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Chain Stores In Venice?

Artistic rendering of Abbot Kinney Blvd. by Efic Ahlbérg

Big Election Win
for Progressives

By Jim Smith

\enice Progressives won a startling victory
over rivals and multiple obstacles in the annual
Grass Roots Venice Neighborhood Council
(GRVNC) election, June 27. Three of the most
caustic critics of the Progressives garnered only a
handful of votes.

Elected were Suzanne Thompson, president;
Alice Stek, vice president; DeDe McCrary, 2nd
VP; John Davis, secretary; Francisco Letelier, at-
large; Deborah Krall, Penmar North;

tion would actually be held.

The opposition was so vociferous about not
proceeding with the annual event that one would
think there was a community-wide fear of an
election epidemic. In the end, it turned out to be
only a handful of highly vocal contrarians who
couldn t come to grips with such an elemental
democratic practice. In fact, Venetians seemed to
have taken a dose of voteagra, such was their
zeal in supporting the progressive direction of
their local governmental body.

Viewing the cheerful crowd that

Bonnie Cheeseman, North Beach/Rose
Ave.; Bridget Graham, Oakwood; Dennis
Hathaway, Penmar South; Emily Winters,
Milwood/Central Venice; Michael
McGuffin, Presidents Row/Triangles;
and Zoe Garaway, Canals/Peninsula.

Thompson, Stek, Cheeseman,
Hathaway and Garaway have been serv-
ing on the Board. The only incumbent to
be defeated for reelection was

Vote totals

an interview
with newly
elected presi-
dent, Suzanne warning of trouble if the election was
Thompson
pages 4 & 5

swarmed through the school auditorium
all day, no one would suspect that just
two short days before the holding of the
election was still in doubt. Crank calls
came to the elementary school and to the
downtown offices of the school district

held on the premises.
One caller, claiming to be one of the

Milwood/Central Venice Rep. Kelley
Willis.

Along with the election of new Board mem-
bers, a vote was held on six bylaws amendments
that had been approved by the Board on April 7.
All of them passed by margins of 72 to 95 per-
cent, thereby superseding opposite amendments
that had passed by lesser margins on May 6 (see
page four for details).

A total of 509 voters - one every 42 seconds -
made their way into the polling place at
Westminster school, in spite of a complete lack of
parking and confusion about whether the elec-

Venice Progressive slate candidates, told
the vice-principal that 10 busloads of protesters
would be descending on the school. They were
unsuccessful in stopping the election, but they
did accomplish a more dastardly result. Not only
was the school s parking lot sealed tight on elec-
tion day, but the district also ruled that
Westminister school could no longer use it to
provide beach parking whose proceeds had been
going to classroom instruction needs.

The calls to the school were just the culmina-
tion of a month-long campaign against the elec-

continued on page four

e

enice has been relatlvely free of
Vcookle -cutter chain stores,
unlike most of Los Angeles.

That s because of Venice s depressed econ-
omy for most of its history, the small size of
most commercial buildings and a populace
that doesn t particularly like the corporate
shopping experience.

All that could change with property values
rising and new developments going up on
Abbot Kinney Blvd. and elsewhere.

Venice may join communities around the
country that are taking steps to stop the
replacement of local businesses with chain
store outlets.

A proposal is coming before the Neighbor-
hood Council s Land Use and Planning
Committee (LUPC) on July 13 at the Boys and
Girls Club to make Venice free of formula
retail stores. That is, chain stores would be
acceptable only if they didn t look like chain
stores. Presumeably existing chain stores
would be exempt.

A new website, www.veniceunchained.org,
and a petition opposing formula retail stores in
Venice are being launched this month.

The formula retail ban has been upheld in
court, and is speading rapidly. On March 30,
San Francisco designated some communities
free of their chains (stores). In the San Diego
area, the Venice-like community of Ocean
Beach is petitioning for a vote on becoming
free of formula retail stores.

More information on communities ban-
ning formula retail stores is on-line at
www.newrules.org/retail/formula.html.

Swirt Maiks Sebal Verlol

St. Mark S HoteI formerly at Wlndward and Ocean
Front Walk. It was destroyed by city of L.A. code
enforcement in the 1950s.

