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CASU AL TIES IN IRA Q
U. S. 1,572 Dead – 8 5 t his month

U. S . Wounded 1 1,595 – 755 t his month
Iraqi Dead: 21,834 – 24,776

This month: 595 – 670
(some sour ces sa y 100,000+ Ir aqi dead)

Venice Ar tist at Center of anti-immig rant stor m
It took “Save Our State” (SOS) 13 years to

discover a monument to California’s diverse her-
itage created by Venice Artist, Judy Baca. 

In spite of radio talk show coverage for a
week leading up to a May 14 rally against the
artwork, they were only able to muster about 20
people. 

About 1,000 counter-demonstrators – includ -
ing some from Venice – turned out to defend the

Venice Artist Judy Baca has
received death threats from anti-
immigrant “Minutemen” who
have vowed to destroy her mon-
ument, Danza Indigenas (indi-
geous dances) by July 1.

monument and to support Baca.
SOS, with ties to the Minutemen self-

appointed Border Patrol, erroneously believed
that quotes on the “Danzas Indigenas” monu -
ment were racially charged, seditious and anti-
American in nature.

In reality, the quotes and the monument,
itself, were the result of a broad-based communi -
ty dialogue involving whites and Latinos, in

addtion to many Native Americans, whose
ancestors have lived in the area for eons.

On May 14, the Baldwin Park Mayor and
City Council members reaffirmed their support
of Baca’s monument. Unfortunately , the death
threats and racist insults continue.

Venice Skills Center Restores Summer School
By Marjorie Hinds

Skills centers are the only remaining vestige
of what was once a comprehensive, affordable,
post-secondary education system in California. 

At Venice Skills
Center (VSC),
tuition fees range
from $30 to $78 a
semester. Programs
include upholstery,
clothing design,
graphic design, Web
design, network
operator, certified
network administra -
tor, computer opera-
tor, dental assistant
and dispensing
optician. 

Basic reading,
ESL, GED, child
care and sign lan-
guage classes are
also available.

“I was really
worried the com-
puter lab would be
closed over the
summer,” says
Jeremy Spears, just one of the students who
spoke about the crucial role VCS has played in
shaping his career.

Spears, who has a congenital hearing loss,
attends VSC because of the excellent services
available for students with disabilities. This sum-
mer he will use the computer lab to prepare for

the Cisco network -
ing certification
examination.

Entry level
salary for a Cisco-
certified computer
administrator hov-
ers around $45,000
annually. If you
can support your -
self during the
four semesters of
training, as Spears
did by detailing
cars, and if you
can ante up $312
which is the total
cost of the pro-
gram, then you can
succeed, as Spears
did. He landed the
job of his dreams
immediately upon
completing the
program. 

Cisco student
John Tabar chose VSC because the program
emphasizes hands-on training. “VSC is the only
place to go,” he says. “Other schools offer paper
certification, they teach to the test. This is the
only place offering applied training.”

Despite the overall good news, students who
attend evening classes, including Tabor, are not
sharing in the celebration. Cisco networking is
one of the classes which has been cut from night
schedule this summer.

Upholstery and clothing design students are

being dealt the toughest blow. These programs
will not be offered this summer and may be per-
manently discontinued. Enthusiastic upholstery
students are not taking this lying down, howev-
er. Petitions are circulating and students are
attending LAUSD Board meetings demanding
the popular course be continued.

Upholstery student Anna Rae points out the
ecological benefit of the trade. “American con-
sumers throw so much away,” she says, “if it
isn’t perfect they throw it out. Reupholstering is
recycling.”

Gabriela and Rigoberto Franco spend
evenings at VSC redoing furnitur e for their home
and making plans to open a small business based
on skills they learn in class. Gabriela also attends
day classes—working towards her GED. The
couple’s business plans hinge upon continuation
of the course. 

The good news is that LAUSD responds to
pressure. The resumption of summer classes
demonstrates this fact. The long-term survival of
Venice Skills Center cannot be taken for granted,
however, and the message is clear: Stay aware
and stay involved.

–see photos & Judy Baca’s comments on page 6-7

Students sign petition for summer school. Sue Hines signs while
Anna Rae and Liddy Waling look on.

