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Cinco de Mayo
at Penmar Park.
The day cele-
brates a victori-
ous battle by
Mexicans over
an occupying
power.

By Jim Smith

were outraged at being called “white

supremacists,” “white crackers,” and simi
lar names by Venetians of color. Most of the
insults occurred outside the Vera Davis
McClendon Center (named for a late, great Black
Venetian) as they were entering a Venice
Neighborhood Council meeting. One instance
occurred during public comment at the meeting,
but the speaker was quickly interrupted by
members of the board.

While the email lists and internet message
boards, which are overwhelmingly white, have
been abuzz with indignation ever since, the larg-
er question has not been addressed. Is there
racism in Venice?

My observation after 35 years in Venice leads
me 1o answer in a resounding yes. Venice is still
segregated, and still subject to different police
practices for members of different races

In the old days racism and discrimination
were much more overt. Blacks were allowed to
live only in Oakwood. Real Estate restrictions in
Venice and elsewhere prevented white property
owners from selling to Blacks, Mexicans, Chinese
and others. The KKK had a chapter in Venice.
Their office was near where the post office annex
now stands. When long-time residents of Venice
who happened to be of Japanese origin were
rounded up and put in concentration camps dur-
ing WW I1, we heard no protest from the “great-
est generation.”

In spite of it all, Venice continues to be a
multi-racial city. Even with segregation, many
Venetians find ways to embrace the racial diver-
sity of this odd-ball beach town. In fact, so much
embracing has gone on that more than 1,700
Venetians are of “mixed race” according to the

I ast month, a number of white Venetians

Are We There Yet?

By Carol Fondiller

Several decades ago, | owned a bike, one of
many. She was a beaut. Built for comfort, not for
speed, with her fat balloon tires and broad com-
fortable seat, we had many adventures, my bike
and 1. She was hefty. A *50s (or earlier) girls
Schwinn bike. She had a distinct personality, sta-
ble, and curvy. She was painted with bright blue
enamel paint. If she had an engine she would
have been a Hudson. She was called Prunella. [
swear she named herself.

Prunella was the sort of bike lusted after by
surfers, She was easy to steer, even if you were
lugging a surf board under one arm, and
wearing a wet suit. If Prunella got sand
in her chains, she was easily cleaned.
One early November evening, [ left
Prunella outside my place for just a
minute to get something I forgot. 1
came outside, and witnessed the
ABDUCTION of my Prunella.

I ran screaming afier the two prepubescent
males who, by their dress were matriculating in
Gangers 101. Oh Prunella! Prunella! Bike o’ my
heart! My partner in cruising along the alleys and
streets of Venice in the darkling dusk, with the
scents of night blooming jasmine, honeysuckle,

2000 census, Those whites who are blinded by
their racism unfortunately miss the rich diverse
cultural texture that make Venice, well Venice.
Because of past legal restrictions on their mobili-
ty many Black, Native American and Latino
families came to Venice in its early days and
never left. To be a third and forth generation
Venetian of color is much more common than it
is among white Venetians,

None of this had deterred a condescending
or even hostile attitude from newcomers who
are white. A white friend told me that one
evening last month when she was standing out-
side a community center located on the Black-
white border of Venice with one of the Black
women who works there, a white man came by
walking his dog. When he was asked not to

continued on page 4

gasoline, and frijoles refritos blessing my nostrils,
gone gone stolen, to perhaps be ravaged for her
parts - [ spent days raging and crying against
those vile little brats who stole my Prunella. “In
the old West, they used to hang people for steal-
ing a man’s horse,” I moaned. “T could describe
those nasty little humanoid sociopaths!”

A friend, who'd heard this aria before, said
“Well lemme git mah dawg, mah pickup, a case o'
Coors an” mah gun an’ hunt ‘em down lahk the
veller little varmints lhe_v are.” “OK", I said, "but
you don't have a pickup”...My dear friend, mas
ter of the quirked eyebrow—quirked. "Oh, 1 get it,

I'll fold up my white sheets.”

E [ wish I could say this was the only
time my rage took over my brain
squelching all but a ravening hunger
for vengeance. But luckily, T was
= brought up by rational ethical parents
and their friends, various Jungian

shrinks, etc. So generally I cooled it, mum-
bling, sulking, holding my sense of personal
injury close to my heart while soaking in a warm
bathos of self-pity.

When 1 saw the images of the abuse and tor-
tures of Iraqi prisoners, [ was shamed. I was
shocked, But [ recognized the feelings that engen-
dered those actions against people who were
powerless, and dependent on superiors for their
survival, I had those feeling also. If I'd have
caught thase nasty little boys with my bike, I
might have beaten the crap out of them. If my
friend were of a mind we might have cruised the
alleys, terrifying children in the quest for my
Prunella. I was furious. I was frustrated. T was
wronged. Those creepy little grem-
lins, less than human. I did noth- =
ing to harm them; why me? [ saw Horrific
the pictures again—the naked bod- photos on
ies, hooded victims, the smiling page 8
youthful soldiers joking and point-
ing at their prisoners.

They looked all too familiar.

I have a book called “Willing Executioners”
about the willing participation of most of the
German population in the extinction of the Jews in

—continued on page 4

June 27 Election in Venice
May Be Postponed

Al press time, it was unclear whether the
scheduled June 27 Venice Neighborhood
Council election would take place, or be post-
poned for up to 90 days.

On May 20, the Grass Roots Venice
Neighborhood Council (GRVNC) voted to
hold the election as scheduled, in spite of
opposition from the anti-Progressive caucus
group, which had filed a petition for bylaw
revisions that would make the GRVNC more
restrictive. A May 6 vote on the petition car-
ried six of seven revisions.

However, the GRVNC is only semi-
autonomous from the city of Los Angeles. The
city’s Dept. of Neighborhood Empowerment
(DONE) was not yet ruled on the validity of
the May 6 vote, nor on an earlier set of bylaw
provisions approved by the GRVNC Board.

On May 25, DONE's chief, Greg Nelson,
urged GRVNC's Board, “in the strongest pos-
sible way,” to delay the election for 90 days.

GRVNC has called a Board meeting for
7PM, June 7, at the Vera Davis Center to con-
sider what to do about the election.
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The Thought Police are rising
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Vanguard Lives!

Dear Beachhead,

Just wanted to send you a clarification in regards
to your page 5 notice of the proposed plan for the
Venice Vanguard building at 120 Mildred.

The proposed new construction is to be done on
the adjoining vacant lot (1902 Strongs Drive) thus
retaining the existing building at 120 Mildred as is
(except for a new stucco/ paint job and restoring the
original exterior lighting).  The entire plan for the
building is to save the existing structure, not to
destroy i, as your notice suggests,

1f you have any questions regarding the propased
plan, please feel froe to contact me and 1 will be happy
to walk you through it.

PS. « 1 have been a resident of Venice for 13 years
and there is no one that cares more for this building
and its significance to the street and community, than
me.

Thank you.

Danny Kaplan

(The information in last month's Beachhead come
from a mitigated negative declaration statement filed
with the city. We're glad to hear that the Vanguard
building won't be distigured - I'd.}

Election messed up, says Reader

Dear Beachhead,

I voted against the initiative to change voter quali-
fications for membership in the Venice Neighborhood
Counail. [ did so for a variety of good reasons,

1 am writing this letter, however, not to argue
about the substance of that initiative but to ask for
clarification of the voting process. As | approached
the table to get my ballot, | was startled to see that
one of the people handing out the ballots was wearing
a “VOTE NO” sign on his shirt. At the same moment, |
heard an agitated female voice behind me asking this
person why none of the people handing out ballots
was wearing a “VOTE YES” sign. He blew her off.

