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Underground Methane
— A Ticking Timebomb

By John Davis

The Four Kings and One Queen who call themselves the Los Angeles
County Board of Supervisors and the California Coastal Commission joined
forces November 3 to wipe out hundreds of small boat slips, erect private build-
ings on public parking lots, put a shopping mall on our launch ramp, and allow
luxury development on top of an undisclosed, highly pressurized underground
methane gas storage field. Only one Commissioner, Esther Sanchez, saw right
through the whole fraud and voted no.

The Government planners also failed to report MDR is in a State Seismic
Hazard Zone subject to Tsunami, Liquefaction, Subsidence, and Seiche (harbor
wave). The existence of an active geologic fault just off the harbor entrance was
covered up. This is shown in the County General Plan but the County sup-
pressed the vital evidence to promote development. Ballona Creek overtopped its
banks and flooded the whole area in the 30s. What about 50 and 100 year flood
events and the rise of sea level? Did they forget about Mother’s Beach lique-
facting in the 1994 Quake?

What were the planners and Commissioners thinking? Was this incompe-
tence, misconduct, or outright negligence? When the public revealed these major
environmental concerns at the hearing, almost 100 miles from MDR, the CCC
ignored the public safety factor in lock step with its staff, the County, and devel-
opers.

When a Local Coastal Plan (LCP) is amended, the Geologic Hazard section
of the LCP should be thoroughly updated to avoid placing the public in harm’s

—continued on page 5

New Mural on Windward Avenue

“A Touch of Venice” mural by artist Jonas Never is going up on the
St. Francis Hotel, which houses Danny’s Venice and the Venice Hos-

tel. The noir mural depicts Windward Avenue from the
1930s to the 50s, and is influenced by the late
Terry Schoonhoven’s mural that Never is

‘ replacing, and by Orson Welles’

1958 film, Touch of Evil.
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The Occupy Movement:

When the Other Shoe Drops

By Jim Smith

Capitalism is doomed. The aged system has been increasingly unable to
maintain people’s living standards since the 1970s. And now, everyone knows it.

Thanks to the Occupy movement, the viability of an economic system based
on greed and survival of the fittest has been called into question. And found
wanting.

We can thank the Occupy movement for two innovations in the art of politi-
cal protest. The concept of the 99 percent versus the 1 percent has united every-
one, no matter what their beef with capitalism, aka Wall Street. The other innova-
tion from Occupy can be stated simply as, “don’t be distracted by specific is-
sues,” which can divide us by substituting “effects” (issues) for “causes” (capi-
talism).

The problem is capitalism, not high tuition, lack of medical care, foreclo-
sures, homelessness, and the myriad other issues that confront most of us day by
day. These are the effects of a system that serves the interests of a decreasing
minority of the population (actually, far less than 1 percent). The time has passed
for piecemeal solutions to these various issues. We must go to the heart of the
problem, the system itself.

It is true that a once vibrant capitalism built the economic powerhouse
known as the USA. It did this at the direction of a group of ruthless entrepre-
neurs, beginning in the 19th century, who ran roughshod over their workers, their
competitors and the environment. Decade after decade, they accumulated more
wealth, more capital and more power.

—continued on page 6


http://WWW.FREEVENICE.ORG
http://WWW.FREEVENICE.ORG
mailto:BEACHHEAD@FREEVENICE.ORG
mailto:BEACHHEAD@FREEVENICE.ORG

2 » Decemper 2011 * Free Venice Beachhead

FREE V!NIC!

WMO

Beachhead Collective Staff:

Karl Abrams, Greta Cobar, Don Geagan, Mary Getlein,
CJ Gronner, Roger Linnett, Ronald McKinley,
Yolanda Miranda, Jim Smith, Alice Stek.

The FREE VENICE BEACHHEAD is published
monthly by the Beachhead Collective as a vehicle
for the people of Venice to communicate their
ideas and opinions to the community at large. The
Beachhead encourages anyone to submit news
stories, articles, letters, photos, poetry or graphics
of interest to the Venice community.

The staff reserves the right to make all decisions
collectively on material published. There is no edi-
tor on the Beachhead. The printing is financed by
ads, sustainers and donations. The articles, poetry
and art work express the opinions of the individ-
ual contributors and are not necessarily the views
of the Beachhead Collective.

To submit material, include your | The Beachhead
name and telephone number. is printed on

Anonymous material will not be | recycled paper
printed, but your name will be with soy—based

withheld on request. No pay-

ment is made for material used.
Mail: P.O. Box 2, Venice, CA 90294.
Email: Beachhead@freevenice.org

Web: www.freevenice.org
Twitter: twitter.com / VeniceBeachhead

Beachhead Sustainers:

Richard Abcarian ¢ Karl Abrams
Linda Albertano e Irene Bajsarowycz
C.V. Beck e Sheila Bernard
Chuck/ Terry Bloomquist ® Lou Boyland
David Brooks e Tina Catalina
Steve Clare ® Greta Cobar ® Cosmo
Maureen Cotter ® John Davis
Fred Dewey e Robin Doyno
Steve Effingham e David Eisenstark
Jennifer Everhart ¢ Peter R. Force
Antonette Garcia ® Don Geagan
Mary Getlein e Jesse Glazer
Linda Levitz Goodman
Meredith Gordon ® Pamela Gruber
Phyllis Hayashibara
Ted Hajjar ® Arleen Hendler
Nick Jones ® Martha Kaplan
John Kertisz ® Mark A. Kleiman
Joan Klotz e Feliza Kohan
Ira Koslow e LA Surf and Swim
Donna Lacey ¢ Larry Layne e Janet Lent
Eric Liner e Karl Lisovsky
Pegarty Long ¢ Peter Lonnies
Eric Mankin ¢ Michael McGuffin
Philip Melnick e Michael Millman
Susan Millmann ¢ Tina Morehead
Sandy /David Moring
Anne Murphy ¢ Earl Newman
Ocean Blue ® Rebekah/Michael Ozier
Barbara Palivos ® Sherman J. Pearl
Quality Tire & Brakes ® Karen Reeves
Judi Richards e Nancy Raffaelli Richards
Nicky Rhoe ¢ Gail Rogers ® Cristina Rojas
Bill Rosendahl ¢ Ron Rouda
James Schley ® Dana Schumacher
Linda Shusett ® Howie Siegel
Jim Smith e John Stein e Alice Stek
Mike Suhd e Surfing Cowboys
Carol Tantau ® Swami X
Venice Peace & Freedom
Tim /Nancy Weil ¢ Carol Wells
Suzy Williams ¢ Nancy Boyd Williamson

Marcy Winograd ¢ Emily Winters
VMary Worthinston » Fabjola, Wright, , «

Help A Free Press Survive:
Annual Sustainer: $100. Individual Subscriptions:
$35/year Institutional Subscriptions: $50/year
Mail: Beachhead, PO Box 2, Venice, CA 90294

LETTERS

The Occupy Movement

Dear Beachhead,

People wonder what the 99% want - what their solu-
tion is - here’s mine.

I want to RESTORE ORDER. Currently we are out of
ORDRE - Our Representatives Don’t Represent Everyone.
They represent the 1%.

As Marie Antoinette said, “LET THEM EAT CAKE” -
Let our congressional representatives, try to live:

- on minimum wage

- with no health insurance

- no pension

- a one or two week vacation

- a tax system based on income
- costs incorporating income

SOO00000O0 what I would be looking for is

- a livable minimum wage

- health care for all - as western Europe and Canada
enjoy now

- a livable pension/social security system

- 4 - 6 week vacations as western Europe and Canada
enjoy now

- a higher tax on the most wealthy - as we see in
Europe and Canada

- free checking for the person who has $200 in their
checking account - checking account fees for the per-
son with $2 million in their account - allowing one to
subsidize the other - duh.

In Japan, it used to be that the highest paid person in a
corporation could only make 6 times more than the lowest
paid person. This make sense. No one person is worth
multi- millions per year in my opinion.

In France, it used to be that people could not charge
more than what was in their bank account - loans were
different. Makes sense.

The New Yorker published a great article long ago - if
you can research it - on we in America came to pay for
insurance - WHILE our exporting of the Marshal Plan gave

A friend from England, a sociology professor, once
said to me, “If American didn’t have Medicare, they would
have a revolution.” Duh. I’ve lived overseas and seen how
wonderful socialized medicine is. If our system was so
great, they would have it. When I talked with people who
had socialized medicine, yes, they complained. However,
once I told them that they might be paying $500 a month
(that was my premium at age 50 with no medical condi-
tions) - and that they would still have to pay a deductible,
and 20% of the cost and the insurance company may say
“We won’t pay that” - none of them wanted our system.

Has anyone noticed that the most socialistic democra-
cies are doing the best in the worldwide Great Recession -
and their people are the happiest? That would be Denmark
and the Scandinavian countries. Hmmmmmm

So I say we are out of ORDER! Let Washington eat
cake. Our representatives are OUT OF TOUCH (OOT)
with the people that they allegedly represent..