Upholstery student
Anna Rae reads all
about it in last month’s
Beachhead.
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The 
collective staff of the 

BEACHHEAD COLLECTIVE: 
John Davis, C.V. Beck, Carol Fondiller ,
Theresa Hulme, Yolanda Miranda, Lydia
Poncé, Jim Smith, Alice Stek, Suzy Williams 

The FREE VENICE BEACHHEAD is pub-
lished monthly by the Beachhead
Collective as a vehicle for the people of
Venice to communicate their ideas and
opinions to the community at large. 

The Beachhead encourages anyone to sub-
mit news stories, articles, letters, photos,
poetry or graphics of interest to the Venice
community . The staff reserves the right to
make all decisions collectively on material
published. There is no editor on the
Beachhead. The printing is financed by ads
and donations. The articles, poetry and art
work express the opinions of the individual
contributors and are not necessarily the
views of the Beachhead Collective.

To submit material, include your name and
telephone number. Anonymous material
will not be printed, but your name will be
withheld on request. If return of material is
desired, a stamped self-addressed envelope
is required. No payment is made for mate-
rial used. Mail to: P.O. Box 644, Venice, CA
90294. Web: <www .freevenice.org> 
Email: <Beachhead@freevenice.org> 

Our Mission Statement

Oh Holy Shit
The Thought Police are rising

It is the Time
for the Beachhead’s rebirth

Now is the Time to get your
thoughts

together
If you care whether
you have a thought of any worth.

Thoughts left of Center
Homeowner or Renter

Put your Head where your Pen* is
Send it to us use your wits

and if we like it
We’ll print or plagiarize it

or tear it into
teeny tiny

bits
– by the Slumgoddess

*Pen: Antique Term for Word
Processor or Computer

Beachhead Sustainers

Become a Beachhead Sustainer

Add me to the List
Dear Beachhead,
I ran across a copy of the Beachhead today, which

I haven’t seen for a while. Inside was a list of sustain-
ers, including many people who I have known for 30
years or so, (but haven’t seen for a while). This is a list
I’d like to be on! 

Enclosed is a check for $100.00

Bob Niemann

Venice Skills Center
Dear Beachhead,
Hurrah for Marjorie Hinds’ article regarding

Venice Skills center! As a student of the center for the
past 5 years I can attest to the fact that the closing of
the facility would be a huge mistake. 

My instructor , Louis Almeida who teaches uphol -
stery fundamentals, received his notification that his
services would not be needed for the summer session.

It sounds as though there may be some question
as to whether or not the fall classes will commence. I,
and many fellow students, depend on the center for
vocational training and employment preparation. We
are motivated adults who, with the tuition fees paid
each trimester, pay for our supplies. Our teachers’
salaries comes from a separate fund that does not
affect the skills center budget in any way. My class-
mates and I have had the same lack of response to
phone calls and letters addressing this matter.

Any republication of this article to help spread
the wor d would be greatly appreciated!

Thanks in advance for any assistance you can
offer.

Karen Sherwood

DONE discriminating 
against disabled/seniors?

Dear Beachhead,
This letter to Greg Nelson, General Manager,

DONE, is in response to their Elections Meeting of
May 18 in which various decisions were made to
require disabled and senior persons to “appear” in
order to be eligible to vote by absentee ballot in the
GRVNC elections:

“Dear Mr. Nelson,
Do you not think that the ill-advised idea of

demanding seniors and disabled appear physical-
ly in order to preserve their voting rights is con-
stitutionally discriminatory? It seems to me to be
this way, facially. Did you run this by the City
Attorney’s Office or not?”

Sincerely,

C.V. Beck, disabled person

Harassment of Venetians continues
Dear Beachhead,
The LAPD is continually harassing Venice resi-

dents...people are trying to feed the homeless and the
LAPD gives them tickets for unloading food in the
wr ong zone. Yesterday afternoon, the LAPD arranged
for a special huge tow-truck to come to the Rose
Avenue parking lot and haul away someone’s school
bus, leaving the owner homeless.

The sun was going down, people were playing
music and singing songs and the LAPD is towing
someone’s home away. No guilt, no shame is their
game.