1 was starthed because the image of someone
handing out ballots p ly displaying his own
position on the vote taking place violated everything |
have leamed over a lifetime of voting. How did this
come to happen? And 1 am not asking a narrow, tech-
nical question about whether or not the regulations
governing the vote did or did not permit this. Tam
asking how anyone thought that such disregard for
the norms of democratic voting was not going to get
the same negative reaction from voters ON BOTH
SIDES OF THE ISSUE!

Richard Abcarsan

(Even the GRVNC Board thought the election was
screwed up. See their statement, below: - £d.)

Election messed up, says Board

May 20, 2004

To: Department of Neighborhood Empowerment

From: Grass Roots Venice Neighborhood Council
Board

Re: May 6 Special Ebection Meeting for Bylaws
Modifications

The GRVNC Board believes that its published
election timetable, including an on-site election june
27, should go forward.

The GRVNC Board would like to convey the fol-
lowing concerns we have about the special election
meeting and the bylaws modifications voted on, May
6, at a speaial election meeting,

1. The May 6 election was flawed due to lack of

supervision and procedures:

Neither the Board, nor the Executive Committec,
was in control of the May 6 election process. The
Ebection C ittee did not ter the election.
The committee did not count the number of valid sig-
natures on the petition. Because of this failure, it was
not determined until after the election that only 44 sig-
natures - six less than the required number - were
from voting members. GRVNC bylaws (Article X) state
that one has to be a “Voting Member” to be able to
sign the initiative petition. The bylaws also state
{Article 111, Section B) that “proof of community stake-
holder status will be required for voting rights to be
effected.”  There is no indication that any of the sign-
ers of the initiative have shown such proof of status.
Indeed, the petition itself implies self-affirmation of
stakeholder status was used. [t states “By mw signa-
ture below, 1 certify that [ am a Venice Stakeholder...”
The “self-affirmation” credentialing is not approved
vet by DONE for Vating Members,

At the election meeting, the processing of voters
and counting of ballots was left up to volunteers some
of whom had no training. A lack of poll worker train-
ing and oversight as well as immature election proce-
dures and a lack of poll worker instructions failed,
amaong other things, to make it chear that all voters
should be given at least a provisional ballot. The 30

ETTERS -
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voters without identification who were given provi-
sional ballots found them stamped "void.” In addi-
tion, two GRVNC Board members were refused a bal-
lot because they did not have identification! Voters
were not allowed to vole by showing their GRNVC
voter registration card as had been the past practice.
Other voters complained that they were not allowed a
secret ballot, since their registration information was
stapled to the ballot. There was no one clearly in
charge. Voters received varying treatment depending
upon whom they approached for a ballot. Some
reported being treated rudely by election volunteers,

The ballot itself was in violation of the bylaws,
Art X, Sect, B: “All revisions to the By-laws should
use strikethroughs to denote deletions from the By~
laws and underl to denote additions to the By-
laws”

The election was conducted in a cramped lobby
where there was a constant stream of people going to
and from the Town Hall meeting in the adjacent audi-
torium. “Vote Yes” and “Vote No” flyers were boft on
the tables next to whene people wene voting.

The Board failed in its obligation to provide an
election environment that ensured a fair process
where all voters were treated with respect. The Board
sincerely apologizes to any and all stakeholders who
were insulted or inconvenienced

In addition, the election was flawed by circum-
stances beyond the Board's control, Voters at the May
6 Special Election Meeting may have made their choics
es based on deliberately false and misleading informa-
tion provided by some of the petitioners.

This false and misleading information included a
flyer, “Who Speaks for Venice? (attached), that was
distributed throughout the community.

1t states that the question of who speaks for
Venice would be decided by the May 6 vote: (1) “Is it
you and your neighbors « people who live, work, rent
or own property here?” (2) “Or is it simply anyone
who belongs to an organization with “Venice-related
activities™

In addition, the flyer claims “fraud... plagued last
year's ehection”

These false allegations that outsiders control, or
will control, the neighborhood council, and that the
current board won the election because of fraud,
would impel many, if not most, reasonable stakehold-
ers - absent an investigation of the facts - to vote for
the petition, [t cannot be assumed that voters would
have supported the specific provisions in the petition
had it not been for serious misrepresentations of fact.

Since the petitioners included several candidates
n last vear’s election and incumbent board members
in 2003, it can be reasonably assumed they knew that
only one case of fraud was found by cither DONE or
the League of Women Voters, That instance was Marta
Evry’s voting by absentee ballot for her dog, Raku
Bowman. From their previous involvement in the
neighborhood council, the petitioners also knew that
all 20 Board members are Venice residents and that
anly a small percentage of absentee ballots in the 2006
election came from outside Venice (and these were
from property owners and Venice workers as well as a
handful of volunteers in Venice organizations).

Therefore, the Board cannot endorse any of the
provisions cither on their merits or as an indication of
stakeholder sentiments.

2. We are concerned that some of the specific

language in the proposed modifications, voted

on May 6, is either inadequate, confusing or dis-
enfranchises genuine stakeholders,

This includes the following;

Bylaws Change 21 - Art. 1l - Membership

A. GRVNC Community Stakeholders

This change would restrict the definition of
“work” as a criteria for being a stakeholder. This pro-
vision would disenfranchise artists on the Ooean Fromt
Walk who work everyday but are restricted by ordi-
nance to donations (If this provision s approved it
could trigger another petition to include them.), It
would also disqualify non-resident board members of
Venice organizations such as the Chamber of
Commerce or the Venice Housing Corporation who
are reimbursed with a stipend or not at all. [t provides
for no means of verifying whether the stakeholder
qualifies under these restrictions, such as at least 30
days employment. It also denies eligibility to workers,
and noneresident business owners, to vote for district
representatives, while allowing non-resident property

FOR THE RECORD:

The May Beachhead article on Tenet
Healthcare (The Littic Hospital That Could, by
Theresa Hulme) did not identify the hospital
where 80 percent of heart surgeries performed
were unnecessary. It was the Redding Medical
Center.




=continued from page two
owners 10 vote in those elactions. There is nothing in
the city charter that gives property owners greater sta-
tus than workers in regard to neighborhood coundils.

Bylaws Change #2 - Art. VI - Elections -

Registration

D. Registration

This provision requines even those “who qualify
as current Community Stakeholders” to again show
“proof” that they are eligible to vote. At the May 6
Spedal Elections Meeting, many local residents were
rurned away because they were not carrying ID,
Others, incduding at least ome Board member, were
offered the opportunity to cast provisional ballots,
which were not counted. Because of a theoretical pos-
nbxl\ty ut nom-qualified stakeholders mtmg ballots,

ds of stakeholders will be required in future
elections to prove that they are indeed Venice stake-
holders.