Koxanne Brown

Why Occupy Venice Makes Sense

Dear Beachhead,

Only a few weeks in, and Occupy Venice has already
formed, occupied, imploded, scattered and regrouped in a
different form like some shape-shifting apparition. It went
from camping out at Windward Circle, to now meeting
three times a week behind Ananda on Abbot Kinney (friend
OV on Facebook for more info). So far, OV is small, inti-
mate and offers a unique microcosmic glimpse into the Big
Picture currently unfolding across the country, and much of
the world. And, like fellow Occupations, OV has not been
without its own controversies. Critics have argued that OV
was less than hospitable towards some of Venice’s original
occupiers -- the homeless -- when they started turning them
away from Windward Circle. Such a move was considered
to be very “un-Venice” and deemed antithetical to the Oc-
cupy movement in general. However, what these critics fail
to understand, is that Occupy anything is not just about the
physical placement of bodies in a specific space, but rather,
a congregation of progressive ideas that aim to shed light
on our current cultural Dark Age. In order for this vital
exchange of minds to be successful, there needs to be peace
and respect, both of which were in short supply at Wind-
ward Circle.

Yes, Venice is nothing less than a magical community,
a haven for creative free spirits -- whether they are movie
stars or transients. Many of these beach dwellers are un-
sung artists, poets, musicians and overall gentle human
beings in need of nothing more than some eye-to-eye com-
passion.

But, some of these people are bat-shit insane.

For example, it’s hard to constructively discuss effec-
tive strategies for localized protests and events when there’s
a 6°2” bearded man staggering around you with soiled
pants, screaming at no one in particular that he got “space
AIDS from aliens” when they gang-raped him in their
UFO. Entertaining? Perhaps. Productive? Not so much. As
the Venice Occupiers dug their heels in, Windward Circle
became a swirling whirlpool of drifters, drug addicts,
drunks and people who thought they were being
environmentally-conscious by defecating in the recycling

Thanks for your
generous donations!

Tina Catalina
D.
Jennifer Everhart
Antonia Garcia
Nick Jones
Quality Tire & Brakes
Venice Chamber of Commerce

bin. Do these colorful Venetians have every right to wander
around 90291 at will? Absolutely. But when it comes to any
revolution, there needs to be order. Without it, things effi-
ciently devolve into nothing more than spirited anarchy --
which has unfortunately become the case up in Oakland,
when people decided to push back. You can’t exactly blame
them, but breaking windows and setting trash on fire will
accomplish precisely nothing, other than the complete op-
posite of what Occupied America stands for.

After having visited Occupy Wall St at Zuccotti Park
and Occupy LA down at City Hall, it is the opinion of this
freelance journalist that the Occupations have served their
purpose and it is now time to pack it up and move on. The
grass is rotting under the tents at City Hall, and the stench
has become so bad, people need to wear surgical masks to
bear it. Revolutions must become evolutions. We need to
take all of this amazing energy and channel it into efficient
means of direct action, and no one needs to camp out in a
tent to do this. Occupiers in Zuccotti Park and City Hall
cannot elevate any message to the mainstream media, or
middle America, by progressively getting dirtier and more
emaciated. Furthermore, banging on drums and smoking
pot didn’t accomplish much 40 years ago, and it will ac-
complish even less today. What the Occupiers nationwide
need to understand, is that all the dreadlocks and tie-dye in
the world doesn’t amount to anything in the 21st century. If
we want to be taken seriously, we need to look serious,
plain and simple. Otherwise, this will all just turn into
Woodstock and nothing more.

Now, in their defense, I would like to also clarify
something for the outright critics of these protesters. I've
heard snide remarks about how the Occupiers are “hypo-
crites” because they are using cell phones, laptops and
other “corporate paraphenalia” while camping out. What
these critics seem to misunderstand, is that the Occupy
movement is not protesting civilization. I haven’t met an
Occupier yet who believes things like telecommunication
and infrastructure should be banished from our society. It
really needs to be spoon-fed to these smirking cynics: the
Occupations are protesting the greed and corruption of Wall
Street and Washington that has devastated our economy
and undermined our ability to seek justice for crimes of
treason. Occupiers are not luddites. They are modern citi-
zens who are rallying against an incredibly powerful minor-
ity who have bled the American Dream dry like a cluster of
vampire leeches.

That said, Occupied America needs to stop being so
literal and realize that holding down the forts has gotten the
ball rolling hard and fast, but it is now time to take the ac-
tion home with us and to regroup locally and frequently.
This is exactly what Occupy Venice is doing in their own,
intimate way, and I believe this should serve as a model for
everyone else. After all, when Egyptians flash-mobbed their
country, we’re talking about 386,659 square miles. Com-
pare that to Texas alone, which accounts for 268,581 square
miles, and we can put our situation in perspective. America
is the largest country in the world undergoing a social up-
rising, and in order for it to keep moving forward, we need
to adopt smaller, more localized General Assemblies. We
need to make Occupy a way of daily life at school, in the
office and during Happy Hour. Ultimately, every time you
purchase something you are essentially voting for some-
thing. In this respect, every day is Election Day in America
and it’s time to show the greedy bastards who’s really run-
ning this show.

In short, Occupy Venice has made it abundantly clear:
it’s time to pack up the tents, take a shower... and start kick-
ing ass.

Marco Mannone

Santa Monica Airport

Dear Beachhead

So that everyone, by every airport, in every major city,
can benefit, airlines must only purchase planes that emit
dramatically less noise. The technology either already ex-
ists or would be invented soon if this was the law. The cost?
The muftlers would simply shift the actual cost from resi-
dents to the people who own and use the planes. No new
cost. Just shifting of costs to the people responsible.

Dave Doctor
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Venice Post Office Sale Halted

By Greta Cobar

The sale of our post
office has been sus-
pended pending the out- =
come of the appeals F
filed with the Postal
Regulatory Commission
(PRC). Although ini-
tially David Williams,
Vice President of Net-
work Operations for US
Post Office (USPS) in
Washington D.C., stated that “there is no
right to further administrative or judicial
review” of USPS’s decision to sell the Ven-
ice post office, John Henning, Attorney at
Law, successfully filed an appeal on behalf
of Venice Stakeholders Association. Several
others involved with the Coalition to Save
the Post Office jumped on the wagon and
filed additional successful appeals, which
are now pending before the PRC.

Meanwhile a major law firm, Gibson,
Dunn and Crutcher, has agreed to take on the
case pro bono. I am so happy to report that
social activism, community involvement and
small-town power are alive and well in Ven-
ice!

The neighbors came out with signs,
public announcement speakers, lots to say
and cake to share, but most importantly with
a strong individual unwillingness to yield to
the powers that be. Two very successful ral-
lies were held, well attended by tens of Ve-
netians, Bill Rosendahl and post office po-
lice officers.

Official letters opposing the sale were
sent to the PRC by Janice Hahn, Bill Rosen-
dahl and Linda Lucks in addition to the ap-
peals filed by our community members.

Amanda Seward, who
was instrumental in
d saving Lincoln Place,
© has been volunteering
. her attorney services
3 and has been a leading
figure in the Coalition

L to Save the Post Office.

| Spearheaded by the
'~ Beachhead back in
M April, the Coalition is
~ now stronger than ever,
comprising Venetians from all walks of life
and representing the Venice Neighborhood
Council (VNC), the Venice Stakeholders
Association, the Beachhead, the Peace and
Freedom Party, the Venice Town Council,
SPARC and the Venice Arts Council. If you
are part of an organization that would like to
join this extremely significant and promising
fight, please contact the Beachhead.

Postage stamps illustrating the Edward
Biberman mural housed inside the post of-
fice are now being printed thanks to Suzanne
Zada, Executive Director of the Biberman
Art Estate, who suggested that we use the
post office itself to spread our message of
preservation and public access to the histori-
cal building and the priceless mural. These
post-office-approved, original and collect-
able stamps will add spark and interest to
any Holiday card. Please contact the Beach-
head if you are interested in buying these
stamps and sending out cards and letters
with the message “Save the Venice Post Of-
fice.”

Jeff Kaufman, director of the movie
Brush with Life (which features the mural
inside our post office and is about the artist

—continued on page 4
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FROM THE BEACHHEAD COLLECTIVE

Hard Times in Venice for

Mayoral Candidate Jan Perry

By Anne Alvarez

Jan Perry, 9% District councilperson and mayoral
candidate, caused a stir when she attended the No-
vember 15 Venice Neighborhood Council (VNC)
meeting. She was greeted by local residents, who had
come to voice their grievances and disapproval to-
wards several of her stances.

Community activist Lydia Ponce unleashed her
discontent towards the city council’s recent renege on
the promise of establishing a park at the site of the
former South Central Farm. Perry herself has been
instrumental in spearheading and then obtaining the
unanimous vote of the city council to revise the origi-
nal deal with Ralph Horowitz, former owner, a deal
mandating that “2.6 acres of land be reserved for use
as a green space.”

Instead Perry suggested Horowitz allocate
$2.7 million for renovations and programs at existing
neighborhood parks. Perry’s reasoning for the change
is that “the site is not a safe or healthy location for
park space due to its industrial zoning and location
along the heavy-trafficked Alameda corridor.” She
urged council members to instead turn the space into
much “healthier” and “safer”” headquarters of a con-
sortium for four garment makers which “will help
create over 600 jobs for the community.” From a
more realistic point of view, however, her plan will
provide an impoverished community with exploita-
tive low-wage jobs and working conditions on par
with sweatshops.

