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Abbot's Got Gas

By John Davis

No not that kind of gas, at least not from
that source. Whew. We are talking about Abbot
Kinney Blvd. In what may spell doom or per-
haps boom for major new developments, the
City is requiring mutigation for what it terms
“Explosion/Release (Methane Gas).”

This part of Venice is 1n a former oil and gas
field, just like Playa Vista and Marina del Rey.
Deep underground there are gases that can slow -
ly rise to the surface through old abandoned
well bores and underground cracks in hard rock
called faults.

When the gases migrate from sources thou-
sands of feet below they mix with the ground-
water just a few feet under the surface.

Areas where the gases have mixed with the
sub-surface ground water are called gas seeps.
Playa Vista is full of them and apparently so is
Venice,

Like the gas of the real Abbot Kinney, part of
the oil field gas is methane which is lighter than
air. The City ordinance is designed to prevent
explosions and releases of methane gas.

Well, that seems wise enough, When you get
too much methane in the basement and the
alarms go off you get the hell out and run far
enough away to be safe if it explodes.

Al the skeletal Playa Vista Development, res-
idents who purchase homes are informed that
there are methane alarms there too. Who would
want a million-dollar plus house that didn't
have the latest in windows, toilets, and methane
alarms?

The City does not require Playa Vista to
inform poorer people living at the Fountain Park
Apartments about the methane problems and
alarm failures. They have had to find out the
hard way. Repeatedly, false alarms have been
triggered sending residents to stand outside

~ continued on page four

Neighborhood Council Elections

Venice Votes...and
votes...and votes

Around 600 Venetians turned out to vote on
June 28 for candidates for 10 positions on the
Grass Roots Venice Neighborhood Council
(GRVNC) Board. No one knows who won.

Absentee balloting, continuing until July 22,
was added at the urging of the Department of
Neighborhood Empowerment (DONE), which
oversees the more than 70 community councils in
Los Angeles. The election result won’t be known
until July 25, according to the League of Women
Voters, who count the ballots.,

I'wo slates dominated the campaigning. The
Progressive Grassroots Candidates, which is
endorsed by the Beachhead, fielded 10 candi-
dates, while the Team Venice slate presented
cight hopefuls, (see page 4 for the entire list)

The election process quickly became contro-
versial. The GRVNC Elections Committee held
no public meetings as required by the state’s
Brown Act. Even so, it presented elections pro-
posals to DONE, which included absentee vot-
ing. DONE officials claimed they were under the
impression that the rules, and absentee voting,
had been discussed in public and approved by
the GRVNC Board.

However, Chns Wood, 2nd Vice President of
GRVNC, filed a complaint with DONE, stating
that the process was kept secret even from her.
Most candidates, including the Progressives,
found out about the absentee voting when they
read about it in a aty flyer that was distributed
in some parts of Venice on June 6-7. The clase of
absentee voting was noon, June 15. Somehow,
more than 300 people requested absentee ballots
during that short period. Wood, and the
Progressive Candidates, eried foul, accusing
Team Venice of having been tipped off about the
absentee voting.

At a special meeting of the Elections
Committee on June 35, an Elections Committee
was finally appointed by Chairperson Greg
Fitchitt. An angry and boisterous crowd
demanded that the election be either postponed
or absentee balloting be reinstated. Because of
popular demand and at the urging of DONE rep-
resentatives Jamiko Bell-Potts and Jon Marlinez,
the committee reinstated absentee voling, with
the provision that requests for absentee ballots
had to be made by midnight on July 5 and bal-
lots had to be postmarked by July 22.

Beachhead Endorsement

In June, the Beachhead endorsed the 10-can-
didate slate of the Progressive Grassroots
Candidates.

They are: Elena Popp for secretary, Jim Smith
for treasurer, Tom O'Meara for communications
officer, and all seven at-large board candidates:
Elinor Aurthur, Sheila Bernard, Peggy Lee
Kennedy, Lydia Poncé, Suzanne Thompson,
Sabrina Venskus and Laddie Williams.

Last month’s Beachhead endorsement edito-
rial noted that the candidates were selected at a
public community meeting, rather than being
self nominated. Their extensive platform, which
includes emphasis on affordable housing and
community control of development, sets them
apart from the rest of the pack (of candidates).

Recently, the pages of the Beachhead have
been full of BIG development proposals and BIG
opposition from the community. It would be nice
to see the neighborhood council take a stand in
support of the community. We believe that
would happen if the Progressive slate is elected.

In addition, more and more tenants are being
driven from Venice because of rent increases and
no affordable housing alternatives, The on-going
attempt to evict Albert Dunne, the 88-year-old
veteran is one just one such example. This is just
one more big reason for supporting the
Progressives. ©

. .

Election Timetable

July 5 - Requests for absentee ballots
due [Emal elections@ grassroclsvenice ord)

July 22 - Ballots must be postmarked

July 25 - Votes are counted

Is Venice becoming
a Banana Republic?

No, not a clothing
store, But one of those
third-world countries
where the rules for elec-
tions are played fast
and loose by those in
power - like Florida.

First was the scan-
dal of an election com-
mittee of the neighborhood council conduct-
ing its deliberations in secret, and avoiding
one of the top officers of the counal, Chris
Wood.

Then there’s the first round of absentee
voting, which one side apparently knew
about, and the other side didn’t. If you
blinked, you missed the deadline for making
an absentee ballot request.

Then there were reports of eyewitnesses
who allegedly witnessed Team Venice candi
dates Raiding coffee houses and cafes for
supphies of campaign material from the
Progressive slate, and dumping it in the
trash, while replacing it with their own
brochure.

Another low point in the campaign was
reached with a Team Venice “hit piece,” on
the day before the on-site election, which
claimed that Progressive candidate Sheila
Bernard had stated her opposition to ALL
development in Venice. On the contrary,
Bernard is known for coining the term “ele-
gant density,” in advocating for affordable
housing development,

She is absolutely not a Banana advocate
(Build Absolutely Nothing Anywhere Near
Anyone!).

Just as silly was the attack on Progress-
ive candidate Peggy Lee Kennedy, who has
taken it upon herself to feed hungry people

- continued on page four
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BEACHHEAD COLLECTIVE:

A Clover, Caral Foadiller, Hillary Kaye,
Vessy Mink, Yolanda Miranda, Lydia
Poncé, Jim Smuth, Alice Stek, Suzy Williams

The FREE VENICE BEACHHEAD is pub-
lished monthly by the Beachhead
Collective as a vehucle for the people of
Venice to communicate their ideas and
opinicas to the community at large.

The Beachhead encourages anyone to sub-
mat news staries, articles, letters, photos,
poetry or graphacs of interest to the Venice
community. The staff reserves the nght to
make all decistons collectively on material
published. There 15 no editoe on the
Beachhead, The printing is financed by ads
and donations, The articles, poetry and art
work express the opinions of the individual
contributors and are not necessanily the
views of the Beachhead Collective,

To submit matenial, include your name and
telephone number. Anonymous material
will not be printed, but your name will be
withheld on request. [t return of material is
desired, a stamped self-addressed envelope
is required. No payment is made for mate-
rial used. Mail to: .0, Box 634, Venice, CA
90294, Web: <www.freevenice.org= Email:
<Beachhead®freevenice.ong>. Copyright
2005

Our Mission Statement

Oh Holy Shit

The Thought Police are rising
It is the Time
for the Beachhead’s rebirth

Now is the Time to get your
thoughts

together
If you care whether
yvou have a thought of any worth.
Thoughts left of Center
Homeowner or Renter
Put your Head where vour Pen® is
Send it to us use your wils
and if we like it
We'll print or plagiarize it
or tear itinto

..‘COC.COC.COC.COC.....................................................................................0.......0...0...0......................................‘
-
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teeny tiny
bits
= by the Slumgoddess
“Pen: Antique Term for Wored
Processor ce Computer
Beachhead Sustainers
Richard Abcarian John Gibson
Eric Ahlbery Marvin Klotz
Linda Albertano Larry Layne
Beachsites.com Drew McSherry
Chuck Bloomquist Ve Mernam
Phil Chamberlin Susan Millman
Steve Clare Alessandra Montagna
Tina Coccoran Olga Palo :
Lance Diskan Sherman . Pearl .
Ed Ferrer Moe Stavnezer p<
William Fleeman Mike Suhd .
Larry Frank Suzanne Thompson ¢
Ruth Galanter Emily Winters .
. Don Geagan :'
.. Become aBeachhead
", Sustainer o

Recent back issues of the Free Venice
Beachhead are on-line at
www freevenice,org

LETTERS

— send letters to: Beachhead
POB 644
Venice 90294

Email: Beachhead@freevenice.org
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Thomton Avenue Development
Dear Beachhead Readers:

The city has approved two Ocean Front progects
fronting on Thomton Avenue. The present aty code
amendment states a 23 ft. maximum on walk street
buildings. These new buildings have been approved
at a hesght of 35 feet and have improper sethacks not
in exact line with the rest of Thornton Ave. Sunshine
and views for the residents would be cut oft, not to
mention the communaty feeling of Venice.