Happy 99th or 100th Birthday, Venice
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Our Mission Statement

Oh Holy Shit

The Thought Police are rising
It is the Time
for the Beachhead s rebirth

Now is the Time to get your
thoughts

together
If you care whether
you have a thought of any worth.
Thoughts left of Center
Homeowner or Renter
Put your Head where your Pen* is
Send it to us use your wits
and if we like it
We Il print or plagiarize it
or tear it into
teeny tiny
bits
by the Slumgoddess

*Pen: Antique Term for Word
Processor or Computer
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Eric Ahlberg Pamela Gruber
Linda Albertano Marvin Klotz
Helen Alland Larry Layne
Carol V. Beck Jay Levin
Chuck Bloomquist  Linda Lucks
Lulu Carmone Susan Millman

LETTERS ..

Email: Beachhead, POB 644,
Beachhead@freevenice.org Venice 90294

Racism in Venice?

Dear Beachhead,

I look forward to Venice Beachhead. Its growing
and as a local and writer | am excited about it.

Venice has a long history. Venice has been an
attractive location for law breakers ( since prohibition)
as well as wealthy mogul types looking to capitalize
on this great location.

Racism in America often included the promotion
of racial segregation.

To be a true Venetian is to be a life loving, play-
ful, and creative thinking individual who's a little
more invested in the community as a home than as a
profitiable real estate venture.

Using racial slurrs does not in and of itself define
a racist.

If the writer of the article is a racist then let him
announce this personal sentiment for himself about
himself.

But to make such negative broad stroke general-
izations about a community in that community, in
addition to communicating only have a half hearted
knowledge of its history is well, disturbing.

Freedom of speech is a beautiful thing, but what
makes indy newspapers so worthwhile is the very
ability to get closer to people and to promote positive
things that larger medias often overlook for a thou-
sand reasons that frustrate more often than not. | did
not see one article about the peaceful family filled
events at the community center during the memorial
day weekend.

I seriously suggest rethinking the negative /
covertly hostile articles in the beachhead. No body
needs that. Its not what being a Venetian is about. If
you want to live here and objectify your experience try
and come up with something inspirational to say.

After all we are still neighbors.

Camille Jacks

Response from the writer:

Camille,

I'm sorry you didn t like my Beachhead article,
Racism in Venice? I've gotten a lot of supporting com-
ments about it. However, | didn’t write it for populari-
ty, but to shine a spotlight on a problem in our city. |
believe the first step in solving a problem is to recog-
nize that it exists.

I think | speak for the Beachhead Collective when
I say that we would like more uplifting and inspira-
tional articles in the paper. As you probably know, it is
an all-volunteer staff so many good things in the com-
munity don’t get reported on simply because no one
was there to write about them.

We would appreciate any submissions that you'd
care to make! You can email them to
<beachhead@freevenice.org> and they will probably
wind up in print, although it's up to the Collective.

I do believe we have been trying to accentuate the
positive, while exposing the negative. In the June issue
we had two beautiful kids on the front page, a review
about an uplifting book by Vincent Coppola, a number
of photos about positive activities around
Venice, the always inspiring poetry of
Hillary Kaye, and a full page devoted to
that Venice tradition, the Independence Day
Parade.

Yes, we could use more. Please help us.

Jim Smith

Talk of the Town

No wonder we can t under-
stand each other, there are at least
34 languages spoken in Venice!

The Modern Language
Association has put up a website,
www.mla.org/census_data, show-

Beat Bush

Dear Beachhead:

Thank goodness for Carol s thoughtful and
provoking question in last month s beachhead. My
answer to Are we there yet? is not yet, but we are
definitely getting there. | believe, especially after
watching The Jesus Factor on TV, that George W.
Bush is engaged in a modern version of the
Crusades. It s the true believer Christians against
them, no matter who they are. In this case they hap-
pen to be Muslim, no matter what version, not very
different from the wars of hundreds of years ago.

Bush s government has lied to us about
weapons of mass destruction in Iraq and then con-
ducted a rat-hole of a war that continues unabated,
taken civil liberties away in the name of national
security, held hundreds of people in prison without
cause or legal representation, taken housing bene-
fits from the most needy, gutted environmental pro-
tections, put us in the most incredible national debt
imaginable; and has opposed worker, women, abor-
tion and civil rights at every opportunity. Have |
forgotten anything?