Perry lobbied and gained approval from the city
council for a proposal she had submitted regarding
reforms to the South Central Farm land deal. In 2003
Horowitz, in a closed session meeting recently
deemed illegal by a superior court judge, reached an
agreement with the city, after a much debated and
publicized battle. A battle which was spearheaded by
Horowitz and backed by Perry to have the city sell
back the land that had been acquired by the city via
eminent domain in 1992. The 14-acre plot of land
located at 415 and Alameda in South Los Angeles had
been allocated to community residents for use as
farmland by the city and in conjunction with the LA
food bank. It became known as the South Central
Farm, which at the time was the largest urban farm in
the country. The deal reached in 2003 resulted in the
2006 dislocation and forced eviction of over 350
farmers, their crops bulldozed. The land has since
remained vacant.

Another issue raised by local residents was a
letter Perry sent out to the Planning and Land Use
Management Committee (PLUM) members, in which
she asks that they revise the proposed sign ordinance
to include “a mechanism that would enable the per-
mitting of signs, banners and off-site signs at city-
owned facilities such as city parks.” This would per-
mit fast food, soft drink, movie and TV show adver-
tisers to place billboards and ads on boardwalk poles,
benches and other public properties.

Protesters greeted Perry with their own anti-
advertising ads. Alice Goldstein, a Venice resident,
wrapped herself in advertisements to prove her point.
Goldstein feels that allowing advertisements at Venice
beach would open flood gates for the rest of the city,
and no place would be spared from brainwashing
bright billboard lights, super graphic wall-scapes and
digital signs. “I go to the beach for solace and to get
away from my day-to-day stresses, not to be bom-
barded with advertisements,” added Goldstein.

Perry briefly addressed the protesters, suggesting
Venice residents, in conjunction with the VNC, draft
an “Opt Out” form. However, no further details were
provided and calls to Perry’s office were not returned.

Another issue discussed was the city council’s
refusal to appropriate funds to hold elections for
neighborhood council board members. The current
proposal is to forgo the 2012 elections and automati-
cally extend all terms for an additional two years,
until 2014. Don Geagan, long time Venetian and
Beachhead collective member, gave Perry a
passionately-charged message: “You have no right to
take away the right of the people to participate in a
grassroots democracy. Ten million residents are rep-
resented by 5 county supervisors, which means each
county supervisor represents approximately 2 million
people, which is not a democracy, but a lack thereof!”

Rachel Siemons brought up ordinance 181410
(Lifeline Subsidy), which was approved and passed in
December 2010, with Perry voting in its favor. Since
January it has affected over 59,000 DWP customers,
increasing their bill by $18-25 per month. This has
been a major financial burden to those most affected,
who are elderly, disabled and living on fixed
incomes. “It is unconscionable how the city council,
including Bill Rosendahl and Jan Perry, unilaterally
determined that this vulnerable population would be
able to afford an increase of this magnitude, and that
these residents should single-handedly be responsible

—continued on page 4
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No Thanks for the
Hungry on Thanksgiving

By Mary Getlein

In many cultures feeding the poor is a mandate:
they provide for people who cannot provide for them-
selves. Not in this country and not even in this little
town of Venice.

It has been decided by the city of L.A. not to
allow a permit to feed people in Venice, on Thanks-
giving. This is such a slap in the face to basic human-
ity.

For the second year in a row, L.A. city politics
has denied the Venice people the permit to feed the
hungry. Before, when they had the free Thanksgiving
dinner on Westminster and Ocean Front Walk, it was
a huge success.

Many people brought food, and many people
were fed. The good feelings from the event promoted
community. Why would the city of L.A. have a prob-
lem with this? Unofficially, the city’s policy has been
to ignore the poor and to discourage people from
feeding the poor, as this gives them a reason to “stick
around.” The city wants them all to just go away.

This year there are many more homeless people
on the beach than there were last year. People are
really in need. It’s a travesty when people are willing
to get together and have a beautiful celebration of
sharing, and the city of L.A. shuts it down. &b
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Venice Post Office Sale Halted, Pending Appeals

who painted the mural, Edward Biberman) also at-
tended Coalition meetings and donated several copies
of the excellent film to our efforts. You can get your
own DVD copy by donating $100 to the Coalition.

The effort to collect petition signatures is con-
tinuing and intensifying, just like all other aspects of
this fight. If you did not sign the petition yet, you can
do so on Fridays in front of the Post Office, at the
VNC table at Friday’s Farmer’s Market, or online at
change.org (search Venice Post Office). Well-
attended public meetings of the Coalition are still
taking place weekly as well. If you would like to tend
the next one, please contact the Beachhead.

The five-member committee that makes up the
PRC includes our long-time Venice resident and for-
mer mayor of Santa Monica Ruth Goldway. Although
she stated her support towards our efforts to save our
post office and made the effort to meet with the Coa-
lition, she is forced to abstain from voting on this
decision because of the very fact that she is a Venice
resident.

Probably one of the least Republican communi-
ties in the country, Venice might have the fate of its
post office in the hands of three Republicans, once
again thanks to our Democratic President. When a
Republican recently retired from the PRC and Obama
had the chance to appoint a Democrat, he went ahead
in true patriotic spirit and appointed a Republican,
continuing his rivals’ party control of the PRC.

According to Bill Mitchell, long-time Venice
resident, this is just another example of us being rep-
resented by individuals who do not represent us at all.
If we had pure democracy, and Venetians were able to
vote on the fate of their post office, there would be no
problem at all.

Another thing to remember is that the post office
crisis they are trying to sell us is nothing but a manu-
factured crisis behind a Republican-led effort to pri-
vatize everything, minimize government involvement
and help for those less fortunate. The USPS is the
only entity in the US that is required to pre-fund 75
years of future retiree benefits, all while the Office of
the Inspector General determined that the USPS
overpaid $75 billion into its pension fund. The US
Treasury is demanding $5.5 billion per year for the
health benefits of people who have not even been
born yet, but refuses to return any of the $75 billion it
owes the USPS. And that is the state of our current
financial and banking situation in a nutshell.

Bottom line is, Venetians are not the ones to
brainwash, step over and lie to; we are not the ones to
succumb when faced with a challenge, but will rise to
the occasion and intensify the fight instead. We have
a strong tradition to live up to and still a great reputa-
tion to make for ourselves!

A video of the Nov. 5 rally to Save the Venice
Post Office is on YouTube.com at http://bit.ly/rUnWxk
&b

Jan Perry

—continued from page 3

for shouldering the burden of refilling the
City of Los Angeles’s General Fund,
which is where the extra money collected
from this fee increase goes,” added Sie-
mons.

The only thing made clear during
Perry’s participation at the November
VNC meeting was the people’s disap-
proval of her political tactics. Perry seems

petition to save

spoke at the Nov.

—continued from page 3
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ABBOT KINNEY SAYS: SAVE THE VENICE POST OFFICE!
EDWARD BIBERMAN SAYS: SAVE MY MURAL!

Debra J.T. Padilla, Executive Director of The
Social and Public Art Resource Center
(SPARC) spoke at the Save the Venice Post
Office Rally, Nov. 5.
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L.A. City December 10, 2011
Councilmember T h e G I‘eat 10am-2pm

Bill Rosendahl

signs the Venice

Oakwood Recreation Center
767 California Ave

Los Angeles, CA 90291
310-452-7479

the Venice Post
Office. He also

Toy Drive

Please bring unwrapped, non-violent

5 ra/ly_ toys to the below locations through
December 8, 2011 and join us at Oakwood
on December 10, 2011 for a fun-filled day.
Santa will be in attendance. Please bring
your camera for photos.

Abbot's Habit 1401 Abbot Kinney Blvd, Venice

Fabric Planet 423 Lincoln Blvd, Venice

i

VNC Meeting / W . El y
1010 Abbot Kinney Blvd, Venice, 11/15 at 7pm

VNC Booth / Venice Farmers’ Market
Intersection of Venice Blvd and Venice Way, Venice
Fridays from 7:30am-10:30am

to have forgotten that she holds public
office, which means she is to represent
the people in the community from which
she was elected, not investors or real es-
tate moguls who can afford to fatten up
her mayoral race fund. As Perry recently
stated when stepping down as council
president pro tempore citing claims of
backroom politics and behind the scenes
maneuvering, “I have a First Amendment
right to express my disagreement, my
disbelief, my disgust.” We have the same
right.

If you would like to voice your oppo-
sition to the new sign ordinance, contact
Ed Reyes, Chairperson of PLUM and 15
District Councilmember at 213-485-
0763 or our district Councilperson Bill
Rosendahl at 310-575-8461. If you have

to get involved and support our commu-
nity’s most vulnerable residents,
contact: SPDs4Change@gmail.com. &b

Nutritional
Warehouse

Lowest Prices in Town
*** John’s Specials ***
+Co-Q10

100mg 100 caps \

*»Protein Powder
2 lbs. $12.99
“+Coconut Oil
54 0z. $19.99 s
seen your DWP bill increase or you want 405 Lincoln Blvd. (2 blks.

