last month, I made
several mistakes, The Animal
Regulations officer who has been
acting in an overbearing manner
towards dog owners in the North
Beach area is named MAX 'TED.
Officer Max ted is very shy and
modest and refused +to show me
his badge. The only way I ecould
get the name was from a very
crumpled citation where the name
was practiecally illegible, If
there is any Animal Regulations
Officer named Waltek, my sincere
apologies, unless he too is a
wimp. Remember, folks, the Ani-
mal Regulations Officer who gets
the Finger of the Year award is
MAX TED,

Also, Joseph Von Slomski, head
of the Westside Shelter, has re-
acted in an arrogant, cavalier
manner towards Venice residents
who have complained about the
attitudes of several Animal Reg-
ulations Officers in Venice, He
told one woman that "people in
Venice were always looking for
an excuse to get angry at some-
thing."

(We need to look for excuses!?)
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RELIGION: FACIST OR LIBERATING. ..

By Dan Hirsch

Religion includes faith in human brother-
hood, and politics is the most effective
means of rendering it into visible form,
Palitics is but applied religion.
—Radhakrishnan

| have followed with interest the debate
in these pages regarding the fascist and
liberating aspects of religion. | would
like to offer some perceptions of my own
on the subject, as 1t seems a critical one
for this time,

It seems to me that, just as socialsim is
not necessarily a bad despite what some
countries or peaple have done in its name,
God is also not necessarily a bad {nor an
illusion), despite what many have been
done in Her name. Political people can
easily see the problems with religion—
the acceptance of suffering, thereby per-
petuating it; the holy wars and pogroms
and inquisitions; the strong alliance be-
tween most religious establishments and
the political-economic establishments;
the economic wealth hoarded by many
religious institutions— and tend thereby
to reject religion outright. Religious
people, however, can often easily see the
prablems with political work and peopie—
the unkindness, the hatred, the projec-
tion of personal problems onto political
situations, the murders justified in the
name of a cause, the self-sacrifice bor-
dering ‘on egoistic martyrdom— and there-
by strengthen their belief that the only
way to salvation or peace is through in-
dividual convarsion to the word and way
of God

My argument herein is that each needs
the other to correct its vision, 1o make
honest its precepts, to make effective its
mission. Religious compassion cannot
truly exist without political right action,
nor can action be right without great com-
passion. Caring and curing must not be
separated; institutional and personal lib-
eration are but two sides of the same
coin. The inner world meets and reflects
and is reflected by the other world; both
must be liberated for Peace to come (the
Peace that passeth all understanding.)
Then shall the inner be as the outer, and
all persons shall proclaim the glory of

ECO-
DISASTER

NEW YORIK (Environmental Action/
LNS)—It could make a great science fiction

film for an enterprising director—a horri-
fying monster ready to ooze on to the un-
suspecting beaches of New York. But, it's
not a prop or tricky camera work, it's real:
a 20 mile square oily, black muck that
kills everything in its path.

The muck is the proud product of New
York City and nearby New Jersey munici-
palities which dump organic and inorganic
residues from sewage plants into the ocean
10 miles off the coast. An estimated 500
million cubic yards of sludge is dumped by
barges yearly,

The creeping siudge which has resulted
from years of this practice could pose a
threat to sea life. Experts agree the sludge
kills everything it engulfs, but they don't

really know what overall effect the goo may

be having on sea life or what will happen
if it invades the shoreline.

Meanwhile, the sludae oozes on. Une
Brooklyn College marine scientist, Dr.,

Life and defend It. Then shall the Lion
and the Lamb lie down together, and be
no more; the meek shall inherit the earth,
but only through organizing for their
rights and through freeing their oppres-
sors as well as themselves of the illusion
of ego and the love of possession and
power.

When the Sixties died {or sputtered
out) most peaple’s souls and conscious-
ness kicked the bucket as well. Along
for a free ride on 2 moment in history,
they refused to get out and push when
It became clear that history is nothing
by itself— all that exists in Time are the
actions (or inactions) of persons being
persons. Those few who did push, whose
souls remained part on fire, part on ice,
were pushing at considerably opposed
angles.

Those people who had been involved
in what we came to call the Counter-
Culture (those people “into’ drugs and

mysticism and encounter groups and com-

munal living and “liberating through
getting your own head together”) headed
for the hills and other locales to set up
their communes, where they could
breathe fresh air, get close to the land,
and keep on hugging each other and wor-
shipping the Eternal Parent.

Others— those whao were involved in
radical-activism (changing the schools,
stopping the war, fighting racism and
sexism and imperialism and the assorted
avils associated with an insane, exploit-
ative and alienating economy)— these dug
in deep in urban ghettoes, fighting against
grand jury indictments, financial troubles,
depression and internal power problems,

Most people, of course, just hung Up
their soul and consciousness on a back
hook in their closet, stored next to other
mementos of the sixties {college year-
boods, Dytan albums, Strike! T-shirts).
The few that did not forgetl completely
forgot selectively. One group put their
conscience on ice; the other their soul.
One repressed their dreams, fearing
escape; the other repressed their com-
passion, fearing involvement, Some of us
stressed analytic thinking, learning to be
tacticians and theoreticians,; others
stressed emeotions and intuitive thought,
in order to became more kind. Some
learned to love Nature, friends and God
more; others learned to hate Nixon, cap-
italism and exploitation more. Some sat
meditating for hours, trying to get be-
yond suffering through forgetting desire;
others stood marching for hours, trying
to end suffering through making people
aware of their forgotien desire. Some
of us tried to help others by forgetting
ourselves; some of us tried to find our-
selves by forgetting others. But very,

very few did both; very few tried to

transcend this polarity between inner
and outer.

If | am not for myself, who will be for me?

If | am not for others, what am |?
If not now, when?
Hillel

Yes, indeed: if not now, when? How
much longer can Hillel’s message be ig-
noredMow much longer can our House
remain divided against itself? How much
longer can those who love God hold back
from doing effective works? How much
longer can those who labor mightily ag-
ainst hatred and destruction refuse to
take time for the reflection necessary to
recognize hatred and destruction within
themselves?

Pogo says we have net the Enemy, and
that they are us. But also, the Enemy is
not us. We must fight both antagonists—
the Nixon in the White House and the
life-fearing entity in our heads. One battle
without the other is like animals without

out love of people is empty; that a love
of people without effective action to
help them is hypocritical; that action

on behalf of “The People” without kind-
ness to the person next to you is incom-
plete; and that fighting for peace without
a personal experience of what peace is
can never quite get us there.

True spitituality must be an energy
source and a beacon in the struggle to
end the needless suffering of the op-
pressed. It recharges the soul, cleanses
the eye, and purifies the heart. It cor-
rects political errors, too— especially that
huge problem daily destroying the Left—
the love of power and attachment to ego
that leaves movement arganizations hier-
archial, sexist, and otherwise afflicted
with many of the same diseases as the
System it claims to negate,

And good politics is what honest re-
ligious people need. Otherwise they re-
main Neros fiddling while Vietnam, An-
gola, and Chile burn. Otherwise, they
help the system perform its robbery and
murder by promising salvation after
death on the condition that this life's
pains are accepted as inconsequential.
Otherwise one has no good answer for
the questions: If your gurus can do any-
thing why don‘t they stop the killing in
Indochinadf you gurus love humanity
so much, why don’t they sell their cars
and give the money to the poor®Good
political action on the part of good re-
ligtous people avoids the defamation of
God’s name by not allowing the truly
miraculous majesty of life to be reduced
to 2 blissed-out worship of superstitious
magic,

The praletariat shall rule only when
all people realize they are comrades, truly
sisters and brothers, and in.great honesty
revere and serve the greatest good, the
Highest God. When we see God in all
life, when we defend and fight for the
inner essence from which we have been
farcibly alienated, that spontanecus
life-loving child killed by a “mature”
warld called Conformity and Wage-Sla-
very, then shall the Heavens open and
the Masses sing! When we no longer des-
troy the self-esteem of baby Nixons there
will be no more Nixons to destroy babies:
when we destroy a system that kills
children there will be no more warped
personalities to kick around any more.
No long term liberation ¢an succeed with-

3

out these changes, it seems to me, but
in the meantime we have work cut out
for us just making sure that there is a
world left to liberate,

Henri Nouwen suggests that in the per-
son of Christ something of a union be-
tween these two poles can be observed.
He writes ‘“Mysticism and revelution
are two aspects of the same attempt to
bring about radical change. No mystic
can prevent himself from becoming a so-
cial critic, since in self-reflection he will
discover the roots of a sick society. Simi-
larly, no revolutionary can avoid facing
his own human condition, since in the
midst of his struggle for a new world he
will find that he is also fighting his own
reactionary fears and false ambitions.”

It is a pity that religious and pelitical
people who share such a large vocabu-
lary (“peace, love, freedom, liberation,
consciousness, sisterhood and brother-
hood"’) seem now so far apart. | hope
that this writing will contribute a bit to
some greater unity or synthesis of the
better parts of both.

All of this leaves for some other writing
the thorny questions of which religious
movements are fascist and which are not;
and which political movements are liber-
ating and which not. Is Baba Ram Dass
more enlightened than Guru Maharaji?

Is the Indochina Peace Campaign more
progressive that the United Farm Work-
ers? Such questions are issues of discri-
mination, some easy and some difficult
answered best when the initial question

is resolved: is religion, or politics for that
matter, oppressive in its very nature?f he
answer must be, | believe, not necessarily;
the search for God and the struggle for
the peaple’s liberation are but one strug-
gle. Gad and humankind, once aliena-
tion and mystification are stripped away,
are one. | believe any good mystic and
any good Marxist, therefore, will have
the same goal: peace on earth, goodwill
to all. And thiey therefore need each
other’s energy and vision, for it cannot

be done alone.

Let us move, not'as the much-publi-
cized Rennie Davis has, from mixed po-
litics 1o even more mixed religion, but
rather, as the image of the Boddhisattva
suggests, let us suspend ourselves mid-
way between Heaven-and Earth, one foot
grounded firmly in each, bringing peace
both to aurselves and to all humankind.

MALCOLM X

NO, I'M NOT an American-

I'm one of the 22 million black

FEBRUARY 21, 1965

the victims of democracy, nothing
but disguised hypocrisy ... |

William Harris, says the muck is only a half
mile off Long Island’s heavily used beaches
and seems to be moving closer. Gavern-
ment afficials have been noncommitial
about the monster's movements, but agree
that it is potentially very dangerous.

plants— each needs the ather to truly don't see any American dream; |
live, for without the oxyagen produced
by the plants, animals would die, and
without the carbon dioxide furnished by
animals, nothing would be green.

It seems 1o me that love of God with-

people who are the victims of
Americanism. One of the 22
miilion black people who are

s5ee an American nightmare,
-~ Malcolm X, April 3, 1964




*  DR. ZANE'S LOBOTOMY COLUMN

“BAD TASTE IS TIMELESS"”

Spinal Cord \
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A M.onthly Column of Advice on All
Subjects the Doctor Knows Absolutely
Nothing About

by Jim Zane

Another noted doctor is sponsoring this
month's column:

“Lt. William Calley, front and center folks.
You may have forgotten, but millions of
people around the world remember me as
the American hero of the My Lai massacre.
Now, killing people is not a very easy task
gven if it is a lot of fun. And after a hard
day of killing people in the hot Vietnamese
sun, what would make an All-American
boy happier than to come home to the bar-
racks for a refreshing spray of Dr, Scholl’s
Foot Mist.

