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EDITORIAL

In the early 1960's, a thriv-
ing -artistic community developed
along the Ocean Front including
several art galleries, studios,
coffee houses and a bookstore.
This development brought visit-
ors to the area and increased
the trade of many small busines-

ses which have since disappeared.

A building inspection program
~instituted by the City of Los
Angeles, at the instigation of
then-councilman Karl Rundberg,
who was vrecently convicted of
bribery, destroyed the Ocean
Front community. About 25% of
the buildings were destroyed.
Considerably more +than 25% of
the population was uprooted--
many of them forced to leave the
Venice area entirely. A good
deal of property changed hands.

Many elderly retired persons
were forced to abandon
“Homes because of repairs demand-
ed by the <c¢ity which they could
not afford. Several of them died
of heart attacks brought on by
the strain. |

An enclave of Black people
was removed entirely from the
beachfront by condemning every
habitable building in which they
were then living, Galleries
closed, numerous small business-
es were ruilned and whole neigh-
borhoods were destroyed.

Nine years ago there was har-
dly a wvacant lot within blocks
of the Ocean Front. Today only
a handful of Venice's landmarks
remain standing and whole blocks
of beachfront are vacant lots
strewn with rubbish. Thanks to
the City of Los Angeles.

The City of Los Angeles spent
‘a million of 'our tax dollars on
a Recreation Center which is
hardly ever used. It was poorly
designed to begin with; many
potential wuses are made diffi-
cult or impossible by the restr-
ictions imposed by the L.A. Dep-
artment of Recreation and Parks
and, of course, many who might
have used it were driven out of
the area by the building inspec-
tion program already described.
‘Yet the master plan labels that
hulk our "community center.,"

Today, before ‘the property
assessment district in the canal
area has even been made into law
city money is being used to des-
troy houses there. Not one penny
1s being spent to help the dis-
placed people find other quart-
ers. Before that operation is
completed, not one person now
renting in the canal area will
still be there. Their homes will
all be destroyed or remodeled
and the new scale of rents will

be too
Their own

for their forced
their chosen community.

THE
FREE VENICE

high for them to return.
taxes will help pay

removal from

Now comes the City Planning

Department with a grand plan for

all of Venice which would drast-
ically change every existing
neighborhood in our community.
Every neighborhood in Venice
would be uprooted and something
more
what 1s there.
ter plan would displace at least
half the present population of
Venice, leaving them no place to
go except away. The population
might rise, but it would be dif-
ferent people entirely; middle
income replacing low income ,
high income replacing middle in-
come. The poor--our friends and

expensive substituted for
The proposed mas-

neighbors and

have (maybe) four square
] Planning Department's
propor-

in the
grand design.

HHE

Happy Birthday '69: Big Bill, Abe, Susan B., George, W.E,B., and Huey!

FREE

ourselves-- will
blocks

A large

tion of present businesses will
also have to go.

This process has gone far
enough. The people of Venice,
who have survived despite the ne
glect and abuse of every depart-
ment of the city government, de-
serve better than this and we
will have better than this.

We have the intelligence to
know what we want, the talent to
plan what we want and the skill
to build what we want, What we
and the hundreds of others who
have rejected the proposed mast-
er plan are demanding is time
and resources to make our own
plan for our own community.

ooooooo.pooooo000QOOOOOOOOOOOOOOIOO00!00000000ooooooooo.o.o.ooooooo.oooooooooooo.cooooooo.oo.o
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Master Plan (reprinted by permission of Independent-Journal Newspapers)

Venice residents, under the
auspices of the Free Venice
Organizing Committea, and
Councilman Marvin Braude of
Venice won the first leg of a
three-week battle withtheClty
Planning Commission this
week as city planners moved
to delay actiononthe proposed
master plan until May 8, 1969,

Due to strong opposition to
the immediate adoption of a
Venice master plan by resi-

ficials and organizations, the
City Planning Cemmissionre-
versed Its previous decision
denying a three-month delay
and gave Interested residents
until May 8 to prepare their
suggestions for the commun-
ity’s master plan,