So. of Rose)
310-392-3636

Toys will be distributed to children up to 16 years of age beginning at 10:30 am.
First come, First served. Children must be present with a parent or guardian to receive a toy. neighborhood council
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Underground Methane — A Ticking Timebomb

way according to the CCC document entitled Manag-
ing Coastal Hazards. All Commissioners sign an oath
to uphold the Coastal Act. Except for commissioner
Sanchez, their collective word is not worth the paper
the oath is written on. The Chair of the Coastal
Commission, Mary Schallenberger, even jested about
the entire process. Perhaps she forgot about the dan-
ger of methane explosion and the tsunami that
reached Marina del Rey this last spring. Or, more
likely, she simply does not care about public safety in
the Coastal Zone and chose to follow the money.

While County and Coastal staff emphasized ur-
gency in giving developers an illegal, market-rate
foothold in this valuable Federal Project (see U.S.
Public Law 780), the matter of the Public Health and
Safety was not even discussed by the decision-
makers. When I spoke with Deputy Director John
Ainsworth at the meeting, he said he did not have the
time to propose any update to the hazard section of
the LCP.

This outright failure of the CCC can be consid-
ered the match that lit the fuse. They chose to please
major corporate developers by refusing to consider
the clear and present threats to public safety pre-
sented by geologic hazards, as the Coastal Act Sec-
tion 30253 requires. The Commission, which imple-
ments the U.S. Coastal Zone Management Act, is
required by federal law to investigate geologic haz-
ards as well.

Only Coastal Commissioner Burke remarked
upon the methane dangers in the Marina, but he
failed to propose any mitigation to reduce or elimi-
nate threats to human health and safety.

Having met with Coastal Commission staff prior
to the completion of their staff report and recommen-
dations, I presented evidence to Deputy Director Jack
Ainsworth and Planner Al Padilla showing that pres-
surized methane was now stored below the Marina.
A gas well at Fisherman’s Village, located just feet
away from residences, was demonstrated to have
820,000 parts per million by volume of methane 9ft
below the ground at the well pad. The Upper Explo-
sive Level of Methane is 15 parts per million by vol-
ume. Methane gas migrates to the surface and may
get trapped under buildings. High voltage electrical
vaults are attached to the structures. Did the CCC
forget the San Bruno and L.A. Ross Dress-for-Less
explosions? The well is named Del Rey 10 and is
located right next to the harbor.

A gas well at Mariner’s Village, located just feet
away from residences, was demonstrated to have
820,000 parts per million by volume of methane 9ft
below the ground at the well pad.

Please don’t smoke in Marina del Rey, especially
at Mariner’s Village!

Hydrogen Sulfide can be deadly when breathed
and affects the young and elderly in small doses. Part
of a concrete foundation in Mariner’s Village was
replaced because it was destroyed by Hydrogen Sul-
fide. What can it do to humans?

There is an oil production line and a gas line,
which the California Division of Oil and Gas and
Geothermal Resources diagrams show as being
hooked up to Del Rey 10, then running along Via
Marina, Admiralty Way, and across the wetlands.

One of the lines leaked about 100 gallons of oil
next to the sidewalk in 2004. HAZMAT showed up
with a giant pump truck. The LA County Small Craft
Harbor Commission has twice promised to follow up
on the line’s status but has not. It is currently un-
known if these lines are contaminating the soil and
groundwater near the newly-approved development
because the County and CCC suppressed the evi-
dence from public view, even though the law requires
full disclosure.

Currently Sempra Energy Corporation, (The Gas
Company), is abandoning Del Rey 10 without letting
the residents know a potentially dangerous situation
may exist, without notifying the County, and without
notifying the Governor’s Office of Emergency Serv-
ices if it is the responsible party for the gas release.
Sempra was the responsible party for the pipeline

309 Lincoln BIVd. atii@®orner of Rose Ave
Fluff & Fold and P/U & Delivery Available
310-450-2845

—continued from page 1

leak in 2004, but failed to report it as State and Fed-
eral law requires.

This stealthy abandonment helps cover the
track of the release of deep thermo-genic gases to the
surface near densely populated multi-story buildings.

The buildings have no methane protection in
place. Other gases such as deadly Hydrogen Sulfide,
Benzene, Toluene, and Xylene have all been associ-
ated with the Playa del Rey Oilfield. A California
Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) map from the
Safety Branch shows odor, health, and cancer com-
plaints as of 1997. What has happened since? The
map also demonstrates well emission complaints,
respiratory complaints in the wetlands, and a reported
cancer cluster in Playa del Rey. The South side of
basin D in the Marina indicates a Hydrogen Sulfide
cloud exposure complaint. The map also shows oc-
currences of problem wells.

Many buildings in the County and the City are
located directly over former wells that may be subject
to leakage.

When former City Councilperson Cindy Mi-
skowski’s Corporation demolished Deauville Marina,
soil/gas samples from the Environmental Impact Re-
port showed extremely high levels of Hydrogen Sul-
fide at a test site, which remained high through sub-
sequent testing. Their solution was to test a hole
somewhere else. So building continued anyway and
the Coastal Commission ignored the threat to public
safety.

At the Freshwater marsh/retention basin near the
bluffs just South of MDR a U-Tube Video demon-
strates a methane gusher gurgling up without stop-
ping near the newly constructed Playa Vista public
school. The City ignored this potential danger to stu-
dents and teachers leaving them in the dark. The Cali-
fornia Division of Oil and Gas and Geothermal Re-
sources (DOGGR) produced the video and conducted
the testing: http://bit.ly/un6t8R.

The Playa del Rey Field is where Sempra Energy
pumped and now stores pressurized methane gas un-
derground. We should think of a huge inner tube full
of small holes filling up with air when it is inflated.
Now think of the same thing with explosive gas un-
der your residence.

The holes in the storage field in this case are old
oil and gas wells, which may not have been properly
abandoned, and can leak like straws to the surface,
along with faults, and geologic fissures.

Originally the Government operated the under-
ground storage field and it was maintained at reason-
able pressures and not under residences.

Private use of the 240-acre storage field was ap-
proved by the City of Los Angeles via a Conditional
Use Permit for 240 Acres South of Ballona Creek in
1955. Since that time the State has become owner of
most of the land.

The Subterranean Gas Storage Field has now
expanded beyond its original City of Los Angeles
permitted boundary according to the CPUC map. The
Gas Company likes to call it a leak. Owing mineral
rights is not the same as owning the right to store
explosive methane gas under people’s homes!

CD 11 Councilperson Bill Rosendahl was con-
tacted for comment. Staff Attorney Norman Kulla
stated to me on November 23 that he would advise

A Crack in the World —
Mother’s Beach after the
1994 Northridge Quake.

the Councilperson not to comment and that the
Councilperson would not look into the Conditional
Use Permit to determine exactly what it approved and
if it was in fact still valid. The 1955 City Plan Case is
No. 6162. Rosendahl may be reached at 213-473-
7011 if you have any questions about your safety in
regard to the underground methane gas storage. But,
you should be prepared for him to provide No Com-
ment.

The CPUC map reveals that the methane gas is
now stored under residences in Marina del Rey, the
Venice Peninsula, and under Playa del Rey. At least
the Gas Company has promised not to pressurize the
gas over 2400 pounds per square inch under Venice,
as that is of any solace to those on living on top. You
can also contact the California Public Utilities Com-
mission Safety and Reliability Branch to find out if
gas is now stored under your home. 213.576.7000

In February, DOGGR issued an Order to Stop the
Gas Company from Injecting Gas, (Order 1008), ex-
cept for testing because stored gas came to the sur-
face at the facilities wells near Playa del Rey. The
geologic formation is perforated by oil and gas wells
both active and abandoned.

Grass Roots Coalition, a local non-profit, sued
Sempra and the settlement agreement became law. It
requires the Gas Company to conduct extensive test-
ing and to alert the public of gas field emissions.
Whether the Gas Company is operating under this
law is now being questioned.

Nobody wants to admit releasing gas, especially
the Gas Company. The State Coastal Commission
and the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors are
pretending not to smell it even though Commissioner
Burke admitted to getting a whiff at the hearing.

This fact should have been disclosed and inves-
tigated before new development on a Federal Project
was approved. The U.S. Government was not even
notified. That is the purpose of Environmental Plan-
ning Processes. The Coastal Commission Federal
Consistency Staff was not consulted. Without a full
picture and proper Agency notification and review,
inferior decisions have been made, which endanger
the public on public lands, with the full knowledge of
the decision makers.

Further Information is available at
wearemdr.com. &b
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The Occupy Movement: When the Other Shoe Drops

—continued from page 1

American literature is full of
Horatio Alger rags-to-riches sto-
ries, and reverence for robber
barons with good PR like Andrew
Carnegie, who hired slave drivers
like Henry Frick to build Carne-
gie Steel, which J.P. Morgan later
bought for $480 million in 1901
and renamed US Steel. Then
there’s railroad magnate Jay
Gould, who famously said: “I can
hire one-half of the working class
to kill the other half.”

The problem with revolting
against these “industrialists” was
that they only controlled one cor-
poration each, albeit some very
large corporations. People not
directly connected with the com-
pany as workers or consumers
could only express solidarity at
the latest outrage committed by
the owner.

‘Wall Street Takes Over

This all changed in the late
1970s when finance capital, aka
Wall Street, took control of nearly
every corporation in the country.
It was impossible for the industrialists to compete
with the power and wealth of Wall Street, which con-
trolled the great banks. Nowdays, nearly every corpo-
ration has the same owners, which are the banks and
foundations where the 1 percent stash their money.
There are still a few individuals like the late Steve
Jobs, the Koch brothers and Rupert Murdock, who
run their corporations without regard for Wall Street,
but they are few and far between. And most of them
are as bad or worse than the bankers.