“While hiking through the Vietnamese
countryside, looking for Victor Charley,
one works up a heavy sweat on the inside
of one’s shoes. This often results in unbe-
coming F.Q., more commonly known as
Foot Odor. Foot Odor is nothing a person
should worry about if they're alone, but
when they're in the company of others, it
can become a social problem of immense
proportions. No one likes a guy whose feet
stink—even if that guy is fighting to protect
his country. People have no respect for
people with smelly feet. | should know, |
remember My Lai. Not one person begged
me for mercy because every time they went
down on their knees they could smell my
feet, and they immediately had to get up
and then apply their index finger and their
thumb to their nose. And how do you think
that made me feel? Terrible, | was the only
guy in the platoon who didn’t have one
Vietnamese beg him for mercy.

“So learn from a guy who learnt it the hard
way, Lt. William Calley, nobody likes a

guy whose feet stink. Get yourself a can of
Dr. Scholl's Foot Mist and be the hit of the
social season. Don’t let smelly feet ruin
your life like it almost did mine.”

{reprinted from HOSTILE WITNESS/
UCLA National Lawyers Guild News-
letter)

by John Messer

According to recent estimates, Elvis
Presley’s personal fortune is nearing the
100,000,000 doltar mark. Now that |'ve
managed to get the attention of all those
of you who are (a) music fans, (b) money
fans. or {c) both, | might also add that
$60,000 of that (or .0006% for you sta-
tistically minded) belongs to one Arthur
Crudup. There are eéven rumors that there
indeed exists a check for the money or
some portion thereof somewhere in the
offices of one of the companies that guides
El’s fortune, To Arthur Crudup, a 68 year
old bluesmen from Mississippi, the check
is just & rumor, and he holds little hope
that it will ever become more than that.

He is a prominent example of the scares of
bluesmen, creators of one of America’s few
original musical farms {(and directly respon-
sible for much of popular music as it ex-
ists today) whea have been poorly protected
by the copyright laws. They all lack one
vital “requirement’ of the laws. These art-
ists don't have attorneys.

"“Big Boy" Crudup’s best known song
is probably unfamilar to most peopte. He
wrote ““That's All Right, Mama,” which was

Dear Dr. Zane:
| need oil and gasoline for my car but none
of the gas stations are selling it. Where can
| go to get some?

William Simon

Dear Simple Simon:
Try Lake Erie and most of the rivers, iakes
and streams of this country.

Dear Dr. Zane:
| am writing a report on the British Navy
and | need some information on a little
known figure in their navy. Could you
please supply me with some information
on John Halfstone?

History Student

Dear Histary Student:

John Halfstone was a cook in the British
Navy during the years 1523 through 1524
when he died. He was the worst cook in
the history of the British Navy and no one
has been able to match his incompetencs
in the galley since. He was such a bad cook
that not only did his crews always come
down with scurvy but so did the rats on
the ship who mistakenly ate his leftovers.
John Halfstone died'in April of 1524 when
the crew of his ship, sickened (literally and
figuratively) from his lack of culinary abil-
ities, forced him to eat his own cooking
for three consecutive days.

Dear Dr. Zane;
Why does the government refuse to release
the two members of the Symbionese Libera-

tion Army who are accused of killing a mem-

ber of the Board of Education?
Hugh Younman

Dear Hugh Younman:
The government refuses to release those

BLUESM

Elvis' second hit in the mid-1950's, and his
songs have a way of surfacing on the records
of a variety of well known, successful peo-
ple, Rod Stewart, Elton John, lke and Tina
Turner, Creedence Clearwater Revival
(r.i.p.), Paul Butterfield and B.B. King are
featured on this list. His rollicking style
and broad influence have earned him the
appelation “The Father of Rock and Roll”
from various inarticulate sources. While
songwriters’ royalties are not overabund-
ant. such widespread use should have pro-
vided Crudup a tidy income. Today he
lives on a tiny, run down farm in Frank-
town, Virginia. Songwriter's royalties are
something he has heard of, but never seen.
His career is typical of blues artists in
that it is one riddled by outright thievery
by white promoters and record entrepre-
neurs. Around 1940 in Chicago, one such

entrepreneur promised him “12% royal-
ties” initially and “35% royalties’" if the
subsequent recording sold, The records

‘did well, but as for the royalties, “"Course

all the other numbers that anybody ever
made of me, | never rpcewed any money

from it.”

wo members of the SLA because they are
accused of killing a man, whereas if they

were convicted of killing 21 more people,
they could be on the streets today like Lt.
Calley.

Dear Dr. Zane:
|‘'ve heard that God is finally dead. | was
wondering what he died from. Was it a
natural death?

Neil List

Dear Neil List:
God did not die a natural death—it was 3
supernatural death.

Dear Dr. Zane:
Often times when |'m walking down the
street, some stoney-looking dude lor dudess)
comes up to me and says, “"What's happen-
ing man? "’ Well, I'm new in town and |
don’t know what’s happening. | don’t want
these people to think I'm stupid by saying
that | don’t know what's happening; yet,
on the other hand, | don't want to appear
rude by not saying anything. Dr, Zane,
could you please tell me what's happening?
Waldo

Dear Waldo:

The question of “What's happening? " has
irritated mankind since time immemaorial.
This is not an easy question to answer. It

is just as basic as the meaning of life and
lesser philosophers than myself have been
thwarted in their attempts to find an ade-
guate answer, Unlike yourself Waldo, | am
not new in town. As a matter of fact, | have
not been new in town since the day | was
born. Unfortunately, | don’t know what's
happening. It wouldn’t have been unusual
if you had asked me on the day | was born
what was happening, and | didn't answer.
For not only did | not know what was hap-
pening then, but even if | did, | didn"t know
how to talk and therefore | couldn’t have
told you. Just the same, over the years |
have been very concerned about the answer
to what was happening. And in my quest
to find an answer, | had myself locked in-
side a room with B0 mellowed-out people
for two weeks. For two weeks all | heard
was: “What's happening man?......... Got any
spare change2......Far out......... | can dig it
w...that’s some trip man....you know." -
This was a very deep and moving experience
because | was unable to talk for an entire
month afterwards. Unfortunately, it didn’t
provide any answers and | still don‘t know
what's happening. All | can say is that the
next time someone comes up to you and
says “What's happening,” you should ask
the person if they've accepted Jesus into

their lives. Word will be rapidly passed
around about you, and no one will ever
approach you again asking this embarassing
question.

Dear Dr. Zane:
Jesus has the answer.
Billy Graham

N RIPPED

Any law student-lawyer who isn't al-
ready formulating a nifty law suit in his
or her mind should be ashamed. Crudup’s
response was considerably different and
his attitude today is largely the same. He
wrote a letter in 1947 saying he wouldn’t
work for the Chicago entrepreneur any
longer. Today, he still feels the legal system
is powerless 10 help any of those in his po-
sition. Asked if he feels bluesmen will ever
be vindicated, he responds, I don’t believe
it.” Crudup concedes he did receive song-
writing credit throughout his career, but
never any money. “Credit is all | ever got.”

What small financial success Crudup has
realized through live appearances has been
the direct result of the efforts of blues-de-
votee non-attorney Dick Waterman, who
also checked with BMI (who along with

ASCAP are supposed to secure the rights of

songwriters) to find that the $60,000 was
rightfully Crudup’s. The reason given for
nonpayment is that the long dead Chicago
entrepreneur’s widow was sent a check for
$20,000 by mistake and no money will be
forthcoming until that money is somehow
recovered.

and he does happén to leave a fou

Dear Billy Graham: T
That's great. Now, could you please tell me
who has the question.,

Dear Dr. Zane:
Are you actually going to do a streak?
N.D. Buff

Dear N.D. Buff:

Yes | am, On April 28, | am going to be
ipined by two million of my most intimate
friends and we are going to streak through
the Elysium nudist colony completely
clothed,

Dear Dr, Zane:
The remarks in your March column indica-
ing that lower speed limits add to the pop-
ulation problem were somewhat misieading.
As an ambulance worker, | can verify that
there has been a 23% decrease in our traf-
fic business. However there has been a cor-
responding increase in overdoses, suicides
and psychological disturbances which your
column failed to consider. It seems that as
people reduce their speeds, they notice the
world around them and are unable to han-
dle what they see. | thought you would be
happy to know how this problem balances
itself out—and we are still able ta conserve
energy!

Rasberry Putin

Dear Dr. Zane:

| see that word has finally leaked out about
my cousin Apeskunk wha's living in the
Florida Everglades. Until now the outside
world has only heard about me and my
other cousin in Nerthern California, Big
Foot.

In the past the reports about me and my
family have been fairly accurate and thus

| didn't feel a need to write to you or
anyone else. But the way the media is
covering my cousin Apeskunk, why that's
abominable. First of all, it is true that cou-
sin Apeskunk does live and hang out in the
Florida Everglades. Secondly, it also is true
that he had an accident with a car the
other day (but it wasn’t his fault; he wasn't
driving it; in fact, he was the one who was
hit, a victim of a hit-and-run. mvdentl

And thirdly, it is true that my cousin gm
his name because he does. lOOk_ll 2 an.ape,

behind after he's been around for & whue

But those wild rumors that cousin Ape-
skunk is actually Bebe Rebozo are abso-
lutely untrue. Cousin Apeskunk happens
to smell much better than Mr, Rebozo. At
least cousin Apeskunk never has had to
faunder his money like Mr. Rebozo because
of its smell. Furthermore, another com-
pletely false and malicious rumor that's
going around is that cousin Apeskunk is
actually Spiro Agnew, That also is untrue.
Cousin Apeskunk is just Apeskunk and
that’s all. Any resemblance to the former
Vice President is purely coincidental.
Abominable Snowman

OFF

Arthur “Big Boy” Crudup’s plight re-
flects the predicament of the vast majority
of America's first generation bluesmen.
Many are now dead, but dead or living,
they forged an entire area of America’s
popular music—where aping and cariature
are frequently rewarded with huge finan-
cial success.

In all likelihood, the only way 1o get the
El, Rod Stewart, et al out to Frankton,
Virginia to present Arthur Crudup with a
royalty check would be to post a bond
guaranteeing the attendance of writers
and/or photographers from Rolling Stone,
Crawdaddy (to whom, incidentally, goes
the credit for much of the research used
here), Rock, Creem, Time, Newsweek, the
Wall Street Journal and Fortune Magazine.
It seermns we have a legal system in which
the protection of a sizable segment of gen-
vine American artists depends not upon the
body of copyright law but upon who
“owns" (or doesn’t own, if you prefer) the
attorneys; this tempered only by whatever
residual guilt a man with $100,000,000
might feel.
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ART SEIDENBAUM

Passion to the People

If vou are one of those cynical
souls who'd like 10 1ake govern-
ment in your own hands, let me tell
vou gahout Venice, Calif., as a mod-
el of what might be.

You say you knew Venice al-
ready” A mixed human bag of
black, white, brown, old, young,
rich, poor, barefeeters, beach bum-
mers, radicals and recluses. Then
imagine that erowd coming togeth-
er once a month to decide ils own
destiny.

They do. And they work, despite
clouds of rhetorie and righteous an-
gor and symplomatic distrust of
the very system that made the Ve-
nice Town Council possible.

I've watched a couple of recent
meetings, including the one KCET

covered for more than 315 hours
“from gavel to gavel. T've snickered

and sneered at the down home de-

refleetions

The Venice Advisory Town Council
was created in March, 1973. It’s first of-
ficial act was to drop the word “advisory”

from its name.

From the beginning the Town Coun-
¢il has worked diligently to bring com-
munity input inte Los Angeles’ plans for
Venice. This doesn’t mean total agree-
ment but the Venice Town Council en-
ables different people to come up with
different solutions to Venice prohlems.

