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THE COURSE OF

FREE VENICE Art Festival
just may continue until Venice
falls into the Pacific Ocean. Or-
iginally scheduled for 4 weeks
only, enthusliastic response from
Venice residents caused the or-
ganizers to form a Festival Com-
mittee headed by Fred Burkhart.

The committee then decided to
continue the festival indefinite-
ly. Any artist or craftsman may
exhibit his works without charge.
A small stage has been made for
performers and speakers, There
is no charge for admission and
coffee is free.

The festival committee 1is
planning special events for the
future, such as providing materi-
als for a children's paint - in.
The festival will be held every

The

cmmeiaturday..and Sunday from 10 a.m.

to sunset at Ocean Front walk "
and. Park Ave. See you there!
_Werner Scharff, owner of the

property where the FREE VENICE
Art Festival is happening, ag-
reed January ll to let the festi-
val continue at its present loca-
tion. He gave responsibility to
the Festival Committee to carry
out his minimal conditions for
continued use of the property.
We would like to see the Fest-
ival Committee given a piece of
property where they would be
free to make their own rules en-
tirely. That may not be poss-
ible until Venice is no longer a
colony of Los Angeles, when our
community will be able to dedi-
cate public land as we see fit.
Meanwhile, the one man cap-
able of forcing the festival to
move has chosen not to do so.
For that, a hearty Thank-you!

THE

FREE VENICE

-0

10, 000 copies FREE to Venice residents

from the staff of BEACHHEAD andff ::

from the hundreds of Venice resi -

dents for whom the festival has
become a weekly institution and
community gathering.

Y
. —

ONORALTY
e l'. ,
\ T
\ \‘n
y \ *
" o
\\.__ ! N
- \\ ‘.. . \\.l
N
N g
"
2
S
o o——
\
~
AN

i
WA\

HUMAN EVENTS

B The best Xmas gift we got
this year came from a dozen mem-

bers of the Venice family who
carried lighted, candles through
our streets on Christmas Eve,

singing us the good, old songs.
Thanks, brothers and sisters-may
your kind increase.

m The San Francisco Mime Troupe
performed briefly at the FREE VE-
NICE@Art Festival on January 4th.

' Response to the Mime Troupe
from the 400 persons present was
so enthusiastic that a street
theater group is now forming in
Venice. For information call
Lee Simon at 399-6462, or Jane
Gordon at 399-7681.

® John Haag, a Venice resident

and an 1initiator of the Peace
and Freedom Party, was elected
co-chairman of the California

PFP's State Committee at its con-
vention late in December.  After

almost a vyear of full-time work

on = the - PFP, John spent five

months this summer helping to or-
ganize the party in several west-
ern and midwestern states.

He returned to Venice to run
for the California State Senate,
receiving 4,996 votes 1in the
election. Since November he has
been one of three PFP organizers
devoting full time to community
work 1n Venice. The others are
Rieck Davidson and Jane Gordon.

At the PFP convention, John
proposed that the party concen-
trate during the next six months
on building organization at the
local, neighborhood level, then
mobilize its resources for natio-
nal organizing during the latter
half of 1969,

In addition to their work in
the community, Venice PFP organ-
izers maintain communications
with PFP groups throughout Cali-
fornia, in 25 other states and
the District of Columbia.
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Visitors from outer-space and
age-old Spirit-heads were pres-
ent at the opening of the Beyond
Barogque Gallery. The place, with
abstractions hinged to black
walls rising from a persian-rug
floor, filled up quickly with
the sounds of vibrating people
and rock-n-roll music. Great
Chinese Gongs echoed the begin-

ning of the festivities and
giant fireworks exploded above
the heads of the people. Poets

were shot from cannons and while

they zoomed through the air they

poured boiling-hot word-images

on the amazed spectators. Buzzby

Berkely entered through the trap-
door in the floor leading ten-

thousand topless-beautys on rol-

ler skates through the hall of a-
musement. Not that all this rea-
l1ly happened -- but, it 1s the