Harass the poor, protect the rich - I was talking to
this police officer and he was telling me that most
rapes on the beach were committed by homeless peo-
ple. Give me a break! Most rapes are rapes committed
against a poor, defenseless mentally ill homeless
woman, who, for whatever reason, is camped out on
the beach. When is LAPD going to have training ses-
sions to get these poor deluded dudes on the police
force closer to reality? They live in their own little
world view of the planet - just puppets under the con-
trol of the LA. City Council, which really has very lit -
tle to do with most residents of Venice.

The lottery system sucks. It’s forcing people to
pay for a permit and then subject yourself to a lottery
system that is capricious by definition. All of the
musicians I know like to play on the Rose Avenue side
of the boardwalk, where it’s quieter and more homey
and mellow...fewer tourists...we are full-gr own adults
who would like to have a choice of where we can
stand on the boardwalk. Of course, we have favorite
places we like to play...

There are still many problems in Venice that
deserve more attention than the stupid lottery system.
There are lots of hard drugs in Oakwood, gang activi -
ty and real crimes going on that might be dealt with. 

Yuppie folk have moved into Oakwood and drive
recklessly around, endangering children and older
people, and bike riders. They’re all on their way to
yoga class, or coming back, not learning much in the
way of spirituality , as attested to the way they look
right through you. 

Venice is a unique mix of many cultures. It is our

Somebody Got it Right - Ed Gibbon

Dear Beachhead,
I don’t know who Ed Gibbon is, or how old

either, but your article this month was dead on. 
I was raised in Venice, brought here by my par-

ents when I was three in 1958 and I’ve seen all the dif -
ferent changes my city has gone through. 

Of all the good and bad changes by far the worst
and most arrogant are what the ?*&^%$# yuppies
have brought to Venice. This is not what I ever could
have imagined in Venice. 

To me the beauty of Venice has always been its
unique style and independent personality as opposed
to any other city where I have lived, not to mention
the simple beauty of the original homes in and around
the canals and near the beach. Now that’s all disap-
pearing thanks in part to these creatures that have no
roots in our concept of what Venice is to those who
have been here for so many decades. 

If you choose to live here why do you then barri -
cade yourself with ten foot high fences? Venice has
always been a melting pot of dif ferent colors and cul-
tur es, so why hide? Isn’t the ambiance of Venice the
reason people want to live here? I have always
believed that to be one of the main reasons to live here
but these yuppies apparently don’t think so. 

What makes Venice a great city is because you can
be, act and breathe whichever way you want. Why
change what Venice was meant to be: a great copy of a
great Italian city? 

Well as you can see I’m old school, but hey, isn’t
the original better?.... I THINK SO. 

Let Venice be Venice. If you want to live here....
then live and just leave Venice as is. If you can’t deal
with simple beauty, go south to Marina Del Rey you’ll
fit right in. My name is Horacio Becerra and I’m very
proud to be a TRUE VENETIAN. Thanks for your
time, Free Venice and Ed Gibbon.

Horacio Becerra

Venice is not doomed!

Dear Beachhead,
Last month, the Beachhead published an article

entitled, “The Decline and Fall of Venice,” by Ed
Gibbon.

I must take strong exception to Gibbon’s conclu-
sion, “Venice is doomed” and to these similar com-
ments which appeared in another publication: “Venice
as we have lived it is dead. A new Venice will replace
it.” Hearing such comments makes me think just how
appropriate is the expletive uttered by a Los Angeles
City Commissioner last month: “This is bullshit!”

Gibbon, at least, correctly identified the source of
most of Venice’s problems in the malevolent behavior
of the City of Los Angeles. 

But, he errors I believe, in concluding that the out-
come will be the doom of Venice. Venetians have been
successfully speaking truth to power for generations.
The onslaught of cruddy development projects with
which we are currently confronted is no more over-
powering than were past efforts to extend the Marina
ambiance to Rose Avenue. And we’ve always had in
Venice a thin layer of rabid right-wingers whining
about the hood, the dogshit, the hippies and the
homeless.