Petitions
Petitions contalning some

2,199 signatures of Venice
residents were presented to

dents, businessmen cit‘y of -
sevecvceboscesnconcbends

THE COURSE OF
HUMAN EVENTS

e At the FREE VENICE Art Festival the
focus this month is on children. Crayons,
clay and other materials are free and each
child gets a. coloring book designed by Venice
artists Freddy Freedom and Ed Newell................
Free milk for the children at the festival
during the second weekend of February was
donated by Walter Michel, Venice manager
for Edgemar Farms. The festival happens
every Saturday and Sunday from 10 am. to

sunset on the Ocean Front at Park Avenue.
® lVenice artist Bill Olive designed and gave to

the Newton-Cleaver Defense Committee a silk
screen poster honoring Huey P. Newton on
his birthday this month. Proceeds from sale
will help defend Newton and Eldridge Cleaver,
Black Panther Party leaders under indictment
because of incidents started by the Oakland
police. Bill’s poster will be displayed through-
out California,

® At the request of the Venice Survival Com-
mittee, Venice attorney Paul Abram defended
ll of a group of 14 Venice residents tried last
month on charges resulting from a mass
arrest by the Metro Squad of the L.A. Police
Department. All 14 were found not guilty.
Six other VSC members arrested in January
were released and charges dropped due to

Paul’s efforts. eSS
e Twenty FREE VENICE Organiz:.ng Com-

mittee activists rode to the L.A. Planning

Commission meeting on January 30 in a bus
donated with driver by the Pacific Scenic Lines
of Venice.

the Commission at their meet-

continued inside. :
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“Venice Residents Win

ing this week by Free Venice
leader Rick Davidson who add-
ed that any plan for the future
of Venice should come from
the residents within the com-
munity rather than from the
Commission,

Jane Gordon, another mem-
ber of the Free Venice Or-
ganizing Committee, also pro-
posed at the meeting that the
Commission come to Venlce
May 8, making it easier for
residents to attend although
the clty officials ruled that

s ‘‘usual procedures’ would be

followed, The demand for local
meetings was one of several
listed on the petitions circu-
lated throughout the Venice
community,

Petition signatures gather-
ed by the Venice organizing
group included 414 property
owners, 19 per cent of the
total, Among the property
owners were 21 who operate
businesses in Venice, Signers
of the petitions amounted to
five per cent of the total pop-
ulation in Venice and repre-
sented all areas of the com-
munity, particularly the Ocean
Front and Oakwood areas,
however,

Nothing Definite

According to Miss Gordon,
no definite meetings have been
scheduled as yet to organize
the feelings of the community,
It is instead hoped, she says,
that individual communities
and neighborhoods will gather
together to decide what is
best for their area and what
they would like to see in-
cluded in the master plan,

Following individual meet-
ings, then, conferences would
be held to consolidate the
needs and desires of the res-
idents allowing them to select
a community plan whichwould
be best for the area as a
whole,

Although it was Councilman
Braude who moved for the
three-month delay to allow the
community ‘““a further oppor-
tunity to explore the plan,”
Miss Gordon says she has no
real confidence in. Braude's
apparent interest since hehas
made no effort to seek the
opinion of the community in
forming their own future,

As far as the community’'s

chances of altering the pres-
ent master plan suggestion,
Miss Gordon feels that If the
citizens of Venice come up
with a good, coherent, feasi-
ble plan for the community,
city officials will be hard put
not to listen or at least con-
sider their proposals,

In addition, the three month
delay will give residents a
chance to solidify theirfeel-
ings and support for deciding
their own future and might at
least serve to put pressureon
the city council in the event
that the planning commission
rejects the residents’ propos-
als,

Major support at the recent
planning commission for the
adoption of the master plan
came from members of the
Venice Planning Committee,
a group of beachfront prop-
erty owners interested in de-
veloping a privately financed
shopping mall on Windward
Ave,

Attending the meeting from
Venice were Philip Carter of
Commonwealth United, Joy
Stanley Morehead of ActionIn-
dustries, John Flemming of
Project Action, Robert Cas-
tile, Oakwood community or-
ganizer who flew back from a
Chicago training institute to
attend the meeting, Morris
Rosen of the Israel LevinSen-
ior Adult Center, Marguer-
ite Buckley and Terry Tim-
mins of Neighborhood Legal
Services, Earl Newman, na-
tionally known poster design-
er, John Haag, co-chairman
of the California Peace and
Freedom Party and Ray Valle
of the USC School of Social
Work,