The Board is opposed to any system of verifica-
tion that makes it mare difficult to vote in a neighbor-
hood coundl] election than to vote for president of the
United States,

Bylaws Change #3 - Art. VI - Elections -

Qualification

E. Qualification

This provision would raise the voting age in

ghborhood coundl el from 16 to 18, There is
no indication on the ballot that voters knew they were
raising the voting age, and thus disenfranchising
Vendce youth. The ballot did not state what was pro-
posed to be changed per the bylaws: “All revisions to
the By-laws should use strikethroughs to denote dele-
tions from the By-laws and underlines to dencte addi-
tions to the By-Jaws.” (Art. X, Sect. B)

Bylaws Change 24 - Art. VI - Elections - Proof of

stakeholdenhip

F Credentialy

This provision requires that credentials be shown
both to register and to vote, The list of credentials is
deficent in several respects. It includes a valid pass-
port (which dowsn't kst a home address thereby allow-
ing anyone to vote). Another is a pay stub from an
employer within the GRVNC boundasies. This is the
only credential that would apply to workers.
However, a pay stub containg confidential salary infor
mation that a stakeholder might not want to show to a
mighbor who is checking credentials, In addition, not
all Venice workers get a pay stub with a Venice
address on it, Stores like Ralphs, Sav-on, RiteAid, etc.
do their payroll out of a regional office, henoe disquali-
fying their employees.

In addition, there are no credentials for non-resd-
dent property owners. If their tenants pay the utiity
bills, then how are property owners to qualify to votw?
Missing from the st of credentials is a rent receipt
that would be helpful to residents and to business
owners who rent their store.

This provision does provide for additional
“proof” of stakeholder status to be adopted by the
Rules and Elections Committes, but then makes the
adoption process more cumbersome than the current
procedure for changing the bylaws.

Bylaws Change #5 - Art. VI - Elections - Voting

for a District Representative

G. Voting

This provision restates the ineligibility of non-res-
dential workers (and business owners) to vote in dis-
trict elections, while allowing non-residential property
owners 1o vote (See Bylaws Change 21, above).

Bylaws Change 26 - Art. VI - Elections -

Changing election procedures

H. Election Procedures

This provision makes it more difficult to create
election rules than tod\mge the bylaws. By requiring
dual approval of election rules by 2 2/3 majority of the
Board AND a majority of the Voting Membership (pre-
sumably only those voting), it makes it exceedingly
difficult to meet a normal timetable for preparing for
an election.

Bylaws Change 27 - Art. VI - Elections -

Absentes voting

I. Absentee voting

This provision was not approved in the special
elaction meeting

3. Summary:

1. The Board wishes the upcoming Board elec-
tion to take place in accord with the bylaws
and as previgusly scheduled and publicized.
2. The Board asks that DONE provide more
guidance and assistance to all-volunteer
neighborhood councils who are attempting to
conduct proper and fair elections with limited
training and expertise.

This memo was approved by the GRVNC Board,
May 20, 2004

Approving: Zoe Garaway, Peggy Lée Kennedy,
Tum O'Meara, Lydia Poncé, Il.m Smith, Alice Stek,

Th Jataun Val Laddie Williams
and Shedla Bemud (Chairing and not voting, but in
support),

Opposing: DeDe Audet, Bonnie Cheesernan, Greg
Fitchitt, Dennis Hathaway, Paul Ryan, Sabrina
Venakus, Kelley Willis
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City Foils Coastal Commission

By John Davis

The Califorraa Coastal Commussion Staff has
rejected the Venice Specific and the Oxford
Specific Plans as incomplete. Completed plans
are needed to qualify for a certified Local Coastal
Program (LCP} for Veruce.

Many commuruties i the Califorraa Coastal
Zone already have LCPs that allow the local enti-
ties more jurisdiction over development and
manaj t of coastal res 5

Venice already has a Land Use Plan (LUP)
that was certified in 2001. Now the City is sup-
posed to provide the Coastal Commission Staff
with all information to prove that the Venice
Specific Plan (VSP) is in conformance with
Chapter Three of the Califorrua Coastal Act.
Chapter Three Policies are stningent so that a bal-
ance between development and preservation of
valuable coastal resources can be achieved.

The City has failed to submit even enough
information for the Commussion staff to began the
evaluation process. Deputy Dhrector Debra Lee of
the Commission has endorsed a request for fur-
ther data from the City of Los Angeles.

Here in order are some of those materials
requested by the State Coastal Commussion in a
letter of February 13 and City Plansung Director
Con Howe's responses of Apnl 28, some of
which are summarized:

RESOLUTION OF SUBMITTAL

* CCC REQUEST- State in City whereas resolu-
tion that the LCP is intended to be carried out in
a manner fully in conformity with the Coastal
Adt. Note the start date.

* CITY RESPONSE - An amended resolution will
be submitted to the City Counail and this should
not slow the process,

LAMC SECTIONS AND ISSUANCE ORDI-
NANCE

* CCC REQUEST = Submit Los Angeles Munmia-
pal Codes (LAMC) referred to in the VSP requis-
ed by the Califorrua Code of Regulations as well
as "all policies, plans, standards, objectives, dia-
grams, drawings, maps, photographs and sup-
plementary data in sufficient detail to allow
review of the LCP for conformity with the
Coastal Act requirements.” Note: The City failed
to subnut 10 sections of the LAMC and a section
of the City Charter.

* CITY RESPONSE = The City will submut the
Municpal Codes but “not for certification”! The
reason stated by the City Director of Planwung 1s
that it would put a “tremendous and unmanage-
able workload on City staff. .. There is no need to
additionally certify these other procedures”.
State Laws, the Califorrua Coastal Act, and other
applicable laws require the City to comply with
the Coastal Conumussion request to certify the
LCP. City Plaswung Director Howe fails to even
respond to the other requests.

OTHER LAMC SECTIONS

* CCC REQUEST - Submit “all parts of the
LAMC that could be used to implement the LCP,
induding the procedures that the City could use
for approving vanances or exceptions from LCP
standards” ~Continued on Page 10

LINCOLN CENTER PROJECT REJECTED
BY L.A. PLANNING COMMISSION

The city of Los Angeles Planning Com-
mussion, May 13, rejected the proposed Lincoln
Center Development. This plqtd would have
been the largest ¢ 1al d in
Venice. The pair of six-story bu:ldmgs would
have stretched from Lake Street along Lincoln
Blvd. to the alley next to Palms Blvd (the area
that Ralph's, Rite Aid, Ross and the old
Wherehouse building now occupy).

The Commission began by calling on
developers/architects Sam Adams and Jai Pal
Khalsa to explain their project. Adams took
one Jook around the room, which was packed
with opponents of project, and asked the
< pssion for a i This request
was derued, somewhat indignantly.

After about a 15 minute presentation by
the developers, the Commission noted the 40-
plus requests to speak in opposition the project
from Venetians who had trekked down to City
Hall, and asked if a smaller number would
speak. Representatives of the Venice
Community Coalition and the Neighborhood
Council d and reviewed the project’s
problems with traffic, excessive hexghl. impact
on local businesses, lack of an environmental

outrageous projects would come along and
then we would be as miserable as everyone else
(not a direct quote).

The project which was proposed nearly a
year and a half ago aroused a storm of protest
around Venice. Meetings were held in which
more than 200 people turned out in opposition,
the Beachhead ran numerous articles 1
it, and Jast June an anti-Lincoln Center slate
was elected to the neighborhood coundl.

The project began at seven stonies and 75
feet in hughl but was revised downward to six
stories and 66 feet, with two floors of retal
space and four floors containing 280 apartment
units. It was still deemed much too tall for the

The disapproval of this monstrous project
was a big victory for the community. When it
had first been proposed, several members of
the old Land Use and Planning Commuttee said
that would be impossible to stop to project.
They took the position that it would be better
to wrangle some concessions from the develop-
ers. Not enough was gained, however, for the
hundreds of locals who insisted on standing up

impact report and the Il unveneti

of the devel The Commission also
heard from Kevin Kellex, chief planning deputy
to L.A. Counalmember Cindy Misakowski.
Keller said Cindy M. suy a mixed-use
development at this site but opposed this par-
ticular one.