But make no mistake about it, no matter that he
can t put a coherent sentence together, is the butt of
countless intellectual s jokes; George W. Bush
knows exactly what he s doing. And he has gath-
ered people around him to implement his philoso-
phy. And they have done just that.

How should we respond to this, to this govern-
ment that is acting contrary to the humane ideals
that most of us believe in?

First and foremost, to my mind, | believe we
must do everything possible to defeat dubbaya in
November. And we must work to defeat like-mind-
ed Congress members who are up for election. |
wear a move.on T-shirt that says democracy is not a
spectator sport. Get involved!! | recently had a
birthday party where | asked people to make
checks out to John Kerry in lieu of a present. We
raised more than $700! Do something like that.

While I am not am impassioned supporter of
John Kerry, | am an impassioned hater of George W.
Bush and all he stands for! And, | believe there is a
difference between them. | am not na ve, | am per-
fectly aware that our 2-party system is often called
the RepubliCrats and not without good reason.
But, and it s a big but, look at Bush s court appoint-
ments which shape policy far longer than the presi-
dent, look at the Bush government s position before
the Supreme Court on abortion, civil rights, work-
er s rights and the environment.

So, I implore that you NOT vote for Ralph
Nader but instead work and vote for Kerry. It may
sound crass but, in this circumstance, | don t
believe that we have the luxury of voting our
ideals. Instead, | think we must vote our survival
and | firmly believe that means defeating George
Bush. You can get involved in many ways and giv-
ing money is only one of them. Volunteer in your
neighborhood, go to phone banks, walk precincts,
write letters. Whatever it takes, do it! Visit w online
if you d like to know other ways.

Whatever you do, work to BEAT BUSH!!!

Moe Stavnezer

GlenCrest

B.B.O.

House of Home Style Cooking

and Catering!!

Phil Chamberlin Alessandra Montagna
Steve Clare Tom O Meara
Stephen Cohen Olga Palo

Tina Corcoran Sherman J. Pearl
Nancy Cunningham Lydia Ponc@

Lance Diskan
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Daniel Freeman Hospital:

Still Fighting for Its Life

By Theresa Hulme

Local volunteers are boldly challenging,
once again, one of the largest hospital chains and
Fortune 500 companies in America. Tenet
Healthcare Corporation purchased the Daniel
Freeman Marina hospital from Catholic nuns a
few years ago and transformed the hospital from
a community serving non-profit entity into a
Wall Street favorite. Though investors cash in
handsomely on the hospitals-for-profit fury that
has hijacked U.S. healthcare, it is the average
American that ultimately pays the price with
their health and lives.

Known as the Enron of healthcare, Tenet
Healthcare Corporation is not only the subject of
investigations by the U.S. Department of Justice
but has been recently exposed in the national
media for crimes such as: performing unneces-
sary surgeries, recruiting patients, Medicare
fraud, illegal doctor
kickbacks, altering
billing codes to bilk
insurance companies,
etc. In one Northern
California Tenet-
owned hospital, raid-
ing authorities deter-
mined that about 80%
of heart surgeries per-
formed at this facility
were unnecessary. As
the quality of health-
care spiraled down-
ward following a Tenet hospital purchase, Tenet
stock (THC: NYSE) seemed to fly high. With the
stroke of a pen, Tenet executives eliminate des-
perately needed services while they sit fat and
happy in distant and detached corporate offices.

The Marina s Daniel Freeman hospital was
once the choice for LA s rich and famous. It now
sits eerily neglected and near-empty. Tenet has
literally starved patients of essential services that
were once unique to the neighborhood facility
by transferring many of its most profitable
departments to other locations.

With federal investigations abounding and
Tenet s reputation and stock price suffering since
the national media exposure, Tenet has put up
for sale 27 hospitals in its nationwide collection.
19 are in California, 15 in Southern California
and 4 on the Westside. Less than 10 miles from
one another, the hospitals serve the rapidly
growing populations of West LA, the beach
cities, and communities surrounding LAX.

You can achieve your healthy best

at Daniel Freeman Marina Hospital

We offer a variety of surgery
services right here in the Marina!

Not wanting to pay the cost of California
earthquake retrofitting, Tenet seeks to shed itself
of the hospitals that require expensive construc-
tion upgrades. Consistent with its pattern of
buying hospitals across the nation and then sell-
ing them for profit, Tenet borrows the Wal-Mart
style of predatory pricing in which corporations
purchase large blocks of real estate in a town,
bankrupting the competition, thus monopolizing
the market which results in a masochistic
dependency.