feeling that counts; and it felt

like it happened,

Something new (or the rebirth
of something o0ld) 1is happening
in Venice. It is taking many
forms: One form is Beyond Baro-
que, a new literary magazine
with an art gallery for a front.
The magazine is beginning to hap-
pen throughout the country --the
art gallery is happening as part
of the Venice community. The
purpose of the gallery is to be
a launching platform and, also,
a center for the "Sublime." Yes,
the "Sublime" --the utmost, the
apex: A new (old) way of sens-
ing, feeling, acting, and being.
Sublime Consciousness: We are
beginning to see things in a dif-
ferent light -- we are beginning
to get hip to other aspects of
reality. What's really happen-
ing is not in the political aren-
a, and 1it's not in destructive
revolution: What's "really" hap-
pening is all in the Mind. The
purpcse o6f the Beyond Baroque
Gallery is to let the Mind soar--
a take-off point and a centering
place for many minds. Happen-
ings, involvements, and encount-
ers will take place in the gall-
ery and in the mind. Thursday
night "Happenstance" will begin
on January 16 and continue as a
weekly thing. Air Raid Poetry
will happen on the last Friday
of every month, the day the sir-
en sings. Art shows will regu-
larly take place. -

Most important, 1is that you
(the people in newspaper-reading
land) come and Happen. The gall-
ery is at 1639 W. Washington Bl.
It aims to be a place of expres-
sion, controversy, and issues.
Bring yourself and your 1ideas.
The gallery and Beyond Baroque
office are open from 8 to 5, Mon-
day through Friday.

A1l other Baroque Happenings
will be announced.

Signing off -- mighty quinby,
manager of B.B. gallery and mag.
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Thanks to the BEACHHEAD support-

ers, whose first party for the
paper netted $35.00, And fond
congratulations to Gwyn Gorg

whose new daughter was born
while we partied at her house.

.80, can we expect the Spring sea-

COLUMN RIGHT]

PHIL CHAMBERLIN'S TRIP

LOGARITHMS

I'm lying amongst the Jjumble
of 1logs that are piled on the
beach at Park across the board-
walk from the art show this col-
umn originated in BEACHHEAD #1.
In the distance I hear the drum-
ming of the pile driver at work
down by the lifeguard station.
In a few days that pile driver
will begin driving these logs I
now lie amongst into the sand in
a purely decorative configura-
tion, compliments of the revenue
pumped from under the Dbeach by
the o0il derrick. Is it the kar-
ma with which Jim Cayton sank

his logs into the earth that
prompted Parks & Recreation to
freak the beach out with logs

directly across the sidewalk? If

son to bring a period of artist
activity amongst the Parks and
Recreation logs in the same way
Fred and George brought Artist
Activity to the Cayton Logs?

I lie amongst the logs watch-
ing the workmen of Deutch Con-
struction building us a grassy
promenade on top of the sand at -

Brooks, which by Spring I sup-
pose will cause the center of
outdoor consciousness 1in West

Venice to shift from the patheti-
cally narrow strip at Rose to

the unnamed park at Brooks. Ly-

ing here I can almost hear the

changing tones of a passer-thru

tuning his guitar. I can almost

see the sun-browned legs of a

trippy chick thru a white lace

gown which rolls into translu-

cent folds as the body 1inside

curves down upon the grass to ob-
serve the sunset.

This column will announce 1in
the next edition the rules of a
contest to name our new park
and will set the date for a
christening  ceremony, during
which at one point the band will
fall silent while the contest
winner announces the name. Mean-
while, put your head behind your
own entry.

STATE PFP WILL MEET IN VENICE

The State Committee of the
California Peace and Freedom Par-
ty will meet in Venice on Feb-
ruary lst and 2nd. In addition
to elected members of the com-
mittee, all active PFP groups in
California have been invited to
participate.

Local PFPers will throw a par-
ty to welcome the outside agit-
ators Saturday evening, February
lst, in several apartments along
the east side of Grand Canal in
the block north of Washington St.