Different backgrounds, different neigh-
borhoods— the one commonality is an
intense feeling to keep Venice for people-
all different types of people.

Representatives have kept up the pres-
sure on city officials and continously
pointed out problems that needed atten-
tion. There is an overall resistance against
paving Venice over with concrete and
highrise condominiumns,

Five representatives from each area
(Venice is divided into six neighborhoods)
meet together once a month to talk about
problems of Venice. Each neighborhood
holds independent meetings in which
each resident has a voice and vote. On
the first Wednesday evening of each
month all areas meet together as the full
Venice Town Council, usually at the
Broadway School.

Civic awareness brings us to the con-
clusion, “If we don't do it, it won't get

done!”’
Submerged in the big cities all across

this country are ‘neighborhoods” that
once were independent self-governing
communities before they were taken over
by empire-building “downtowns.” Rox-
bury, Mass., for example, was an indepen-
dently self-governed township for 238
years until it was annexed by Boston in
IB68; when Philadelphia annexed Ger-
mantown in 1864 (without consent of
its residents), that community had been
politically independent far 171 years.

to be continued, page T

bates only to come away with a
brand new respect for the demo-
eratic process as applied 1o people
—as people applied to it.

Councilwoman Pat Russell, who
represents the 60,000-o0dd residents
of Venice, started the Town Coun-
cil early this vear. She knew she
was proceeding at hier own risk by
bringing diverse interests onto one
platform where they might tear
each other—and their councilper-
son—i{o verbal shreds. She knew
the council itself might grow up to
be a power bloe rather than an ad-
vigsory body, therebhy making her
lezislative life morve difficult.

And the 30 duly elected repre-
sentatives from six Venice distticts.
have indeed hegun to make de-
mands rather than suggestions,
They have started to insist that
Ms. Russell help them implement

THE VENICE TOWN COUNCIL
AND THE STATE COASTAL
COMMISSION By Ron Guenther

The people of California, in 1972, were
forced to bypass an impotent state leg-
islature so corrupt, and so influenced by
developers, big money, and special in-
terests, that it could pass no significant
or meaningful coastal protection legisla-
tion. The result was Proposition 20— the
Coastal Zone Conservation Act, approved
by the voters in November, 1972, after
one of the hardest fought pure citizen
action campaigns against overwhelming
odds ever seen in this state. Six regional,
and one State Coastal Appeals Commis-
sion were set up to control coastal deve-
lopment. They were to enhance and to
conserve, to provide for the permanent
protection of the remaining natural and
scenic resources, Land speculators, deve-
lopers, and the municipal governments
which typically serve them were under-
standably dismayed,

Los Angeles City Councilman Louis
Nowell, appointed by Los Angeles City
Government to the local Regianal Coas-
tal Commission, has so obviously and
blantly misused his office to prevent coas-
tal protection, to sabotage the intent and
spirit of Proposition 20, and to encourage
massive coastal development, that he has
come to typify the reasons why Propo-
sition 20 became necessary in the first
place. The overworked staffs of the Com-
missions, starved by Governor Reagan
who has stated for the public record that
coastal protection has “really loused
things up,” have been widely praised for
stopping many destructive projects in
their initial stages. Although many con-
cerned members of the general public
have been appearing and testifying on
an individual basis at Coastal Commi-
sion hearings, one of the biggest prob-
iems that these Commissions face is a lack
of organized, and continuing, public
input. This makes it vastly easier for the

1o be continued, page 7

“1 know no safe depository of the ultimate

powers of society but the people themselves . . | .

their resolutions.

Curtis Rossiter, the Russell aide
in Venice, stood up to an hour's
worth of abuse at the September
meeting as a variety of Town
Council members complamed
about new building code enforee-
ment, tax rises, rent rises and a
proposed road through their com-
munity.

Rossiter took it, smiling, admit-
ting the grass roolers had every
right to anger.

Rick Gutierrez, chairman for the
evening, managed to hold his own
smile as the members broke a
10:30 curfew at the Broadway Ele-
mentary School and argued their
way toward midnight. 1t was bor-
ing and it was beautiful, to watch
those 30 peopie care and see 300

other people come to the hall,

There are other town councils in
the country, mostly in mossy parts
of New England, where the major

differences of color ave in hair. [
don't know of any such council

COMMUNITY DESIGN CENTER
(VENICE OR OTHERWISE)

By Rick Davidson

The Venice Town Council during its
first year of activity has involved itself
I many issues, projects and problems
of our community. The cde is but one.
Responses to the initials ¢ d ¢ are as var-
ied as are the residents of Venice: CDC!
What is that®reat, it'll solve all our prob-
lems. Is that the California Democratic
Congress? Not another CDC, we tried that
road once before. Why not. . . what can
we lose?and so on. Since | feel that a cde
is @ potentially important project and
since the Venice Town Council has
created a committee to consider a Ven-
ice CDC some background information
may be valuabls to the community,

CDC stands for COMMUNITY DESIGN
CENTER— a concept developed by the
American Institute of Architects (AlA)
in response to the worsening urbanprob-
lems in America the Beautiful. The basic
idea 15 to help provide professional arch-
itectual and planning services without
fee to low income communities. There are
(independent) cdc’s all over the country.
in LLA, there are two that | know of:
the Los Angeles COC with Jim Bonar,
president and the Urban Workshop in
Watts with Eugene Brooks, Director.

In 1972, Ken Norwood and Mike Cof-
fey, who were working in the Venice Plan-
ning Office {a UCLA project), became
prime movers in establishing a Venice
CDC with its office in the back room
of NAPP, Last year they failed to get
re-funded and since then both have left
the community. A great deal of eriticism
has been directed at Ken and Mike’s ef-
forts. To a large degree the criticism is
valid, yet too often dis-directed due to
personalizing the problems around Ken
and Mike. | believe Ken and Mike wanted
to do good for Venice, but a combination
of factors defeated their goal, i.2., lack
of community control, not just imput;

ta be continued, page &
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established voluntarily hy an eleel-
ed official in a megalop. And I
haven't seen any of the other 14
Los Angeles councilmen hurrying
to copy this acl of courage.

What Venice has more than the
rest of Lnos Angeles is A sense of
community, even if that further
stbdivides as six communities. It

has been fostered by old conserva-
tives and by the vounger Free Ve-
nice movement. The council acro-
batic cirveus doesn't Tall on ils face
because under the rhetoric is a real
desire among the performers 1o
hold each other up, to honor each
person's act,

And Pat Russell sits there ap-
plauding, a rare politician wha
knew when to become an audience.

Copyright 1973
Reprinted by permission of the

Yos Angeles Times

PROPOSED LOCAL RECOVERY ACT

A REASONABLE RENT PLAN
Short term solutions

Renter’s aid— to create a tax-break for
property owners of one to five units in
order to provide low-priced rental units.

Reasonable net profit— to requlate the
net profit from rent in accordance to the
legal interest rates (10% in California).

Equitable property tax deductable for-
mula— to establish guide lines for income
tax deductions of rental property— de-
termining the legal amount deductable
by either owner or renter, i.e., whoever
pays the tax (rent) should take the deduc-
tion,

Collective bargaining— to establish
rules for settling disputes between ren-
ters and landlords equitably for all par-
ties involved.

Long term solutions
Housing for low and moderate income
clients— provide incentives in order 10
create housing for low and moderate in-
come clients: a) to the builder b) to the
community (self-help).

FOOD CRISIS PROGRAM
Immediate action

City owned property— make city
owned property, not in use, available
for food production. -

City owned water areas— turn city owxx
owned water areas, such as lakes, ponds,
canals, rivers into fish hatcheries.

Long range goals

Urban and rural integration— stimula-
tion of ties between urban and rural com-
munities in order to provide secure mar-
kets for the small farmer as incentives for
him to maintain production rather than
give in the land developers.

for information call 386-6876, 392-7290

-

NOTE :

The LOCAL RECOVERY ACT
is in committee & still
in 1ts draft stage.



-““The Neighborhood, in origin and existence,
remains a political unit of settlement, whether
self-ruling or dominated. And neighborhood
;organization 1s the natural place for aither
founding new liberty or liberating local settle-
ment from outside power."”

Neighborhood Government

Milton Kotler

|
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PENINSULA NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL

By Barbara Avedon

My assignment: Write about the prob-
lems of area one .... The progress in sol-
ving them and the defsats on this the
first anniversary of the Venice Town
Council,

My gualifications: None.

| am very new to Venice.

Our family has spent the last two and
a half years living on the Ocean front
between Venice and Washir.gton in two
(the first burned down) cheaply construc-
ted apartments whose sleazy interior
finish had and have definite pretensions
1o a bad taste view of upper middle class
grandeur.

We have never liked living anywhere
eise as well, We lave the ocean. We love
the sunsets. We love living in Venice
where it feels like so many peaple are in
the exciting process of creating them-
selves rather than accepting the many
different assembly lines that hacked them
out.

| feel that the problems of Venice as
a whole is reflected more in the other
five districts where | know people who
are already in a desperate battle to save
their homes. In area one the divisions are
not as visibly drawn and it is therefore
harder to write about. But Venice, here
100, i5 threatened. Perhaps the percentage
(and | do mean perhaps , | sincerely do
not know) of residents who could be
economically banished from our area is
nat the only way to lose what we have
found here. s

We who can afford to pay the rent
and tax raise will find ourselves victims
too of mindless development. . . our
streets congested, our air poisoned by the
soon to be extinét dinosaurs of the high-
way. . . our living space constantly dimin-
ished and despoiled by the metastases of

continued page
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NO, BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCI

By John Haag

The monthly meeting notice of the
North Beach Neighborhood Council now
appears in the form of a newsletter called
“On the Front,” which contains two*
pages of information oncurrent issues
and upcoming events. Over 2,000 copies,
of the newsletter along with the Beach-
head newspaper are delivered door-to-
door each month throughout the North
Beach Area.

The North Beach Planning Task Force,
which was already working before the
Council started last year, has dealt with
a variety of planning problems.and has
helped to mobilize people to appear at
the South Coast Regional Commission,
This activity has resulted in the denial
of several permits to build high rental
structures in North Beach. The Task
Force meets every Tuesday (except the
day after the Area meeting) at the lsrael
Levin Center at 8 pm.

Weather and volunteers permitting, a
neighborhood rap table now appears Sun-
day afternoons on the Ocean Front Walk.
it provides as opportunity for conversa-
tions about council activities outside the
confines of the monthly area meeting
and usually takes in a few dollars in con-
tributions.

The first benefit for the North Beach
Council was held February 27. It con-
sisted of Charlie Chaplin movies and at-
tracted about 70 persons of all ages. A
50-cent donation resulted in raising al-
most $26 for the expenses of printing
our newsletter. We expect to continue
these events on the last Wednesday even-
ing of each month at the lsrael Levin
Center,

The North Beach Neighborhood Coun-
cil meets the first Monday of each month
at 7: 30 pm at the Israel Levin Center,
201 Ocean Front Walk. Attendance has
varied from about 40 to over 200, depen-
ding on the issues involved.

At our February meeting we passed re-
solutions calling for the restoration of
Venice Tram service along Ocean Front
Walk, for mass rapid transit in and
through Venice, for weekly street clean-
ing in the North Beach Area, and for Ven-
ice Town Council meeting and office
space in the Venice City Hall, now
vacated by the L.A. Police Department.
These resolutions were also passed by the
Venice Town Council,

Resolutions passed, but not submitted
to the full Council, called for a meeting
of the Venice Community Design Cen-
ter (CDC) Board of Directors within 30
days, for each new private development

to be continued, page 8’
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CANAL NEIGHBORHOOD :COUNCIL
By John Heller

Canal Area residents have been involved
for years in a struggle over a development
scheme which would have transformed
the Canals into an extension of the Mar-
ina Monster the County has created. We
have won that battle thus far and it ap-
pears now that there will be no such de-
velopment, at least as long as we remain
together in the area.