The Commission seemed to waver in favor
of approving the development, if it was moved
forward on the Jot to the Lincoln Blvd.
frontage. Ulimately, ihey vo‘ltd ho dsappnwe
the project, as
Oﬂm Jon Foreman. But before lhal two com-

3 Mitchell M and David Burg
felt it necessary to lecture the - that is
- the Venetians who had come downtown for
the hearing. We were told not to celebrate the
disapproval too gleefully because soon more

t the project and ultimately beating it.
The Venice Community Coalition was
formed by Penmar-area neighbors who were
incensed by the project. This group was behind
the very successful "Envision Veruce™ work-
shop, Nov. 15, that brought out hundreds of
people to discuss a community vision for
Lincoln Blvd. Needless to say, that vision did
not include this opment,

It was also a big victory for the Progressive
Slate on the Grass Roots Venuce Neighborhood
Council They had campaigned against the
project and put the neighborhood council on
record in opposition to it, i contrast to the
majonty of the previous councl and land use

commnuttee.
~Jim Smith

-
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A We There Yé"l‘?

—~continued from Page One

WWIL There are pictures of smiling voung soldiers
placing their feet on the backs of bearded old men in
their yarmulkes and prayer shawls. There are photos
showing soldiers and civilians forcing men and
women to dance, rifles pointed at the feet of their
K:sum rs. There are excerpts of letters they sent

me telling of how proud they were to rid the
world of Jewish vermin,

There were several stories a few years ago about
a sheriff who forced his prisonens to sleep in tents,
depriving them of “treats”™ like hot meals and coffee.
These prisoners were worked hard, physically pun-
sshed, deprived of newspapers and books except for
the Bible and given pink underwear. This, | guess to
make them feel less than men, and to dessex them

One of the accused guards in Abu Ghraib prison
was an ex-prison guard. I believe this man was a
civilian guard leased out by Halliburton.

The most telling to me, was the picture of a
fresh faced little pixae pointing her gloved fingers in
a trigger position at hooded and /or naked

“detainees”—so much for the superior sensibilities
of the “fairer sex.” We are just as good as men and
just as vile,

[ know these crimes committed by our military
and our wardens are not as horrific as the Nazi
atrocities of WWII, or other genocides ranging from
the Persian annihilation of indigenous people BCE,
or the killing ficlds of Armenia or Vietnam or Russia,
but its only n degree, my friends, only in degree.

When | got over my shame “we're not supposed
to do that! We're better than that!” to quote
Rumsfeld, “Oh my."...The Palestmians blow up
women and children, likewise the Israclis—brought
up with Jewish guilt, I find that hard to face.

I guess | remember some Jew saying “Event-
vally, we will forgive the Palestinians for killing our
children, but we will never forgive ourselves for
killing theirs.”

[ was surprised that some of the participants in
the abuse of prisoners never heard of the Rules of
the Geneva Convention in regards to the treatment
of prisoners of war. Didn't their mommies tell them
it was wrong to pick on the powerless? Our leaders
do the tightrope dance of they’re not POWSs, they are
insurgents=terrorists=they wear no uniforms there-
fore they are not soldiers (so we get to torture
them?).

They are people. “We are Americans. Aren't we
supposed 10 be better than our enemies? lsn't that
the reason our leaders gave us for ridding the world
of Saddam Hussein?

Oh, of course, there were weapons of mass
destruction, and a vain attempt to link Iraq with the
horrific events of September 11, 2001, but our presi-
dent has come up with the moral imperative to
bring democracy 1o the non-Christian masses. And
woe o any one who disagrees, no matter now
respectfully, how quietly they do so. They are called
unpatriotic—and that's one baby step away from
treason,

In Nazi Germany, people were exposed to the
constant rat-a-tat-tat of war mongering. And told of
their racial and cultural superiority, Anyone who
questioned authority was questioned. People were
told that to inform on one’s neighbors or spouses
was patriotic. We're not there—yet. But librarians are
told to give up lists of what people read 1o the gov-
ernment. People can be held without access to
lawyers, or even notifying friends or family mem-
bers for no stated reason. | fear | might be held in a
dungeon under a letter of cachet because 1 have a
fondness for pita bread, humus b’tahini, mid-Eastem
music and Omar Khayyam. People are scrutinized.
Their e-mail examined, their letters opened, hearsay
evidence collected by govemment agencies because
they are persons of interest. They are surveilled, just
as what Iz:ppcmd in Nazi Germany, the Soviet
Union, and in Iraq under Hussein. Well it’s not quite
that bad.. .or is it? Are we there yet?

Racism in Venice?

~continued from Page One

leave his dog's poop on the vard, he complained
that people visiting the center threw trash in his
yard, My friend responded that she had never
thrown anything into his or anyone else’s yvard.
“That's became you're white,” was his retort.
While it may be extreme to express these feelings
out loud, if you are white, ask vourself if you
scrutinize a Black man walking down your street
more than you would if he was white. Would
there be any neighborhood watch committees if
people of color never came into white neighbor-
hoods?

It's only been in the past few years that a
derogatory name for Oakwood among white
Venetians has stopped being used in polite com-
pany (I'm not going to revive it here.) Lately
gentrification has come to Oakwood. Whites
who previously wouldn’t have dared set foot on
Brooks, Broadway, Indiana, etc. now drive their
BMWs slowly down those streets looking for real
estate. Others come looking for something more
illicit. Some whites actually move in, all too often
behind 8-foot fences patrolled by Pit Bulls,
Mcanwhile Black and White police cars cruise up
and down every street. One long time resident
remarked that the stepped up police presence is
because “Blacks aren’t selling their homes fast
enough”

Hot on the heels of the Yuppie invasion
come proposals for not one but two charter
schools on the grounds of Broadway Elementary
School. When schools like Broadway and
Westminster were overwhelmingly Black and
Latino, no one outside Oakwood cared about the
quality of education, Now, 50 yvears after Brown
vs. Board of Education, we may be seeing the
resegregation of our neighborhood schools.

Advances like integrated schools, lunch
counters, an end to Jim Crow laws and other
overt manifestations of racism came as a result of
Blacks - and a few whites - becoming militant,
Marches, sit-ins, freedom rides, and in some
cases, rude behavior, put liberal whites on the
spot. Now, in some ways the dock seems to be
turning backward. There are more voung Black
Venetians in il than there are graduating from

Venice High. Those on the street are restricted by
terms of probation or gang injunctions (often
without due process). Twelve year olds are
already in THE LAPD'S computer databases. Is
it unreasonable for Venetians of color to feel
angry and powerless?

An LAPD bust in Oakwood on May 13
involved kicking in the front door of a home,
and arresting two local men on charges of deal-
ing crack cocaine. Some locals claim the search
warrant was bogus and the evidence was plant-
ed. This followed the March 27 alleged police
beating of Donovan Moore, which was covered
in last month’s Beachhead.