The walk streets and Ooean Front Walk are a part
of Venice,. Why would tourists or anyone want to
stare at §2 million condos, just like every other place?
This cannot happen. This would set a very poor
precedent for all future buildings built here, 1 have
gathered 269 signatures and other people are gather-
ing signatures as well. Withan 75 days, the matter will
come toa public hearing. Please Help!

Wnte to:

Emily Gabel-Luddy
Panning Dept

200 N. Spring, St 7th floor
Los Angeles, CA %0012

Joyee Haskell
Thornton Avenue resident

Thornton Avenue Towers (below):
A familiar sight from the Ocean
Front Walk, but not for much
longer (see letter, above).

Dearest Beachhead, All:
You honoe me with every issue. “Thank You®-
Much- (I Really Miss You!)
Love,
Tina Catalina Corcoran

Dear Beachhead,

Venice Beach was the first place | visited when |
arrived to thas country from Guatemala. Every year it
15 a ritual for me to go there and feel free walking and
relaxing, like 1 did then bwenty years ago

Edwin Visquez
Rosamond, Calitormia

Dear Free Venice Beachhead,

On June 17, | attended a C-PAB (Communaty
Police Advisory Board) Homeless Outreach meeting at
the LAPD Paahic Division (Vemioe's police station). |
saw an employee of the City Attoeney’s office present
a paper to the LAPD, which was supposed to be list of
license numbers of Venice homeless tolk who live in
their vehicles. These vehicle license numbers were col-
lected prior to the meeting while driving through
Venice neighborhoods with the supposition that these
vehicdes were beng lived .

Call me foolish, but | thought that the criminaliza-
tion of homeless folk was a bit more random than this
and | also wonder of this kind of hicense collechng is
part of the City Attorney’s budget. Compassionate
Venice residents should attend such meetings and dis-
courage the laughing when someone slips and says,
“No Homeless Sign,” instead of “No Parking Sign!”
This is so not funny.

Just in case Beachhead readers didn’t already
know - some of the major causes of homelessness are:
the lack of a [famaly] support system, lack of afford-
able housing, economic hardships, and declining
social services. One nice peanut gallery comment |
heard at the meeting was about shipping the homeless
to Barstow,

I could say much more and | will, but [ ask read-
ers not to support the needless harassment of Venice
homeless folk, To quote a cnitic of the Free Venice
Beachhead and the author/ editor of the Watchdawy,
“The future of Venice is depending on all of us to take
part and pont the powers that be in the right direc-
tion.”

The next Homeless Outreach meeting foe Veruce
15 July 15, 6:30 PM at the LAPD Paafic Division. For
more information on attending Homeless Outreach
meetings, contact LAPD Pacific Division Otficer
Mathews at 310 202 4524,

Peace,
Peggy Lev Kennedy
Dear Beachhead,

The June issue looks great. | loved learning about
Abbot Kinney and the story about the Beachhead and
the Mao’s Kitchen restaurant is hilarious.

Please accept the enclosed check as a first attempt
on my part to partially defray Beachhead collective
production costs.

Thanks agam and | hope to see you at a poelry
reading or other cultural event soon,
lvan Smason

Dear Beachhead,

Here's a History question for you:

At the time of fJohn Haag's Vernice West coffee
house, in 1959, there was a coffee house up in West
LA, on Sawtelle near the VAL It was called the Blue
Couch. What was the name of the man who ran that
one?l think he might have been a relative of fJohn
Haag's, but I'm not sure.

Any info you can provide will be appeecated.
Thanks,
Marty Samps

Fach Mann
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Silora in her Vensce Free Theatre days

OOK OVER UVEMICE

By David Scott (1973)

Ain’t got a nickel or a dime
Ain’t got a watch to tell the time
Aint got no job
Ain’t got a prospect in sight
But I'm not feeling low
I've got no place to go
But there’s a Moon Over Venice tonight

Ain’t got no friends in city hall
Ain’t got nobody | can call
Amn’t got nobody who | helped
when times were tight
But I've no need to fear
I know the coast is clear

I've got my eyes - to watch her shining
I've got my ears to hear the ocean roar
And there’s a big bed of sand for reclining
Who could call for anything more?

Repeat 2nd Verse

Cause there’s a Moon Over Venice tonight.

Silvia Kohan
1948 - 2003

ilvia Kohan died in Venice on June
SZH, 2003, She was born in Argentina

in 1948 to parents of Rumanian
Jewish descent. The family immigrated
to the United States when Silvia was 10,
Silvia began singing all the show tunes
she learned from histening to the radio.

By high school, she was active in
the school chorus and musicals, and
was a member of the Los Angeles All-
City Choir. In 1965 she joined the musi-
cal revue “Up With People,” and spent
the next five years touring Europe, Asia,
and the United States.

In 1971, Silvia returned to Los
Angeles area and became one of the lead
performers singing, dancing and acting
in the Venice Free Theatre where she cre-
ated the song “ Moon Over Venice”, by
David Scott, thought by many to be the
definitive song about Venice

She also performed in many of the
more notable cabarets and clubs such as
the Troubadour and the Blah Blah Cafe,

She recorded several albums with
jazz pianist Mary Watkins.

Recently, she returned to Venice,
where she became well known to a new
generation of fans when she sang jazz,
blues and tangos on the Ocean Front
Walk at Rose Ave.

She recently completed a sound
track for a movie, and was going to
sing“Moon Over Venice” at the July 4th
“8th Venice Birthday Parade,

Silvia is survived by her sister,
Venice resident Feliza Kohan and their
Mother, Sofie. ©

Stltia and Chiloe on the Ocean Front
Walk, 2003

Silvia’s Voice

a large round balloon of sound
filling the sad heart with warm
full notes
a petulant god said
why should they have all the fun?
the goddess said
you need her heart her soul
to get yvou through the never
ending songs of prase of the
flawless falsettos of feathered angels
you need her to get you through
the boring Hell of endless
Paradise
she’ll come up here and rumble through
your choir with her
contralto
and pieces of heaven will shake
loose
down to savage Earth.
They need it down
there,

~ Carol Fondiller

NO EXIT: The Trammel Crow Project in the Oxford Triangle

By Barbara Eisenberg

In spite of and in the faces of approximately
260 Venice residents, the Grass Roots Venice
Land Use and Planning Committee, for the most
part, temporarily delayed the proposed monster
construction planned for 3224/3226 Thatcher
Avenue and 3221 Carter Avenue in the Oxford
Triangle.

This project, for which Trammel Crow (a
huge commercial real estate services develop-
ment company) has not yet acquired the proper-
ty, would be 375,000 square feet, of a French
Vocabulary design on 5.8 acres, It would be a
two to four story, multi-family facility with 670
parking spaces. The suggested rents of the luxu-
ry units would be from $1800 to $3700 per
month. The traffic pattern would be directed
through the completely residential Triangle to
Washington Boulevard.

I spite of the fact that the Oxford Triangle
Speafic Plan was set up to not allow any
increase in traffic through this area, the develop-
er attempted to ignore this.

Since the residents of Venice are referred to
as an "audience” at these meetings, tempers
flared and many persons showed great frustra-
tion, with frequent outbursts.

Unfortunately, this "audience” title which has
been put on the residents, creates an air that
those who "should” be making the decisions are
all but excluded by the "Royal” flavor the board
has imparted upon itself. "Thou Shalt Not Speak
Unless Spoken to First,"

In spite of a very poorly estimated traffic
study, by Crane and Associates, which shows an
increase from 110 trips through the Oxford
Trangle to 185 trips, just in the morming. With
this addition of 295 units some with three bed-

rooms (which in some cases would probably
house at least three roommates with an automo-
bile each) somehow seems flawed in correspon-
dence to the fact that there are presently 367
singe-family dwellings in the entire Triangle.
This traffic study claims that there would be
significant impact of traffic on side streets.”

Other outlandish suggestions from the
developer to reduce auto traffic through the
neighborhood were to provide free bicycles for
the residents of the project to use for grocery
shopping or to ride to work, and have plans to
make arrangements with delivery providers,
such as UPS, FedEx, and USPS, to coordinate
and make one delivery time.