T T eSS —




@hr ﬁra by DAVE MURPHY

During and following the rec-
ent storm the waves carried away
large amounts of beach sand.
This of course is devastating to
the entertainment value of the
beach areas. It has been sugge-
sted that sufficient precedent
has already been established to
suggest the appropriate correct-
ive action. A law should be
passed making it illegal for the
sea to carry away more than 3
cubic yards of sand per year.

This, of course, would solve
the problem. As to the preced-
ent for this forward looking
legislation, one need only look
to the laws making 1t 1llegal
for hemp and poppies to grow.
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a book review

by JERRY WELLS

None of the current programs
for reducing unemployment--inclu-
ding black capitalism -- gives
hope of changing the basic fact
of life for all working people:
that all jobs eventually turn us
into dumb robots. Our hopes of
becoming creative, 1nformed hap—

Iy e wey

the daily grind to pay the bills.

A truly Free Venice would dev-
elop new ways of working that
would eliminate the drudgery and
alienation of work and enable us
to develop all the creative pot-
entials that are within us. A
wild dream?

In 1840, Marcel Barbu, a
French worker and watch-case mak-

er by trade, decided to change
that dream into reality. Barbu
offered to teach - several un-

skilled workers the watch-case

trade. The workers agreed to

search with Barbu for a new way

of working in which the "distinc-
tion between employer and employ-
ee would be abolished."

They set up their first shop
in an old barn and were soon sel-
ling their product to watch manu-
facturers. Together they devel-
oped a common ethical basis for
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Twe Twe Six Sours BeverLy Deive
BEVERLY HILLS, CALIFORN!A
0212

TeLzrHoONE CRESTVIEW 4-6075
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Signed articles in BEACHHEAD
are entirely the work of indivi-
dual writers and do not necessar-
ily reflect the views . of the
BEACHHEAD staff. The staff 1is
open to any Venice resident who
wishes to contribute time and ef-
fort to produce and distribute
the paper.

Contents of each issue are de-
cided collectively by the staff
for that issue. The paper is non-
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when one
nature i1t becomes

0f course,
law of this

necessary to define the appropri-

ate sanctions to be used against
the sea if it continues to flout
the law.

It has been suggested that if
the sea continues in its current
unlawful acts that it be incarc-

erated; we can build a big wall
around the sea and force it to
stay where we want it to. If

the sea rebels against this hum-
ane treatment, then war may be-
come necessary. We may have to
go all out in our pollution ef-
forts.

Of course, all good citizens
of Venice will support this mea-
sure. The Venice Internal Secu-
rity Affairs committee will take
evidence as to Un-Venice activi-

Antigue Clothing etc.
1225w washington blvad

Meher Baba has a_
message for you...

MEHER BABA BOOKST ORE
2700 pacific avenue

venice, california

working in what they now called
their Community of Work. By 1946
they grew to 90 employees des-

pite the destruction of their or-

iginal factory during the war.
The success of the Community
of Work didn't simply mean one
man getting rich. They bought a
200 acre farm where they took
turns enjoying the healthy coun-
try life one month a year. This

‘'was 1n addition to a month's va-

cation a year. An increase in
production didn't mean laying
people off work. Instead, the
work week was reduced for all
and the extra time galned was
used together, 1in educational
classes, soccer, singing, or

whatever they wanted.

Neighborhood Groups, smallest
and most important unit of the
Community, bring together fami-
lies who live in close proximity
to discuss the activities of the
Community. Minutes are taken,
suggestions and criticisms made,
and they are sent to the elected
Chief of the Community.

ghborhood Groups also organize

mutual aid activities such as ba-
care of the sick,etc.

by sitting,

The members of the community
are paid for their social value
as well as for the work they do.
The degree of friendliness, in-
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All Vemce Remdents can vote for
the BOARD OF DIRECT ORS

of the VENICE HEALTH COUNCIL
Monday*February 17#1969%7:30 pm

BROADWAY SCHOOL AUDITORIUM
#1015 meoln Blvd Venice¥*=s
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profit in that all money COntri_.

buted is used to cover the costs
of productlon and distribution.