Admittedly [ wasn't on the scene in either
case s0 | don’t know from personal observation
whether the THE LAPD'S went “by the book” or
if they used excessive zeal, However, police prac-
tices in Oakwood have been called in question

COMITE OE RESIDENTES DE

lll( PEOPLE Illll !II WiLl I[V!Il BE DEFEATED.
£l PUEBLO UNIDD JAMAS SERA VENCIDD.

by residents for a long time, probably since
Venice was taken over by Los Angeles. One for-
mer Venice Division cop, Mark Fuhrman - of O.).
Simpson trial fame - in an interview with Laura
McKinney, bragged about beating and torturing
gang members, “we had them begging that
they'd never be gang members again, begging
us.” Fuhrman’s negative attitude toward Blacks -
which I'm sure is not shared by any other police
officers - was apparent. He said that he would
tell Blacks, “You do what vou're told, under-
stand, n 2" Fuhrman was also accused of
planting evidence, a tempting shortcut for any
“bad cop.”

Even while police are kicking down doors in
Oakwooed, it is possible to buy powdered cocaine
in some of the Venice watering holes frequented
by affluent Venetians. Quite a few impressive
new homes throughout Venice have elaborate
pot farms in their walk-in closets. When was the
last time you heard about a police raid on a
plush nightclub or a fancy home where illicit
drugs were cultivated or sold? I'd guess never,

The unequal enforcement of crack versus
powdered coke and other drugs is not the only
problem. What is the problem is the lack of con-
cemn, sympathy, or action by those white
Venetians who see Blacks and Latinos, and not
racism, as the problem. Venice is & microcosm of
our society, We have our suburbs and our inner
city, our wealthy and our homeless, and we have
residents from all over the world, including
thousands of Blacks, Latinos, whites, Asians and
hundreds of Native Americans on whose land
we are all living.

Meanwhile, Spanish classes are poorly
attended by Anglos. Community programs at the
Vera Davis McClendon Center and Oakwood
Recreation Center seem to be boycotted by
whites. When the Neighborhood Council held a
town hall on May 6 focusing on helping at-risk
vouth, hundreds of whites streamed into the
adjoining lobby to vote in favor of denying 16
and [7-year-olds the right to vote and then made
a beeline to their cars.

Racism is so deeply ingrained on us whites
that it can probably never be fully eradicated - at
least not in our lifetime. All of our families have
profited, either directly or indirectly, from the
enslavement of Africans, genocide and taking the
land of Native Americans, conquering the
Mexicans in California, and near-slave labor con-
ditions of Chinese, Japanese, Filipinos and other
Asians and Pacific peoples. And the list goes on.
Just ask Wal-Mart and other US. Corporations
what they are doing around the world.

Overcoming this legacy is like a 12-step pro-
gram. “My name is Bill White, and I'm addicted
to racism.” We're guilty as sin of exploitation and
discrimination. We should be sentenced to com-
munity service for the rest of our lives. And
when someone who has suffered from white
supremacy all his life hurls an unfair expletive in
our direction, we can be sure that someone in
our family tree truly deserves it.

“VENICE/DAKWO0D"

Everyone is a
“minority” in Venice

Total I 31018
{29

1,147

2000 Census data for Zip %0291
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QUEST: The Search for a Soul for Modernkind, by Vincent Coppola

Reviewed by Steve Goldman

With great passion, yet without a scintilla of

mawkish sentimentality, Coppola here makes the

strongly compelling case for love as the direct

and P l:l'.'r‘lZ(A“:U:\ of human corscous

ness. That would be laudable by itself, but these

it musings of a decent

are not merely the ples

rerson. This is {and it 1s

well-intentionec
astounding ) tightly reasoned philosophy, based
on acute, astute observation and profound and

powerful argument. Building on Descartes

{whom he explicitly reverses on the fundamental
matter of “proot” of person 1l existence) and
Kant, who seems indispensable to all who came

wvith a distinctive and

after, Coppola emerges

compassionate American existentialism that is
unlike anything heretofore. With strongly
gy. evolution

prounded links to modern cosmolc

ary theory and the sheer phenomenology of con

sciousness in space /time, Coppola delivers a

ringing of free will, so sorely needed in
this era of burgeoning biological redudctionust
determinism

This in tum yrelds a ringing adduction of the
ontological prmacy of self, with commensurately

dev

astating attacks on any variety of teeny-bop

ping reductionism, chemical biological, physical

1% @
THE BEACH
PRIVATE ROOWS
FOR REHT

Stybist, Skicare &

Electrobysis Heeded How!

310-577-3079

or peychological: and as well on any religic
philosophical tradition (usually Asian), which
the self
“Tmyselt exist, and I can love” is the rigorously

explicitly derdes or tries to “erads

denived. powerfully demonstrated theore

whach 1s the “firs

panapal” here. Wh
the revolutionary “optional” theology “Quest”

more,

proposes, seems fo at last settle that huge and
perenmuial question for contemporary times
Additionally and astonishingly, and with philo
sophical deftness and gracious style,
Cappola’s seculanized ¢ hristology evinces

sacred humanitarian values, again so needed in

this era

Coppola is o highly trained professional
philosopher, a prodigiously well-read and

ly thoughtiful theorist and analyst, whose
anty to the preponderant mentabity in hs
field is only superfical. That is because Vincent
is a philosopher in the all but abandoned grand
tradition, a professor who actually professes, a

professor who operates from a stance of engage

ment and compy n, 20 unlike his horde of

reductionist, detached, ime-<erving technician

faculty colleagues of the professorate; a man

nce hue student’s
lives for the sake of liberation through philo
sophic method, this, let’s say it, in the

who actually strives to influ

tradition of the Platonic Socrates
with eune abstrachions tor ¢ app ala
i
tion he shares with enly a few of the
greats, the likes of Wittgenstein,

and Kierkegaard, who

particular doctrinal ident

it is a matter of life and death, atr

alar slant or area of con
in it for “blood.”
tly in that

And most impor

connection, Coppola herein posits
ering as an object of philosophical

scrutiny, i e. being worthy of philo

sophical address. This is unknown in

v rn philosophy to my knowl
edge: evil ves, even cruelty, but not

suffering. W hile at pains to refute the

Buddhist account, he does not of
course solve the matter of suffering
how could he? Short of a thoroughgo
ing and slavish dessm, {“the ways of
the Lord are unknown to us, but He
has His reason blah, blah”) - how
could anybody? Remember v

w2 here to the root mear

philosophy: philo+sophy = love of

wisdom, not love of word games.

MASSAGE THERAPY | =
AND HEALING ARTS | e

NO PEACE IN VENICE

The L.A. Board of Recreation and Park

und amed the

< to the They

e of Amenca
aal Park, en though
Venctians had voted ata T

Centey

231 February to name it “Peece

mectiy

310.396.6936

Park

NO SMOKIN
Also without consulting Veaetians, thse
City Council voted, April

Lo
21, to ban smok
Counclmenie;
consult with the )
council. Enforcement of the ordinance &

jee's beach

pperently forgot to

weighborhood

ot expected 1o be a

ever, it could be ¢ roed selectively

ag0inst "undesirables.

DUCK!