One has to take a deep breath, here, to try to
imagme someone who can afford a 3,700 rent
even considering nding a bicycle o run errands
or go to work. This type of person would most
probably drive a very expensive car and want to
be seen in it. This type of person would, also,
most likely, have a maid or housekeeper, bring-
ing more traffic through the side streets,

Sadly, the Los Angeles City Planning
Department has checked off the traffic increase
as having "no impact” on the neighborhood.

Beyond all this, the Board hastily approved
to send the plan back to the developers until
such time as they would find a way to redirect
the traffic routes to Lincoln Boulevard instead of
through the Triangle to Washington Boulevard.

'no

After the extensive presentations had taken
up one hour and forty-five, since Darryl Dufay,
the Land Use and Planning Committee
Chairperson, began the meeting late, an
announcement came over the loud speaker to
clear the room. Not many people, it seemed,

heard Dufay tell the Board that in order to
accommodate the architects and developers, he
would “meet with them on the curb, if neces-
sary." As a result, almost everyone left, except for
about ten individuals who noticed the Board
convening in the parking area. In this new loca-
tion they continued Lo hear presentations for
1210/1212 Abbot Kinney Boulevard, which they
approved and 1345 Abbot Kinney Boulevard,
which they also approved. More artist-in-resi-
dence units and 4000 square foot units and res:-
dential over commeraal units,

In spite of the rules of the Ralph M. Brown
Act, GRVNC continues to flagrantly do as they
please and not follow those rules as it suits them,

One of the biggest violations of the Brown
Act s to not find enough time to allow for public
comment or inpul on any subject on the agenda.
The Trammel Crow Project had 90 "speaker
cards” submitted of which a "yes” or a "no” was
allowed with 100 opining a negative choice,
while the Board only requested a change of traf-
fic flow.

The movement of the meeting to a parking
lot and then refusing to allow the female mem-
bers of the community to make comments after
three and one half hours of patience, while chat-
ting up male persons is an oulrage.

This is a grave lack of respect for the com-
munity and citizens of Venice at large,

In spite of GRVNC's own Policy: "to
RESPECT the Community Stakeholders as the
ultimate authonty and controlling foree of
GRVNC. To respect the autonomy of all individ-
uals, groups, and organizations within the com-
munity.”

In spite of .. Q
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Venice Neighborhood Council

candidates:

Timetable: Absentee Ballot requests due by July 5.
Ballots must be returned by July 22

Secretary
Sonjia Eshell Mata -

Elena Popp - Progressive Grassroots Candidates
Carolyn Ward - Team Venace

Treasurer
Jeff Miles - Team Venice
Jim Smith - Progressive Grassroots Candidates

Communications Officer
Chris Bedrosian - Team Venice
Tom O'Meara - Progressive Grassroots Candidates

At Large
Elinor Aurthur - Progressive Grassroots Candidates
Sheila Bernard - Progressive Grassroots Candidates

Phylhs Des Verney -

Marta Evry - Team Venice
Rick Feibusch - Team Venice
Barbara Gibson - Team Venice
Clabe Hartley -

Amy Nation -

Phil Raider - Team Venice
Stephanie Reich -

Jataun Valentine -

Peggy Lee Kennedy - Progressave Grassroots Candidates

Lydia Poncé - Progressive Grassroots Candidates

Suzanne Thompson - Progressive Grassroots Candidates

Sabrina Venskus - Progressive Grassroots Candidates
Laddie Williams - Progressive Grassroots Candidates

Abbot's Got Gas

— continued from page one

waiting in the cold for an all clear. Wow.

Remember the fable of the Boy who cried
Wolf? Imagine a dad sitting with his son at the
Fountain Park Apartments, and the Gas Alarm
sounds, again. Dad might then say don’t worry
son, it is just the methane alarm failing again. Or
wt?

But there are other gases coming to the sur-
face too and they are extremely dangerous,

Gases known as BTEX, Benzene and Toluene
are on the list of Proposition 65 chemicals that
are known to cause cancer and birth defects.

Deadly hydrogen sulfide can also accompa-
ny oilfield emissions, It is primarily known to
cause brain damage in small concentrations and
15 one of the substances listed by OSHA as a pri-
mary cause of employee injury and death in the
workplace due to exposure. This gas has the
smell of rotten eggs.

The old City code is only for methane. It
does not consider the fact that some of the dan-
gerous oil field gases are heavier than air and
cling to the ground level, invading structures
and lingering, sometimes as people work, shop,
cat and sleep.

The City should ensure the public’s health
and safety by first analyzing the soil and ground-
water at these proposed developments on Abbott
Kinney Blvd. by conducting Environmental
Impact Reports required by the California
Environmental Quality Act. It is quite possible
that digging two levels into an oil field may
cause a release of gases that would otherwise not
take place. So if you see the bulldozers digging
two levels of underground parking hold your
nose. Whew, these large ugly fart lofts really do
stink up the neighborhood. ©

A lonely Ocean Front Walk, circa 1971

— continued from
page one

in Venice, Instead of being applauded for
this, words were put in her mouth that she
wanted the homeless to take over some
streets in Venice, and that people in campers
have the right to dump their sewage on city
streets. The hit piece asks, “Will it be your
street she gives away or tums into a public
health hazard?”

Unfounded smear campaigns unfortu-
nately are commonplace in political cam -
paigns. But why would the Team Venice
stoop to them in a neighborhood council
election where office holders are not paid,
and where winners and losers will frequent-
ly see each other around Venice after the
election is over?

It was a short step from verbal smears to
physical intimidation. That barrier was
crossed the day of the election, June 28,
when Chris Williams, supported by Rudolf
Axford and Rick Feibusch, attempted to
physically intimidate homeless activist and
Food not Bombs leader, Calvin Moss, who

was passing out Progressive Candidates lit-
erature.

Williams, Axford and Feibusch, who are
not exactly “wee folk” failed to intimidate
Maoss, and promptly called the LAPD. When
they arrived, Williams complained that Moss
was intimidating them! The officers, after
nterviewing all concerned, chalked it up to
“polities” and urged the parties to leave in
separate directions.

While these antics directly affect only a
few candidates and supporters, what hap-
pened next affects all of us.

At the June 25 Elections Commulttee
meeting DONE rep Bell-Potts pointed out
that the GRVNC would be without an effec-
tive quorum after July 1, the date when the
terms of 10 incumbents expired. Since the
wdentity of their replacements won’t be
known until late July (barring challenges),
she suggested that the Executive Committee
meet immediately to frame a bylaw revision
that would keep the 10 in office until their
replacements took over.

All agreed and a meeting was set for two
days later. However, at that meeting on June
27, the Executive Committee was unable to
achieve a quorum when Team Venice sup-
porters failed to show up. As a result, Venice
will be without a neighborhood council
board for at least the month of July and paos-
sibly longer, ©

~ The Beachhead Staff




The Vanishing of Venice (1938)

By Charles Harnis (Brick) Garrigues

The Santa Barbara carthquake of 1925 lasted forty
seconds. the Los Angeles quake of 1933 lasted about
eighty seconds. The Saint Francis Dam disaster was
over in seven hours. The Santa Monica Bay disaster
has lasted twenty years and will last another twenty
unless steps are taken to stop it

Sand s an interesting thang, Each week between
May and September approximately a mullion residents
of Los Angeles County drive oe ride from five to fifty
miles to spend an hour or two or theee lying upon it o¢
in the water. Nobody ever thinks of where it came
from or where itis going, It is just there. And then
some season they find that their favorite beach is gone.

In the mountains and steep cliffs to the north of
Santa Monica Bay the sand is made. Each winter, tons
of it are carried down from the canyons between
Topanga and Point Mugu. Day after day, night after
night, the waves shift the sand southward, aninch ata
time, past Santa Monica, past Ovean Park, past Venice,
Del Rey, the South Bay Gities, until it is dragged into a
huge subterrancan chasm off the coast at Redondo.

Watch the waves rolling in, at a forty-five degree
angle, but they roll out perpendicularly. As a wave
strikes the beach, it stirs up the sand, holding it for a
few minutes in suspension. During those few seconds,
the entire mass of water has moved an inch or two
southward; when the sand is deposited again, it has
moved intinitesimally down the coast.

Not many remember the magmficence of the
Flaya Del Rey of thirty years ago — the pavilion built
on the sea, the long, broad lagoon, protected by locks,
where the “smart set” of the day came (dnving down
in carriages) for boating, canoeing and swimming,.

That pavihon, with its peling and ats pethies, started
the destruction of the Del Rey beach. For the prers ere-
ated a “dead arca™ in the surf — an arca the waves did
not empty. And so the sand began to pale up north of
the prer, and the beach to the south began to suffer a
“sand fanune™ as its own supply was swept south-
ward.