So what did the finance capitalists do when they
achieved control of thousands of corporations? They
maximized profits, of course. The effects this had on
working people were devastating. At the beginning of
the 1970s, Los Angeles County had three auto plants,
four large rubber plants (making automobile tires),
and the giant Bethlehem Steel Works. A few miles to
the east was the even larger Kaiser Steel plant which
made more steel than half the countries in the world.
All of these plants paid good union wages with fully-
covered health care and livable pensions. By the end
of the decade they were all gone.

Some of the plants packed up and moved to low-
wage states in the South (“free trade” pacts had not
yet been negotiated). Others were simply shut down,
their products being imported from Japan or Europe.
In spite of huge coalitions of workers and communi-
ties called “Save GM South Gate,” “Save Ford Pico,”
or simply “Save Our Jobs,” thousands of relatively
well-paid workers found themselves in unemploy-
ment lines, applying for minimum wage fast food
jobs or selling the cars they used to build.

A direct connection has been made by journalists
and academics linking the demise of manufacturing
jobs in South Central Los Angeles, East L.A. and the
San Fernando Valley, with the rise of the cocaine and
amphetamine drug culture, and the criminalization

Occupy Seattle
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Abbot’'s Habit

sandwiches salads

coffee bagels pastries

phone your order in
Venice = tel 310.399.1171

open bfam=10pm everyday

and incarceration of generations

| of Black and Latino men. The
Southern California experience
was replicated across the country.
The “rust belt” of the Midwest
was comprised of mile after mile
of abandoned and decaying facto-
© ries. Every part of the country
suffered massive job loss, broken
homes, violence against women,
racial tensions, loss of public fa-
cilities, swelling prison popula-
tions, psychological trauma and
the beginning of massive
homelessness.

Even today, 40 years later, noth-
ing has replaced well-paying un-
ion jobs for unskilled or semi-
skilled worker. At the same time,
rents and home prices have sky-
rocketed and real wages continue
to fall. According to the U.S. Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics, average
weekly earnings peaked in 1977
at $310 per week. In 2004, they
stood at $277.57 (in 1982 dollars).
This only illustrates part of the
problem. While real wages were
declining, the wealth of the coun-
try grew nearly six fold during the same years. Where
did this vast wealth go? A Congressional Budget
Office study in 2011 found that the top 1 percent
gained the i

Police Occupy
Occupy L.A.

After midnight on Nov. 30, 1400 Los Angeles
Police Department officers invaded and took posses-
sion of the Occupy L.A. home base at City Hall. In
the process, at least 292 peaceful demonstrators, in-
cluding some Venetians, were arrested. The assault on
Occupy L.A. followed similar actions in other cities,
including Oakland, Portland, Denver and New York.

City officials claimed the occupation had been
there too long, although nothing has been done to
address the issues that caused the occupation in the
first place. Most of those present saw the loss of the
lawn as a temporary setback in a long struggle. &
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most (a 275
percent in-
crease in
wealth) in the
period be-
tween 1979
and 2007. In
addition, much
of our national
wealth contin-
ues to be Si, resist and
squandered on exist :
wars, weapons in peace but not bliss
and a bloated

Pentagon bu- it laid in wait
reaucracy. Hs time and place
The Oc- it knows its fatle
cupy move-
ment is moti-
vated by a
recognition,
understood
either emo-
tionally or
intellectually,
that things are
going very
badly. It is
obvious to

The beast is awake

We've seen its face again,
and again,

and again,

We shall sit, resist, and exist!
—Elizabeth Campos

Occupy Portland and Occupy Davis

most people

that there are overlaying crises — the environment, the
income gap, education, housing, health care, jobs and
a declining standard of living. Piecemeal reforms in
any of these areas are becoming harder to implement
because of the huge economic and political power
wielded by Wall Street.

Since 2008, capitalism has been unable to func-
tion in a way that can calm the masses. As both main-
stream and Marxist economists acknowledge, capital-
ism must grow in order to survive. That growth has
hit the wall. There are too many things - homes, cars,
clothes, airplanes, tools - you name it, for sale. All of
which must be sold for a profit or someone is going
bankrupt. Now the technological revolution has
worked against capitalism by making it possible to
produce more and more “things” with less and less
workers (consumers), thereby creating a glut of un-
sold stuff. There is now a better than 50-50 chance
that we are headed into a worsening, a double-dip, of
the current depression. And after that? No one can
say.

At this point, it is important that the Occupy this-
and-that stand their ground, and not be dispersed. The
second wave is coming. It is made up of those who
are watching and waiting - the foreclosed, the evicted,
the long-term jobless - literally millions upon millions
of people who have lost their faith in the current sys-
tem, and have nothing left to lose.

The Other Shoe Will Drop

What will Occupy Wall Street or Occupy L.A.
look like with millions clogging the streets for miles
around? And what will happen in Washington when
millions fill up the Capitol Mall and the government

buildings, and do not leave? What will happen when
the police, the National Guard and the army are no
longer reliable enforcers of the 1 percent order?

This is the nightmare scenario that they’re
sweating about at JPMorgan Chase and in the Wash-
ington think tanks. But for the rest of us - a growing
part of the 99 percent - it has the sound of liberation.

What will come after our current rules of op-
pression — and rulers — are chased into oblivion? We
can hope it will be a system based on equality and
sharing, of concern for human welfare, not corporate
profits. Perhaps the government will be based on
General Assemblies, where everyone can have their
say, that were created in the early days of this revolu-
tion by the Occupy movement.

It is the hope and belief of Occupy supporters
that the great wealth created by the people of the
world, that is now being squandered by the 1 percent,
instead can be used to ensure the economic security
of the seven billion people on this planet.

For the first time in our lifetimes, because of the
failure of senile capitalism, and the willingness of
millions worldwide to stand up and be counted, real
change, not cosmetic change, is possible. &b

Poetry of the Occupation Movement

A 538 page book of Occupy Poetry has been pub-
lished by Occupy Wall Street. It includes poems
from at least two Venetians: America by Philomene
Long, and The World Wave by Jim Smith. Both
poems have previously been published in the
Beachhead. The book can be downloaded in pdf
format at: http://bit.ly/sG9ygg
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The Beachhead Hits 43

By Jim Smith

One of the many distinctions Venice holds is that of
being the only city in North America with a progressive
newspaper run by an all-volunteer collective. Even back
in the heyday of alternative newspapers - the Sixties -
most were owned by one person, usually a man.

In Southern California, there was the venerable Los
Angeles Free Press, owned by Art Kunkin, and the OB
Rag, which now has a website <OBRag.org>, was initi-
ated in Ocean Beach in 1970 by Publisher Frank Gormlie.
Countless other papers started up, published an issue or
two, and disappeared.

Meanwhile, mainstream newspapers, some of which
have been around for more than 100 years, are ceasing
publication. Most have been bought up by newspaper
chains which are beholden to Wall Street. The Los Ange-
les Times, long the plaything of the Chandler family of
Pasadena, is now in the clutches of the Chicago Tribune
(which might explain all those articles about Chicago).
The Tribune Corporation was run out of New York City
by a victorious strike at the Daily News before it turned its

August 1970

attention to the L.A. Times.

—continued on page 10

December 1983

Working on the Beachhead

By C.J. Gronner

I dug the Free Venice Beachhead from the day I
moved here. An entirely volunteer operation, it has
been in existence since 1968, celebrating the auspi-
cious 43rd Birthday this December! Every commu-
nity needs its newspaper, but a community like Ven-
ice especially does. People have come here from all
over the world to seek and explore what the left-est
edge of the country has going on, and the Beachhead
has been documenting it all for decades.

I got involved myself when I would occasionally
submit articles about things I thought were cool in the
neighborhood (You can too! We love to hear from
EVERYONE, and Venetians tend to have a lot to say.
Don’t be shy, that’s silly) ... or uncool as the time I
had my dear bike, Delores, stolen. I reacted by writ-
ing a story, basically a livid Bike Amber Alert, and

May 2003
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Don’t Forget the Beachhead this

It's also the Beachhead’s 43rd
Birthday this month. And even though
we're getting up there in age, we still
like to be surprised by presents from

our beloved community.

Our favorite presents are
Dead Presidents pictures,
Washington and
Lincoln are cool,

but we love to
look at Andrew

Jackson and U, S,

the Beachhead Collective was nice enough to print it
on the front page. Well, a month later I got her back,
and wrote another - triumphant - story to share the
unlikely news. That was the beginning of me taking a
more active part in the paper as Collective member
Greta had been reading my blog about me and Venice
(Blogtown, like Dogtown, get it?) and extended an
invitation for me to come to the Beachhead meetings,
and see if | wanted to join the Collective. So I did.
Meetings are held each Monday evening at the
“Beachhead House” in the heart of Venice. You duck
through some thick foliage and enter the house to be
met with shouts of welcome from the long wood table
that serves as the Bridge on the Mother Ship of
Beachhead operations. Protest posters from past and
present, and original works by Venice artist friends
adorn the walls, as, of course, does the visage of Che
Guevara. A beautifully colorful Murano glass chande-

March 2007
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Grant, and - although he’s not technically a
Dead President -
Benjamin Franklin,
our favorite. Alas,
we don’t get to keep
our Dead Presidents
for long. Our printer
loves to look at
them even more
than we do,

We also love to
look at your beauti-

lier hangs above it all, as sort of a reminder of the
original Venice.