Each issue of the paper is de-

livered free to 12,000 Venice
residents. Your copy cost us a-
bout 2¢ and hours of volunteer
labor. If you want this unique
community paper to contilnue,

please offer your help by call-
ing 399-7681, or send a check to
BEACHHEAD,
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ties in this matter. Expectorat
ing into the ocean will be con-
sidered aiding and abetting.
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The birthday of Black activist and
historian W, E,B, DuBois will be cele-
brated by a block party on Sunday, Feb
ruary 23, from 2 to 6 p.m. Centered
around 22 Thornton Avenue, the party
will include refreshments, dancing,
Movement films & rapping W1th Black
Panther Party leader Shermont Banks.
Proceeds from donations will benefit
the BPP. Call 399-6462.
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Free Pap tests to detect cancer will be
offered at the Venice Branch Library, 610
California, on March | between | and 4 pm.
by special arrangement with the American
Cancer Society.

BAYROCK PUBLICATIONS
publishers of beyond baroque, announces a new
service: EXPERT TYPING of all kinds, including
justified typing on the fabulous IBM ‘Selectric’
COMPOSER. Many type .\‘t_vles. including this and
this and this and this and even this.

Ideal for offset printing of menus, letters, small
and display ads, pamphlets, brochures, books, etc.
Call Virginia Cook, 396-6551 or 473-4791 or
stop in at the BAYROCK Publications offices at
1639-41 W. Washington Blvd., near Venice Blvd..

tellectual activity, frankness,
communitarian responsibility,etc
all help to determine the social
value of each. Women and child-
ren are also considered in this
rating and are paid accordingly.

The communitarian idea spread
rapidly., Domain Ott wvineyards
became a community of work. 50
did the milkmen of Geneva, Switz
erland, Five boiler workers in

Marseille set wup a  shop in anf§-

old submarine yard to produce
leather goods. By the mid-1950s
there were over a hundred commu-
nities of work throughout West-
ern Europe.

You can read about the Commu-
nities of Work in the book ALL
THINGS COMMON by Claire Huchet
Bishop (Harper & Bros. Publ.).
Eric Fromm's book THE SANE SOCIE
TY also contains a discussion of
them 1n the chapter entitled
"Roads to Sanity."

After that, why not organize
our own communities of work in
Venice? Do we have the courage
to turn our dreams into reality?

CO-0OPS FORMING:

« photo-lab for those interested in
lab & equipment
« apartment living (complex)

« Venice school
interested, call 399-7681

graphic design

printing facilities

paste-up

finish

|<|’rchen Tgble art service

The FREE VENICE BEACHHEAD
is published at 1727 W. Washington

‘Blvd., Venice, Cahforma 90291 Tele

phone: 399-7681. Circulation this
issue: 12, 000 copies: Copyright 1969,

Staff for this issue: Shlomo Bach-
rach, Dora Bayrack, Virginia Bohan-
non, Kandy Broatch, Fred Burkharti,
Rick Davidsoen, America Dunnavant,
Jane Gordon, Anna Haag, John Haag,
Nancy Lacefield, Jean Levitan, Phil
Melnick.




# OAKWOOD

EDUCATION CADRE
PLAYGROUND ACTIVITIES now offers a complaint center to all

767 California Ave, 399-0162 Oakwood parents & students who are
. not satisfied with our local schools. .
Slim-n-T rim Mondays Open 9 am to 5 pm, Mon. thru Fri.