Not many, for that matter, remember the Venioe of
a few years later — the model city of the day, laid out
by that strange old romantic realist, Abbot Kinney, in
an attempt to incorporate into one American town the
best, the most colorful, the most glamoeous — and per-
haps the worst — of half a dozen of the most colorful
cities of the New World

Upon the completion of Venice, something hap-
pened to the Venice beach, exactly the same thing that
had happened in Playa Del Rey: The construction of
the Kinney pier and breakwater cut off the supply of
sand south of the pier. For two miles, waves gouged at
the narrow sand bar which is the city of Venice, biting
further and further inland

In 1916 the first disaster came. Twenty-cight hous-
es were swept into the sea. Thousands of feet of beach
were destroyed. The physical disaster of Venice had
begun - a disaster without loss of life but surely
destroying a city. For Venice is not built upon saolid
carth, but upon a sand bar. Let that bar be eaten away
and the sea will sweep in, pourning into the lagoons
and canals below sea level and backing up the
swamps half a dozen miles toward Culver Gity.

[n 1933 another major step in the tragedy: Santa
Moruca built a yacht harbor A long breakwater was
thrown into the sea three males north of Venace. A new
dead area was created at the Vernice beach, a vast sand
trap sufficaent to hold all the sand moving down the
coast for fifty years to come.

Such 18 the slow destruction of Vemce. About
Venioe future generations will not ask “Why didn‘t
somebody tell somebody?” but “Why didn’t some-
body do something?”
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And the answer to that, of course, is Gread,

If Venice had been a wealthy aty like Santa
Maonica, it is probable that somebody might have done
something,. But the mistake of Abbot Kinney, the fail
ure to foresee the effects of the automobile, took its
toll. Cut off trom the rest of the world, with no better
highway than a twenty-foot alley, Venice became a
aty of Poverty.

Unlike Santa Monica or Santa Barbara, it did not
have scores of wealthy influential citizens ready to
battle for its future. The hundreds of thousands who
came weekly to bathe on its beach did not live in or
own property there, And so Venace shipped backward
while its people vainly attempted to find some way of
Hasting a road through the aty.

Here, too, they were defeated by Greed. But it
was therr own, dog-in-the-manger sort of Greed.

Everybody was agreed it should be buill on one
of throe routes:

¢ Along the Trolleyway where the interurban rail -

way ran.

¢ Along the narrow alley (known with offical

humor as the “Speadway ™).

¢ Or in the middle of the block between the two.

The problem was that from 415 1o 432 parcels of
prnvate property would have to be condemned - and
paid for — if one of these routes were chosen

The city and the county of Los Angeles joined to
study the problem. The federal government weghed
. They came up with an answer:

¢ Run the road right down the ocean fromt, along
public peoperty.

* Between Santa Monica and Del Rey, build a
senes of groynes (narrow, semi-submerged
plers) into the sea, to prevent the sand from
being washed away.

¢ From the dunes south of Del Rey, where Uncle
Sam was dumping four mullion cubic yards of
sand into the sea to construct a sewage treat-
ment plant, pump enough sand to All cut
Venice Beach to the desired width,

The entire project could be completed by this
method for two nullion dollars less than it would cost
to get a highway, plus beach protection, by any other
route.
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the tango kings, couldn’t be touched by threats or
promises, But he had a plan

Very quietly he retained an attorney named
Gilchnist who happened to be a relative by marriage
of District Attorney Buron Fitts, Harrah promised him
a fee of ten thousand dollars if he succeeded in block-
ing the program.

And so -

The county grand jury, always under the influ-
ence of the district attorney, suddenly announced an
investigation of the proposed sale,

But it was never begrun. [t didn't need to be. The
announcement alone was enough to convinee
Supervisor Ford that something was wrong. He
announced that he would oppose the entire program
and indicated that anybody voting tor it was probably
working tor the “corrupt interests which control
Venice.”

His announcement was enough to swing
Supervisor Herbert C Legy also into the oppostion.
Leggr was runmng for governor and could not affoed
to take a chance.

Supervisor Gordon MeDonough, who gets the jt-
ters every time the grand jury 15 mentioned, shpped
oul of town on one of s junkets just before the pur-
chase was to be consummated.

The puer purchase was permitted to die — and
with it there died the whole Vernice protechion pro-
gram.

It was not until several months later that the real
method by which the tango business was perpetuated
began to come into the open.

For Harrah refused to pay Galchrast has promused
fee. Gilchrist went to court and sued the tango king.
Harrah based his defense on the dlaim that the fee was
to have been for the improper “influencing” of public
officials and was consequently illegal,

The case is still being fought in the courts, and
the testimony is revealing the whole story of how
Greed blocked the protection of Venice,

And the Vanishing of Venice continues. Only
when it is too late will the cry go up: “Why didn‘t
somebody tell somebody 7™

Abridged from Wiy Duln't Someboely Tell Somebody?,
@ pammplelet pudiestal by Los Angeles newspapernum
Churrles Harras (Brick) Garrigues e May 1938 and repubs -
lishad in Jarmuary 1939, ©

The money was provided in the county
budget. And then, from a new quarter, there
bobbed up our old fnend, Greed.

The years had brought to Venice a differ-
ent atmosphere, Sideshows and ten-cent
amusements had given way to a new indus-
try — the tango business. (Tango is one of
those amusements on the borderline of the
law - sometimes legal, sometimes illegal,
depending on the interpretation of the
statutes, )

Into the plan to protect Venice was inject -
ed a war between thase who controlled
Venice - the tango operators - and the heirs
of Abbot Kinney.

The Los Angeles City playground depart
ment wanted the site of the Venice pier for a
major recreational area, with baths, solanums
and concert halls. The Abbot Kinney Com -
pany wanted to sell to the city.

But that would have meant the destruc-
ton of the tango kings determined to keep
their picr.

John Harrah, former mayor of Veruce
when it was an independent city, was one of
the top tango operators. He knew how public
officials can be controlled. He knew that
Supervisor John Anson Ford, a batter foe of

Grand
Canal

in the
1930s

Venice Statistical Review - 1936

Name of City: Venice

Slogan or sub-phrase: California’s All-Year
Playground.

Form of Government: Part of City of Los Angeles
Population: Gov’t census 10,260 {14936} Local est, 22,000
Average Temperature: 66, Rainfall: 10 inches

Financial: 2 banks with $2,000,000.00 total deposits
Telephones in service: 2,653

Churches: 10

Industry: Employing 2,000 men and 300 women, pay-
ing wages $13,000,000 annually, and having products
valued at $11,000,000 annually. Approximately 4/5 of
this activity can be attributed to oil development. 225
wells employing 2500 men. About 15,000 barrels daily
production.

Trade: Territory (retail) serves 50,000 people within the
trading area covering a radius of 3 miles, Jobbing terri-
tory serves 100,000 people within a radius of 6 miles,
Newspapens: Venice Evening Vanguard

Hotels: There are 10 hotels, with a total of 500 rooms.
Transportation: City served by Pacific Electric
Railroad, Bay Cities Transit Co., Culver City Municipal
Bus and Motor Coach Co,, and Pacific Greyhound.

Amusements: There is 1 theatre with a total seating
capacity of 1500 persons.

Education: Number of schools: 9, induding one high
school, one parochial school. Number of pupils in pub-
lic schools: 3,000, Number in private schools; 600, Total
of all teachers: 150, Value of all school property, pri-
vate and public, approximately $2,500,000.00.
University of Loyola, 600 students.

Libraries: One with 13,000 volumes

City Statistics: Total street mileage 250, with 80 miles
paved. Miles of sewers 65, electric street railway 10
miles. Fire Department employs 46 men with following
equipment: 5 autos, 2 engines, 1 hose and chemical
wagon, 1 hook and ladder truck, 1 rescue company, 1
Foamite company, in 2 station houses. Police depart-
ment has 63 men with 1 station and 6 pieces of motor
equipment.
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Several thousand
people “welcomed”
George W, Bush to
California, June 27.
He was here to col-
lect more than $3
million from right-
wing fat-cats who
have not yet moved
to Idaho.
Complaints with
Bush ranged from
the occupation of
[raq, his tax cut for
the rich, and the
small detail of not
having been elected
by a majority of the
voters, ©

Rally photos by Theresa Hulme

Whales under attack
TURN THAT DAMN THING DOWN!

In the name of national security the US. House of Representatives has passed an act
that would enable the Pentagon to eviscerate environmental regulations that protect sea life.