Area hospitals affected by the Tenet divesti-
ture include: Brotman Medical Center, Culver
City (420 beds); Centinela Hospital Medical
Center, Inglewood (370 beds); Daniel Freeman
Marina hospital, Marina del Rey (166 beds);
Daniel Freeman Memorial hospital, Inglewood-
(358 beds).

These communities are already struggling
with inadequate emergency care facilities. Tenet

said it hoped to find

buyers but couldn t
Daniel Freeman make any guarantees. If
Marina Hospital the hospital does not sell,
4450 tneain Boveverg 1L 1S SIMPy closed.
Marina del Rey. €4 90292 OQbviously, mortality
‘rates will be profoundly
affected.

The local volunteers
challenging the
unscrupulous corpora-
tion have created We
CAHRE. Created by
Playa del Rey resident Julie Inouye, the acronym
stands for Community Action for Healthcare
Reform and Education. Grassroots and blazing
new trails in healthcare reform, the group seeks
to acquire the Tenet hospitals. The corporation is
supposedly donating the facilities to receive a
tax deduction, writing off the property as bad
debt.

The ideal arrangement is for Tenet to donate
the hospitals to the very same community that
fought to keep its only area emergency centers
open. A few years ago, Tenet purchased the
hospitals, announced they would be keeping
them open, then a few weeks later put the prop-
erty up for sale. Julie Inouye rallied, created a
group of volunteers called Save Our Marina
Hospital and rescued the neighborhood hospitals
from closure.

With U.S. healthcare an increasingly failing
system, the profit-seeking hospital chain deba-
cles echo the drastic need for serious reform.
The non-profit We CAHRE is attempting to lay

Tanat Californio

MASSAGE THERAPY
AND HEALING ARTS

the groundwork for what expects to
become a national trend: community
ownership partnered with preventative
medicine. If the community organiza-
tion can inherit the hospi-
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out like band-aids, pharmaceutical drugs are
promptly suggested.

Simply, the industry profits when people are
ill or believe themselves to be. In America s fast
food, drug obsessed economy, our healthcare
system stands to benefit and actually helps to
create a sick and drug addicted society.
Unbeknownst to many, most pharmaceutical
drugs are petroleum based. Incidentally, the
Bush Administration/Republican party receives
some of its largest donations from pharmaceuti-
cal/drug corporations. The invasion and occu-
pation of oil-rich Iraq was eagerly supported by
Corporate America.

On a more positive note, We CAHRE has
recently picked up support from Westside s
Councilwoman Cindy Miscikowski and L.A.
Mayor Jim Hahn. (With election year coming
up, he needs a feel-good issue) Wherever the
support comes from, We CAHRE needs it. Tenet
is reported to be planning to donate the hospi-
tals to an inside group of doctors and CEOs affil-
iated with Tenet and its local holdings. Some
say that doctor owned hospitals create conflicts
of interest, especially considering Tenet s sordid
history.

In the bigger picture, the work of this local
group of activists and volunteers will reverber-
ate nationally. The poor state of healthcare in
America is a huge national embarrassment, even
in comparison to substantially less developed
nations.

In any case, most Americans agree that the
current system, or lack thereof, is in need of
Emergency Medical Treatment. We CAHRE is
paving the way, pioneering efforts to address
vital quality-of-life issues. In the process of
obtaining 501 (c) 3 status as a non-profit entity,
financial support is critical. Sought after nation-
ally by reporters and other community leaders
experiencing the same crisis, founder Julie
Inouye says The community must understand
how important this is.

This hospital is for our region, we plan to
turn it into a cutting-edge, model facility. At this
point, we need the community to step up to the
plate and help us. Nobody knows better what
is right for a community than the people who
live in it. This is our opportunity to do some-
thing great. If the hospital becomes owned and
operated by We CAHRE, the non-profit status
means that any profits generated simply recycle
back into the system.

Donations from the community have come
in as low as $10. The estimated upfront cost for
the hospitals is at about $10 million.