Venice is still alive and kicking because a great
many Venetians have taken time out of their daily
lives, or their TV viewing, to come together in organi-
zations that have brought carloads or busloads to
hearings, passed out flyers, distributed Beachheads,
collected petition signatures and formed a peaceful
army thousands who are determined to stay put.

If Venice is not the same counter-cultural haven it
was in the 60s, that’s because there is little cultur e in
mainstream society to counter. Ugly buildings are
found everywhere. Ar chitects seem to have been
reduced to mere designers of cool interiors for soulless
cuboid structur es. And who needs the Fox Venice
Theater if Hollywood has been cowed by the Bush
regime into producing only pro-military crap.

And has anyone noticed that housing prices are
nearly as expensive 20 miles inland as they are in
Venice? Come the crash, won’t be nobody here but us
squatters and homeless.

Funky Venice, ‘60s Venice, in-your -face Venice, let-
it-all-hang-out Venice, gettin’-high-and-goin’-to-the-
beach Venice is here to stay. Que viva Venice!

Jim Smith

–continued on page ten
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How Venice Voted:
Hahn creamed in Venice;
Rosendahl doubles Krisilof f

By Jim Smith
(based on final results)

In the end, it wasn't even close. Citywide,
Villaraigosa and Rosendahl won by landslides in
the May 17 runof f election. In Venice, it was a
massacre worthy of a Roger Corman horror
movie.

Antonio Villaraigosa, the former union
organizer and People's College of Law student,
ran up vote totals in Venice not otherwise seen
outside East Los. In the some precincts, the
Mayor -elect got 84 percent. He carried every
Venice precinct in zipcode 90291, that is, every-
thing north of Washington Blvd.

Bill Rosendahl, a former Venice resident and
TV personality, likewise trounced his opposition,
almost as decisively. He carried every precinct in
Venice, winning 68 percent of the vote. Unlike
Villaraigosa, he walked away with all four
precincts in the Oxford Triangle and the
Peninsula. 

The largest turnout for both candidates was
in the precinct that includes beleaguered Lincoln
Place. Both winning candidates picked up nearly
double the votes that they received in the aver-
age precinct. Both had written letters in support
of the Lincoln Place affordable housing complex,
while neither of their opponents bothered.

Winners and Losers

• Most Venice Progressives associated with the
neighborhood council endorsed and worked
hard for Villaraigosa and Rosendahl. Their
opponents associated with the Watchdawg
and Venice Forum, with a few exceptions,
supported the losers. The two winners were
correctly perceived as the more progressive
candidates. Villaraigosa had cast votes
against the Hahn-supported LAX expansion
plan and Playa Vista Phase II. Rosendahl
also spoke out against unbridled growth,
while Krisiloff was viewed with suspicion
by many due to her support of unpopular
development projects while a member of the
West L.A. Planning Commission.

• Racism was a big loser as a Latino was elect-
ed Mayor in spite of anti-immigrant agita-
tion and attacks on the candidate as a
“Mexican Nationalist.” In addition, Black-
Brown unity in L.A. received a concrete
demonstration as Villaraigosa handily car-
ried most of South Central. 

• Leaders of organized labor lost big with
their support of Hahn. Instead of standing
up against corruption and for "big picture"
issues, they stuck with the devil they knew,
and ended up looking like a special interest.
Because of the death of L.A. labor's head,
Miguel Contreras (the stress of his unten-
able position possibly contributing to his
heart attack), new leaders are going to have
to step in to fill the void and try to regain
credibility with their members - who voted
overwhelmingly for Villaraigosa - and with
the public at large.

• Dirty campaigns were a big loser. Mud -
slinging by the Krisilof f and Hahn cam-
paigns fell on deaf ears.

• And, growing interest in Venice cityhood is
likely to be put on the back burner while
Venetians give Villaraigosa and Rosendahl a
chance to prove themselves.

What to expect?

Will Villaraigosa be able to make the transi-
tion from a career as a legislator and coun-
cilmember to that of a public chief executive?
Much will depend on what he does in the first
100 days of his administration. The city bureau-
cracy really needs a good house cleaning. But,
this may fly in the face of his desire to be every-
one's friend by keeping most of Hahn's appoint -
ees and policies. If so, we may be looking at the
second four years of the Hahn administration,
sans Hahn.