ERATRER) . o s e e e L0 BT,
Dance Class Mon., & Wed,
[B-yr8. & Over).. s coviseacd pms
Pre-school Wed, 7 Fri.
(3O Sare By Jos v wvindne v dl B0,
Teen-age Dance Thursdays

S aiee b 0 b e e e AU DS
-=-=-contact Miss Ponder

Mol g e o e e Ik
Little Major League Baseball - 1969

All boys ages 9-12 are eligible

for information call 392-5540

TUTORS ARE NEEDED

The Venice Educational Center
operates a tutorial program al-
lowing students experiencing dif-
ficulty in school to obtain help.
The primary objective of the pro-
gram is to aid each child 1in ov-

ercoming his particular academic -

: o roblems with special emphasis
Dates for reg1strat1on. glaced u;;on deveg.)oping a close,
Z Saturdays in Feb: the 15th & 22nd personal relationship between
3 Saturdays in March: 1lst, 8th, 15th tutor and child.
Any time between 1 p.m. and 4 pm. There are presently thirty

---contact Mr. Peoples

B 392 269>
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WASH /NGTON BL.
VENICE CALIF. 90291

LEGAL SERVICES — T. TIMMINS
There 1s an office of the

LL.A, Neighborhood Legal Services
in Venice, 1711 Pacific, Phone
392-4177, Our office 1s finan-
ced by the federal government to
provide certain legal services

for those who can't afford a law-

yer. We can only work on civil
rather than criminal cases.

Until now, we have dealt main-
# ly with domestic relations prob-

lems, such as divorce, paternity
suits, adoptions, etc. We are
now dealing more and. more with
other types of cases - consumer
fraud complaints, removing att-
achments or garnishments from
payroll checks, stopping 1llegal

evictions, and protecting wel-
fare rights.

In future issues I will ex-
plain some rights we should be
aware of 1n the area of civil
law.

We are trying to reach more

people in the community by work-
ing with service groups that are
active in Venice. We have set up
a succegsful Law Student program
with the cooperation of the UCLA
Law School, at the Venice State

Service Center, 324 Lincoln Blvd.

This 1i1s a good place to go if
you need advice or information
about the law. Call 392-4811.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

Are you:
In a rut-
Do you :
desire to better your financial

broke- out of work?

position - desire to find true
financial security ?
Contact:
CLIFF TORRENCE 392-2785
106 1/2 E. Breeze Ave. Venice

MASTER'S PLAN (from back page)

student applicants awaiting tut-
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THE COURSE OF HUMAN EVENTS

o Sam Anderson, a staff member at the
Venice Branch Library, 610 California, made
a special contribution to Black History week

at the library by collecting photographs, bio-

graphical sketches and observations on Black
identity and development from artists and
others active in the Venice Black community.
The display will continue beyond the original
closing date of February 15 and then will
remain in book form at the library.

ors, some since October. If you
can spare two hours a week, and
are at Jleast sixteen years old,
why not help a child? Contact
Mrs. Virgie Smith at 451-9747 or |
after 2:30 pm, 399-4276. Or come
to the State Service Center at
324 Lincoln Blvd., between 2:30
and 6:00 pm.

Peter Kahn 451-9747 399-4276
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VENICE DRAFT INFORMATION CENTER
is located at 73 Market Street,
Room 2, upstairs front: the old
Kick-a-poo Logan Building. Hours

are: 7 to 10 pm Monday through
Thursday; Saturday 1 to S pm.
Call 399-5812 for appointment.

The group will attempt to aid in
answering your questions on the
draft. Is there a draft on you?
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EARL NEWMAM ‘

17285 WASHINGTON BLVD.
VENICE, CALIF. 903901 <7 2909-38898

e Venice residents Jane Gordon and John
Haag made an aerial inspection on February 9
of the oil slick coming down the coast from
Santa Barbara. They were concerned about
the threat of oil damage to the Venice
beach and the failure of all authorities to
save any of the beaches so far affected. After
the flight John issued a statement to the press
which said in part:

‘The Coast Guard has been concermed
solely with harbors and marinas and their

e More than 60 Peace and Freedom Party >~‘eﬁomhampmedwm '- be-wfineffectual-- anyuway.

activists from around the state met in Venice
February | and 2 to develop new directions
and pro§1am for the party. Plenary sessions
were held at the Reredos beachfront theater
and workshops were conducted in the homes
and offices of Venice PFP members. Much
of the discussion centered around identify-
ing community issues and producing action
on them. The FREE VENICE
mentioned often as an example of effective
community organizing.

e The as yet unnamed Venice street theater
group gave its first performance before a
captive audience at the PFP State Committee
meeting on February 2nd. Their next action
will be on the street. Anyone may join. Call
Lee Simon at 399-6462.