For more information, to become a volunteer
or donate to WE CAHRE, visit www.somh.org
or call 306-1487. Literally, a life or death issue.

tals, the plan is to transition
the reactive and trauma
based nature of American
medicine into a more holis-

Swedish
Accupressure
Deep Tissue
Reiki

tic, humane and common
sense approach to healing.
The profit driven mania of
U.S. medical care has
become tragic to many fami-
lies but lucrative for

As pharmaceutical cor-
porations dominate the
industry, the actual defini-
tion of healthcare has sadly
become a misnomer.

LUCE
310.396.6936

luceqg@earthlink.net

CERTIFIED MASSAGE THERAPIST & HYPNOTHERAPIST

Many people, even the well-
insured, are simply afraid of
seeing a doctor. With sur-
gery departments wildly
profitable, many doctors
instantaneously recommend
intrusive and unneeded sur-
gical procedures. Handed

at Temple Bar
Friday-s July 30th

investors and hospital own- | p; e span
Hypnotherapy ers.

European Facial

Lynph Drainage

Tantra ¥oga Meditation

Qi Gong / Yoga / Massage Instruction
Astrology / Tarot Reading

to spin cuban musica
boogaloo. guaguanco
& Latin Soul

before set

TICKETS: $10
DOORS OPEN @ 9 PM
SHOWTIME @ 10:30 PM

310-393-bk11
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ALLSTARS

102k Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica. CA

Wwww.templebarlive.com

Wuwe.spamallstars-cem
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GRVNC Election continued from page 1

tion which included convincing the city s Dept.
of Neighborhood Empowerment (DONE} that
Venice was split down the middle over the issue
and the election should be postponed.

The Board deliberated over DONE s advice
to postpone the election and concluded that the
future of the neighborhood council was in dan-
ger if the election was not held as scheduled,
since a majority of Board members would no
longer be in office after June 30. In that case, the
Board would no longer be able to conduct busi-
ness without a quorum. A majority of the
GRVNC Board rejected DONE s advice and
voted to proceed with the election, whether or
not it was sanctioned by the city.

Board member Paul Ryan, who works for the
Center for Governmental Studies and specializes
in campaign finance reform, was appointed to
chair the election committee. Ryan drafted new
rules for the election which included no absentee
voting, but they were not approved by DONE.
He resigned three days before the election after
checking with Westminster School and learning
that the site and/or parking might not be avail-
able after all.

Two days before the election, the Board
appointed Attorney Sabrina Venskus, an at-large
member, as the new (third) election chair, and
Casey Peters as the Independent Election
Administrator. Peters had recently administered
the elections for a station board at radio station
KPFK.

Venskus hastily created ballots, instruction
sheets and other election material, drafted a crew
of poll workers and open the doors of the polling
place on time at 10 am, Sunday morning.
Promptly at 4 pm, Peters announced the polls
closed and began counting the ballots.

While the turnout was somewhat off from
previous elections, it was not as much of a fall off
as some have alleged. Two years ago, 621 votes
were counted in the GRVNC s first election. Last
year, in a highly-contested election, the on-site
tally was 678 (another 570 votes came from
absentee voters). Neither of these elections had
the problem of not having any parking or the
uncertainty of whether the election would even
be held. In these circumstances, having only a 25
percent smaller turnout at the polls is amazing.

Now that Venetians have spoken, the ball in
is the city of Los Angeles court. Will our over-
lord permit genuine grass roots democracy or
will we become Irag-west?

Election
Day
Photos

Grass Roots Venice Neighborhood Council
Preliminary results from the June 27 election
Total voters: 509

President
Jennifer Carson: 46 regular votes + 6 provisional votes = 52 total votes
Suzanne Thompson: 357 regular votes + 31 provisional votes = 388 total votes

S 5 regular write-ins + 1 provisional write-in = 6 total write-ins
- uzanne

§#. Thompson

Vice President
Alice Stek: 359 regular votes + 35 provisional votes = 394 total votes
10 regular write-ins + 1 provisional write-in = 11 total write-ins

Dr. Alice
Stek

2nd Vice President
DeDe McCrary: 363 regular votes + 33 provisional votes = 396 total votes
6 regular write-ins + 2 provisional write-ins = 8 total write-ins

3 DeDe
i McCrary

Government Relations Officer
Sheila Bernard: 335 regular votes + 31 provisional votes = 366 total votes
14 regular write-ins + 2 provisional write-ins = 16 regular write-ins