Our new councilmember, on the other hand,
is a novice politician. Normally this would be a
big problem, but since the unelected Cindy
Miscikowski has so dramatically lowered expec-
tations, Rosendahl is likely to be cheered just
for showing up.

Alas, no honeymoon lasts forever. Will
Rosendahl turn out to be a progressive, as he
says he is? Venice will not be satisfied with less.
It's time for concern when the Beachhead urges a
vote for Rosendahl and he ignores it. And, when
Villagraigosa endorses him and he ignores that
too. Let's hope ol' Bill doesn't assume he can
take Venetians for granted because we have no
where else to go. When the going gets tough
down at city hall, Rosendahl may discover that
he needs us just as much as we need him.

On the other hand, perhaps we'll all live
happily ever after.

Bill has Balls
By John Davis

In the movie The Caine Mutiny , actor Fred
MacMurray spoke of intestinal fortitude. GUTS!
That is what I think our new Councilperson for
CD 11 has. Bill scarred me at first at a 2004
Halloween party sponsored by conservation
organizations banding together to save the
Ballona Bluffs.

Bill said to us that he revered a gigantic red-
wood tree in Northern California to whom he
had bonded. He said he took a bit of sap and
brought it home to nibble on occasionally.
Having lived in Humbolt County among the
great trees I became immediately skeptical. 

I thought, this is a democrat trying to bull -
shit me. I am of no declared political party and I
am facing a man who claims to eat tree sap. But
now I know it is true. Bill really is of a new
breed. Though he has affiliated himself with the
Democratic Party it seems only because he sees
this as a way to change. At his election night
party he claimed to be a "Progressive Democrat".
While the term progressive has been taken up by
many it can find its origins in the 1920s when
women and laborers stood up and let their voice
rise to political gain. Our new Mayor is an out-
spoken progressive too.

Together Bill and Antonio will be powerful
allies with progressives in Venice. 

Bill no longer scares me. Up until the night
of the election I thought this guy is just selling
me sap. He will be another Democratic Party
hack like Ruth Galanter who was elected upon a
solemn oath to save the Ballona Wetlands. Then
turning her back on those who elected her, she
fed the wetlands into the stinking teeth of bull -
dozers.

At nine on election night I pondered to walk
six blocks over to Bill’s party by the Dog Park.
Since there was no clear outcome to the election
at that late hour and to see if my skepticism over
another Democrat was warranted I went to the
party. Into the breech, as I had never attended
such a political event and expected to find only
strangers. 

Entering the party I was pleasantly surprised
to be swarmed with friends at the door and
throughout the entire delightful party. My col-
leagues from the Sierra Club, the Ballona Land
Trust, and the Grassroots Venice Neighbor hood
Council were there. So I was sold. And Bill spoke
with the eloquence of great orators of the past. 

He spoke truth to power while recognizing
the many people responsible for him entering
City Hall. And this man is unafraid. He stands
against Playa Vista Phase 2 and for the preserva-
tion of the historic Lincoln Place apartments in
Venice. Bill, like Congressman Maxine Waters
would aspire to see the Ballona Bluffs preserved
as a park and a place for Native Americans who
have been here for tens of thousands of years.
Bill has intestinal fortitude.

How Venice Voted for Mayor and City Council

Old mural on Ocean Front Walk (replaced by
“Starry Night.” Photo by Rich Mann.
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Lincoln Place Lives!

IN BRIEF...
MTA lot

The bus maintenance lot at Sunset, Pacific
and Main redevelopment is proceeding. An
Envir onmental Impact Report has been issued
and is available for perusal at the Vera Davis
Community Center and the Abbot Kinney
Library . The developers want to put a gated com-
munity in the middle of Venice. Many residents
would rather have an extension of the walk
streets that constitute the surrounding neighbor-
hood. So far, no hearing has been scheduled by
the city. If you want to get on the list to be noti -
fied about the hearing, contact Jimmy Liao at
213-978-1331.

More Redevelopment Projects
A hearing was held April 28 on another big

box project by developer Frank Murphy . This
one, at 202 5th Avenue, brought out quite a few
opponents from the neighborhood and the
GRVNC. The hearing officer, Lordes Green, will
make a decision sometime in June. 