The National Defense Act Range Preservation Inititiative gives across the board immu-
nity from the Clean Air Act, the Marine Mammal Protection Act, the Endangered Species
Act, and all other environmental statutes,

The National Defense Act would allow the Navy to re-implement the high tech sonar
underwater testing that was stopped by federal judges. This testing was stopped when it
was found that the sonar waves were causing whales and dolphins to hemorrhage and
bleed to death,

The Navy sonar testing has a range of over 300 miles. The sound also breaks the sea ani-
mals’ ear drums, disorienting them, so that they are unable to find their feeding and breed-
ing grounds. Several hundred whales have already died.

The Senate has not voted on this act yet, but will vole as soon as possible after the July 4
recess,

Please call your senators immediately - our senators are Barbara Boxer and Diane
Feinstein. They can be reached at 202-224-3121 (Washington switchboard).

For more information contact the National Resources Defense Council at 212-727-2700 or
www.nrdewild places.org. ©

Cover-up on Venice Blvd.

For months it looked lhike the mural at the Venice
Health Center, 905 Venice Blvd., would survive the remod-
eling and expansion of the clinic, It had been an outdoor
mural that was being surrounded by the larger building.

A short time ago, however, 2x4s were drilled into the
mural, apparently in preparation for being covered up.

Calls to the Venwce Famuly Chinic, which operates, the
Venice Blvd. facility were not returned.
Hopefully, the cover up is temporary. ©

Dear Beachhead readers
and contributors:

Thanks to you, we are beginning our
second year anniversary in this most recent
incarnation of the Free Venice Beachhead.

Your letters, poems, articles, photos, art,
work, and money have helped us spread the
news about whose agenda is on the burner
and why.

We appreciate your support and the
Beachhead will work for free, but paper and
the printer cost money.

We're having a benefit on July 27th (see
page 12) to raise funds for the Beachhead
and the Venice Peace and Freedom Party.

You can also become a sustainer for
$100 a year - installments accepted!

With your help, we will be here for
years to come “comforting the afflicted and
afflicting the comfortable.”

Checks can be made out to the
Beachhead and sent to:

FREE VENICE BEACHHEAD
P.O. Box 664, Venice, CA 90294

Thank you and Chee Wah-Wah!

— The Beachhead Collective
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CARNAVALE: The Leela Dance Troup performed at this year’s Carnavale, held on
June 14, at Ozone Avenue and the Ocean Front Walk. It was the second annual cele-
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bration, but Carnavale was a traditional event in pre-World War Il Venice, ©
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Developer launches preemptive strike against Lincoln Place

By C.V. Beck

Even as the tenant union's altorney  went Lo
court on Monday AM, June 23, early-bright, for
historic preservation of these Lincoln Place
buildings, the crew (who had apparently crept
in the day and night before), managed to knock
down all the buildings which were the subject of
the court appearance before Judge Yaffe that
morning downtown. American Wrecking began
their dirty deed before lawful starting time
(they started at 6:30 AM, not 7) and by the time
court convened at 8:30 AM, the buildings were
mostly down already,

Present on Lake Street at 7:15 AM, was Eric
Hoffman, who identifies himself sometimes as
the controller, other times as the vice-president in
charge of development of Transaction, the corpo-
ration that owns Lincoln Place, and the American
Wrecking supervisor, who refused to identify
himself when [ asked; (told me it was none of my
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C.V. Beck

business, in a very hostile and threatening man-
ner) and approximately six or more security
thugs of the owner, one wearing full battle
regalia, including Kevlar vest, gun, handcuffs,
baton, two ammunmition belts and jack boots. (1

was told yesterday that about 20 sleeping home-

less persons were rousted from these buildings
by security immediately prior to demolition!)

When the judge heard our case by 930 am,
the buildings were flattened. Amencan
Wrecking had four dozer-excavator things, were
working fast and furiously. In their zeal to have
this despicable deed done ASAP, they neglected
to shut off the gas mains to the buildings and
also knocked down telephone and cable hines to
adjoining buildings, | called the gas company
who came out on Tuesday, as I was smelling gas
everywhere | went,

Shouldn't they have notified us that this
demolition was going to take place so we, the
people, (the residents and the surrounding

V. Beck

neighborhood) could protect ourselves from the
toxic materials spewed out into the air? Was this
an illegal stealth attack with no due process? |
did buy hearing protectors the next day. | was
getting a long-lasting headache, as the loud
beeping from the excavator/dozer went on and
on all day long at the loudest possible volume!

The stench from the diesel fuel in the air
was overpowering, also contributing to my
headache and Tuesday morning, 3:30 AM, |
woke up with chest pains, as if | had a sunburn
inside my lungs. Many of the residents here are
elderly and frail. They should keep the windows
closed to protect from the noise and dust and
toxic fumes beng generated, and should be
wearing masks and hearing protectors when
they go out. ©

Job Satisfactuon: (belote) Evic Hoffman of Transaction
Corp. and an wmdentified supervisor with American
Wrerking vieto the destruction of more Lincoin Place
affordable hossing wnils,
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On the 200th Anniversary
of the Founding of Venice

The foliovesng manuscript ws given fo me by @ rather ovd-
tookarg persow | met at Abbot's Habnit recentiy, He claied

tur be st bmee frieler from the fubure, who wishad to ramain
srcoveymones. | dan ‘t knose wlsetieer Teis acconnt of these
cvends 102 wwars in the fulure is accurale ov not. Bul, be s
faowest eovgh to admit the Boackhead Coflectioe Jund reject -
od iz arbicle when he submitted it i 2110, - Jan Smith

b Abbot of Venice took a long sip of her

cappuccing, and sighed. This would be

the longest day of her life, thought Shelly

Cabrera. Not only was it the 200th

anmiversary of the founding of Venioe, but
the Doge of Venice - that one on the Italian perunsula -
was in town, and she was expected to make a momen-
tous political decision. And it had only been a year ago
that her party, the Dolphins, won a magority in the
Verice Assembly and installed her as Abbol. Now she
had to fill the shoes of a Venace icon, the late Ball
Sawyer of the Justice Party.

She looked out at the surf from her third floor
apartment where the Grand Canal entered the Bay.
They called it Brooks Avenue m the old days, she
mused. Then, right on time, Chester Sims walked in
with the day’s stinerary. “How did you sleep, dear
Abbot?” he purred. “"Chester, no amount of small talk
is groing; to soften the blow of this day. Let’s get toit.”
Then, fecling a little guilty for jumping on ber seere-
tary, Shelly added, “I'm fine. How are you?”

“1'm wonderful as usual, considering | had to lug
all these paper up three flights of stairs, The clevator's
not working again,” he moaned. “And you should be
feeling good. Your friend Marco, the Doge 18 coaming,”

“There’s nothing between Marco and [, Chester,
[t's qust politics,” retorted Shelly.

"As you like it,” said Chester. “1t’s just that we
Venetians love to gossip. Oh, yes, and you had a few
visators downstars.”

“I hope you told them this was a holiday,” Shelly
asked hopefully. “1 did,” Chester responded. “There
was a delegation demanding better conditions in the
slums down on the Strand. They'll be back tomorrow.
Bul your Justice Party friend wouldn't take no for an
answer. She's still wasting.”

“Why does Christina Li have to torment me
today?” Shelly asked no one in particular. “"Oh well,
show her in, please.”

“Chrsting, how mice of you to visal.” The words
were hardly cut of the Abbot’s mouth when her
sometimes friend and elder roared her disapproval
at having to use the freight elevator, “Do you know
that there are laws, Shelly, laws to protect thase of us
who cannot walk? When are you going to fix that
thing?"

Shelly seems to be whaspering in response,
"Chnistina, unless you've come to make a citizen’s
arrest, tell me what you want. 1've got a million
things to do today.”

“Yes, [ know, Shelly. Bill Sawyer tald me a thou-
sand times that it's not easy being Abbot of Venice. |
just want to make sure you that you use this celebrea-
tion to announce the declaration of independence.
You know that Bill worked all bhus life fore this day.
What would he think if you passed up the chance of
a lifetime? The Doge 1s here and our “dear friend,”
the California Prime Minister is not. If you don't act,
we may be forced to cll for a vote of confidence in
the Verace Assembly, and some of your Dolphun
Party delegates may defect over independence.”

"Christina, stop.” Shelly interrupted. “First of
all, Bill Sawyer is dead. Bill's will asked the
Assembly to consider me, not you, to succced him as
Abbol. The delegates agreed, and here we are.
Besades, | haven't deaded what 'm going to do. You
know how [ hate to make these kinds of dedsions.”

Shelly could sew Chnistina preparing for a long
harangue, when Chester rushed in, exclaiming,
“Shelly dear, you're going to miss your speech at the
Pagan Parade. It is the 4th of July, you know.”