The GRVNC Conservation Committee

wants to construct 2 small Lreshwater
pe
encourage ducks not o cros
treets and mugrate infc

| 2t the hezd of the Grand Canal to
s busy

in search of fresh wates. It
for “C Dudks Crossing
be erected nearby

Philosophy 15 no idle pastime, dealing

The wntten style of this book is commensu

rately unique to its conceptual output. Itis by

rm, redol

turns funny, personal, «
with true and moving p

derived from
angushed per

08 (in the hest sense)

e author’s own s

nal expenence: the death of
those he loved, and as well, (brace yourselves)
his love for his Old English Sheepdog, and cock

atiel. The book s startlingly and refreshingly

entertaining. Stylistically, there has, I hazard
never been a book ot “serious” philosophy
remotely like this

The schema expressed herein is in no way
expliatly political, as indeed neither is Vincent's
classroom teaching. Remember, we are doing
pl

have human affairs so greatly needed such an

wsophy here, not proselytizing. But never

incredible book as this: remember, we are about

to embark on another homble, horrible war
Read this book, it will change your life. It
changed mine and i was already a pretty loving
guy, going in

Websites

1 Page $75
5 Pages $400

(Includes 1 minute Video)

LNETE SUPPIe VI = e dv FOrMat = 3 e for Ot
Consulting
Resumes
Portfolios
E-Commerce Sites

Photoshop Services
Streaming Video Encoding

Beachsites.Com
Since 1997

310.823.4867

WANTED

Antiques
Older Style Furniture

Pianos & Collectibles
Rugs * Objets de Art
Audio * Video
Office Furniture

$8 CASH PAID $§

1 Piece or Entire
WE BUY ESTATES
Immediate Friendly Service
WE PAY MORE §
FASTER

CONSIGNMENTS

Consignments taken daily & sold

rvery Wednesday at 4 pm. Fo

714-957-1225

SOUTH COAST AUCTION

Yisit Our Websile
www.southceastauction.net
Bonded & Licensec CA®2384
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years,

BOURMET ITALIAN ICE.
HOMEMADE WITH FRESH FRUIT AND NATURAL JUICE.
83 Winowaro bve. Vewce CA 90291 (310) 315-8218
WWW_JJCHILL COM

the war on Ver

munity from the Ver
Galanter, who was o
With Galanter, left to ri
Aurthuy, Jim Smith and Suzanne Thompso!

TO: Venice of America Foundation Inc

RE: Sprint of Venice Awards

ry
democracy in Venice which eventually led to
Who better represents the Venice Town Coundil. The VTC's descent
the Spirit of Venice - is the Grass Roots Venice Neighborhood
Council
?
than john Haag? He is also a poet. He also taught many

He was a small businessman who ran
the Venice West Coffee House for several

John was also a politician and an organ-
izer. John was one of the people who had
the concept of Venice seceding from Los
Angeles. He helped found the Peace and
Freedom Party,
against the war in Vietnam in Venice, and

pw: Former city Councilmember Ruth Galanter (center), received an award for service to the com

{cClendon Center, last month, duning Disaster Preparedness Day

il from 1987 to 2003, is the Venetian to every serv that body
borhood C rd mer s Sheila Bernard, Elinor
Carol Berman is nt of Smi

r of the Vera Davis McClendon Center; and Ja
lanter. To their left is the Venice

In\ lh

v Valentine, Oakwood

A gentle Anarchist, the only bombs he
utside the box. It was

threw were thinking

John who instituted the idea of particip

people to question authority. When the com-
munity was faced with the prospect of hav-
ing to choose several city sponsored plans
Venice, John asked
As a result we have

for a freeway to divic
“why a freeway at all?”
no freeway cutting up our Venice
Thanks to John and people like him, we
still have a small town feel with a cosmopoli-
and organized marches
tan edge.

x The Beachhead Collective
ians by speculators.

“Looking for a small,

Animo Venice Charter High School offers:

v A small school with small class sizes

v/ Arigorous college prep curriculum

v Passionate teachers and administrators
v Laptops for students

For more information, please call:
Dan Chang - 310 673 0887 Ext. 27

that will prepare your child for college?”

safe public high school

Now acceptlng apphcallons for 9lh graders emenng hlgh
school in the Fall 2004.

Please attend an information session:
Saturday, June 12th @ 11AM

Monday, June 14th @ 6:30PM
Wednesday, June 16th @ 6:30 PM

Broadwa/ Elememary Auditorium, 101a Lincoln Blvd. Venice.

e
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Classic cars were on display in Penmar Park at the Cinco

de Mayo cel

Parents looking to get their kids into Ocean
Cha
Recreation Center, last month.

chool line up outside the Oakwood

Affordable housing units on San Juan Avenue
are emptied and fenced off in anticipation of
their d

condos,

truction and replay

Find all the Free Venice Beachhead
issues of the past two years on the

internet at:
www.venice-beachhead.org




8 s June 200% » FREE VENICE BEACHHEAD

It’s not
just in Iraq

The recently exposed horrors of pnsoner
abuse in Iraq shocks people of sound mind. The
current US administration has not yet admitted
that we also torture Amencan citizens who are
prisoners in equally illegal and immoral ways
withm the United States. One example s the
experience briefly described below by a Viet
Nam War era conscientious objector who
endured the horrors of the US Federal Prison in
Sprngfield, Missoun

«.Most of my prison-time was served in the
Federal Prison Hospital at Springfield, Missouri -
- in solitary confinement. The prison authorities
explained this was necessary so that I wouldn't
corrupt the rapists, and robbers, and murderers
with my behefs in consoentious objection and
moral obligation. War-resisters were known as
troublemakers, holding group hunger strikes and
fasts and protest sit-downs. We were of course

forbadden to do any of those thungs, or even to
discuss our "crime” with each other

I was beaten bloody by guards, placed in
cold rooms with no blanket, with unflushable
toilets that overflowed with putrefaction. My
head throbbed. And | was beaten yet agan -
and stabbed in buttock muscles with syringes of
massive over-size doses of prolyxin - but with-
out the cogentin which is supposed to be given
with the prolyxin because it is necessary to coun-
teract the extrapyramidal reactions that occur
when the prolyxan is admuustered alone = which
results in excruciatmgly pamful muscle paraly-
ses. One cannot so much as move a finger.
Agony racks every body fiber. The cerebral cor-
tex of the brain is on fire.

I couldn’t get enough air. My lungs refused
to breathe deep. I thought I'd die of suffocation

As we lay on our stomachs upon our metal
bunks unable to turn over by owrselves — the
pressure of the weight of our own torso upon the
lungs was enough to kill us! And prisoners had
actually died that way. So the guards watched us
writhe, unable to breath, chokmg, retchung, and
made sure we suffered as much as possible with-
out passing out, before they came in and picked
us up and tumed us over on our backs and left
us strugghng and gasping desperately for each

breath. On prolyxyn without cogentin a person
cannot swallow. Occasionally a doctor came
along and extracted the phlegm from our throats
with a suction device to keep us from drowming.
But they always let us choke a lot first

After receiving such a shot of prolyxin sleep
is impossible. One can only lay immobile and
stare at the ceiling. Electric lights were deliber-
ately left on all roght long to impact the gansh
nghtmare's maximum potential. The prolyxan's
pnmary effect lasts seventy-two hours = but
many weeks are necessary for full recovery.

The guards called it the punishment drug
and Jaughed. It was cruel

Another method used by prison authonties
to squelch critics was to strap the person nude in
a bathtub of ice cubes - where screaming was
not allowed

Let me emphasize here once more: "._.where
screaming was not allowed.” Forgive meif [ do
not descnbe that further It is a ternble memo-
Iy....

The aforementioned horror is an excerpt
from Comporting Readwise by RomTom, a
recently published book from Mediane Bow
Gallery. RomTom's expenences and perspectives
with the previous military draft and the penalties
for conscientious objection are unparalleled.

Don’t Turn Away!