Anyone may come -- and probably
will. A donation will be asked.
For details call 299-5327 or 399-
0827. - -

To our knowledge, this is the
first time Yenice has been chos-
en as the site for a meeting of
a state-wide political organiza-
tion. To help with arrangements

or for further information, call
393-7681.
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ADVERTISEMENT
TO: The Venice Community and the Editors of the
Free Venice BEACHHEAD

The first two issues of the BEACHHEAD were indeed
poems. The BEACHHEAD, and Venice with it, should
and must go on. There is too much in Venice that has
long needed the polarity which can best be provided by
a local weekly, for Venice to lose this rare opportunity
to take hold of its own future. If it acts now, Venice can
become the creative center of the West. The nucleus is
here in the form of writers, artists, craftsmen, film-
makers, etc. It is here in the form of a newspaper (the

BEACHHEAD), a quarterly literary magazine (our own

BEYOND BAROQUE), burgeoning theater, art galleries
and poetry reading centers (the Beyond Baroque Gallez
contributes a little to the last two). But Venice nee

regularly scheduled cultural events publicized by its own
newspaper, an art fair, a place to screen experimental
films, an end to the disgraceful waste of the Venice

Pavillion facilities, and, if it is not too much to hope for,

an association of forward-looking, community-culture-
oriented businessmen who want to see Venice become
a unique cultural milieu rather than a slum to milk dry.

The BEACHHEAD people have made a wonderful
beginning. Let’s see some action and support NOW from
YOU, the people of Venice.

George Drury Smith -

Editor & Publisher, heyond baroque
1639-41 West Washington Boulevard.

v

he FREE VENICE BEACHHEAD is published at 1727 W. Washington Blvd.
Venice, California 90291. Telephone: 399-768l. Circulation this issue: 10, 000
copies, delivered free to Venice residents. Copyright 1969.
Staff for this issue: _

L.ee Balan, Dora Bayrack, Virginia Bohannon, George Broatch, Kandy Broatch,
Fred Burkhart, Phil Chamberlin, Steve Clare, Rick Davidson, America Dun-
navant , Carol Fondiller, Jane Gordon, Anna Haag, John Haag, Eve Millar ,
Colman Mullin, Bill Ritchie, Leonard Spear, Jerry Wells, Linda Wilson.

. BARL NEWMAN |
1725 WASHINGTON BLVD.
VENICE, CALIF. 90801 <7 509-3850




Fre and ou/g/ Yendce OAKWOOD PLAYGROUND ACTIVITIES  EDUCATION CADRE

767 California Ave. 399-0162 now offers a complaint center to all

Miss Ponder. Director Oakwood parents & students who are
M:::: ?fa:;a };al.ls - S1im-n-Trim : Mondays not satisfied with our local schools.
iz : P CAARTEE ) e i s st s ucvie A DR B Open 9 am to 5 pm, Mon. thru Fri.
MEHER BABA BOOKST ORE Dance Class Mon. & Wed. for information call 392-5540
2700 pacific avenue e ey S ST L ) SR 4 pm. M/“”y al the /dmg‘
U PR Sk Pre-school Wed. & Fri. single wing turquoise bird
ra hi des. n (3 'tO 5 yr'S . )0 & & & 5 o » & 2 ¥ O » 0 10 amo presents a voyage lnto the mind
2P SCHR Teen-age Dance Thursdays  g8:30 pm sat & sun jan 25 & 26
| printing facilities W~ °°°~-°-° 8-10 pm., at the venice librarv 610 california
apout REREDOS CANAL APOCALYPSE
paste-up by CAROL FONDILLER by DON ROBERTS
. REREDOS: 0ld English word
=reE ol a;: finish meaning back of the altar. .
oad EX6-5270 John Ciampa, ex-lawyer, ex- The canal area 1s the last

altar boy and one of Venice's vestige of Abbott Kinney's dream

handsomest beards, built his own for a Venice of the West. This

‘back yard altar with 2 1/2 ~old @area has been reduced in size

70 chairs in varvin and.is at present losing many
Sl Lo of its original houses. It may

kn‘chen table art service

A & W SNACK SHOP

dous displacement of people in

d is a Mean ueen”
Great Vendor Q an area as small as the Canals.

has at least seven light cues in

: : People who care more for real
ho also acts .
call for free menu 396-5297 iﬁsaigtﬁégugisjghnvsoplayS "High estate/property values and their