® A party for BEACHHEAD raised $42.00
to help pay the printing costs of this issue.
Alan and Gwyn Gorg provided their house
for the event which was organized by Awnna

for a party, call Anna at 392-2892.

et Grove.

162U Melrrae

FEB. 21- 23 FEB. 28 -MNAR. 2
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project was

Haag. If you have a house that could be used

O¢- 32070
RADICHE FILMS - MONDRY NICHTS

7op (o Gospec Grans

In Venice, we intend to save our beach.
We have discussed various proposals, including
a sandbag dyke below the high tide line,
hoses using seawater against the surface layer
of oil, canvas or other wmaterial to protect
the sand, and other kinds of barriers.

‘Members of the Peace and Freedom Party
are prepared to work with anyone interested
in saving other beaches, in stopping perma-
nently all offshore oil drilling and in seeking
alternate methods of public transport so as
to eliminate the scourge of freeways, air pol-
lution and social damage imposed on us by -
dependence on internal combustion engines.’

e The Maintenance Department of the L.A.
City Library System chose a day when the
Venice branch was closed to butcher six syca-
more trees on the west and south sides of the
library. The local staff was not consulted and
their request to save the 40 year old shade
trees was not acknowledged.

FREE VENICE!

FPHONE 399.7717

24 HOUR TOWING

AUTO REPAIRS
TUNE uUpP
BRAKES

427 LINCOLN BLVD
VENICE. CALIF.

but the by-products of the human ﬁ‘% FIRE FLIES v'ifg‘.'?f_a."'bdhannon

children therefore schools; we wus. So let us begin. ?% o

are sometimes sick therefore  In the mnext few weeks, the 'glﬂg-o, free me from' this fascination.
hospitals; we are religious Planning and Research Committee S 1+s not my wish to slave for ghosts.
therefore  churches; we play of the FREE VENICE Organizing ¥ Or so-called men (I pay their pay)

therefore parks and beaches; and
we are many, many more people,
The common denominator is the we.
The rest adds up to diversity. A

Committee will be calling on the ¥ who make so-called fun of gutted homes

community to help formulate and ‘.;j_!swhere children may have died.
present to the Planning CommisS- g what happened, man?

sion our way of planning our CoOm-@s jts burning, man. It's  bumt.

-

" » - . %
city is the abstract because we munity: an organic development &  ° e
humans are reality and all build- of the very community the plan & K 0
ings, is to serve....The responsibility 1is now ours.

streets and even parks are




VENICE

The L.A. Planning Commission
has given Venice three months to
develop an alternative to their
master plan. That isn't time to
design a community in detail but
it is time to speak about basic
concepts.

City planning is not new to
man. Such names as Babylon,
Jerusalem, Athens, Rome, Flor-
ence, Paris, Washington, Letch-
worth, Welwyn, Broadacres, Bras-
ilia as well as present day in-
terest in urban re-building are
efforts familiar to all of us
and perhaps at a later time a
look into past experiences will

-
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PROPOSED

& THE MASTER’S PLAN

RICK DAVIDSON

be helpful, but for the moment
let us consider city planning as
it relates to us, Venice, the
here and now. I think we can
safely begin with the assumption
that what has gone before has
been insufficient, has failed to
solve man's problem of 1living
together in cities. That is,
with all the titles, degrees and
expertise, something is missing.

ity, and as such ourselves with
equal rights, fears, loves, and
needs for a place to 1live and
become.

Therefore it 1is time that we,
as the humans who create cities
by our being there, try our hand
at planning.....without shame,
without fear, without worrying
1if we are qualified. The only
experience required 1is 1living
and the only qualification is
the quest for human justice.

. > » . '
That "something" is the WE of Starting with ourselves let's
cities: ourselves as neighbors see who and. what our needs are.
we like, ourselves as neighbors We are family therefore places
we disagree with, ourselves as to live; we are providers there-
neighbors we don't understand, fore places to work; we are
but always ourselves as commun- continued inside
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VENICE COMMUNITY

CITY PLAN CASE NO. 1431l
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