The Town Council has provided a dra-
matic arena for this and other struggles
and has given us the opportunity to de-
monstrate publicly what we before sus-
pected to be true, Even the strictly lo-
cal problems we‘ve dealt with seem to
be overshadowed or directly related to
one basic reality. The land on which we
live has the highest potential for profit-
able development, and there is unrelen-
ting pressure on many levels to pursue
any plan which maximixes real estate
and construction profits and provides
a greater tax base for the City of Los An-
geles. So great is the greed of the specu-
lators and so callous have become our
politicians that this is being attempted
at the risk of destroying an entire com-
munity.. The problem of increased
through traffic on Dell Ave; the trégic
destruction of a 35 year old tree and four

historic cottages and the loss of a poten-

tially beautiful residential park on Canal
Street; the widening of Venice Blvd and
the destruction of 27 homes and the
displacement of those families; all these
have been directly motived by pressure
to maximize real estate profits, and in
each case Ms. Russell has chosen to re-
present the interests of the investors ra-

ther that to respect the clear and undis-

puted mandate provided by her consti-
tuents through the Venice Town Coun-
cil.

Now although we've stopped the Can-
al Project we’re confronted by another
reality which threatens our community.
We could all be forced from our homes
by rent increases which are beyond our

ability to pay. It has been suggested that

there is in fact a conspiracy to go away
with any opposition to development by
simply getting rid of troublesome resi-
dents. Even if this is not the case; and
if, as it seems, inflation is a natural and
inevitable condition in a free enterprise
system, it seems a sad fact that Ms. Rus-
sell has not been willing or able to offer
any assistance to families who may other-
wise be force from their homes, when
on the other hand she’s willing for the
City of Los Angeles to waste more money
to be continued, page8
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OAKWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL

by Chuck Bloomquist

Oakwood is a community beset by
problems. Employment and housing do
not meet even minimum standards of
justice and decency. The streets and alleys
need to be cleaned and improved.,Oak-
wood needs crossing guards to protect
its children. Police harassment assumes
a persistence and intensity in Oakwood
unparalleled in the surrounding com-
munities. The drug problem is a vicious
daily assault on Oakwood, bringing in
its wake other crimes and further inter-
vention of the police in the community.

Numerous individuals and organizatiorns
have attempted to deal with these Oak-
wood problems; many are continuing to
do so. The debt we all owe to these
people will never be fully paid or even
known. Still, the problems persist and
when Councilwoman Russell suggested
a Venice Town Council 10 provide bet-
ter access to political power, Oakwood
responded.

From the first organizational meeting to
the present day, Oakwood has supported
the concept and worked for the success
of the Venice Town Council, A public
meeting, attended by approximately 60
Oakwood people, elected five representa-
tives, and one alternate, to the Venice
Town Council, These representatives
have attended every monthly meeting
of the Venice Town Council to6 make
known the needs and feelings of the Oak-
woaod community as determined by the
manthly Oakwood Neighborhood Coun-
cil conducted by these same elected repre-
sentatives,

A great deal has been learned and 3

great deal has been accomplished in

the first year of the Venice Town Coun-
cil. The Dakwood representatives have
learned from each other and from the
people attending the monthly councils
to articulate the issues felt most strong-
Iy by the community. They have learned
of the most pressing issues in the other
five Venice Neighborhoods from their
representatives and are learning to work
together to more effectively communi-
cate problems to Councilwoman Rus-
sell, and others, who can resolve them.

The support of other Neighborhood
Councils for resolutions presented by
Oakwood to the Venice Town Council
has been both understanding and enthus-
iastic. As a result of this support and
through coordinated community involve-
ment several specific accomplishments
have been realized in the past year. A few
of these are briefly outlined in the fol-

lowing paragraphs. .
to be continued, pagef
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EAST VENICE NEIGHBORHOOD
COUNCIL
By Lew Van Herschler

The Welves!! That’s what the politi-
cians call us.

We are the residents of East Venice;
hard-hats, craftsmen, some professional
people, small businessmen, senior citi-
zens and just plain working and middle
class Americans.

Most of us are resident small property
owners. Indeed, all five elected delegates
of the East Venice Neighborhood Coun-
cil are resident-homeowners.

The politicians don't like to see people
like us organized. Conservative politicians
don’t like troublemakers.” And we some-
times scare the hell out of liberal politi-
cians.

We live in Venice for one reason. We
like it here. Its climate— its clean air—
its informality— the diversity of its citi-
Zenry.

Then why should we organize if we
think Venice is a neat place to live?

Because we are under attack. First and
foremost from a pack of furtive specu-
lators who would turn Venice into a con-
crete playground, replete with highrise
monstrosities, avaiiabie only to the
pseudo-hip wealthy.

(You know THAT type, the guy with
the ecology sticker on his Jaguar who
sprouts liberal cliches yet resents the av-
grage citizen using the city beach in front
of his beach pad.)

The speculators are doubly dangerous
because they are big political con-
tributors.

A much small danger is posed by those
citizens who just don’t care about Venice
or dan’t respect their neighbors. You
know that type too. The people who lit-
ter the area— the one who lets his dog
run loose— the Kids who indulge in petty
thievery or deface other people’s homes
with spray paint. This type makes Ven-
ice less liveable for the average citizen.
As a result people say “to hell with it”
and maove, which will uitimately mean
a Venice population composed of only
the very rich and the very poor.

This has happened in almost every ur-
ban area in America. All the John Lind-
says, the Sam Yortys, the Richard Daleys,
the Tom Bradleys put together don’t
have the answers. The solutions must ori-
ginate from the citizens themselves.

And that's one of the reasons we in
East Venice have organized. To seek so-

iutions to our probiems.
The impetus for East Venice was the

so-called Marina By-Pass, a concrete rib-
bon right through our area.” At first we
tried to reason with the politicians and

bureaucrats. They didn’t listen. We then

decided to mobilize, We initiated a peti-
to be continued, page
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CENTRAL VENICE-

NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL
by Marvena Kennedy

With the boundaries of Venice Bl, West
Washington Bl and Main Street forming
a triangle, the Central Venice neighbor-
hood, area six, lies between the canal
community, Oakwood neighborhood,
and North Beach, with a distinct feeling
of community all it's own.

It was with anguish and fear that com-
munity people watched the power and
destruction from the City over-ride the
wishes of the residents, the elderly, the
poor, and the middle class. Earth movers
ploughed up the dreams for an un-pol-
luted park-like throughafare on Canal

Street.
People of Venice are governed by tacit

and unseen collusion between politicians
and bureaucrats and speculative develo-
pers who buy and sell land but, concom-
ittantly, and in ugly reality, buy and sell
people.

Community people seek help through
avenues of the Courts in accordance with
their strong belief in rule by Law, but to
no avail in the Canal Street case. We
can only feel an unseen collusion between
the awesome power of the ""Bench’’ and
developers and speculators in partnership
with City politicians.

The people in the Canal Street neigh-
borhood aren’t even allowed a day In
Court, What good is a Court decision
when the barriers to through traffic from
Venice Bl are already jack-hammered
away and a much loved tree was uprooted
to make way for a street suitable for ex-
pensive apartments.

The developers will have their way on
Canal Street. And what will happen to
the frail elderly people who will be foreed
out? Oh, not much. You see, they'll die,
and not be much trouble to anyone. Es-
pecially the politicians. All social welfare
studies have shown that displacement
“urban removal’ of elderly persons is
brutally life shortening.

And what is to happen to the not so
paor, the unaware middie income gen-
try in Venice who only wish to live and
fet live?

The violence perpetrated on Venice
by the City of Los Angeles and power
elite developers goes on. What of the
proposed widening of Venice Bl between
Lincoln and Pacific/ Street wigening, ke
freeway building is a self perpetuating
thing— induced traffic, with all the fumes-
then more concrete— to serve more apart-
ments— then more concrete— more

fumes, and on and on=--——
Those new magnificent apartments are

expensive. Look how valuable the rest
of Venice land has become. Those older

but neat duplexes and cottages are val-
10 be continued, page 8

dream deferied

What happens to a dream defarred?

does 1t dry up

like a raisen in the sun?

Or fester like 3 sore—

And then run?

Does it stink like rotten meat?
Or crust and suger over—

like a syrupy sweet?

Maybe it just sags
like 8 heavy load.

Or does it explode?
Langston Hughes

RIS e —————————————_

'e flec HO”S continued - from page §

Brooklyn was the fifth largest city in
the United States in 1898, when New

York State abolished its independent
government and gave its territory and

people to New York City. In every city
of this country, practically every outlying
"neighborhood” represents what was
once an independent community go-
verned directly by its own people, that at
some point was victimized by the com-
mercial, financial, and political interests
of “downtown.”

Venice, of course, is a perfect example.
Under threat of water starvation by the
City of Los Angeies, Venice, along with
San Pedro and other independent town-
ships, succumbed to annexation in the
mid-1920’s, Then followed nearly 50
years of deliberate neglect of the needs
of Venice, in which time a community
took root here and grew. Now Los An-
geles wants to sweep this community
aside and develop Venice in the interests
of outside speculators and the central
city tax base. We are not taking this ly-
ing down. The Venice Town Council is
the most significant and hopeful expres-
sion so far of the people’s determination
to hang on, and to begin taking back to
ourselves some of the power of decision
over our own lives.

Venice is not alone. Everywhere people
are coming to realize that politics is too
important to leave to the politicians.
Everywhere in the country— in Roxbury
and Dorchester, Mass., in Willamette, lII.,
Columbus, Ohio, Berkeley,Oakland, Isla
Vista and Ocean Beach, in Ann Arbor,
Mich., Bedford-Stuyvesant and Ocean
Hill-Brownsville in 'Brooklyn) everywhere
Americans are beginning to mave back to
direct personal participation in democra-
tic decision-making, and everywhere they
are using, in one way or another, the
traditional American form of the Town
Council.

Written collectively by:
Sandy Clements
Marvena Kennedy

Lew Van Herschler
Bob Wells

T

your Venice Town Council !

State Coastal

Commission
continued oo

devefopers and special interests, who are
very well organized indeed, to dominate
the Regional Commissions with a liberal
spreading on of their considerable money
and influence. (Passage of Proposition 9
on the June, 1974 ballot would help tre-
mendously to solve this special interest
problem.) But not long ago, the South
Coast Regional Commission, in the face
of strong City Government, real estate
and commercial support, denied the ini-
tial permit for Venice Blvd. widening in
response to a Venice community effort.
The Regional Commissions will respond
to the will of the people, but only if the
people are well organized, articulate, and
prepared well enough to counter the
intensive pressure exerted by those com-
mitted to intensive coastal development.
It's an uphiil battle, but with the support
of the Venice Town Council, commun-
ity spokespeople have won several impor-
tant victories now in Venice and Marina
Del Rey, and the tide is beginning to turn
towards preventing the destruction of
Venice which seemed so inevitable a
short while back.