: own narrow vision (albeit grandi-
Lant Pepk RS n e ose) than about people, still in-
sist that there isn't any pover-
ty in the canals. Yet all the
earmarks are present: abandoned
cars, dilipated houses and yards,
outlaw motorcycle gangs, uncared
for children, trash strewn all-
eys, etec. These "invisible poor"
have been displaced and will con-
tinue to be displaced. I have
yet to find one family that has
been able to relocate in the Ca-

open 7 days a week till 9:00 pm

: on the beach---we deliver, too! conditions of decrepitude, seven b £ int . 3 +h
S]PIZZ&& CHILI lights, saws, hammers, his sweat ?fQ .l? ??ESt t? Sl N g
* BURRIT OS BURGERS and the shameless exploitation ©Oiiilcilal 1lgures:

: . of his willing friends and ac- 16 houses have been torn down
3 Qﬂk%zawﬁ: complices (almost all of these have come
. 'Amigo" 'Westerner' '"Small Fry! "I 1ike the beach," he says down in the last 6 or 8 months).
: burrito  a&w burger jr. burger I T e A hes poban front. .1 ve 12 houses are marked to come
fffiles fli;es frlles been living in Venice for a long down. ;

: slaw slaw slaw +ime. There was a store for rent 2u‘hguses are candidates for
. 69 D . 49 and the theatre just grew." demolition, and most of them
: "Big Daddy' 119 With the help of people like ;;;i be coming down 1n the next
¢« 3015 Ocean Front Walk - Venice Frank Fleisher, the four-armed .

Eone door north of washington street marvel of the iight board ("The 52 houses represent a tremen-

Masque, "
manager, caterer and has at last
count three parts in "Mean Queen"
and Anne Reiner, script girl,
prompter, and director of 2 more
plays by J.C., a repertory thea-
+tre with local people 1is happen-
ing in Venice.

The aim of REREDOS is to have
a group wherein the play is not
the ONLY thing, where varied art
forms will be presented every
night of the week.

— : : : nals. Few have (I am told) been
C 18 Joyce freak. In : g :

THIE POT SHOP factfa{!}ggredo:" :rZsetaken from a Bhle Lo LIndesULCAREE s i

for sale or trade passage in "Ulysses." He plans a ;;XG;CZOZizgg in the Venice/Santa

324 Sunset Ave. Joyce reading once a week, where I have talked to many people

he will start at the beginning, e
: . , : g substandard structures.
or call /VCJ S/Odﬂb'owmr' averaging eight pages a night o, 35,410pds keep them in the

£X6_3303 with audience participation and dark s t6 the lerdl  statucof
= 3

discussion afterwards, . :
% - their places i1n order to keep
1f you want to be an artist ' ., ., aving pent. Many are naive,
PolTERY ¢€[ASsEs 57,’9/?1’/)/6 JHMZO

or noisseur Joyce 1s required :
CaiRas o Joy q some are afraid to pursue the

Crta et e A e the money to move. Meanwhile,

' a t : y SO B funds and help in relocation are
cestor. Joyce must be read a- | oovistent. Mark (Proprietor

it loud. .The words must assault, ,¢ mapkts Market--Venice Blvd. &
3,14 a Brhacks tumble and massage you like acld  p.y3) gays that business is down
: rock, to numb your intellect til 10% and expects things to get

5311317 santa monio biva Il ON1y your id is left standing un-
£ west los angeles, californie ashamed. )

| dial: open ti midnite Other nights will feature mu -
GRUBFRG sundays 1to9 lll sic and poetry. All of these e-

park on Washington Blvd. 105
; vents will be surrounded by RER- 1 : Y
(jf\IR()[JES EDOS sangria straight from the DROPLE. art I Ao DELHERl

. ermit, a sale and a freeze. And
PE CCESSORIES wine keg and food invented by 5hat about the strange little

200 5 iten i bt Carl Beck, with mu81c, mlngllng area between the trailer park
venice, calif. 90291 and maklng out. | and the canals? Does anyone ima-

396 -7710 5 Youtmgsg make r?szggagéong. gine that 'this area can remain
uggested donation. o OV MAN= Jhtact with the Marina on the

imum per person entitles you to G S e
a six-month subscription which south and the Canal Apocalypse

worse...many of his customers
are gone.