We must look at, and remember, these scenes of torture and dehumanization carried out by the U.S. military, with

the approval of high-ranking officials of the Bush regime. These photos are from Abu Ghraib prison in Baghdad, but
similar treatment may have been common at Guantdénamo Bay military prison and in Afghanistan. Our government
must be held responsible for these violations of international law.
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| see things not
mietored here

something appears ;
' ART IS LOVEISGOD = = /.
’ . o /
into the aie : '

out of nothing
shimmering and strong
where love should

have stood

and didn't

~ Hillaey Kaye

Broken Carousel

You say only poetry/music
can make you cry
nay not scooe
| saw a painting once

that made me cry...
It was a

broken down Merry go round
over grown

and left to wonder..and wait
for the lost childrens laughter....
in a field of grass...
still in me memory
horses sunbleached driftwood
in the grass they cant eat..
never to nde again

to the music Toeatiry y
and hugs of the children... Collage created by S.A. Griffin in memory of Tony Scibella

POETRY

that's Tony as the kid flying into the hands of

- shanna moore art is love is god
that's tony sparking up, he & the Lady as one
The Young Dead the crowd gathered before the act & the muse
Nature gave and took away billy holiday sings the blues for tony
What now & gone and doth decay bill dailey there w/black ace

Revenges” shadowad hearts display
An ode to all the dead mll.ace bermar/steve wilson
What misery mberits shame? Jjohn munsonjjohnson
That's bred by sickness in the bran a couple embraces/begin again
That steals the youth unto it's game
Just think of all who died in vain, the scum doesn't just float on the water
Your oppeessor, distressor
Maniacal undressor, you traitor of tae & Mies
The youth, You're a sheep in the herd Do "12"':1" x;l"""“”“'
But have not heard a word of what dinri i)
i w lighte and decoranons

The people have been sayin. CAI'Y WATTD U
And now you condemn the sick soldiers of denuet oMeoe
Of war crimes? Who you playin? bugs terrinal horme
Your baby, Wae, made them do w? ng out ChAractar Cabansl
Your ghoey is ripe with greed flusd, 0ld Oak fads boak bungakows
For whose parpose and whose dollar? ;1‘1'1 '-“_"-"T ”" Vh” f““
The collar on their shitts are still S SN SN oo

X R 5 - A0 ArchiIve of AgEressIve avars
Blue, f\cﬂlm\gh they've mass murdered For you and agonised archiectiral
You king, you oppressor

Most ancient all knowmg coward old dyed Ll:n-# bes,
Come out of your hole! blg bug eyd shiadee

d trowele n er dirt, bsf
~Vesgy Mink WOWETIng gray bitter bs

with industnal em

TAXI SERVICE | =12°%

“Santa Monica’s Premier Taxi Service” e -wrn%i‘.h..m
METRO CAB CO.

: 8an!qlMonlco
I

| I
* Low Pri Sa i
* Rosaas el I S
* Experienced Drivers e o < S o % f’:‘:.'.‘;"‘:".:..‘::.'o‘.
G 20% OFF
1 (=] I
a“ (31 o, ;434-1 999 : Any Ride I
Visit gt:rnob?mﬁ?sm Nonm‘ L= ST I S, !
WA VDR COM Thars Se MO Sen)s ol te you o Vapas® 170004 Adverise At Vapas of Los Argeine, (BO0) 444-0458 210704 220

Pk, up 1 Sarts Mores ety
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City foils Coastal Commission
~continued from page three

» CITY RESPONSE ~ The City will submit this
information. The Director argues
that this request is valid whereas others are not

s by implication

COASTAL TRANSPORTATION CORRIDOR
SPECIFIC PLAN
o CCC REQUEST = Submit the Coastal
Iransportation Corridor Spedific Plan (CTCSP)
referenced in the VSP and the Oxford Triangle
Specific Plan.
CITY RESPONSE = The CTCSP submitted
for certification! Again, Director Howe blatantly
disregards the Commissions valid requests.

A rma

s not

u n a Local Coastal
PPlan cannot be aly certified
IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES SET FORTH
IN THE CERTIFIED L
e CCC REQUEST = Submit
ordinances and standards tl
carry the Implemen
forth by the certified LUP (e,
ing criteria, housing enforee
lieu fees for affordable hou
ber of yi units,
districts, standards for the V
Arcade District, cultural resources search require-
ments, Transportation Demand Management
(TDM) program, Beach Parking Signage Progr.
Venice Inl luup‘ Parking Shuttle Program, ordi-
ending Standard Plan D = 22459 to are
dJm category for walk streets, inventory
as public

“City regulations,

* necessary to

rategics as set
eplacement hous-
nt procedures, in
maximum num-
ration of historic

1Sing,

h hostel

ward Historic

nance

ate ast

of vacant land suitable for : acquisition
open space, Storm Water Management Program,
Water Conservation Ordinance, Recyeling
Program, Venice \Iru tscape Plan, etc).”

* CITY RESPONSE ~
is not feasible.”
LARGE SCALE ZONE DISTRICT MAPS AND
TABLES

» CCOC REQUEST ~ “Please submit legible zoning
maps for the entire Venice LCP area, as well as the
LLAMC Sections that regulate land uses and build-
ing standards within each zone district. Ple
also submit the Arteraft Overlay District map and
d Venice LUP

This

Director Howe states,

regulations referenced in the certifie

ROLL BACK LAX

Stop the Hahn/Gordon plans that
guarantee more pollution and more noise

In 2002, LAX had 56 million
annual passengers.

Mayor Hahn's Alternative D *““
would allow LAX to accommodate

approximately 78.9 million annual passengers.

Mike Gordon says: "The key to this plan is to limit
LAX's physical capacity to its current level of 78
million annual passengers”

Jim Smith says: “Roll back LAX. Move
international flights to Palmdale, convert LAX
to a regional airport. Build bullet trains to
Northern California to further reduce flights.
Jet pollution is killing us. LAX has outlived
its usefulness. It is a health and safety, and
security danger that cannot be fixed."”

—Don’t be fooled-

Vote Jim Smith
for Assembly

Building a movemaent for Real Change « P&F Candidate for 53rd AD
310-399-2215 » www.smithforassembly. org
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* SPONTO Gallery € 7 Dudicy Ave, 3992078, Collage

* Agape Internationa Spiritual CenTER -, £700
Buckingham Pxwy. Culver City 581 0373 features
Stephanie Dawn: “Radiate 1
show in a spiriinal pop & eenre

until June 13, A solo at

* 18th Street Arts Center - Presents “Black Pamthers™ his
torical photograp 1 the movenme

Banxch & Pirkle Jomes - This photo essay makes Los
Angeles peerneire after 35 years! May 15.July 23

« Congregation Mishken Tephilo - 201 Hampton It

302.3029 Yo
Sun

o with Yaddbshkedt
3 PM, Free

* Vera Davis Center - 610 Califormia Ave. 3051865
Hatha Yoga classes Mondays & Truesdays
630 PM. Doaation
* Karmakuhture 13054 Madn St 399 1904
Emphasis: Body alignene t Tuesdays & Thursdays
T30PM to WM, §7
e/ Pllate Studios 621 Palims Ave
5144 Grogp Kandaling yoga
Tuesdays TPM, $18
* Encrgy/Moverment Relazation
13376 Washin 8
15