The Venice Town Council is now
largely representative of the broad.
Venice community, as opposed to our
Councilwoman, who has quite obvious-
ly been chosen by the wealthy specula-
tors and developers to supervise the des-
truction of Venice. Council resolutions,
and Town Council members, were direct-
ly responsible for stopping the first time
the widening of Venice Boulevard at the
Regional Coastal Commission, and for
persuading Legal” Aid Foundationof Los
Angeles to file a court action to prevent
the Canal Street development project,
the ultimate displacement of many poor
people, and the destruction of their
homes for real estate development

Herein lies one of the principle values
of our Venice Town Council. Counctiwo-
man Russell may ignore coastal conser-
vation, the needs of the Venice Commu-
nity, and the Venice Town Council, but
the California State Coastal Commission
does not. It is beginning to récognize
that the Venice Town Council is the
voice of the community. Not so much as
a rotting old house may be torn down in
the coastal zone without Coastal Com-
mission approval, No City Government,
or any other, development project may
proceed without public hearings, and a
favorable decision by the Regional Coas-
tal Commission— a body sympathetic
to the public interest. A bad Regional
decision is subject to appeal to the much
more protection minded State Commis-
sion. The Venice Town Council, working
together with our Coastal Commissions,
may very well prove to be the salvation
of our community. Attend and support
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AREA ONE continued

of wall to wall ticky tacky. . . sharing

a somehow dimmed sunset with shiny
new doomed and despairing robot neigh-
bors who've never found their individual
reset buttons,

S0 we need a plan, . . all of us together.
And that won't be easy. We look at each
other as we were taught to across the bar-
riers of artificial societal distinction. . .
and trying to cope with our own human
complexity we leap at the charnce to re-
duce one another to a convenient abstrac-
tion. But Rich Bitch, Filthy Hippy, Right

Wing Redneck, Beautiful Black, and Pug-
natious Peacenik we all live here. . . we've

got a2 Town Council. . . and in our enlight-
ened self interest. . . we've got to make
it work!

We're having elections in our area next
month and we are making an active and
intensive effort to get representation from
every point of view in our district “The
Man" lives in our part of town. . . and we
want him to have his place at the table..
not in any pollyanna plea for fairness. . .
but in a tough pragmatic beliet in reedu-
cation. . . in responsibility emerging from
awareness. . . in examining those divisions
of distrust laid on us in a situation where
wWe Can one on one.

Whether it’s a By-pass of dogshit we
have a community of concern. , . com-
monalities of cause, Let’s look for those
and get to work.

Venice, Italy is slowly sinking into the
sea. . . a terrible loss to the World. Our
Venice can rise from the ashes of old
burned out ideas. We will live together
here,

AREA FIVE continued

tion drive which garnered over three thou-
sand signatures. We had help from other
Venice groups including the rest of the
Town Council, the West Washington
Merchants Association, some chamber

of commerce members, and citizens who
really cared about Venice.

The eulmination of this work was a
mass meeting held January 23rd where
we rallied our supporters with their pe-
titions and presented speakers from al-
most every element of Venice. In atten-
dence were representatives of our elected
officials and ourCouncilwoman, Pat
Russell.

Faced with this overwheiming opposi-
tion to the By-Pass, Mrs. Russell got the
message and subsequently sent a letter
to Venice citizens stating she'd asked
city officials to delete the By-Pass from
the city plan.

The East Venice Council isn‘t mono-
lithic. We pass the mantle of leadership
to different people in our group. That
way we keep up the enthusiam and the
constant flow of different ideas, We are
now seeking solutions to the bus trans-
portation prablem in the Venice-Marina-
Villa Marina area. We are cooperating with
other civic groups and elected officials

cde—

their approach which addressed itself
to design and planning before it had com-
munity support and invalvement,; lack
af proper establishment of community
priorities; mis-use of time and energy.
At present there is no Yenice CDC, The
past is history, yet it is for us to decide
if we are to gain from it and thereby make
it worth the effort already spent.

One reason that the issue is once more
befare us is that the Los Angeles CDC
is offering to sponsor .a Venice CDC for
the purpose of funding. It is in that con-
text that @ committee of the Town Coun-
¢il has been formed. The Committee has
members from each Area Council and
has been meeting since last December.
Due to confusion and concerns relative
10 a cdc in Venice the going has been
slow. A newsletter covering just the first

!

AREA TWO continued

in North Beach to contain 33% to 50%
low income units, for preservation of
Beachfront open space and support of

a zoning rollback on the Beachfront from
C-2 to C-1 (both commercial zones) as

a first step towards an Artcraft District.
We also voted for deletion of any wi-
dening of Pacific Ave, and for hearty
thanks to '"the active citizens of the East
Venice Area for leading the victorious

fight against the Marina By-Pass.’’
Skyrocketing rents in our area have

caused many of our neighbors to more
and threaten all who remain. This led to
one demonstration last year and to North
Beach resolutions to the Town Councii
to study the possibility of rent control
and rent subsidies. Realizing that paper
resolutions are worth little without org-
inization to back them up, we are now
acting to form a Tenants' Union in North
Beach.

“Altogether about 35 people are now
involved with the North Beach Neigh-
borhood Council as elected representa-
tives, working with the Planning Task
Force or on our newsletter production
and distribution. We are now discussing
how to structure our responsibilities to
insure that the tasks we decide upon get
done in an organized way.

The first year of the Venice Town
Council has brought together diverse ele-
ments and areas of Venice and increased '

our understanding of our community and
the pawers ranged against it. We feel that
the task of the coming year is to build
organization in order 1o back up our re-
solutions with the only power we can
have— the power of the people.

continued

AREA SIX

uable, The ownears should pay more taxes!
and on and onsessss-

What happens if the comfortable gen-
try (middle class) begins to find it diffi-
cult to pay these new taxes?........

Well, there’s WATER OUT THERE!
Land here is too expensive for them.

If they lose their homes, their modest
duplexes or cottages, the speculators and
developers can use the land to a better
advantage.

This has to be the view of the Los
Angeles politicians. What they do speaks
louder than what they say!

It"s no secret that one of our big ongo-
ing problems is racism, and | recognize
it in me as well as in my neighbors. The
problem now seems to be not the blatent

We are happy to be part of the overall
Venice Town Council. It gives many of
us a chance to know and understand di-
verse points of view. Perhaps our solu-
tions to Venice problems are a bit differ-
ent from other areas of the Council. But
we get an opportunity to exchange these
views. And where we have a common in-
terest we vigorously get behind the Coun-
cil.

Ain’t that what democracy is all about?

continued

two meetings ran nine pages; $0 you can
see that the interest and energy is there,
but many fears must be overcome and
problems resolved.

Briefly, the committee’s discussions
center on the following issues:
Control— a) external, should a Venice
CDC be under the control of another
body; b) Internal, how to protect minor-
ities from majorities (a realistic danger
in white middle class America)

Priorities— How to apportion time and
materials of a planning staff for the va-
rious pressing problems of Venice;

Planning approach— A central vs a de-
centralized office

Funding prospects— SCAG's (Secuthern
California Association of Governments)
an immediate possibility for $18,000 to
20,000; and other not so immediate, but

AREA THREE continued

on plans for the canals after its been
abundantly clear that the process being
used will not produce a plan which will
be acceptable to area residents.

The truth is that unless some funda-
mental changes are made there will soon
be no place here for residents who have
put so much loving energy into their
community. Thase people who have, for
no personal gain except to improve the
quality of life for themselves, their bro-

thers and sisters, worked to save the ca-
nals for all of Venice— hosted five beauti-

ful Canal Festivals— transformed a con-
demned house into a community center—
buiit and rebuilt their park five times.
These people will be forced to make way
for others whose only right to the com-
munity is the ability to pay higher prices
than we can.

The Town Council has urged Ms. Rus-

sell to take some responsibility for the
threat faced by all renters in Venice, but
again she has turned her back on us.

We in Area Three (Canals) are contin-
uing to work as we always have on solu-
tions to our problems; we have produced
plans for a model low cost housing situa-
tion which could be built in the canals.
We are meeting regularly and exploring
ways of solving tenant problems, and we
are prepared to undertake comprehen-
sive planning for the entire area when
the City and its engineers are ready to
try a demaocratic approach. We’ll contin-
ue to work through the town council
whenever we can, hoping that eventually
even Ms. Russell will recognize that it
embodies the most fair and representa-
tive process we have.

kind of red neck racism, but the even
more deadly hidden racism. This attitude
is sometimes expressed in Venice in sev.
eral ways. A Black working woman with
the highest of motives will attempt to
paint out a difference between Black
families on welfare from necessity and
Whites on welfare due to lacking a desire
to work. Or a white man will respond to
vandalism in the Black community with
comments about Black people’s lack of
responsibility.

These attitudes should be recognized
for what they really signify: racism that
is distructive and devisive, Venitians
may well have to be a guiding light for
all metropolitan Los Angeles. We cannot
afford to allow oursetves to be split apart.

The sometimes complacent residents
in the Central Neighborhood of Venice
seem to feel very insulated from the
troubles experienced by other areas of
Venice.

If our neighbor in the Canals is pushed
out in the morning and the neighbor in
the Oakwood area can’t pay the increased
rent or tax bill in the afternoon our com-
placent middle of the roader in chetral
Venice will have to go next. Speculative
developers, in quiet cooperation with of-
ficials, know what's best for Venice. They
make no secret about their plans for ele-
gant Miami type development.

perhaps more realistic in amount.
Once the committee reaches agreement
on the feasibility of a ¢dc in Venice it

will make its report and recommendation

to the Town Council.

The potential | see in a Venice CDC re-
lates more to the possibility of develop-
ing unity between the Area Councils
(neighborhoods) and the coming to some
agreement on priorities for the entire
Venice struggle, . . this possibility is of
far more value than a few thousand dol-
lars to be added to the already thousands
of dollars spent in Venice to keep us
quiet?happy? or what ever. Interested
members of the community are encour-
aged to get involved in their neighbor-
hood council.

UNITY, STRUGGLE, VICTORY!

AREA FOUR

Oakwood Playground An altercation
between the Oakwood and Westchester
Girl’s Softball Teams led to the suspen-
sion of the Qakwood Playground from
all district, area, and city competition
for one year and a “Notice to Correct De-
ficiency " issued to the Oakwoaod Play-
ground Director. A committee of Dak-
wood people investigated and found
both actions to be unjust. Meetings were
held with the Department of Recreation
and Parks and a resolution was adopted
at the Oakwood Neighborhood Council
10 immediatel)y rescind the suspension
of the Oakwood Playground and to des-
troy the letter written up on the Direc-
tor, This resolution was brought to the
Venice Town Council where it was passed
amid vocal and enthusiastic support for
the Oakwood position. The resolUtion
was subsequently effected infull by the
Department of Recreation and Parks.

Crossing guard. The main entrance to
Westminster School is on Washington Bl
at Broadway. Although hundreds of
children cross here every school day
there has been no crossing quard, traf-
fic signal or sign to assist the children.
Bureaucratically established criteria in-

dicate no guard is needed; Oakwood
parents disagree. Repeated entreaties by

Oakwood Neighborhood Council, and

others, has finally resulted in a vote by
the Los Angeles City Council to direct
the Chief of Police to assign a crossing
guard at this intersection,

St, Clement’s School. The boundary
between Santa Monica and Venice divides
this school which serves both communi-
ties. Requests for police assistance from
the school were unheeded on several oc-
cassions since the respective departments
assigned jurisdiction te the other. This
problem was brought to the attention
of the Oakwood Neighborhood Council
and resolved directly with the Venice
Police Division.