I wonder about the trailer

CO-0OPS FORMING:

& a - ; - '
« photo-lab for those interested in entitles you to come in for any O the no.r'th‘. Th.e double lot
1ab & eauinment Fing G S next to my house went for $60,
= or all nightly activities, and 000, and that was with a 6' loss
-apa?h“entluﬂng(conuﬂﬁx) the féte .afterwards. A ""Samp- " | = P ol Aiceles oh
e s ler's Night" donation 1s a sug- sides"‘ThZ" 'réssure is on, the
interested, call 399-7681 cested $2.00 per person for one 0, 3 e B .

sky's the limit. Huntington Har-
bor Jr. here we come. Can cen-

tral Venice '(between Main and

Lincoln, Rose and Venice Blvd.)

afford tc sleep much longer?

night only, provided there  are
seats. No general admission; re-
servations at least 24 hours in
advance. - Call 396-3314 for in-
formation. REREDOS is located Rl o it Slivrande il Dot st A
at 1217 Ocean Front Walk near Venice Draft Tnformation Service: .
Westminster, next to the Lafay- Mon. to Thurs.. 7-10 pm, Sat. 1-5 pm
ette Café. | 73 Market, room 2. Call 399-5812,




mOur frustrations over the Par-
is Peace Talks cannot detract
from the efforts of those on all
sides who worked tirelessly to

bring them into existence..so it
is in vrespect and sorrow that
the BEACHHEAD staff expresses

our deep regrets over the death
of a fellow journalist, Wm. C.
Baggs, co-author of MISSION TO
HANOI, editor of the MIAMI NEWS
and life-time fighter for free-
dom and justice..... may we help
make his work not in vain.

history’s now
by JANE GORDON

_Before the next installment
of Venice's history, I have some
things to say about Venice's pre-
sent--and its future.

I've been hearing all this
talk about the master plan, a-
bout a freeway route. Everybody

is stirring because it's getting
a little too close to home. Lit-
erally. And, at last, some peo-
ple are starting to realize that

VENICE &
THE MASTER’S PLAN

RICK DAVIDSON

The frontiersman of America's

beginning cast the mold from
which the new nation was formed:
individual freedom based on the
First Law of Man, Power. But
1607 in Virginia is more than
just 361 years of time past.

During that time the great unex-
plored wilderness with its un-
touched resources (excuse Mr.

MY VENICE MOODS it's no good going to the City Indian) has been veduced in size
by VIRGINIA BOHANNONNE ©fficials, relying on the City to a pleasant four hour flight
y officials, asking our elected of- on United...a flight cver fenced
Calm wild cold mild fair dove, il ficials to please be responsible areas, once open; a flight over
. : % +o us their constituency. To dammed rivers where wild animals
Rare dark hand lend soul love, > : . :
Sand palm cool wave high nest us-- without whom they would not drink which are not for eating;
Rock life moon like pain rest, il D€ in the very positions of pow- & flight over a land to which
: : ) : er they now use to raise our tax- children are born with a nation-
Deep blue gull true star tree, g : -
Dot Foba THell hald faal froe es, to change our zoning, to al debt from which they receive
o o ' | Sy suit themselves. little in return...rural America

has' become an urban nation with-
out' developing a workable con-
cept of urbanization,

Still the utopian is dismiss-

It's no good asking thenm.
They are unreachable by us, lit-
tle people with no power, no
bread. How can we make them

e R o o R
e E. SR "
s «‘}0‘: = s N 3
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hear us? Petitions are one way, ©d as impractical and too theor-
and we're attempting to use that etical. I suggest that the past
way. Going to public meetings is 361 years have proven that .the

practical individualism of early

one way, Sso we attend meetings.

But this year, there's an extra America leaves much to be ‘de-
added tool, a lever perhaps. sired when looking at the nation
This year they need us. This as a human family In this land
year, there's a municipal elec- ©f plenty the poor are forgotten.
tion. Their name has been applied to

It's fascinating to me how Ppoverty bDills, true! but they
people moan and groan--justifiab- have been given no acceptable

ly--about the politicians, then POsition in this land of plenty.
Photo by Fred Burkhartjll turn around and vote for them! Once beaten, the American Indian
FREE VENICE Organizing If I were a politician, I'd not Was moved to a reservation; the

The
Committee, S .
Art Festival by providing publi-

American urbanized poor have not

: be too worried about ullin
aided the 5 2% ven: been given that.