Sheila
Bernard [

Secretary
John Davis: 357 regular votes + 31 provisional votes = 388 total votes

10 regular write-ins + 1 provisional write-in = 11 total write-ins

At-Large Representative
Francisco Letelier: 346 regular votes + 30 provisional votes = 376 total votes
Richard Myers: 25 regular votes + 3 provisional votes = 28 total votes
Larry B. Smoot: 7 regular votes + 3 provisional votes = 10 total votes
4 regular write-in votes + 1 provisional write-in vote = 5 total write-ins

Francisco
Letelier

Geographic Representative District 1 Penmar North
Deborah Krall: 90 regular votes = 3 provisional votes = 93 total votes
Rick Selan : 2 regular votes + 0 provisional votes = 2 total votes
0 write-in votes recorded

Deborah
Krall

Geographic Representative District 2 North Beach/Rose Avenue
Bonnie Cheeseman: 25 regular votes + 4 provisional votes = 29 total votes
7 regular write-ins + 0 provisional write-ins = 7 total write-ins

Total votes cast for Geographic Representative District 2 = 36 Bonnie
Cheeseman

Geographic Representative District 3 Oakwood
Bridget Graham: 63 regular votes + 12 provisional votes = 75 total votes
2 regular write-in votes + 1 provisional write-in vote = 3 total write-ins
Bridget Total votes cast for Geographic Representative District 3 = 78
Graham
Geographic Representative District 4 Penmar South
Dennis Hathaway: 30 regular votes + 2 provisional votes = 32 total votes
Will Yeager: 2 regular votes + 2 provisional votes = 4 total votes
3 regular write-in votes + 0 provisional votes = 3 total write-ins

Dennis f
Hathaway |

Geographic Representative District 5 Milwood/Central Venice
Howard Saxe: 3 regular votes + 0 provisional votes = 3 total votes

Kelley Willis: 8 regular votes + 0 provisional votes = 8 total votes

Emily Winters: 115 regular votes + 9 provisional votes = 124 total votes
1 regular write-in vote + 0 provisional write-in votes = 1 total write-in
Total votes cast for Geographic Representative District 5 = 136

Geographic Representative District 6 Presidents Row/Triangles
Michael McGuffin: 27 regular votes + 3 provisional votes = 30 total votes
John Raphling: 20 regular votes + 3 provisional votes = 23 total votes

3 regular write-in votes + 0 provisional write-in votes = 3 total write-ins Michael
McGuffin

Geographic Representative District 7 Canals/Peninsula

Zoe Garaway: 34 regular votes + 2 provisional votes = 36 total votes

2 regular write-in votes + 3 provisional write-in votes = 5 total write-ins
Total votes cast for Geographic Representative District 7 = 41

Zoe
Garaway

Total votes cast for all 7 districts Geographic Representative = 481

By-Laws amendment 4 - If more than two candidates
are running for an office, voting shall be by Instant
Runoff Voting.

Yes: 399 regular votes + 38 provisional = 437 (95%)
No: 20 regular votes + 1 provisional vote = 21 no votes

By-Laws amendment 1 - Defines stakeholder status
(live, work, own property, participate in Venice organi-
zation). Stakeholder status attested to by the voter (ID
not required).

Yes: 317 regular votes + 34 provisional = 351 (77%)
No: 100 regular votes + 7 provisional = 107

By-Laws amendment 5 - A third party, such as the
By-Laws amendment 2 - Redistribution of Board League of Women Voters, shall serve as the election
duties. administrator.
Yes: 371 regular votes + 33 provisional = 404 (90%) Yes: 404 regular votes + 36 provisional = 440 (94%)
No: 38 regular votes + 6 provisional = 44 No: 23 regular votes + 3 provisional votes = 26

By-Laws amendment 3 - Stakeholders will affirm by
signature at the time they request a ballot that they
meet the criteria to be a stakeholder.

Yes: 299 regular votes + 34 provisional = 333 (73%)
No: 115 regular votes + 7 provisional = 122

By-Laws amendment 6 - Board members shall remain
in office past the July 1 expiration date for their terms
if newly elected Board members are not seated by
then due to election challenges.