"Chester, do [ have to? There's so much to do
today,” complained Shelly

Chester made a face, “Now you know you da.
The Pagan Party holds the balance of power in the
Assembly. [f you desert them at the parade they may
desert you in the Assembly, Goddess forbid. And, you
know ['m a proud member,” smiled Chester. Shelly
surrendered, “All right. But 1'm not going to wear that
sully cape with the moon and stars.”

Shelly descended the stairs and caught the first
munid pal launch heading down the Grand Canal. She
arrived at the start of the parade - the old aty hall
museum - to the cheers of the pagans. The short top
down the canal followed a duagoenal line of what was
once called Abbot Kinney Blvd. inold Venice. That
was before the great subsidence.

In the carly morning hours of July 26, 2065, the
ressdents of Venice were tossed from thear beds by one

of the largest carthquakes ever to it a populated arca.
Because of the hour, only a few thousand people in the

Los Angeles megalopolis were killed. But then thou-
sands more died in days of aftershocks nearly as large
as the first giant quake. Less than a week later, the first
evidence of the subsidence was discovered. Los
Angeles was sinking. Not rapidly, but steadily. The
evacuation began in earnest. Most Angelenos trekked
to the north, never to retum

In the mass chaos, no one outside of Venice
noticed that their sandbar was not sinking, [n Veruce,
the evacuation was from the lower parts of the city to
the sandbar that runs parallel to the beach and nses a
few foet above sea level, Others set up camps on Mar
Vista hill, which had seceded from Los Angeles and
pened Venice a bew years ago.

Veruce had Hinally restored cityhood following the
M5 law passed by the United Nations General
Assembly that prohibited outside intervention in any
people’s deaision tor self-determination. Within a few
weeks Veruce voted for atyhood, and a few months
later, the nation of Californda came into being,

Meanwhile, o the [talian perunsula, the Serene
Republic of Venice was proclaimed. Later, under the
leadership of Marco Zitelli, it became a leader of the
small nations caucus in the United Nations. The small,
but histoeic, country became a trading power by send-
ing its mant cargo amh:ps throughout the world,
when the petraleum crisis made jet airplane freight
prohibitedly expensive.

In Venice, Califorma, its Abbot, Bill Sawyer,
worked like a mad man, rallying Venetians to stay put.
Those who still had hames above water took in those
who had become homeless, Boats that broke loose
from their moorings in the now submerged Marina
were commandeered to find food and fresh water to
keep the bedrag;hd Venetians alive. Sawyer seemed to
be everywhere, using his great bulk to help Venetians
move their meager belongings to higher ground, or to
upper Hoors of submerged houses. “Now 1 know why
1 spent all those years pumpung iron,” Sawyer suppos-
edly said after a particularly strenuous day.

Sawyer knew that California was in chaos, and
couldn’t help. Although a great deal of aid poured in
from Pacifica in the north, the Rocky Mountain
Alliance and Mexico, litthe of it found ts way to what

Angeles wanted to take a chance on living on an island
bordered by a new inland sea full of sunken buildings.
Sawyer and a few thousand hardy Venebans were left
to build a new society, much to thear own choosing,

After the parade, Shelley walked north on Ocean
Front Walk from the Windward Plaza, past lim
Moenson's tomb. Workers were busily mstalling the
loudspeakers and holographic peogectors that would
carry tomight's festivities -and her talk - up and down
the Ovean Front,

Lost in thought about her big speech, Shelly didn’t
notice Chester rapidly bearing down on her. “Shelley
dear,” be sasd breathlessly. “The Doge s here. He
wants to see you”

Ignoring his impatience, Shelly mused, “You know
Venice has changed so much, yet somehow it remains
the same. | woander if someone from Abbot Kinnwey's
day - or even John Haag's day - would recogmize the
place?”

“T'm sure they would,” Chester responded, forget -
ting; his mission to rush Shelley back to the municipal
hall. “You of all people should know that Verace 15
mageal,” he continued. “Time goes by, but the magie
remains. Why even the gods spared Venice dunng the
great subsidence, he exclaimed!”

Marco Zitelli, Doge of Venice and the Lagoon, sur-
peised Shelly as she entered the lobby. Instead of an
othaal handshake, Zitelh flung has arms around her
and kissed her passionately. Fortunately Chester had
gone off to see if the elevator was fixed, “I've missed
you so much mio amore, Marco whispered.™

Shelly drew back in shock. “Now, Marco. | told
you that rught in your Verace that we couldn’t continue
our romance. [t's impossible.”

"Yes, yes, | know, You have your Venice, and |
have my Venice. But please humor my fantasy,” he
pleaded.

Just then Chester returned with bad news. The dle-
vator was still cut of order. After an embarrassing
silence, Marco said excitedly, “Shelly, | saw you at the
parade when we were coming down the canal. You
looked magmficent in that cape with the moon and
stars. How daning!”

"Marco,” Shelley changed the subpact, “the
Assembly has gathered to meet you, Would you mind
saying a few words?”

Howurs later, the Ocean Froat Walk was jammed in
both directions with Venetians, It seemed that the
entire city of 125,000 had turned out to celebrate its
2A0¢h anniversary. Venice musicians had been perform:
ing on nearly every block until the holographic peojec-
tors flashed on, showing Abbot Shelley Cabrera
approaching the podium on the second flooe terrace of

the municipal hall,
“My fellow Venetians, Doge Zitelli, honored

Venice and surroundings

July 2108\

guests, itis my great pleasure o speak Lo you at the
begnmng of the third century of our great and
unique aty. Venice s more than buildings and
canals, Itis a state of mind. Throughout cur history
we have been trying to define this state of mind,
through poetry, painting, soag, sculpture and
lifestyle. Even today, we do not have the words that
describe exactly what is Venice. But we wall keep
trying, and by so doing, create more and more art.
“If you were not born in Venice, you came here
and went through a transformation that made you a
Venetian, It made you more thoughtful, more cor-
dial, more excited by the small pleasures of life.
How could we better define the difference that being
Venetian makes than to listen once more to the
words of our great, and sorely massed, Abbot, Ell
Sawyer." He sad: “Before | came to Veruce, | would
walk down the street of some strange aty and see
fear in peoples’ eyes when they saw me, Even 200
years after the end of slavery, | was not acoepted.
But when | walk around Venioe, people see me and
grin..and [ grin back. This is truly my home!™
“Fellow Venetians,” Shelley continued. “Today
we are faced with a difficult decision about our
future. I have dreaded offering my opinion about
cur future relationship with Califoenia and with the
world. But walking around Venice today, seang
thousands of you and talking with hundreds of my
friends has given me confidence that we are in a bet-

had become the island of Venice. In recent years, the
town of Venice had established cordial relations with
that other Venice, in Italy. In desperation, Sawyer sent
a plea to the first Venioe asking it to remember its
stricken namesake, Three days later, when the situation
was growing desperate for the Venctians, and even
Sawyer was almost without hope, the refugees raised
their eyes to see three grant red airships emblazoned
with the Winged Lion of Venice hovering overhead.

As every school child knows, those airships bore
food, medicine, earth moving equipment and pylons
upon which to base new buldings. Within days, canals
were being dug and the dirt and mud was pded up to
create little sslands surrounded by stroets of water,
Before long, 30-foot steed pylons brought from Italy
were dniven into the ground to make sturdy tounda-
tions for new buildings. Vemce spread oul, incorporat -
ing the remnants of the Palisades and Ocean Park. But
few of the shell-shocked former residents of Los

ter position to determine our destiny than is anyone

else. Therefore, [ have deaded to call a speaal ses-
sion of the Venioe Assembly to consider plaang a refer-
endum befoee our communaty. Tam recommending
that the referendum declare our intention of joining
the 500 sovereign and united nations of thix planct. My
fellow Venetians, Vernce has come of age.”

Suddenly Shelly felt that yet another carthguake
had come to strike her down at her moment of deci-
sion. Then she realized that it was the deep roar of
conga drums and thousands of Venetians applauding
her words. Shaken, she stepped back from the podium
and was quickly replaced by Vemar's finest salsa band.
The party of the century had begun.

Chester was almost the last person to see Shelly
that night. He glimpsed her and Marco cimbing the
stairs to ber third floce apartment. Then, he tumed,
yelled “Viva Veruce™ at the top of has lungs and waded
into the celebration. ©
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VALEDICTORY

By Lance Diskan
July 4

Oh Venice

My beloved friend,

How can | ever leave you?
Do | leave you,

Or do you leave me?