Police Reiations. A persistent problem
in Oakwood is the refationship of the
citizens and the police. An early resolu-
tion presentad by the Oskwood Neigh-
borhood Council to the Venice Town
Council was that the police stop beating
the people. As a result of this resolution
and attendant discussions, etc., a num-
ber of individual cases of alleged police
brutality were mediated by the Council-
woman's office and the Captain of the
Venice Division addressed a meeting of
the ODakwood Neighborhood Council.
Although much remains to be done, the
situation has perceptibly improved over
the past year.

continued
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. MAP OF VENICE
SHOWING NEIGHBORHOOD AREAS

This specizl lour pageinsert was put together by the COMMITTEE FOR A UNIFIED STRATE-

For information call the following numbers:

GY. No attempt is being made to represant the entire Council. We are 3 group of people from
Jifferent communities, aroups, and organizations— some members of the Cauncil, others not.
Jur purpose 15 to support and help build the Council and we urae all residents of Venice to get
nvolved. : |

Area 1: 392-2113/Area 2: 396-0267/Area 3: 821-5931
Area 4: 396-2801/Area 5: 821-1430/Area 6: 821-1774
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ALEJANDRO VALENCIA EXHIBIT

Reknowned Mexican artist Alejandro
Valencia’s work will appear in a one- per-
son show at Beyond Baroque gallery,
1639 W. Washington Bl, 386-6551,
March 29— April 20. The Yacatecan is
on the faculty of the famous Academia
San Carlos in Mexico City, where he has
won three first prizes. He has shown in
New York, at the Montreal Expo and
has done murals for public buildings in
Mexico, including one at the Museum of
Natural History. This will be a rare op-
portunity for Californians to view work
by this most interasting artist from a
neighboring country.

POETRY READING BY JAMES BOYER
MAY AND CARL LINDER

Jamss Boyer May and Carl Linder will
read from their works Friday, April 5
at B: 30 pm, at the Beyond Baroque
Center, 1639 W. Washington Bl, 396-6551.
May published the magazine Trace for
nearly two dedades in Los Angeles, and
Linder is a poet and cinematographer
who has been associated with Trace and
other publications, and currently teaches
classes in poetry.
PAUL MARIAH AND ROBERT PETERS
READ THEIR POETRY

Paul Mariah from San Francisco will
join Robett Peters from lrvine in an even-
ing of their poetry Friday, April 19, at
8: 30 pm, at the Beyond Baroque Center,
1638 W. Washington Bl, 386-6551. Ma-
righ 15 editor of the fine literary maga-
zine Manroot and Peters has had poetry
with major publishers and teaches at
U.C. Irvine.

FAY SINGER, RECENT OILS

Fay Singer’s second solo axhibition
at Beyond Baroque Gallery, 1639 W. Wash
w. Washington Bi, 396-6551, is tentative-
ly scheduled for April 26 1o May 11,
Details to be announced.
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VENICE PLACE COMMUNITY
WORKSHOPS

The Venice Place Community Work-
shops, (a non-profit corporation) is of-
fering a variety of art classes for children
and adults, Dr. Jerome Rowitch, Presi-
dent-of the corporation, hopes to bring
the community and the local artists to-
gether, in a meaningful learning exper-
ience, Carla Briggs, who is coordinating
the effort, envisions a center where
people can be exposed to as many dif-
ferent art forms as possible, at prices they
can afford. A limiged number of scholar-
ships will be available for talented stu-
dents who cannot afford to pay the fee.

Classes being offered include oil pain-
ting, pottery, sculpture, figure drawing,
ceramic sculpture, and Crafts (for kids.)
Most of the teachers are local artists, who
have their studios in the Venice Place.

The Venice Place is located at 1027
W. Washington Bl in Venice. In addition
to the studios, where some of the classes
will be held, there are several shops and
a French restaurant in a garden-like at-
masphere. Also on the premises is the
newly renovated Community House,
where most of the classes will meet,

AREA TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS

Peninsula— 4th Monday of the month
Anchorage St. School, 7: 30 pm

North Beach— 1st Monday of the month,
Israel Levin Center, B p§n

Canals— 3rd Tuesday of the month, An-
chorage St. School, 7: 30 pm

Oakwood - 3rd Wednesday of the month,
Broadway Elementary School, 7: pm

East Venice— 4th Wednesday of the
month, Coeur D'Alene School, 8 pm.

Central Venice— 3rd Thursday of the
month, Westminster School Library,
7: 30 pm,

For more information, call Sharon Kaplan

at 485-3357.

VENICE FAIR

APRIL 20 and 21
Noon to 6

at the Pavillon

DOCUMENTARY ON SPAIN

“Dreams and Nightmares'' a documen-
tary on the Spanish Civil War and the
currentpolitical situation, will be shown
Wednesday, April 24, at the Israel Levin
Center, 201 Oceanfront Walk, 7: 30 pm.
Part of the proceeds will go to the film-
maker, Venice resident Abe Osheroff,
and the other part to the North Beach
Area Council. A one dollar donation is

The sessions are eight weeks long, meet-
ing once a week for two to three hours.
For further information regarding classes,
please contact Carla Briggs at 389-1091
or 396-1083.

P& F PRIMARY CONTESTS

There will be several primary contests
within the Peace and Freedom Party in
the upcoming June 4 election, There
will be a Socialist slafe including Trudy
Saposhnek for Gaovernor, Marilyn Seals
for Lt, Governor and Bernard Klitzner
for Controller opposing a Liber-
tarian slate including Elizabeth Keathley
for Governor, William Darling for Lt. Gov-
ernor and Corey Cassanova for Control-
ler, Kay McGlachlin, running for Secre-

tary of State and Jim Stanbery, running

for State Treasurer and Gayle Justice,
running for U.S. Senator are also part
of the Socialist slate. Running indepen-
dently of any slate will be Israel Feuer
for Secretary of State, C. T. Weber for
Governor, and David Noble for US.

Senator. Bob Donovan will be attempting

a write-in campaign for Attorney General

Ten people have filed far the seven po-
sitions open on the L.A. County Central
Cammittee, 44th Assembly District (in-
cluding all of Venica). They are: Marge
Buckley, Sanford (Sandy) Blixton, Rich-
ard Davidson, Jean Glasser, David (Steve)
Clare, Robert Wells, Shawn Steel. Milton
Takei , Jean Berkman and John Haaq,

There may also be a contest for the
44th Assembly nomination between
Elizabeth Elder and Ben Perrick. Strong
opposition from Secretary of State Ed-
mund G. Brown, Jr., has thus far pre-
vented these two candidates from filing

as indigents without payment of filing
fees,

Anyone wishing to vote in the Peace
and Freedom primary must be regis-

tered in that party by thirty days before
the June 4 election.

LESBIAN FEMINISTS

Westside Lesbian Feminists meet in
the Church in Ocean Park, 235 Hill

Wednesday nights at 8 Rap group.
396-2715.

SUMMERHILL DAY SCHOOL-
NOW IN VENICE

""When are we going to have Spanish? "
asked Jenny, She is one of Summerhill
Day School’s twelve-year-olds. The
scene is the morning meeting, where the
kids decide what they want to do for
the day. Everything from drama, to horse-
back riding, to English, to kyak building
is discussed. The chairman, Shelley, keeps
Summerhiil order, so everyone can get
what they want out of the day.,

Everybody calls the meeting to a close
and takes off to the respective classes.
The Surmmerhill banana, the kyak, is
ready for one more coat of fiberglass,
and then a maiden voyage, Andy is ask-
ing if she can skate to the library to find
a special play to perform. That is vetoed,
and off go the bookworms, in a car.

The little kids are making puppets, with
about equal amounts of glue on therm as
paper mache, Same people went to court,
and some are off playing volleyball. Ter-
ry is m't'erwewmg a Venice resident for
the school paper, waiting for guitar.

Each student can make a choice
whether to go to class or not. When class
is a sailboat or a pretend South Ameri-
can village, the choice is easy. Summer-
hill moved from farm country in Agoura
to Venice in the beginning of the year.
Now, many students continue to com-
mute all the way from the valley. Qllie
Haskell the director of the school says,
“We really look forward to many students
from this area, Venice has really opened
up possibilities for Summerhill to be a
part of a community.” He has run either
a day camp or a school for 23 years. He
had a camp called Haskell's Raskells ab-
out ten years ago, and one of the teachers
from his school now was once under his
care as a little rascal. Summerhill is for
all ages, and anyone interested should
call Ollie at 399-61786.
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WELFARE

1. 11380 W. Olympic Bl, 478-5511
2, Welfare Rights, 731-5095

3. NAPP 399-7737

TFOOD STAMPS ONLY
10961 W. Pico BI, 475-4421

ABORTION REFERRAL
936-7466,

PET PRIDE {(FOR CATS)
4591703

FREE VENICE
226 San Juan, 396-6876

PEACE & FREEDOM PARTY
221-2404

VENICE DRUG COALITION
392.4151

LEGAL AID

1. 1807 Pacific Ay (upstairs)
392-4177, call for appointment
2. The Law Center, 392-2011

3. Law School, 10811 Washing-
tan Bl. Culver City, Rm 203,
836-3450, Tues €: 30 pm - 9 pm.

IMPEACHMENT CAMPAIGN CTR
732-2445

GAY LIBERATION
Gay Community Services Center
1614 Wilshire Bl, 482-3062

COMMUNITY BOOKSTORE
Midnight Special Bookstare
1335% W. Washington Bl
Tu-Th 12-9, F~Sun 126

~ Closed Mon, 392-7412

NATIVE AMERICANS
391-6067

COMMUNITY PLAYGROUP
Cooperative child care
Sharon Shapiro 391-7839

ASIANS
Involve Together Asians, 4770357

BLACKS
NAPP, 528 Westminster, 399-7737

FOOD CONSPIRACY

The Free Venice Food Con-
spiracy rmeels every T uesday
at the Church in Ocean Park,
2nd and Hill, 8 pm. For
infarmation, call 396-7040

UNITED FARM WORKERS
8239254

VENICE PEOPLE'S HAINBOW

PAGES

SENIOR CITIZENS

1. Israel Levin Senior Adult Center
201 Ocean Front Wk, 385-9584

2. Ocean Park Community Center

399.1248

3924114

3925744

17 Ozane dail DYM-N-ERG

HEALTH RIGHTS
389.7737 (Vera Davis)
392-4177 (Al Emkin)

DRUG HELP
1, Venice Drug Clinic

2. Drug Hotline, 394-3577
3. Drua Emergancy (24+hr),

CRISIS REFERRAL SERVICE
Hothine lor food, clothes, counsel-

ing, etc. 299.1248

YOUTH CLINIC

906 Venice BI, VD, pregnency tests,
infections, abomon counseling,

birth control: 4 pm—4: 45 pm: for
other medical help, call first, 821-3484

JOB INFO CENTER

VENICE LIBRARY

FAMILY PLANNING CENTER
1501 Pacific Av {a1 Market)

EX2-4147

UCLA DENTAL CLINIC

392.4125

M—F 10am—5pm

Broolks. '

reusdhie

FREE CLOTHES
A large cart with a roof near 33

‘Giva what you can,
take what you need.”” Also (or
appliances, food, and anything

LITERARY WORKSHOPS
Beyond Baroque, 306-8551

VIETNAM VETERANS AGAINST
THE WAR/ WINTER SOLDIER

ORGANIZATION

WOMEN'c GiBERATION

Sisterhocod Bookstore

316 Lincoln Bl— 392-4811

610 California Ave, 821-1768
M~—F 1-9 pm, Sat 9: 30 am— 1 pm

BENJAMIN RUSH CENTER
Help Tor your head— 3924905

CARPENTRY COLLECTIVE
Venice Builders & Carpentry Col-
lective, Karen (387-7142), Steve
(B21-0218)}, Eleanor & Bob
(382-8136)