* Yog
2

0 Dance CenTER
es. Evenings 8:15,

* 7 Dudley Cinema
306-7330 - "Admission
LeomV7 dudleyA inema

POETRY

* Bevond Baroque, 681 Venice Bivd £22 3000
« The Talking Stick Ceffee Lounge 1630 Ocean Pk
Blvd,. (Letwn 16th & 17th) con

xl‘\f @ Sponto Gallery

th

ines biterary works o

clectronic s, BEATSPEAK, every thisd Tharsday @
9EM . 754-9664 o Info@bedspeaker com
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Jam * Poetic Expressiom from 1/
Pocho Jee & Dowabeat Youth Slas

ctelier, Me Crite arris, Metanmo
Wade & Joselyn Wilkinson, other artists tha. . Venice
Center - for Peace with Justice & the Arts 22101
Bivd (Lincols & Vicloria) $5 (Seniore/youtls $2) ¢
benelit Insade Out's free after school ats programirar
uth. 397.8620 of Insade Ot @ Inside
v Insadel Aong

wis with James

oiddle school
OwmCAorg on s

Chillato comes to Venice
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officially oper
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Comm-unity Events
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* Mc Luhan Finnegan's Wake Reading Club 822
3006 Call for info or www jesgrew. org/wake/ This

club has met every \lmd;‘v' @ Ab Kinney Library
501 S. Venice Blvd. 821.1769

* Midnight Spccial Bookstore Events
= Closed ~
1450 Second St. Santa Monica 393-2923 or
394-6123 We will miss you.

—————— e e e
* Istac Levin Adult Seaice Cester, 201 OFW, 3960205
Movie matince, 1 poy Mondays
Line dancing. 11 am Tuesday
Istacli dance, 10 2 Wedsesday
Carent events dise . 1l am Wednesday
Weight munagement worksiop, Ipa Tharsday, 6 weeks
for $20

B MUSC I

*Church in Ocean Park 255 Hill Street (Saata Moaica)
323.468.9938 Thuralays 7:45 PM - 930 p Sacred Sp
Woekshep Open to ALL SIS

= Venkoe Bistro 323 Ovean Froot Walk 6634473

* Townhouse 52 Windward 392 1010
* Sidewnlk Cafe 1401 Oven

Froomt Walk 399.5547

Acoustic music Wodnesday- Frv Karooke on Sundnys

* Genghis Cobven Cantlna (nee jo Venloe) 740N Farfax
Ave. West Hallywood 322365506400 Vensee 's Diva
Deluxe-Suxy s, Nick Ariondo & Kahlil S
ern Friday June 4 & SPM for neee mnfo
mutlaista ceplumy $10

* Howse of Blues (not 1 Vemice) - June L3 - Hipm - Vessy
Mink amd The Lovesich Lunatics
field
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{known ir Philadelphia and
New Jersey as Italian Water [ce)
made by his Grandfather from
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sugar and a block of ice. Joseph

row uses that same basic family recipe for over
twenty tlavors of G
VeIV mor
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ination of Granita Flavors with e llh\ r their
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FREE VENICE BEACHHEAD » Junc 200% » 11

POLITICAL

*Bring Our Troops Home Now!!! Rally at noon €
Hympic & Hhm ay. Downtown LA,
0. Free Palestine Alliance. ADC
AMOC, Nat'l Lawyers Guild, Latino Movement
USA. Mindullse, Palestinian Amencan Women's
sociation, BAYAN USA, Global Women's S
Imermat’l Acton Center, US Labor Against Wi l"u
& Freedom Party, Coahition for World Peace, Afgan
L s Mission, AlLAWda. LA/ UCLA, south
Asan Network, CAIR -LA, United ARab Socsety
LA, Swdents for Justice in Palestine
Internat’l Socialist Org.. and many other organiza
dons o demonstrate

* Peace Vigil Satarday June S noca-2 @ Lincoln &
Rose Ave, if you can't make it downtown! Neighbors

for Peace & Jusbee

* Venice Peace and Freedom Party meeting on
Wed., June 13 11AM. For more info: 390-2215

* Venice of America Foundation, Inc. 392-2633

for
se than

is accepting nominations for “Spirit of Venic
the year 2004, Nominations

250 wouds, emanl - john kerhis@comeast.net or US
mal- 1319A Abbot Kinney Bivd. Deadline for sub
missions- Friday, June 21, 2001 @ 6pm

wnung not

* Venice Community Adult School/Venice Skills
Center -, 611 Fifth Ave. 3147535 Recogmitic
mony &/17 @ 6.3

e
PM held@ Veleran's Memonal

Auditonum Overland Ave. & Culver Bivd. Rixeption
tof
* Food Not Bombs
E-mal: vencesanta

771 Volumaers neaded!
wmcafnb @ fastmail fm

« Venice Center for Peace with Justice & the Arts
2210 Lincoln Bivd 397 8820 Call for info

* Bike Out - June 12, 6:30 - Hpin - Sumn
Fundraser hononing AIDS/Lifecycle 11 participants
2811 Pxco Bl - 4535040 - www.bikeout org

* Beginning Spanish - Wednesdays - 6 - 9 PM
Venice High Adult School $16 for the semester - §3
for seniors - 3068111

* Intermediate Beginning Spanish - Tuesdays - 6
7:45 PM. Vera Davis McClendon Centker, 610
California Ave. Venice - $25 for the semester, or $§
per class - 831-2325 or 305-18685.

Democracy in VENICE Party
4PM - 2, Sunday, June 27
809 Brooks Avenuo B

Stek for C asg i
w Jim Smith for Assembly
FOOD - LIVE MUSIC
Silent Auction |

Grass Roots Venice

Neighborhood Council

All meetings begin at 7 PM, at Nega Davis
McClendon Centes, 610 California Ave

unless otherwise noted

* June 7 - Special Board meeting on
the elections

* June 14 - Monday - Board

* June 24 - 6:45 - 9PM - Thursday -
Conservation Committee, Abbot
Kinney Library, 501 S. Venice Bl

* June 24 - Thursday - Children,

(outh, & Families meeting

* June 27 - Noon - 4PM -
Neighborhood Council Election? -
Westminster School

* June 28 - Monday - Board

* July 6 - Tuesday - Land Use and
Planning Committee - Boys &
Girls Club, 2232 Lincoln Blvd.




IHOOH OUER UEMICE

By David Scott (1973)

Ain’t got a nickel or a dime
Ain’t got a watch to tell the time
Ain't got no job
Ain't got a prospect in sight
But I'm not feeling low
I've got no place to go
But there's a Moon Over Venice tonight

Ain’t got no friends in dty hall
Ain't got nobody 1 can call
Ain’t got nobody who I helped
when times were tight
But I've no need to fear
1 know the coast is clear
Cause there’s a Moon Over Venice tonight.
I've got my eves - to watch her shining
I've got my ears to hear the ocean roar
And there’s a big bed of sand for reclining
Who could call for anything more?

99 or 1007?

Either way
Happy Birthday, Venice!

The parade route is as follows:

Assemble at 10 am, July 4th in front of Venice City
Hall (Beyond Baroque), 681 Venice Blvd. , -~

From there, we'll march, walk, skip or dance to Abbot , 40‘: VE,‘, \

Kinney Blvd., then on to Brooks Ave.,, and Ocean Front S\d’“ o"‘bf\
Walk, south to Windward Ave. and the Ocean Front Walk ‘ [ « ‘
Plaza for a very Venice celebration of the history and ‘ '
mystery of Venice. \O Ny
Come one, come all. Form your own group and \4( j FO&V\/

parade with us!, i.e,, the Anti-gentrificators Squad, The
Canine Collective, etc. For more information, call 310-
396-0811 or parade@freevenice.org.