Other recent project announcements include:
619-621 San Juan Ave., a 4-unit condo on one lot;
200 Pacific Ave., convert a triplex apartments into
3 condos; 622 Flower Ave., subdivide a 5,792 sq.
ft. lot to construct a duplex condo. demolish a
single-family home. 329 Rose Ave.; 2 new con-
dos.

Plans can be seen at L.A. City Hall. Call first:
213-798-1343.

In addition the city has plans for the sewer
pumping station at 140 Hurricane Ave. The
Envir onmental Impact Report can be seen at the
Abbot Kinney Library .

Appeal of Graham statue in the Circle
An appeal by five Venetians of a city of L.A.

decision to place a “Torso” by Robert Graham in
the Venice Circle was heard by the Public Works
Commission on May 23.

The three Commissioners listened politely
and then voted unanimously to deny the
appeals. Opponents of the monument will now
take their case to the California Coastal
Commission at an upcoming meeting.

New Rapid Bus to the Airport
Venetians will soon have a quick and cheap

way to get to LAX. On June 27, the Santa Monica
Bus Line will inaugerate a “Rapid Blue” bus on
Lincoln Blvd. that they say will be 30 percent
faster than the regular #3 line. The only stops in
Venice will be at Rose, California and Venice
Blvds. The fare remains 75 cents. For questions
by 451-5444.

New (old) publication hits the streets
The Beachhead Collective is a firm opponent

of the concentration of the media in fewer and
fewer corporate hands. So it's nice to see the
Venice Paper reemerge after a six-month hiatus.
In its new magazine format, the publication will
add indie film to its focus on art, architecture,
surfing, skating and the 'hood, says owner and
publisher Tibby Rothman. 

By Sheila Bernard.

Tenants at Lincoln Place are rebuffing efforts
by owner AIMCO (Apartment Investment
Management Co.) to displace them and demol-
ish the historic complex. Aimco is misreading
the law and misinforming tenants about their
rights. The current issue is a little-known and to-
our-knowledge-never-litigated part of the Ellis
Act concerning who is disabled.

According to the Ellis Act, tenants who are
at least sixty-two years old and tenants who are
“disabled” are entitled to one-year notice of their
units being removed from the rental market. For
the definition of “disabled”, the Ellis Act refers
to Government Code Section 12955.3, which
defines “disability” as any condition, impair -
ment, disorder, or disease that would limit a
major life activity . The definition includes many
fairly common conditions, and the code states
that it is intentionally broad. 

Based upon this definition, most of the 175
families at Lincoln Place who are staying to fight
the Ellis evictions qualify for the one-year notice,
and have informed AIMCO that they qualify .
AIMCO responded by asking for proof that the
tenants qualify as disabled under the much-
more narrow federal and state definitions, which
do not apply. Tenants responded with a letter
informing Aimco that it is misreading the law.

We will see whether AIMCO decides to
accept what the law says or whether they choose
to open up another front in their assault upon
the Lincoln Place community . If that is AIMCO’s
choice, tenants will respond appropriately.

The 175 households who are staying have
shown great courage in the face of enormous
pressure from AIMCO, one of the largest land-
lords in the United States. In addition to fighting
the Ellis Act, tenants are also in litigation with
the City of LA over the City’s impr oper granting
of a subdivision which would include demoli -
tion of Lincoln Place. These households need the
support of the community for their legal effort,
which will benefit renters not only at Lincoln
Place, but throughout California. Tax exempt
donations can be sent to LPTA, p.o.box 1312,
Venice 90294.9AM-1PM, May 20.

Venetians are urged to come to the
Oakwood Recreation Center, 767 California
Avenue to take part in a massive community
clean up effort. 

The Venice Community Housing Corp.
(VCHC) is offering free bus transportation for
schools that would like to bring their entire
classroom. Free T-shirts and lunch will be pro-
vided to everyone who calls 390-8555 to register
in advance. 