It doesn’t take long before someone usually
opens up the first bottle of Charles Shaw, which helps
to calm the nerves when talking about local and
worldwide events that rile us up. We stick impres-
sively close to the agenda each week, considering we
are all vocal and tangent-prone contributors, but this
paper has to get out! It takes a lot of work - by people
that also have to actually work and maintain busy
lives. And these people ... what a bunch. Each of us is
so different from each other, but somehow it all
works as a whole, and a mutual respect is maintained
(save for the pretty uncommon outbursts of healthy
disagreement) to make that so.

—continued on page 10
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Holiday Season!

fully designed checks. The ones with lots of
zeros just drive us crazy. Please don’t think we're
greedy. You see, it's all for a good cause - serving
the Venice community.

We donate all our time and work to this little
paper, and we hope you'll send us a treat for the
holidays!

Support a free press! Become a Beachhead
Sustainer for 100 Washingtons. Get 4 free busi-
ness card-sized ads and your name on page
two. Subscriptions are $35/yr. Mail to: PO Box
2, Venice 90294.


http://OBRag.org
http://OBRag.org
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TANNENBAUM

Oh Anarchy, oh Anarchy

Such a pretty sight to see

We think that people have free wil
to do good if not taught ill

Oh Anarchy, oh Anarchy

Free choice for you

Free choice for me

For in our hearts we shall be free
It cheers me like a Christmas tree
Oh Anarchy, oh Anarchy,

Such a pretty sight to see

IT CAME UPON A MIDNIGHT CLEAR

it came upon a midnight clear
That glorious bust of old

Oh | was toking in my pad

The heat was in the cold

When all at once the boys in blue
Came crashing into my pad

So in a flash | flushed my stash
The only hash | had

These Venice versions of popular holiday carols were written by our beloved
Carol Fondiller who started with the Beachhead’s first issue in 1968 and was

still writing at her death in January 2010. Thanks, Carol.

CAROLS CAROLS

by Carol Fondiller

JINGLE BELLS

Scoring on the beach
Copping what | can

Don’t know what | dropped
But oh wow oh man

My skin feels so damp

and | cannot see

Maybe it's the strychnine
inthe LS.D

Sniff some glue drop some reds
Shoot some L.S.D.

| don‘t feel so hot

But at least it changes me

Speeding on the beach
Rushing &l the way

Got to get 1o someplace
Sometime today

Nodding on the bench
Crashing on the sand

| don't know which way is up
Oh see my mind expand

AWAY IN THE MANGER

Merry Xmas Ronnie Reagan
| hope you are well

I'm dying on welfare

Which 1s living hell

You cut off my MediCal
and my food stamps too
Now |'m too sich to eat
Ronnie Reagan, Fuck you.

NOEL

| waited in line a doctor to see

At the Venice Clinic that is so free

Oh wow, oh wow, oh what can | do

| have to tell Tom, Dick and Marry and you

| came 10 Venice 1o be so free

Now | caught something communally

lsitclap? Is it Hep? Perhaps it's the flu

Now | have to tell Tom, Dick and Harry and you

| waited in line s0 patiently

To hear what the doctor had to tell me

Itisclap. It is Hep. And also the flu

And | caught it from Tom Dick and Harry and you

Reprinted from the Free Vanice Baachhead. Dec 1973, #48

Swami X S-eaks

Windward Avenue at Night Photo: Peter Argyropoulos

2012 Seems To Be a Big Thing.

It certainly caught the interest of the general
public about what’s happening in Poland.

Not meaning any disrespect to the Poles without
whom there’d be no Stanley Kowalski, 2012 is an
astronomical fact. It hasn’t taken place yet, but will
affect each of us according to our character and tem-
perament.

I don’t think we’ll be the same after 2012.

Swami X

The big challenge is to eliminate fear
from your life. Avoiding television may help
with that, not that I don’t have my own favor-
ite show, which was “Cheers” until recently

when I was hit with suicide moods. However,

life goes on, beyond so called death called
reincarnation.

If you really think about it, death could
be called a world wide business, not that I
want to discuss politics and big business.

The bottom line is spiritual, because we
are spirits with a number of bodies from
physical to intuitive.

We all live in different worlds according
to our depth of awareness. It’s futile attempt-
ing to convince someone of your ideas.

We influence and benefit each other ac-
cording to the value and reality of our life.

We are now spiritually evolving, rapidly
and dramatically, as love, creativity and com-
passion become more real in our lives.

There are no problems, only challenges
in life. Recognizing challenges as opportuni-
ties to unfold spiritually is wisdom in our
lives.

I want to take this opportunity to wish
you all a blessed, joyous Holiday Season as
you unfold, as life is a blessed opportunity to
unfold our essential spiritual nature.

I like to leave you with a great spiritual
truth, but ’'m feeling a little suicidal right
now...I’ll get back to you. &b

electric

1416 Electric Avenue
Venice, CA 90291
www.electricledge.org

Come check out our classes

for Children and Adults!

ACTING*AFRO-CARIBE DANCE
CREATIVE WRITING*CAPOEIRA
JAZZ*TAE KWON DO*MUSIC
SAMBA*YOGA*TANGO
and more!!




Is this America

Is this America
just stack the paper
it’s all about the money
Is this America
just smash who don’t agree
with your pedigree
Is this America
the one telling the
ninety and nine
it’s all mine
Is this America
the obtuse rule
where intellect is
threat
Is this America
where health
is maintained by
wealth
Is this America
where a cycle
of buy consume
will be our doom
Is this America
an American
on America
Is this really America

—Ronald McKinley

A Poem

They are sitting at one big table

Full of fun and laughter

She laughs and smiles and try’s to give me an idea for a poem
As if all I have to do is go home & write it

She doesn’t understand; The poem writes itself
Sometimes so fast it’s all I can do to hold on to the pen
The brain hand connection

But what is the brain connected to?

Good question

I know we are all connected.

When I got here, this sleazy little Venice

I knew I was home

I know people have lived here for centuries

Lots of people partied here, told jokes here, sang songs here
before there were houses there were lean-tos or tents
or nothing

Whales swam here, dolphins played here,

birds flew here, all sorts of animals

I would love to write a beautiful Indian poem

About who used to live here, so long ago-

But all I know is what I know

That people form alliances with each other for whatever reasons

Some people come here to die

and others come to live

just like any other place

The pretense of the sea is to give us a place to go and
be healed

The waves in and out take away our troubles

and cast them in a new light;

It’s life a miracle! You look out to sea and see

New life jumping out of it.

And feel like jumping yourself.

—Mary Getlein

Inside the Talking Stick..... Been occupying Venice for some
time. Rememb’ring back, before it was a crime, To sleep inside
a Ford Econoline, Before there was a height restriction sign,
Before Bill Rosendahl would turn his back On guys like me; a
harmless man in black. But things have really changed. Gone
are the days Of gypsy life in Venice. Simon says To go along
with PATH, follow the track That leads to Silverlake, and not
look back. Accept the Section Eight, give up what’s mine. Bo-

hemia is dead, killed by design. Big money calls the shots these

days, and I’'m About to walk away for the last time..... Adios,
Roger Houston

Ancestral Memory
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By Jim Smith

I am that man sleeping in the cave
I am that woman walking out of Africa

I am that Pharaoh sitting on a throne
I am that slave building the pyramids

I am that women dying of Black Death
I am that priest taking Buddhism to China

I am that man praying with the Iman
I am that woman burning at the stake

I am that Celt being raped by a Viking
I am that Viking not knowing I have a son

I am that general marching with Napoleon
I am that Roman soldier dying in Gaul

All these and millions more
Live inside my genes

I feel them stirring in the dead of night
and in the heat of struggle

They brag of feats and warn of dangers
Giving advice freely according to their epoch

Someday I will join them
in genes and cells not yet born

Will my advice be bad or good?
when I reside inside the bones of humanity.

Our Neighbors

Who are these people who cook our food?
Who are these people who clean our houses?
Who are these people who raise our children
with loving hands?

They are our neighbors

Small statured brown skinned gentle people
Who had crawled through sewers

Walked hours in the blazing sun

Bravely faced hundreds of dangers

From scorpions to machine guns

As they headed North with determination.
When they had arrived, we welcomed them
with consternation.

We wanted only their hard working hands
We didn’t care about their past

We didn’t care about their emotions

We didn’t care about their spirits

We didn’t care about their hardships

We put them on our fields

We put them in our kitchens

We put them in our nurseries

We made them work hard and paid them next
to nothing.

And what do we do when after years of service
we don’t want them anymore?

What do we do when the economy has a down-
turn?

What do we do when the wind of our politics
changes direction?

I tell you what we do!

We throw them away like an old worn out pair
of gloves

We want them to disappear

We want them to go back to where they had
come from

We tear their families apart.

Do we care that they have no place to go?

Do we care that their children are American?
Do we care about their despair?

What kind of people are we?

What kind of country we live in?

What is the solution?

These people were part of our families

They made our lives comfortable

They had cared for our children

They had built our houses.