ALCOHOLISM SERVICE CENTER
Clare Foundation, 844 Pice Bl, SM
8 pm— 10pm, 7 days/wk, 392-6498

VENICE COMMUNITY MED—-
ICAL CENTER
826- Hampton Dr, 392-7722

RECYCLING

Westside Environmental Centar
Behind the Ce-0op Market

2021 Barrington Ave, West LA
478-3429 open 7 days/wk; 24 hrs

VENICE HEALTH COUNCIL
1306 W. Washington Bl
392-5752

CHILD COUNSELING CENTER
302-7995

Meets Mondays at 7: 30 pm, 226
San Juan Ave, 396-6876, 399-0073

COMMUNITY FAMILY
HEALTH CENTER

320 Lintoln Bl, 392-4125
Mon— Fri: 6 pm— 10 pm

1351 Westwood Bl, 477-7300



3964215

APRIL CALENDAR
Mon 1: Paper Moon*Save the Tiger. Tue 2: 1984* Ani-

mal Farm* The Trial. Thu 4: Juliet of the Spirits*The
Milky Way. Fri 5: Alphaville*to be announced. Sat 6:
Slaughterhouse 5* Unman, Wittering and Zigo. Mon 8:
1000 Clowns*Taking Off* Little Murders. Tue 9: Sorrow
and the Pity. Thu 11: Don't Look Now*The Fearless
Vampire Killers. Fri 12: Battle of Algiers*First Circle.
Sat 13: Cocaine Fiends*Sex Madness*Reefer Madness.
Mon 15: Savage Messiah*Marat/Sade* The End of the
Road. Tue 16: Bringing Up Baby*His Girl Friday. Thu
18: The Queen*Coming Qut*to be announced. Fri 19:
Defiverance*McCabe & Mrs. Miller. Sat 20: Deliverance™
Portnoy’s Complaint, Mon 22: Joanna*® Rosemary’s Ba-
by *Blow-Up, Tue 23: The Godfather* The Ballad of Ca-
ble Hogue. Thu 25: Little Cigars*Sisters, Fri 26: Sym-
pathy for the Devil*to be announced. Sat 27: Son Of
TV Orgy *Mystic Knights of the Oingo Boingo. Mon 29:
The Naked Ape*Chariot of the Gods. Tue 30: 10 from
Your Show of Shows*Vintage Cartoons.

|:sl+ PACIFIC AVE, VENICE CAL.
8996-6397 /4

2RECORD S.ET"' ;
GRATEFUL DEAD "239

PLUS OTHERS AT
| #;2.% +£1.99

has a new home: <
1334 Westwood Blvd.
Westwood, Calif. 90024
Phone (213) 473-9549

One block south of the Crest
theater in Westwood

5 A4S

(Aric BRIEFCASGS -

BODY 2 FENDER REPAIR

HONKY HOAGIE HANDY HANGOUT

4-H CLUB
Ent. Live

Wk-Ends | 717 Lincoln Blvd.

The corner of Lincoln and Superba

directly across from the

FOOD TO GO THE HOAGIE

is chess, espresso and Vivaldi
Brandywine Cafe
is one-half pound hamburgers, omeleties,
soup and salads and Hatdgen Dazs ice creams.
Brandywine
is Heineken on tap, our sangria
ond house wines by the pitcher.
Brandywine is open.

2920 Lincoln Blvd. [at Pler Ave.| Santa Movica
1T AM. till 2 A.M. Every Day 396-6557

—

S

8523-8634

brapdywipe cafe

N JHE MONIGHT SPECIAL

[bockstore &distributors
1335% W.Washinaton B
Venice.Ca 90291

-TWTh-12-9-F SatSun-i2-6
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THE BARGE

2906 LINCOLN *sanTa MONICA * 399-902;7

LIVE MUSIC- FRI & SAT

Summerhill Day School

Kindergarten thru’ Highschool

Creative Arts and Emotional Growth
Emphasized. Complete Academic Program:.
SwimmIing and Horse riding classes.

//ow For information and Interview call:
IN Oliver Haskell,
\/ENI( £ Director
S\ (213) 399-6176

o -
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- LETTERS TO THE BEACHHEAD

Dear Beachhead,

On February 27 at 2:00 P'M’
amid coffee and home made
carrot cake, a meeting took
place that may be the first of a
series between the people who
live in the area of Howland Canal
and the local police team known
as the Venice Team 1. A common
interest, 1.e. the improvement
of the quality of life in Venice,
was shared between the people
and the officers who attended.
Several events necessitated
this meeting, all having to do with
the recent violence which was
reported in the area. The five
officers were very congenial and
willing to cooperate, They informed
us that a new concept in law
enforcement known as Team

Dear Beachhead,

Evening Outlook carriers worki

for Mr. Gary Tuchman in the
Venice-Marinag area have related
to us several first and second-
hand accounts of being underpaid
for their work. We do not know
the names of many of these present
and former newspaper carriers.
We are of the opinion, hawever,
that a substantial problem exists
and that the youngsters who are
most victimized are those in great-
est need of jobs. These are often
the same ones whose backgrounds
have provided the fewest defenses
against this kind of rip-off and the
ones who most urgently require
the confidencewhichcomes from
earning their own money.

My husband and | are guardians

regret over it, and the circulation
department subsequently con-
tacted us and my brother was
paid the balance owed. We were
assured that the incident was

an isolated ““‘misunderstanding”’
but our information would seem
to indicate otherwise. We know
that there was no misunderstan-
ding in our case, but on the con-
trary a simple instance of out and
out, bald-faced lying by a very
peculiar man who by all reports makes
a career out of “fast-talking”

and victimizing youngsters in

the Venice community.

We would appreciate knowing
of similar cases for the purpose
of bringing a full report to the
management of the Evening
Outiook or to whatever other
agency will assist us in putting
a prompt halt to this unfortunate

Dear Beachhead:

As an occasional visitor to your
charming little town, will you permit
me a comment or two?

First: | began to suspect there was
some kind of a city ordinance that
required each resident and most
business operators to keep by the
side of each building a rolled

up rug or rug pad or both.

Second: The common occurrence
of various types of trash in the
side and back alleys suggests a

lie about the inhabitants of your
quaint little town-that lie being-
the people of Venice don’t "care”

Pollution comes in many forms
some of which are papers, plastics.
wires, ropes, rugs, mattresses,
abandoned chests of drawers,

Policing is being implemented.
This new concept is to fully
utilize all segments of the canal
community in a united police/
community effort,

One of the events was the height-
ened activity of the local rapist
who had frequently terrorized th
area. Several women in the canals
were victimized by this man and
were all anxious for his capture.
A recent successful assault by the
rapist brought several of the
local women together in anger.
One of the women who had been
harrassed drew up a composite

of the man and also revealed

his liscense plate number. With

this and other pertinent information,
Sargent Calistad of the Venice
force was contacted, Following

the leads, he was able to apprehend
the man who is now scheduled to
appear in court In gix different
charges of rape and assualt.

Sargent Franklin and Lt. Parks

expressed the desire of having
more meetings such as this on .
an informal level. He confirmed his

* “feelings that working together

we can accomplish more to

clear up the misunderstandings
“that have created conflict and have

Kkept us away from effective

cammunication with one another.

We all agreed it was a positive

idea for the future.

Lupe Lopez

for my youngest brother, an

orphan. | am certain that an attempt
was made by Mr, Tuchman to
underpay him because we speci-
fically asked what the job would
congsist af and what the pay would be.
After one month the entire
picture changed. When my
brother demanded his full pay
he was fired. In his case the job
was no great loss.

| discussed the incident with Mr.
Roben D. Funk, Editor of the
Evening Outlook. He expressed

T have no intention
whatsoever

to give in..to

give in..t0.s.

“PRISON FINGER WAVE

This article is an exerpt from a newsletter

situation. Please send us your
information, or sénd us you name
and phone number or address
where we can reach you, We
won't use your name without
your permission.

Just a lot of
bullshit.

Throw the bum out

stoves and etc, rotting away

beside and behind the homes that
are being lived in..

A clean up crew and a trash hauler
should have no trouble finding
employment in Venice.

Respectfully and more Affectionately,

Mrs. Frank J. Glover

2000 Dell Avenue
Venice, California, 9029|

Virginia lrene Pettit

BEACHHEAD PHOTOGRAPHY

if you see something you think
should be photographed, please

call: GAIL at TANK-YUK

LINDA at 396-194) or C
P 0Eaaos . or CAROL

N VENICE

By Ricardo Garcia

A picket line supporting the United
Farm Workers has been active in Venice

sleep in the recreation halls and the
people of Venice have furnished food,
clothing and mattresses.

Every week, about $150 worth of used
clothing and cans of food come into the
CSO office at 714 California Ave, Venice

On October 30, 1973, when 16 prisoners
were taken to a hearing in Kansas City
on their Habeas Corpus suit, several
refused the finger wave. Jesse Lopez,
Armondo Miramon, Richard Van Dusen
and Ernest Norman were all wrestled to

in front of the Safeway stores and Sav-
On for the past six months.

some 30 activists take part, ranging
in age from Rosa, a 12 year old Chicana
who has worked in the fields as a picker

published by the Leavenworth Brothers
Offense/Defense Committee. Anyone
interested in receiving the newsletter or

in givina support (letters, money) to

these prisoners can write to P.O. Box 5818,

for the United Farm Warkers. Under the
able leadership of Mrs. Flora Chavez, dir-
ector of the organization, the Farm Wor-
kers organizers pick up the donations
and distribute them to the militant Chi-

Kansas City, Missouri 64lil.

- Have you ever had a rectal examination

for possible prostrate trouble? Well,
picture that rectal examination forcibly
administered by hostile prison guards,
ripping your pants down, forcing you to
the ground doubled up, forcing your
buttocks apart and farcing a finger up
your rectum. That is a forcible rectal
search or “finger wave' as it is called by
those who must willingly or unwillingly
submit to it.

In the case of many of the “Leavenworth
Brothers”, the finger wave is the last
straw, a point at which they draw

the line. To submit to this degrading

and dehumanizing policy of the

the Bureau of Prisons and Leavenworth,
is to submit to rape,

Odell Bennett has continucusly

refused the finger wave. In August of
1973, Odell refused the finger wave and

was forcibly administered one by
prison guards. He later had to wait
for several hours at the court for
new clothes, as his had been ripped
from his body.

the ground and forcibly administered the
finger wave.

One prisoner, Donald Orand, stated, *'
was never as disgusted in my life, | don’t
think, as | was on that day. | had been
raped, subdued physically and mentally
pushed to the point that | had almost
forgotten my principals.”’

One of the U.S. marshalls present stated
that the rectal searches are a matter of
policy when moving prisoners.

Judge Wesley Brown responded to the
pleading of the Defense Attorneys to stop
the dehumanizing act, by explaining he
had recently had a rectal exam performed

by a doctor, and while it was not enjoyable,

It was not so unpleasant.

If only Judge Brown had had the oppor=
tuniity to have his examination perform-
ed by the expertly medically trained
l.eavenworth quards.

The finger wave is but another policy of

the prison instituted to harass and degrade
the men whom they have life and death
control aver.

to Manva, an 89 year old woman who

took part in the 1905 Russian Revolution.

The pickets urge shoppers to boycott
Savon until the chain agrees to discon-
tinue selling Gallo wines. Sav-On is the
only major drug chain that still carries
this brand of wine. Clark and Thrifty
have taken Gallo off of their shelves as
a result of negotiations with representa-
tives of the Farm Workers Union.