Yes: 386 regular votes + 35 provisional = 421 (91%)
No: 36 regular votes + 4 provisional = 40



Interview with new Venice Neighborhood Council
President Suzanne Thompson

Suzanne Thompson, a resident of Central
Venice, became the second person to be elected
president of the Grass Roots Venice Neighbor-
hood Council (GRVNC). Two years ago, Tisha
Bedrosian was elected unopposed to become the
first president. Bedrosian resigned after a year in
office, and the Board appointed to replace her
until the June 2004 election. Thompson, a mem-
ber of the Venice Progressives slate, was elected
last year to an at-large position on the GRVNC
Board. She now begins a two-year term as presi-
dent. She was interviewed for the Beachhead by
Jim Smith.

Beachhead: How does it feel to be elected to a posi-
tion with no compensation but lots of
headaches as the leader of Venice’s emerg-
ing government?

Thompson: I'm honored to have the
support of my community and look
forward to advancing the Venice
Progressive’s Platform along with the
backing of a group of committed, high-
ly talented individuals elected to the
Board. It's great to be monetarily com-
pensated for one s work. However, |
find great satisfaction working for
social justice and for the good of my
community. | feel very fortunate to rep-
resent Venice and | know | gain
strength, courage, and patience work-
ing with this Board. | see my role as
President of GRVNC to inspire others
to join in, get involved and make a difference in
Venice. This will not be a one woman show. I'm
happy to share the headaches.

Beachhead:: Tell us a little about yourself. What do
you do for a living? How long have you lived in
Venice? etc.

Thompson: | first moved to Venice in 1984 and
lived with my partner at the time, Ed Ferrer. This
is where | found community and knew this
where | wanted to spend the rest of my life. | can
remember waking up in the morning and phon-
ing Steve Clare and Susan Millmann to join us
for breakfast at the Merchant of Venice on Abbot
Kinney Blvd. (then known as West Washington
Blvd.) and it was like party. All our friends were
there having breakfast. Our social time was spent
discussing current events, especially the war in
Central America and what was happening with
the homeless on Venice Beach.

I became politically active volunteering for

GOURMET ITALIAN ICE

HOMEMADE WITH FRESH FRUIT AND NATURAL JUICE

83 WinowarD Ave. VEnice CA 90291 (310) 314-8218

Suzanne Thompson

El Rescate, the largest Central American Refuge
Center in the country, located in downtown L.A.
which led to a development director position.
Jackson Browne and Bonnie Raitt were very
committed to the cause and | was successful in
securing them for many benefit concerts. In the
early 80’s | spent two weeks in Nicaragua and El
Salvador and witnessed the destruction and vio-
lence my country was imposing on these people.
| spent years fundraising for non-profit
organizations which included the American Red
Cross and the American Lung Association where
| produced a three-day outdoor adventure, a
Bike and Hike on Catalina Island. My love for
the arts and politics grew even stronger and |
was fortunate to be asked to manage
Sab a, a Nuevo Cancion music group
¥ based in LA which then led to work
with Huayucaltia, an L.A.-based
Andean Jazz fusion ensemble. That
led to working with the music group
Soul Vibrations from Bluefields,
! Nicaragua. We toured the US and
¥ Canada.
3 | ve also done a lot of work about
the founder of the ILWU (Longshore
Union), Harry Bridges. | helped
develop two radio documentaries,
"From Wharf Rats to Lords of the Docks:
| The Life and Times of Harry Bridges"
and "From Piers to Plantations: A Union
in Hawai’i". Last year, | produced the
live performance of "From Wharf Rats
to Lords of the Docks™ in front of an
audience, mostly ILWU workers and brought in
Haskell Wexler to film it.

Beachhead: What do you see as the most pressing
issues before the GRVNC?

Thompson: For me, it is the neighborhood coun-
cil being recognized by our Councilwoman,
Cindy Miscikowski, as the official representa-
tives, or "voice" for Venice, as the city charter
provides. We need better relations with her and
her aides.

The other pressing issue is communicating
with the Venice stakeholders, media and City
Hall. GRNVC has not done a good job of that
and | feel it has really hurt the organization and
its credibility. It is a major priority for me and |
believe the organization can make a recovery
and involve more people in the organization as
well, by informing people of our accomplish-
ments, goals and upcoming meetings and
events. There are several GRVNC committees
doing great work for Venice. Check out the web-
site, www.grvnc.org. This too will be improved.