Yeu who have sheltered me
Through all these years,

Dazzled and inspired me,
Surrounded me with friends,

My community,

The home where | grew up,
Leamed to live,

Struggled through the many years
Of tears and laughter?

Too many memaries to remember!

Here on the ocean's edge

We have walked and danced,

Eight thousand sunsets shared

Canng for ane another,

Laver,

Companion from boyhood to parenthood,
How good it's been

To watch the passing days in your embrace,
Knowing of those who came before,

An unending arcade parade of sculs

Living out their dreams,

It seems just yesterday | arrived

And now | must tear myself away from your show
And go

Inta the soft, quiet mountains,

My mind cannot recall

All my heart's fill

The enes whao've come and gone,
The moments savored

Flavoring my poignant, pungent brews;
You!

You have changed so constantly -
Just a never-ending stream

Of visions, vaices

\anishing now like the western horzon
As my life moves into a8 new dawn.

| am but a single tale in your proud and profane history,

But ah, dear tawn,

You are the magic in my Iife,
The very time when life was full
Of friends, places,

Faces that will haunt my days

Oh, Venice

My beloved friend,

I can never leave you,
We are together

Now and always

One.

Taking It
By Hillary Kaye

O.K.. I'll stand here for a million days,
taking it

taking it

coming and going

just like everybody eclse

taking it

taking it as if | cared

taking it as if there was a way out of it
no more pretending that there is a way
not to take it one way or the other.

oh taking it.

acting like I never took it before,

O damn | guess I'll have to be a lady,
and take it like a man.

For Hippie John
By Tina Catalina

There ain’t no “Hip Song”
HIP enocugh,
To sing- for HIPPIE JOHN.
There ain’t no “BIG WORDS"
BIG enough,
To bring - for BIG BAD JOHN!
There ain’t no “FAREWELL”
FAIR enough
To play- Farewell my Friend...
There ain’t no “SWEET WORDS”
Sweet enough,
To whisper...
Amen

First Venice Beach Drumcircle

By Bill Fleeman

the first venice beach
drumcircle happened
the magic summer of '59,
u'd see tamboo
a.k.a. curtis smith
kneeling seven feet tall
head thrown back black
against the red ball sky
out on the sand
way down by the surf
where the cops wouldn't go
on account of sand
in their shoes,
u'd hear the conga drum
crash boom sound
clear from the
venice west cafe
door ajar or not
where sponto is now,
sondra t u said it took
5000 signatures to
save the drum
from dying like
a grunion in the sun,
listen so u know

4

of the breakers

of tamboo's drum
& his song:

/

{
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the circle is the same:
just above the sound

“ wucan hear the echo

"this generation don't
dig violence, man."

MONDAY MORNING
AT THE 7-11

By John Haag

The alcohol addicts
arriving at six o’clock,
buying their beer or
bumming for wine.

Everybody waiting

for the morning deliveries
of milk and newspapers
or something to start

The day with, hoping
that nothing goes wrong:
but, of course, the
outside newspaper rack

Swallows their quarters
without recompense.

VENICE
by Edwin Vasquez

Itis a sea
where rivers of people
How unaware of the surprises ahead.

It is a place
where the constant interaction
of colors, shapes
forms and languages
creates a vemxe like no other in the world.

Venice is
a multicultural ecosystem
on its own.

The ecliptic style
the uniqueness of the community
is the perfect formula
to fall in love.

For me, a simple mortal
is 4 diamond in the Pacific
where a blue silk ocean
reflect the spirit
of thousands of tourists
smiling,
walking,
ahsorbing,
the energy and the light
of the California sun.

Venice is pleasure
Venice is freedom.

uueN yory
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FIDELITY EDUCATIONAL PRESS
5064 S. Vermont Avenue * Los Angeles, CA 90044

ONEIL M. CANNON

A Union Label Printer

- W_V
' *{:&o 75

Office (323) 778-1432 Fax (323) 778-1917

Featuring cutting edge products (hat support

eYour body, mind, and soul
® In harmony with the environment

and receive 28°% off

LEAFLETS - NEWSLETTERS rsraara v
RUSH ORDERS! = =

il

From your Camera Ready Copy
Email: FidelityPress@earthlink.net

By appointment: Office Hours Mon - Fn 11am - 3pm
LEAFLET PRICES ARE NEGOTIABLE FOR PEACE MOVEMENT MEMBERS

VeniceDating.Com

o N, . Find a Date the Easy Way
KAREN'S KARE
Loving Day Care Home Your Use the Internet
18 Mos, - 5 Years KAREN REEVES auvertisement
Lo 407609795 FIMSERES —_— www.venicedating.com
Just
$25

Coming next /

|

month:

Theirs or Ours? Carol Fondiller | |

Sig juke bo afe 50s: " :
Sign on a juke box at Cafe 50s intervi
“The songs you play may not be (el
the songs you hear, Ruth Galanter §

due to old age!”

Sponto Gallery is showing:
“NORTH BEACH, 90291"

- The photo-surrealistic perceptions of
S pa nis h c I asses Rich Main’s imagery, circa 1970 on.
* July 19-24... at 7 Dudley, Venice
at the Vera Davis McClendon Center Opening: 7 pm Saturday, July 19, 2003 ... 310-399-2078

610 California Ave.

Tuesdays
8 weeks beginning July 8

Beginning Spanish
5-7pm

Intermediate Spanish
7-9pm

Fee: $25 for Summer Session
or $5 per class

Pay first night of class
For more information:
310-831-2325 (Letha)
or 310-305-1865 (Alicia)

Taught by Letha Worden

Rich Mann



POETRY

Beyond Baroque, 681 Venice Blvd. 822-3006
FREE WORKSHOPS & READINGS

Sinoe 1969, Beyond Barogue has provided a free workshop

program and gathering place for writers to develop their

voice, fimd support, and build new communities. Bring

copies of your work www.beyondbarogue.org

* MONDAY NIGHT FICTION - 8 pm

Woekshop focuses on short shorts, stooes, and novels. With

Steve Pukin and Matthew Byloos.

* TUESDAY NIGHT CREATIVE NON-FICTION - 8 pm
Bring works of creative non-fiction, memoir, and prose,
Led by Cindy Bailey and Wayman Bames,

* WEDNESDAY NIGHT POETRY -8 pm

The West Coast's longest running, free workshop and a leg-
endary gathering of poets.

* THURSDAY NIGHT POETRY - 8 pm

First and last Thursdays of the month. Bring poems
you're thinking about (yours or other poets’); with
Jenny Factor and Jessica Goodheart.

* THURSDAY ALT.SCREENPLAY - 8 pm
Documentary, narmative, art film scripts, actor read-
ings. Non-<commercial only. Moderated by Peter
Coogan,

* Every Sunday Night, 7:00 pm Open-Mic Poetry at
Abbot’s Habit (Abbot Kinney at California)

« Jul 24, Thursday Club MOSAIC 7:30 pm signup
{Every 4th Thu) at the Yard 1414 Lincoln Blvd (Santa
Monica Blvd) FREE - Poetry 1o beats, DI Gann in
the attic all night 795.0953  mosaici@earthlink.net

COMMUNITY

* Tuesdays 5 pm - Food Not Bombs Palisades Park
at Ocean and Arizona Ave in Santa Monica

FREE Vegetarian meal 310.892.8799

email; venicesantamonicafmbral fastmail . fm

*#*¢  Venice Peace Picnic afterward at Dudley Hill
{Rose Parking Lot in Venice)

* Thursdays 7:30-9 pm Dharma at The Clubhouse -
Buddhism Study and Meditatton Group.  Daily lite
principles. m Douglas Park 2439 Wilshire Blvd,
Samta Monica  plenty of parking no fee 451-4368
www_santamomcakksg oz

* Sundays 11 am Food Not Bombs Cafe on the
Beach -Hot Breakfast “neath the pagodas at Rose
Ave, Volumeers, call 892-8799 or email: venicesanta-
monicafnba fasumail, fm

* July 1 and Aug 1 CAR FREE DAY- all day -
make Venice a better place to live by parking those
cars! Meet 6 pm with your bike at the Venice
Circle (Main & Windward) for a short group ride
around the empty streets of Venice.

* July 15 6:30 pm Homeless Outreach Meeting -
LAPD Pacific Division - Officer Darell Matthews
310.202.4524 ¢xt 3 (press 3 and #)

* July 15 7-8:30 pm Yo San University - Help for
High Cholesterol: Chinese Medical Solutions - HDL,
LDL, Trigycerides - What do the numbers mean?
13315 Washington Blvd 31053773000 x13

GRASS ROOTS VENICE

NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL
* July 16, Wednesday, 7 pm Parking Committee
Vera Davis Center, 610 California
venceparkingayahoo.com.
* July 21, Monday 7 pm Land Use & Planning
Meeting - Boys & Girls Club of Venice 390-4477.
* July 31, Thursday 6 pm - Conservation
Committec - Abbot Kinney Library.
* July 25 < Vote Coumt for GRVNC Board - 9:30 am -
Location 10 be announced. 280-3411

Organizations

* Abbot Kinney Library - 501 S, Venice Bivd. 821-1769.