When are we going to open our eyes and see
our brothers’ suffering?

When will we look into those soul filled brown
eyes?

When will we recognize that our neighbors are
just like us

Human beings not just a pair of hands?
When we do, then we will awaken to our own
humanity

Then we will step out of our isolation

Then we can taste the sweetness of this earth
And the depth of our soul

Then we can say with satisfaction

We are Americans and proud of it

And when the time will come to knock on
heaven’s door

We won’t be turned away.

— Juditte Erki

“99 to 17

We marched down to City Hall
To have our grievance read.

They sent the cops to drive us out,
We’re lucky no one’s dead.

99to1,99to0 1
You’d think that workers had a chance
At99to 1

Tax breaks for the billionaires,
Cuts to health and schools
The lackeys of the 1%

Are playing us for fools.

99 to 1, 99 tol
You’d think that workers had a chance
At99to 1

They’ve pushed us all up to the wall,
Our children’s future snatched.
We’re rising up, we’re rising up
There is no going back.

99to 1, 99 tol
You’d think that workers had a chance
At99to 1

—Dean Henderson

Derelict Paradise

Morning in June

You Are Here
Shipwrecked

Swimmer in the Secret Sea

The LIZARD MUSIC

[s Over

—B. Meade

Wealth’s Privilege

By D. A. Green

Any spare change?

she said to me

As I walked by

so hastily

I looked down upon her
as no one

Racing towards

my destination

On my return

in front of me

She stood there smiling
not down on me

She gave me far more
than I to she

And I was the poorest
for the night
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Working on the Beachhead

—continued from page 7

Jim is the true keeper of the Beachhead flame,
having been involved with the paper for a good chunk
of its lifetime. He is a deep and creative poet, and is
also real good at cracking the whip on the gang to
keep things moving along. Karl is the Professor of the
bunch (of Chemistry), so he’s our go-to source for all
things scientific. He also writes great poems, and is
great at reciting the poem submissions that come in in
his actorly fashion. Mary is the poet on the Collective
that makes me well up almost every time she submits,
so touching and wise are her works every time. She’s
also the one that always catches my raised eyebrow or
pointed glance, and exactly gets what I mean without
even talking. A great lady.

Don is the most senior member of the Collective,
and also the biggest flirt. He is out there, active and
involved, every day of the week. He is never afraid to
exactly speak his mind, and share his vast knowledge
about pretty much all things. He is a true inspiration
as to how to be of service and lead a full life. And he
can make you blush. As can Greta. She is the Roma-
nian spitfire of the group, and cracks me up every
week. She is the supplier of the most double-
entendres I’ve ever heard, and is as smart as she is
funny (she is a school teacher during the day). I look
forward each week to seeing what she’ll wear, or
what she might cook, as she’ll often display her culi-
nary skills for us, on top of her writing pointed and
provoking articles for the paper. {She would laugh
and shout, “ON TOP!” here}.

Roger is the grammatical stickler of the bunch,
and we’re lucky to have him, as even under his mi-
croscope, it’s still not hard for typos and stuff to
sneak by when proofing nights go late. Roger is a
smart one, and a good debater too, as he’s another one
not afraid to speak his mind. No one is really, and that
makes for super interesting discussions, and we hope,
a better paper each month. There are new members,
Ron and Annie, who are proving to be fine contribu-
tors, and both jumped right in with offers to to get
things done. There are more phantom members, like
Alice, who can rarely attend meetings, but handles
the finances of the paper, which is always a struggle

(we’ll get to that). Lydia, a very involved activist,
sometimes makes an appearance, and always has
great points to make. Krista is another lovely poet,
who we don’t see as much of these days, but are al-
ways happy when we do. It’s always a treat when
Suzy shows up, and even better when she pens one of
her enthusiastic reviews.

These characters all sit around the big table and
discuss distribution, who called which expired sus-
tainer, who hit up who for ads, what events are com-
ing up, what timely topics need to be addressed, how
many more have died at war or been arrested for Oc-
cupying, current events, etc. Then we all take turns
reading story, poem, letter and calendar event submis-
sions. It’s a democratic vote for each of them that
winds up in the paper, and if only those walls could
talk, they’d have volumes of thoughtful, interesting,
important and funny things to say. I look forward to
these meetings each week, as I always emerge a little
more well-informed, and cheered that a diverse peo-
ple really can come together and create something
positive together. And that’s a good lesson to apply to
everything in life, right?

I try to make my contribution each month be a
reminder of why we all want to be in Venice. I like to
focus on the GOOD stuff - the art, the music, the
events, the people and businesses that make this an
intriguing - no, MAGICAL place to live. The more
we know each other better, the better we’ll be to each
other, is my way of thinking. The more you know
someone’s story, the better you can identify with or
learn from them. Which brings us to the point of a
community paper ... knowing the stories of a time and
place in history.

As I mentioned before, it’s hard work, all done
for free, with free minds and spirit and speech. (And
you get it for free). We don’t just tell the stories, we
deliver the stories to you. We hustle to get ads and
sustainers to keep the paper afloat - everyone’s least
favorite part of the deal. No one likes to ask for
money, especially creative, activist type people. I
know that a lot more people enjoy the paper than cur-
rently support the paper, and I think that could be
improved upon. Simply based on the number of times
I’m stopped and
talked to about it in a

FOR THE-TIME OF._YOUR LIFE Bruiestss

COME TO

being more active in
your appreciation for
! a truly rare and origi-
nal, Beat-originated
“ ' and still inspired, cool
- "a LOCAL hard copy
X newspaper. Send us

head’s place in the
hearts of locals.
So please consider

YOUR stories, thrilled

' or outraged. Become a
sustainer (it’s easy,
Y you can just Pay-Pal it

right up at
www.freevenice.org!).

Place an ad for
your business. An-
nounce your wedding
or baby or graduation
or party! Come to an
event we sponsor.
Volunteer to help lug
papers. Do something
awesome that we can
write about!

Above all, THANK
YOU! Thank you,
Venice, for being so
great to live in and
write about. Thank
you for supporting a
| free press, and a free
spirit. For inspiring
every day, and for the
sense of FUN and
community we all
love, and love to
document.

Happy 43rd Birth-
day, Beachhead! It’s a
real honor to celebrate
both the history and

The Beachhead Hits 43
—continued from page 7

Thanks to a compliant Federal Communications
Commission (FCC), the ban was lifted in 2007 on
any media company owning both a TV Station and a
newspaper in the same city. The Tribune, which
owned Gene Autry’s old station, Channel 5, was free
to also buy the Times. Channels 13 and 11 both be-
came the property of Fox, neatly ending “independ-
ent” television. Like other greedy corporations, Trib-
une ate too much and had to declare bankruptcy. Ear-
lier this year, the Third Circuit Court of Appeals rein-
stated the ban. Now, the new FCC Chairperson,
Obama-appointee Julius Genachowski, wants to re-
overturn it to the applause of the media corporations.

In the olden days, big wheels in small and large
towns would own a newspaper for prestige, not for
profit. That all changed as Gannett, Knight-Ridder,
Thompson, the New York Times Inc. and other big
corporations bought up papers by the bushel full and
changed them into bland purveyors of the Truth as
seen by Corporate America.

Here in Venice, the Beachhead continues to chug
along blissfully unaffected by the ups and downs of
the stock market. All the other Alternative newspa-
pers are gone, or have morphed into advertising vehi-
cles like the L.A. Weekly, which is now owned by the
New Times Corporation.

While most other newspapers are feeding their
readers pabulum, the Beachhead has been informing
the community about the issues that affect their lives.
In the past year, we have advocated for the homeless,
including those in vehicles, since they have no one
else to speak up for them, and because it is the right
thing to do.

We sounded the alarm on the plans of the city of
Los Angeles to take the Vera Davis Center away from
the community. Today, it remains a social service
center serving the Oakwood section of Venice. We
blew the whistle of the stealthy plans to erect a giant
Ferris Wheel on the beach. The plan is still moving
ahead, but most people know about it now.

We have enthusiastically supported the Occupy
Movement. What other newspaper has devoted its
entire front page to Occupy as we did last month?

And since April, we have been fighting, along
with the rest of Venice, to save our historic post office
on the Circle. The Beachhead has reached out to
bring in all segments of the community (some of
them kicking and screaming) in a wall-to-wall coali-
tion that has the power to take on the U.S. Postal
Service’s ill considered sale of our Post Office.

The Beachhead’s record in past years - going
back to 1968 - is just as noteworthy. We believe it
deserves support from the community. In fact, our
support is all from the community. It is from local
Sustainers who contribute $100 a year (or $8.33 a
month) that allows us to publish, and from local mer-
chants who take advantage of our low advertising
rates to let the community know of their existence.

Here in the midst of a Depression that is driving
much bigger newspapers out of business, we need
your support more than ever. We have no high sala-
ries to pay. In fact, we have no salaries at all, only
volunteers. But we do have to pay our printer, who
does a great job in turning our articles, photos, letters,
poetry and cartoons into thousands of copies that are
snatched up by Venetians at more than 100 locations.
Let’s keep the presses rolling.