Last year more than 250 local youth partici -
pated in the event. According to local resident
and VCHC board member Jataun Valentine, “the
youth worked really hard and were determined

ATTENTION VENETIANS:
The J ul y issue will be our special

centennial edition. We’ d lik e your help –
1. Please send us your remenscences of past years in Venice.
2. Send us your comments on any of the following:

* Who is the most significant person in Venice history (excluding
Abbot Kinney), and why?

* What was it like to live in Venice in the 1930s? 40s? 50? 60?
* When was the Golden Age of Venice?
* What is the best form of government for Venice?
* Who is your favorite Venice poet? Venice singer? Venice writer?

Venice painter? Venice Plumber? etc. and why?
* What is your favorite book, movie, play about Venice?

Send by email (preferred) at Beachhead@freevenice.org or by mail to
Beachhead, POB 644, Venice 90294 by June 17.

to leave the Oakwood neighborhood spotless
and sparkling… all of my neighbors were
encouraged by their relentless efforts to do
something for their community .”

Co-sponsors include: Mark Twain Middle
School, Oakwood Recreation Center, Venice
2000, the City of Los Angeles Community
Development Department, Community Outr each
for Prevention & Education (COPE) and Inside
Out Community Arts.

Documentary Film on Lincoln Place
This second documentary about Lincoln

Place Apartments tenants' struggle to save their
homes has been in progress since February -
and help is needed!

To get a bit closer to understanding our
passionate convictions, please take a virtual
tour through this 55-year-old historic Venice
neighborhood: www .lincolnplace.net

Or a drive, or walk, through this 33-acre
property may also enhance your appreciation of
the Modern Architectur e Garden Apartment
Movement of the ‘50s.

Just imagine all homes re-occupied, those
“empty meadows” refilled, the original land-
scaping better maintained, those 340 matur e
trees appreciated and cared for, and this com-
munity of renters continuing to make history!

If you want to help our cause with your
kind in-kind contributions (food for crew; lend
lighting or sound or additional camera pack-
ages for upcoming shoots; production assis-
tance;) - your credits are also assured!

The first 35-min. educational documentary
by UCLA Anthr opology professor Karen
Brodkin, another Venice resident, was released
in 1995 and distributed nationwide by UC
Berkeley.

This second educational doc, UPDATE!
shows tenants' courageous stand to preserve
their homes, as they are forced to learn how to
continue living normal lives - despite out-of-
state corporate, bottom-line only, attacks. The
tenants must navigate through local legal jun-
gles and State Historic Resources agendas; and
try to calm our neighbors' states of angst, most-
ly produced by harrassing, pressuring “r eloca-
tion methods” since Fall 2004.

Please note on your check: Documentary
UPDATE! Mail to: m.e.i. venice productions,
c/o LPHC dba LPTA, POB 1312, Venice 90294.

LPHC [Lincoln Place Housing Corporation]
is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization, thus your
contributions are tax-deductible.For more infor -
mation: LPTA Hotline: 281-6877 or Production
Office: 392-3791- e-mail: info@lincoln place.net
or meiearth@earthlink.net
– Ingrid Mueller (Lincoln Place resident since 1988)

Support

P.O. Box 1312, Venice, CA 90294
24hr. Hotline: 310.281.6877
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On May 25 in Pershing Square, an
organized protest attracted thousands of
public employees who spoke out against
broken promises to schools and open attacks
on the working classes of California. The
dual protests occurred simultaneously in
both downtown Los Angeles and
Sacramento. Attendees herded in from Santa
Barbara, Long Beach and everywhere in
between. Bus drivers, SEIU members,
health-care workers, students, children, fam-
ilies and helicopters were heard loud and
clear on and above the streets of LA oppos-
ing a looming ‘special election.’ (Republicans
LOVE special elections!) 

In a latest attack against the REAL
heroes in our culture, Schwarzenegger is
unleashing another round of misogyny
described as ‘reforms’ onto our most impor -
tant vocational resource. The large and
broad group is courageously confronting the
corporate puppet, known as the Governor,
but better known for bad acting and ultra-
violent movies marketed to childr en. 