Rosa tells the pickets of how she
worked in the fields with her parents
when she was five years old. “My mom-
ma had no place to leave me when whe
went to work. So | was taken along and
| picked string beans, and lettuce and
anything else that | could help them with.
I 'am living with my aunt here in Venice
and | know what it means to be without
water and toilets when you work n the
fields.”"

In addition, Venice pickets have had
a chance to walk the line with some of
the striking Galla workers from Rippon,
California. They come down and join
the picket lines on week-ends. Friendly
churches have allowed the strikers to

cana, Arab, Filipino and Black strikers.

The picket line is manned by concerned
people of Venice and the response is an-
other excellent indication of the fact
that if you get the facts to the people,
they will respond. _

Baldwin, currently in charge of the
picket lines, invites all who wish to join
the line, to come down to Sav-On, Rose
and Lincoln, Venice, between 12 and 4
every Saturday and Sunday, to take
part in picketing activity. If you wish
to donate used clothing or food, just
take it down to the CSO office, 714 Ca-
lifornia Av, Venice and any office person
will be glad to accept if for the Farm
Warkers,

Anv wine which says Modesto, Calif-
ornia, on the fabel is Gallo Wine. Also
the Farm Workers call for boycotting
any wine that says, ‘made and bottled
in Rippen, California.”

Boycotts have been an essential part of
past farmworker victaries. To help pro-
tect farmworkers rights, don’t buy these

wines until Gallo settles with the United
Farmworkers Unian.



'DREAMS AND NIGHTMARES: a Review

by Carol Fondiller

| love backstairs gossip. | lap up t_he
rich and spicy cream of intrigue. | purr
with satisfaction when | read of dark and
dastardly doings behind the arras. | love to
hear that Richard the Third might not have
killed the little princes in the tower. It
intrigues me that Versailles didn’t have
enough toilets and ladies and gentlemen of
the court had to do it in the passageway,
so to speak. That puts me in touch with
History when | go into Santa Monica Mall
and have the urge to purge, and | too,
like the Duc D'Orleans have no relief in
sight. {But worry not, | have the control
-f an Empress and wait till | go home.)
But | know exactly what the Duke feit.
Nobleman or commoner, we all do have
bodily demands. Therefore, my bladder
makes me one with the universe. Catherine
De Medici brought ice cream to France
She was a bit intolerant of protestants,
but if it hadn’t been for her | wouldn't
have cavities now. My narrow little mind
loves to ferret through the mould of history
to find out what your typical medieval
serf ate. If he ate at all. Give me history
with descriptions of clothes and weapons
and conversations! | love historical fiction
because it usually tells how awesome
happenings affect particular people. |
giggle with Gibbon as he purses his lips
when he writes of Caiigula or Heliogab=
wlus and the sort of saciety and mysterious
religions and occultism and unisexism in
dress and behaviour and the refined wit
and pointless brutality he is shuddering
about parades past my window in Venice.
s this a symptom of decay or a sign of
some new civilization?

Objective history pores the Hell out
of me.

Give me an historian who lets his
bias show, and yes, who tries to be object=
ive but who realizes that in order to be
honest, he must tell the reader or the
viewer of his work where he’s coming from.
For if an historian pretends to be objective,
that would be manipulative and deleterious
and might lead the person who 15 looking
to that historian for information to draw
false conclusions and make idols out of
mortal people. And if the historian is truly
objective, chances are he 1s not interested

THE HOUSE OF FLOWERS

Jackals that a jackal would reject,
stones that the dry thistle would chew and spit out,

You will ask: But where are the lilacs?

enough in the material to take sides, and is
probably dull, dull, dull.

Happily, Abe Osheroff’s film,
Dreams and Nightmares, is what |
waould call an intimate documentary of
the Spanish Civil War, a man’s personal
view of an event that prophesied future
gvents and changed them and him forever.
Abe tells you where he’s coming from
and how he got there. Osheroff was
one of six people who got arrested for
refusing to move for the city bulldozers,
who were going to tear down the park
and boardwalk that Abe and many others
had worked on to improve their commun-
ity. This film shows the history of the
man and in doing so, sums up the history
that made our present. It is a beautiful
film, and it is going to be shown at the

Israel Levin Center on April 24, Wednes-
day, at 7:30 p.m. The admission is one
dollar. The proceeds will go to the North
Beach Neighborhood Council and to Abe
Osheroff to defray the expenses of the
film. | plead, | urge anyone who can, to go
see it. The film goes back to Abe’s roots.
Here the use of old newsreel film is beauti-
fully used capturing the vitality, the diver-
sity and the poverty of New York in the
early 1900's -- immigrants, Irish, Italian and
Russian, crammed into tenements , organ-
1zing on the streets and over the film,
Osheroff saving “In our neighborhood

we talked more about unions than about
synagogues’’. Parades of people who,
despite their differences and inbred pre-
judices , united together for decent wages
and collective bargaining. The police,
"lackeys for war, never servants of peace”
as an old Irish Republican Army song

put it, came in and clubbed the “wild-
eved radicals” of their day. The Depression
years. And Abe grew up as Roosevelt

was elected for the first time. And news-
reels of Hitler who Abe said represented
everything he hated: ""Super-boss, Super-
cop, Super-antisemite”. And Abe growing
up, watching people getting evicted.

“And when the marshalls came and put
their stuff on the streets, we carried it
back in, again and again, until we cost

the landlord more than the rent that was
owod."”

Abe’'s world enlarges as we are shown
the newsreels he saw, newsreels of Spain
skillfully edited by Larry Kingman,
Beautiful newsreels of the Spanish King
and Queen being drawn in a gilded coach,
the Queen holding a delicate fan beneath

It was all

her rouged 1930 lips; the Penitentes in
their white robes looking like the Ku
Klux Klan as they held their candles
walking barefoot for forgiveness by the

Mother Church; the abject poverty

of the people ; large-eyed hopeless children
held by mothers hardly larger than they,
seeing nothing but years of hopeless
drudging existence. Then at last, the
monarchy deposed and a democratic
government PEACEFULLY voted in.
Franco leads an army to get back the
monarchy. His army gets help from Hitler
and Mussolini. Roosevelt declares an
embargo on arms to help the Spanish
Republican army.

Young men from all over the world
strain to go to help the Republican Army
of Spain. Passports are stamped that
Spain is forbidden to citizens of practi-
cally all of Europe and the United States.
The young men, full of idealism like
young knights after the Holy Grail, be-
come fugitives and by a long tortuous
detour smuggle themselves into Spein.

A picture of a girl Abe loved flashes on
the screen. Mussolini and Franco shaking
hands and smiling. Though Roosevelt
forbids any help to the Republican army
and the U.S. is supposedly neutral, the
Nazis are flying over Spain fueled by
Texaco oil. They ride over Spanish people
on wheels supplied by General Motors.

Abe leaves his girl and sneaks into
Spain. He is a member of the Abraham
Lincoln Brigade, Americans who will be
known a “‘premature anti-fascists’’. And the
war drags on, and nearly half the men in
the Lincoln brigade never come back,
Franco with the help of Texaco, General
Motars, Dupont, Hitler and Mussolini,
captures Spain, and Franco is now ruler
of a ravaged country. :

And then W.W.II, and the survivors of
Spain enlist to fight one more war against
fascism, Again the use of the newsreels
is most effective. Then World War 1l has

ended and fascism, especially in Spain,
And Abe went back to Spain to see
how his country is doing. At first, we
(along with Abe) see the “new' Spain, the
skyscrapers of glass and steel, the cars,
the restaurants, the cafes (here the lilmer,
Larry Kingman, shows us shots of some of
the most succulent looking food -- all
brown and good in red sauce) and the
peopie looking afluent. “We never had it
so good’’ they say to the ex-Lincoln
Brigader, their eyes furtively darting

looking over their shoulders, But Franco is
still in power. Can it be?And again we

are shown the poverty that still exists

and the repression of any opposing thoughts.
The underground, made up of Loyalists,
shoots film, and Abe gets it out of the
country somehow. The all too familiar

sights of cops clubbing students and

strikers, interspersed with the fact that
since America has no bases in Africa
anymore, she is more and more dependent
on Spain —-and the fact that in 1968 we
gave 4 billion to Spain. We have the
largest atomic arsenal in Spain cutside the
United States.

And Franco is getting old and Juan
Carlos, the royal pretender, is being
groomed by Franco to ascend the throne.
Shots of Hitler and Franco in 1939 cut with
shots of Nixon and Franco in 1970. In
the 1960’s, an executive agreement was
signed with Franco’s Spain that we would
supply military and economic aid to
Spain in return for naval bases, and in that
agreement was included that an attack
upon one country would be considered as
an attack against the other. And here we
are shown repression upon repression, the
faces of refugees fleeing Spain intoe France,
eyes tired of looking at dead’'and battered
people, eyes full of grief for their country
that they can’t go back to. And 2 quote
from Fulibright on the Foreign Relations
Committee claiming that the agreement
with Spain is illegal because Congress
didn‘t vote on it.

~ And another quote from Fullbright:
“We should have learned from Vietnam
that stationing troops on foreign soil
means spending American lives on forgign
soil.” And here's where it comes down ---
will Spain be another Vietnam?And will
the U.S. be fighting against the wrong
people as usual 2And one of the songs of
the Lincoln Brigade is heard: “There’s
a valley in Spain called Jarama”. And you
realize that Abe Osheroff and a few thou-
sand other young Americans broke the
law and went to war 40 years ago, for
the same reason that thousands of young
men broke the faw and didn‘tgo towar . -
in the sixties, ‘

This is a highly personal view of his-
tory backed upth irrefutable, disquigting
facts. It is a truthful film, and ralses some
interesting and chilling speculations.

And like the boardwalk on the canals,
it is a nicely constructed, solid piece of
work.

And the metaphysics woven with poppies?
And the rain that so frequently beat down
on your words, filling them with needle-holes and birds?

Well, I'm going to tell you the truth about my life,

| lived in a barrio
of Madrid with church bells
and with clocks and with trees.

From there, you could see
the dry face of Castile
spread out like an ocean of leather. My home was called

the house of flowers, because there were geraniums
everywhere; it was

a beautiful house

with many little children and dogs.

Raul, do you remember?

Do you remember, Rafael?

Federico, do you still remember

in your grave,
do you remember my house with its balconies where
the June sunlight soaked the flowers of your mouth?

Brother, brother!

shouting voices, the unloading of trucks,

mountains of warm crackling bread,

all the markets of my barrio, Arguelles, with their statue
like a white inkwell surrounded by codfish,

the olive oil poured out into spoons,

a deep throbbing

of footsteps and hands filled the streets,

pounds, quarts, the sharp

essence of life,
fish stacked high,

interwoven like roofs under winter sunlight
that an arrow could not penetrate,

the delirious delicate marble of potatoes,
and tomatoes stretching down to the sea.

And then one morning, everything was on fire.
And then one morning, flames

climbed out of the earth
‘and began swallowing people.

And ever since then, fire.
Gunpowder, ever since.
And ever since then, blood.

Bandits with airplanes and Morrocans,

bandits with rings and duchesses,

bandits with dark priests making the sign of the cross
came through the sky to kill children.

And through the streets, the blood of children
ran-simply--like the blood of chiidren.

vipers that vipers would hate,

Generals,

traitors,

look at my dead house,

look at broken Spain.

From every dead house, burning metal grows
instead of flowers.

From every wound of Spain,

Spain itself appears.

From every one of your crimes, bullets are born
that one day will seek out

your heart,

Do you want to know why my poéetry
no longer speaks of dreams, or green leaves,
or the giant volcanos of my native land?

Come see the blood in the streets,
Come see

the blood in the streets.

Come see the blood

in the streets!

by Pablo Neruda