Please join us at our annual celebration on Dec. 17
at Beyond Baroque. See details on back page. &b

Venice Poets Circa 1988

the NOW with you!
CHEERS (with some-
thing a little better
than Chuck S. for the

occasion)!!! &

(left to right) Frank T. Rios, Tony Scibella, Anita Alex-
ander, John Thomas, Philomene Long. Taken at The
Temple of Man on Cabrillo Avenue by Maryjane.
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Thursday, December 1

* 7-10pm - 7 Dudley Cinema. Yanqui
Walker and the Optical Revolution. Be-
yond Baroque. Free.

Friday, December 2

» 6pm — Live Music and Art Show Benefit-
ing the “Fab Collaborative”. Vera Davis
McClendon Youth and Family Center. Free.
* 6:30-9pm - Artist Reception with Santa
and his Elves and live music. G2 Gallery.
Free.

* 7-11pm — First Friday on Abbot Kinney
Blvd. Lots of people and open shops. Free.

Saturday, December 3

* 9am-3pm — Book Sale, CDs, videos and
DVDs. Abbot Kinney Public Library. Free.

* 5-7pm: Twilight Bridge Lighting Party.
Sherman Canals. Free.

* 9pm - Poetry in Motion - Twist in My So-
briety. Hosted by Eve Brandstein. Beyond
Baroque. $10 for members/ $10 for non-
members

Sunday, December 4

*12-4pm - Venice Dog Circus & Parade.
Robin’s Sculpture Garden. 1632 AKB. Free.
* 2-5pm: Ocean Blue Closing Party. 1313
Ocean Front Walk. Free.

* 3-6pm - Venice’s “ Off Their Jingle Bell
Rockers.” Holiday singing at Bohemian Ex-
change, Very Venice Art and Design Gallery,
Tumbleweed, Zingara Trading. AKB. Free.

* 8pm: Poetry and live Jazz by Venice artists
inspired by the Occupy movement. The
WitZend. 1717 Lincoln Blvd. $5.

 7-10pm: Jazz Funk Fest. Talking Stick.
Free.

Tuesday, December 6

* 7-7:30pm - Mindful Meditation meets
monthly, on the first Tuesday. Abbot Kinney
Public Library. Free

Wednesday, December 7

* 8pm - Venice’s Jingle Bell Rockers holi-
day singing. Witzend. 1717 Lincoln Blvd.
$10.

* 9pm - Venice Underground Comedy: Lo-
cal talent and Headliners. The Townhouse’s
Del Monte Speakeasy. 52 Windward. Free.

Thursday, December 8

* 7-10pm - 5" year Venice Paparazzi Anni-
versary Party. Barlo Kitchen. Free. 1697
Pacific Ave.

Saturday, December 10
*6-10pm - Grassroots Acoustica. Talking
Stick. Free.

Sunday, December 11

* 4:30pm: 30th Annual Venice Canals Holi-
day Boat Parade. Corner of Eastern and
Sherman Canals. Free.

Tuesday, December 13

* 7-9:30pm - VNC Board Meeting. Always
Open to the Public. Westminster School
Auditorium. Free.

* 7-10pm - A Night of Festive Musical
Goodness, hosted by Danny Moynahan.
Talking Stick. Free.

Wednesday, December 14
* 7-10pm - Suzy Williams sings at Danny’s
Deli. Truly amazing jazz/blues. Free.

Thursday, December 15

* 6pm - Venice Art Crawl. Find the maps
online or go to OFW and Windward. Free.
Friday, December 16

 7-10pm - Venice Mozaic Music. Talking
Stick. Free.

* 7:30pm - Anais Nin’s students read their
work and discuss her impact on their lives.
Beyond Baroque. $5 for members/ $10 for
non-members

Saturday, December 17

* 7pm - Annual Beachhead Celebra-
tion: Join us for community awards and
Moritz Borman’s film, Feeding the Spar-
rows by Feeding the Horses. Beyond Ba-
roque. Free.

Sunday, December 18

* 1-4pm - Suzy & Her Solid Senders at
Jazz Forum at The Moose Lodge. 1600
Ocean Park Blvd. SM.$10.

* 7-10pm - “It’s Blues Time” hosted by Tom
Gramlich. Talking Stick. Free.

Wednesday, December 21
* 7-10pm: MOM: Meditation on Media.
Beyond Baroque. Free.

Friday, December 23

* 7-10pm: Winter Solstice Celebration with
hostess Lisa Green. Music, spoken word and
community celebration. Talking Stick.
Donations accepted.

Friday, December 30
* 7:30-10pm - Subversive Cinema. 212 Pier.

Jingle Bell Rockers: Catherine Allison, Rory John-
ston, Suzy Williams, Jon Preston, Marianne
Lewis, and Kathy Leonardo.

Photo: Victoria Graham
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Calendar Compiled By Karl Abrams

Location Guide

» Abbot Kinney Public Library, 501 S. Venice
Blvd, 310-821-1769.

* Beyond Baroque, 681 Venice Blvd. 310-822-
3006.

* Burton Chace Park, 13650 Mindanao Way,
marinadelrey.lacounty.gov

« Danny’s Deli, 23 Windward Ave.

* Electric Lodge, 1416 Electric Ave, 310-306-
1854 - electriclodge.org

* G2 Gallery, 1503 Abbot Kinney Blvd 310-
452-2842.

* Hal’s Bar and Grill, 1349 Abbot Kinney
Blvd., 310-396-3105 - halsbarandgrill.com

* Oakwood Recreation Center, 757 California
Ave.

* Pacific Resident Theatre, 703% Venice Blvd.
822-8392 pacificresidenttheatre.com

* SPARC - Social and Public Art Resource
Center, 685 Venice Blvd. 822-9560 x15.

» Talking Stick Coffee Lounge, 1411c Lincoln
Blvd. 450-6052 - thetalkingstick.net

* Vera Davis Center, 610 California Ave. 310-
305-1865.

*Westminster Elementary School, 1010 Abbot

Kinney Blvd. (enter auditorium from West-
minster Ave.) 310-606-2015.

Support Your Local

Nonprofit Newspaper
The Beachhead Calendar is a public non-
profit service to the community of Ven-
ice. Our goal is to list free events within
Venice. If you charge for your event,
please consider taking out a $25 or
larger advertisement.

Ongoing Events

Music

* 8pm-12am - Hal’s Bar and Grill features
Live Jazz, Sunday and Monday nights. Free.

* 8:30pm - TKO Comedy’s “Open Mic” for
comics, musicians. 212 Pier. Free. Every Thurs-
day.

* 12-2pm - Saturday & Sunday; Music at Uncle
Darrow’s. 2560 Lincoln Blvd. Free.

*5-9pm — Venice Street Legends. Venice Bistro,
OFW & Dudley. Every Thursday. Free.

* 6-10pm - 2nd Thursday - Psychedelic Surf
Rock. Mollusk, 1600 Pacific Ave. Free.

Movies

* 5:30pm - Abbot Kinney Public Library
Thursday Movie Night. Call 310-821-1769 for
title.

* 6-10pm - 7 Dudley Cinema - First Thursdays
at Beyond Baroque. Free.

Kids

* 6:30pm -Abbot Kinney Public Library Chil-
dren’s Pajama Storytime. Second, fourth Tues-
day evenings. Free.

Miscellaneous

e 7-10pm - MOM: Meditations On Media. 3rd
Wednesdays. Beyond Baroque. Free.
*11:30am-2:30pm — The Venice Oceanarium (a
museum without walls). Venice Pier. Every Sun-
day, weather permitting. Free.

* 6-8pm - McLuhan-Finnegans Wake Reading
Club. Lloyd Taber - Marina Del Rey Library,
4533 Admiralty Way. First Tuesday of the
month. Free.

Computers

* Venice Library offers a variety of Free Com-
puter Classes. 310-821-1769.

* Vera Davis Center offers free computer use:
M-Th 10am-Noon and 1pm-3pm; Fri 1-3pm.
Food

* Vera Davis Center. 12:30pm - 2nd and 4th
Thursdays - Free Food Distribution.

* Vera Davis Center - Sign up for Food
Stamps (EBT Cards). Call for date and
time. 310-305-1865.

* 1st Baptist Church: 5-7pm Mondays - Hot
Meals; Pre-packs: 2-3:30pm Saturdays,
Westminster & 7th St.

Get Your Local Event Listed

Email your time, date and a brief description
to Calendar@freevenice.org by the 20th of the
month.
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Colebuate the Beackkead's 43ul Autiversany

with o we showing of the pil,
Feeding the Spavows by Feediug the Horses

7pwm Saturday, Pecember 17 at Beyond Baroque, 681 Venice Blvd.

Join us for the film and other exciting surprises!!!
Like the Beachhead, it’s free!

Feeding the Sparrows by Feeding the
Horses (1978) 81 minute documentary by
Moritz Borman, produced by ZDF German
Television, explores the political struggles for
the hearts and minds of our community. Its
world premiere was at the Fox Venice Thea-

A film about “the struggle of a heterogene-
ous community to maintain its social, ethnic
and geographical integrity.”

Moritz Borman has also produced W, Alex-
ander, K-19: The Widowmaker, The Life of David
Gale, Mindhunters, Nurse Betty, and Terminator

ter, Dec. 17, 1978.

The film stars Venice locals Moe Stav-
nezer, Arnold Springer, Sweet William, Frank
Gehry, the Venice Beachhead staff.

3: Rise of the Machines.
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