* Boys and Girls Club - 2232 Lincoln Blvd. 390-4477

i Ik}'nml Billl\]U\.‘ - 681 Vensoe Bhvd <wwe beyondbaoqueong>

* Grass Roots Venice Nerghborhood Councal -
SWWW.Zrassroolsvenice. org> - 281-1943

* LAFCO (L.A. film coop) 660 Venice Blvd, §74-4733

* St Joseph’s Conter - Rose & 4th - 396-6468

* Venwoe Arts Mocca - 610 California Ave. 578-1745

* Vensoe Community Housing Corporation - 399-4 100 or
<www. acheorporg= 720 Rose Ave. Venxee.

« Vensoe Fanuly Clinie - 604 Rose Ave. 392-8636

* Vensoe Health Center - 905 Venice Blvd, 392-8636.

* Vensoe Historical Soclety - POB 12844, Venice %295 or
SWWWRnceolamenca. ong

* Vensoo-Ovean Park Food Co-Op. - 839 Brooks Ave.

* Vensoe Peace & Freedom Parnty - 399-2215 -
<pipiatiesvenice.ong.

* Vensoe Skills Center - 611 Sth Ave. 392-4153.

* Vera Davis McClendon Center - 610 Calitomia Ave. -
SDS-1865,

C ommunity
‘Fvents

FILM

T Dudley Cinema - Sponto Gallery 399-2078
* July 23 Uncensored Cartoons II - Film histo-
rian Jerry Beck of CartoonResearch.com
* August 6 Tommy - Ken Russel’s visionary
interpretation of The Who's rock opera with
Roger Daltry, Ann-Margret, and Oliver Reed.
« Jul 6, Sunday - Shortie Challenge 7 pm $3
Monthly short film festival (24 days to create a film)

« Jul I8 < Aug 2 Latino Film Festival 323 469 9066
Gorka Urzaiz, volunteer coordinator, I-nnquc Pinerua
Festival Venue Manager www Jatinofilm,org

* July 26, 7 pm Warner Grand Theatre - *The Life
& Times of Harry Bridges™ 478 \West 6th Street, San
Pedro S15 & up [reception, limited scats - S100; post
performance street party 825 | et proceeds support
I'he Harry Bndges Project Film & Harry Bridges
[nstitute tor International Education & Organization
Reception/Party: 310.664.1142 Suzmnne Thompson;
Performance: 310.831.2397 Shannon Donato

* Pacitic Resident Theatre, 703 Venice Blvd
A Delicate Balance - By Edward Albee (through
Jun 15)
THU, FRI & SAT & pm - SUN 3 pm
Call Box Office at 310.822.8392

* Electric Lodge 1416 Electric Ave An Evening in
Bed three new plays written by Maurice Chauvet,
Patricia Cotter and Sharr White produced by Lance
Richter; directed by Sue Hamilton, Peyvmon
Maskan, Michael Angelo Stuno - July 10 - Aug 3;
Ihu, Fri, Sat 8 pm; Sun 7 pm S15 DRC members,
sentors & students Reservations: 306-1854 free on-
site parking

* Friday, July 11, 7:30 pm & Saturday, July 12, 3 and
7:30 pm - The Virginia Avenue Project - Novel Ideas
& shart mn-Tersnn plays UCLA’s little Theatre
$3 suggested donation 30.2644224

POLITICAL

* Every Wednesday, 6:30 pm - Homeless 1ssues - Side
by Side. Community group on homeless 1ssues for
beach area. The Ken Edwards Center in Santa
Monica.

« July 23, Wednesday 6 pm - Venice Peace and
Freedom Party meeting For more info; 399-2218
* Jul 11, Friday, 7:30 pm Civil Liberties in times of
Terrorism - Federal Appeals Judges Stephen
Reinhardt and Alex Kozinski moderated by
Stephen Yagman S7 | 85 students/seniors at Bevond
Baroque 681 Venice.

* Every Sunday, 2 pm - Venice Peace Movement
march and rally - No new war, End mass detentions
and attacks on our civil liberties - March starts at
Rose & the Boardwalk, followed by an open-goic

rally. ’ y
CE.
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readings

* Bevond Barogue 681 Venice Blvil §7 genera] sdmas-
5011 85 SemorsKids: members free 3108223006

« July 12, Saturday 7:30 pm - B.H, Boston, mansging
aditor Poctry Intemational in San Diego and Reed
Wilson, teacher and Director of the Undergradunte
Resvarch Center foe Humanitites and Socaal Science at

UCLA

= July 20, Sumday 7:30 pen - Woeks by Ellit Baker,
hosted by Ameliec Frank

« July 26, Satarday 730 pom - Brendan Constantine,
Sarah Maclay, Frank Glampletro and Meredith
Davies Hadaway

BN < B

« July 19 7-11 pm opening reception SPONTO
Gallery 7 Dudley Ave, “North Beach, 90291 An
exhibition of photographic surrealism by Venice artist
Rich Mann - By appointment through July 24,
Contact: Mark Komfeld - Director  310.399,2078

* Through July 4 Universal Art Gallery - Michael
Ochs Archuves of a century of classic pop images
2001 Lincoln Blvd 302-8909.,

MUSIC

* 82 Tuesdays at Club Sugar 814 Broadway i Santa
Monica (1/2 block East of Lincoln) Moontribe [DJs
spinning desert techhousetranceelectro .. 214

* Wednesdays < 7-11 pm - Come hang with the V-
Rock girls at the Venice Bistro, 323 Ocean From
Walk

* Thursdays 7:45 PM - 9:30 pm Sacred Spaces
Workshop Church in Ocean Park 235 Hill Street
(Santa Monica) Opento ALL  S15 323-468-9938
* Thursdays 7:30 « 9:30 pm Twilight Dance Series at
Santa Monica Pier < July 10 < Afro Celts w/ Electric
Skychurch - Celue Folk, Afncan “Talking™ drums
and Techno Beat Tribal Trance Music, Check it out!!!
www twilightdance org & www santamonicapier. org
¢ Thursdays & Fridays AM Mommy and Me Dance
classes for Toddlers w/ Instructor Natasha Maidofr
The Electric Lodge 1416 Electric Ave - 358-6769

* Fridays Sensa at Club Sugar 814 Broadway in
Santa Monica (1/2 block East of Lincoln) DJs Liza
Richardson & Raul Campos { KCRW) Deep House
two-step and more 21+ w /1D 85

« Saturdays 8:30 « 1 am TONEHENGE - DJ Gabrid
Live world, Tribal and Electronic dance music,
Free before 10 pm when band performs 35 - at
Dance Home 522 Santa Monica Blvd, Santa Monica
West of Lincoln - Freestyle, barefoot dance jam

Info: dancehome@tonehenge com

* Sundays. 2-5 pm - The Unurban Coffee House -
Brad Kay - Entertainer at the piano-Hot Jazz, Blues,
Ragtime and Hilarious songs. 3301 W. Pico Blvd,
Santa Monica 315-0058.

« Sundays 5 < 930 pm The Rebel Soul Band at the
Venice Bistro - psychedelic groove jam - 323 Ocean
Fromt Walk, < 6634673

«Jul 5, 10 pm The Lovesick Lunatics at Fais Do Do
5257 West Adams Blvd WWIW_Vessy.com

Send free calendar listings to
Beachhead@freevenice.org
or

Beachhead, POB 644, Venice 90294

Preference given to events in Venice.




I_ THE BEACHHEAD PRESENTS _I

* THE VENICE SUMMER *
* CAVALCADE OF STARS
) DANCE PARTY *

« BONEDADDYS
<« SUPERBROKE...

—— ] ——— $ - ;.

THE SUPERBROKE BRASS AND TN AND

An unstoppable, inyperfrenetic, sweai-ridden
STRINGS FLECTRIC MARCHING DAND ENSEMBLE orgy of ringthen. Rolling Sfone described the band
os “designed fo set pelvises gyrating”
The live show will make your feef move without

DOORS OPEN AT 7:30 PM -
FOOD AVAILABLE

SHOW STARTS AT 8
SUNDAY
- JULY 27 -
UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH

I = / o l:.
1020 VICTORIA AVE.
| VENICE ..:l