''Teachers are joining with parents, fir e-
fighters, nurses and many others who are
fed up with this governor's broken promises
and his plans for a wasteful $80 million spe-
cial election that favors special interests,''
said Barbara E. Kerr, president of the 335,00
member California Teachers Association.
''These rallies in Sacramento and Los
Angeles are sending a message that the gov-
ernor isn't fighting special interests, he's
fighting us.”

The Governor recently described the
public sector, including teachers and union
members, as being a ‘special interest group.’
Ironically, he has received more contribu -
tions from ‘special interest groups’ (of the
corporate sort) than any Governor in state
history.

Proposed Reforms, Schwarzenegger style:

The Special Election: Schwarzenegger’s pro-
posed $80 million ‘special election’ is about
initiatives that working people don’t need,
want or support. Insult to injury , his cronies
at Enron and connections in Hollywood
aren’t footing the bill. We are. Me and you.
We’ll pay for it, then suffer the conse-
quences. 

Broken Promises: Arnie is reneging on his prom-
ise to pay back the money he owes to public
education. In 2004-05, he borrowed $2 billion
with the promise to repay when the economy
impr oved. California's revenues for 2004-2005
rose by more
than $6.4 bil -
lion dollars.
Despite this
fact, he refus-
es to honor
his promise
to public
education
and to pro-
vide schools
with their
fair share of
new state
revenues. He
offers no
excuses why
the money
has not been repaid. Incidentally , the
Gropenator ’s kids attend private, not public
schools in LA’s wealthy Westside. 

Pension Reforms: This statewide scheme is simi -
lar to the Social Security scam Bush is peddling
nationwide. The motive being to send a lifeline
to his buddies on Wall Street and the flailing US
stock market by re-allocating Cal-STRS and Cal-
PERS into the stock market. STRS & PERS are
current retirement pensions that are automatical-
ly invested in conservative guaranteed accounts.
About 8% of public employees’ gross salary goes
into these accounts where it is matched and
grows slowly , safely, securely. These same adjec-
tives also describe the reasons people enter into
these professions. Not to get rich quick or to play
the stock market, but to live modestly yet com-
fortably in retirement years. Most justify the hor-
rible pay of a school teacher by looking forwar d
to a secure retirement. (Although this is becom-
ing a myth, as the years and Republicans go by)

By yanking the pensions from a stable envi-
ronment and forcing their hard earned money
into a risky, Las Vegas style, no guarantees stock
market is stirring outrage among the very people
it will affect. Cries of “No groping our public
pensions!” could be heard in the crowds. 

Prop. 98: A minimum funding guarantee, Prop
98 is threatened with being gutted while allow -
ing the administration to cut public education
and state programs at least twice in a given year.
In addition to the $2 billion he borrowed and
hasn’t paid back, Schwarzenegger hopes to leave

classrooms at well below
Prop 98’s current minimum
funding levels. Teachers
wages are also threatened.

No Child Left Behind:
Though nationwide and not
open to a democratic process,
NCLB was pushed through
by Bush and drastically
affects California’s schools. A
sneaky, complex Bill that
forces public schools to
report to the Pentagon the
names of childr en eligible for
the US military , in exchange
for desperately needed fund -
ing. Schools must let military
personnel onto campus to

lur e the young and disadvantaged into the mili -
tary as a means to pay for escalating college
costs that even middle class families can no
longer afford. The Bill also imposes near impos-
sible standards onto teachers where they must
take endless multiple choice tests. Critics of the
Bill say the criteria are unrealistic, oppressive
and nearly impossible to meet. The ulterior
motive of NCLB is to create a system of failur e
where the government must come in, declare
destruction and ‘privatize.’ Nicknamed ‘Leave
no Academic Testing Company Behind,’ the
Legislation is looked upon as a joke, but it isn’t
really funny.

While California boasts the fifth largest econ-
omy in the world, it ranks 46th, or closest to last,
in education. With Arnie’s proposed cuts,
California is poised to ascend to the heights of
hypocrisy. Despite its enviable youth cultur e
exported internationally , the Golden State
imprisons more of its youth than anywhere in
the world. Combined with a dying education
system, Martin Luther King was eerily correct
when he said “A nation that continues year after
year to spend more money on military defense
than on programs of social uplift is approaching
spiritual death.” 

Special Interests Call for Special Elections
