Beachhead: It’s still up in the air whether DONE
will certify the June 27 election? What do you think
should be done (pardon the pun)?

Thompson: The GRVNC board members need
to meet with DONE and try to work this out.
The neighborhood council and its committees
can and should continue to meet over the sum-
mer. I'm committed to doing whatever it will
take to keep this organization alive.

Beachhead: Getting past the current adversities,
what do you want to accomplish in the next two
years?

Thompson: | want to work to improve the orga-
nization’s communications, as | earlier stated
and to involve more stakeholders on committees
and form new committees. Two that come to
mind are a Community Garden and an Arts
Committee. We need more public art in Venice
and to celebrate our community of musicians,
actors, poets and visual artists. We have several
artists on the board, two of whom have beautiful
murals in Venice. | know there are lots of people
who care about what'’s going on in Venice and
are looking for opportunities to improve their
neighborhoods and to make a contribution. If |
can help make that happen, along with the
Board, then I'll be happy.
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Beyond Venice:

Trends in Foreign Elections

By Faramarz Nabavi

Most U.S. media virtually ignores the rest of
the world, unless if America has thousands of
troops fighting somewhere. There is a blackout
on how people are reacting both to Bush and
pro-business policies in their own lands.

The single trend that cuts across most coun-
tries is the breakdown of two-party dominance;
even in those that lack proportional representa-
tion, such as Canada and Britain, more than a
third of voters cast ballots against the two
biggest parties.

On June 28, Canadians gave the pundits a
run for their money by voting solidly against the
pro-Bush Conservative Party. A major corruption
scandal, and displeasure with the increasingly
pro-business, anti-social orientation of the
incumbent Liberal Party, high antagonism
toward American military and economic hege-
mony caused Canadians to reject the Conserva-
tives. This despite projections showing a race
that was "too close to call.

With turnout high, many Canadians voted
for the socialist New Democratic Party (similar
to the Peace & Freedom Party), the leftist Bloc
Quebecois, and the Greens. Founded by unions,
the New Democratic Party forced the Canadian
government to adopt universal single-payer
health care back in the 1960s. Now, with no party
holding a majority in Parliament, the Liberals
will depend on support from the NDP and BQ,
providing protection for social services at home
and an independent foreign policy abroad.

Overseas, the European Parliament elections,
held over four days in June and covering 25
countries, including the 10 new member-states in
the east, showed a strong trend among voters
against ruling parties that sent troops for Bush'’s
war on Irag, as well as those that have been
imposing pro-business economic policies, as in
Germany and France. In addition, a major issue
was the future of European integration.

The main groupings in the European
Parliament did not change their overall relative
standing. The conservative Christian Democrats
came in first, followed by labor/social democ-
rats, libertarian/liberal centrists, eurosceptics,
greens/regionalists, far left, and far right.
Conservatives ran very strong in Eastern Europe.
The centrists ran strong everywhere, and the
eurosceptics grew in a number of outlying coun-
tries (Britain, Denmark, Sweden, Poland, and
Slovakia).

Of the major West European countries,
Britain faced the greatest political upheaval, with
Tony Blair’s (a.k.a. the "Bliar") Labour Party get-
ting a moribund 20 percent of the vote, with the
Conservatives having a huge drop as well, while
the eurosceptics surged from almost nowhere to
within striking distance of both. The Greens and
the racist British National Party also made big
gains, though the BNP failed to win a seat.

The Green parties across Europe witnessed
divergent trends: in Germany and Britain, they
did very well, benefiting from dissatisfaction
with the ruling labor parties, but elsewhere their
support dropped. The German and French Green
parties have a centrist "realo" orientation, sup-
porting interventionist wars (NATO vs.
Yugoslavia); left fundi Greens did poorly.

For the far left, the results were also mixed.
Those who pursued a "reformist” coalition strate-
gy (France, Spain) lost many seats, as did the
Trotskyites; those who kept a strong left stand
(Czech Republic, Portugal) and those who pur-
sued a broad left strategy (Netherlands,
Germany) did well. However, in Berlin, where
the PDS has imposed pro-business budget cuts in
a coalition government with the SPD, the voters
gave both of them a stunning rebuke.

Finally, for those who are interested in resist-
ance movements, Sinn Fein won seats for the
first time, in both Northern Ireland and the
Republic of Ireland. However, the Republic o