hich has
Wil a stuff that might turn people off,

X i . 1€ t we America

" has called upon not if I knew for a statistical I be;leve. tha - nex 5
gzﬁic:erzzgigéntsatocbake brgad fact that those same people must bglld into our pglltlcgl/
or make other kinds of food to would end up voting for me any- economic system a morality which
distribute at the FREE VENICE way. extends beyond our law courts to

provide for the poor (if the sys-
tem would eliminate poverty...
that would be nice too). We must
begin to view the world as a fam-
ily that takes care of itself.
Not one that eats itself alive.

-Let's logic this out. If by
my vote I help a politician get
into a position of power, a pos-
ition where his decisions count
heavily in my life, then I'd bet-
ter be damn sure the guy is on

Art Festival. Let us Dbreak

bread together,

Readers resprond.:

The most damning statement to

emerge from the Vietnam conflict M my side. And in this city elec- How does all this relate to
is, "We had to destroy the town tion, my side is pretty clearly Venice? Although conceived as a
to save 1it. Now Venice is be- defined: FREE VENICE. show place for the west coast,
ing destroyed to "save'" it. Which of you politicians is  ©once the conceiver (Abbott Kin-

few
become the

it took but a
Venice to

ney) died,

Why do people live in Venice?
years for

| : : willing to work to help me free
- Fairly low rents, a stimulating

my community from the heavy hand

atmosphere, the Pacific's prox- of Los Angeles, where it has beach ghetto we know today. Yet,
imity, unconventional living... been foundering for almost U5 as ghettos go, it is a good one.
all these reasons and more are years? Step up and let me hear There's a wonderful beach, smog
on the verge of being flushed from you, and you've got my vote. 1S less than most areas of L. A,
down the drain in the name of Please don't be daunted by my Ifreeways are close by, the alr—
PROGRESS! cynical attitude. Be the first port is next door, oil wells are
Jim Ploss, Venice to prove me wrong (wrong-because not as dirty as they once were

I don't think I'11 find anybody and the.living costs are not too

"If Abbott Kinney was alive to- To bother voting for this time bad. Times change. L.A. grows,
day, he would tell you..to go to around). land becomes scarce, our poor
hell. Free Venice." Mayor, City Council, even reservation becomes profitable
Jill and John Hughes Board of Education, the same is- and therefore desirable. Now
Lincoln, Nebraska PFP sue is the decisive one. I want Wwhat? "Move the poor out."
Venice to be making its own de- Where? Where do they go from

"FREE VENICE NOWw!" c{éions, 1ts own future. I want here? "Anywhere Santa Monlca,
Bryce Anderson our next 45 years of history Mar Vista, Inglewood." But the

PFP, Seattle, Washington rents are too high; be31des, un-

written by and for the people of

Venice, not by and for the City desirable minorities aren't al-

"Please accept a most hearty Maz of Los Angeles. lowed there. '"Then Watts. What
el Tov (Good Luck). I will very If you agree with this posi- 1s wrong with Watts?" Aside
much like to serve as New York tion, 1let's get these politici- from overcrowding, Uncle Sam is
correspondent . for yQur really Bans out here to tell us where clearing that area for incoming
fine publicatign.” they're at. Let's use our lev- industry. "Listen, that's not
M.D. Ben-Ami er. My vote plus your vote (giv- my problem I'm busy cleaning

Bronx, New York up Venice's blight."

This writer says that it is
our problem. Communities must
solve their own problems..not by
removing the problem to another
community, but by finding a crea-
tive solution within their own
borders. And Uncle Sam must be-
gin to think accordingly.

Next issue: the what and how
of urbanizatioan

en or withheld) can add up to
the difference between a man's
success or failure. This time,
let him fail or succeed on our
terms. Democracy means the rule
of the people.

Next 1issue, I'll be getting
back to Venice's story, into the
thirsty thirties and faltering
forties. I've been learning a

lot:

"Many thanks to the conceivers,

producers and deliverers of the

BEACHHEAD--very nicely done, and

Viva!'"
S.K., Venice

"Delighted to see the paper."
Jane and Michael Marcus
Evanston, Illinois PFP




